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Editor’s Foreword

We are pleased to inform you that Core Sharada Team (CST) has decided
to print Maatrika in e- Newsletter form to improve accessibility and address
all other limitations of the printed version. We have also decided to publish
Maatrika on a monthly basis. This version of the magazine will cover a range
of topics from our culture, language, history, significance of the script etc. It
will keep you abreast with all the work being done by the Core Sharada Team.

As some of you are aware till now, we have been printing Maatrika quarterly
hand written and in printed format. Printed copies of Maatrika had limitations
of the number of copies that could be printed and reach to greater number
of interested groups. We also could not use the medium for promotion and
popularising Sharada to the extent Core Sharada Team (CST) wished. Covid
created another limitation of printing & posting during the last couple of years.

In this first edition on a new platform, we are delighted to inform the readers that we
have launched Android based App “ Satisar” for Satisar Sharda Lipi. This is in addition
to the web-based application “ https://satisarsharada.appspot.com” launched earlier
last year. The Satisar app can be downloaded from Google Play Store and will make
writing & understanding Sharada Lipi much easier & on the go. Both these applications
can be used for transliterating Hindi(Devanagari) and Kashmiri(Devanagari)
into Sharada script. “Satisar Font” Can be downloaded on your PC/Laptop
from:-https://github.com/virtualvinodh/satisarsharada/blob/main/Sharada.ttf

We solicit your contributions to Maatrika in Sharada Lipi using Satisar Android
Application & satisarsharada website at satisarsharada.appspot.com.

Shall appreciate your feedback on the new incarnation of Maatrika. We
promise to make the Sharada newsletter as interesting as possible with the main
objective of popularising Sharada Lipi and the Sharad literature available to us.

Your articles, stories, poems etc. and your feedback can be sent to the editorial team
email address maatrika.cst@gmail.com.

Kuldip Dhar
Editor

LEARN SHARADA
TEACH SHARADA

Apier 3 AFAAT bl GMMalal bl b UBC
PRESERVE-PROTECT - PROPAGATE
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Prof. Dr. T .N. Ganjoo - A Legend from Kashmir
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Dr.T.N.Ganjoo

Dr. T. N. Ganjoo was born in
Srinagar, Kashmir on 07-Feb-1928. He
was a Shaivist, prolific scholar, saint,
socio-cultural reformer, great Indologist
and contemporary Historian (Ancient
Kashmir), renowned astrologer and
world-renowned expert of Sharada
Script. Had extensive knowledge
of Kashmiri History, Shaivism,
Manuscriptology. A child prodigy, he
remembered byheart most of the puranas
and entire Kashmiri Karmakanda by the
age of 7. His household was scholarly
with prolific learning, ranging from
Dharma Shastra to Sanskrit Grammar.
He never left his passion for learning.
Instead, his Late Uncle Pt. Radhakrishna
Ganjoo became his mentor, who was
the last known master of Kashmiri
Dharma shastra and Karmakanda in
Valley. He grasped all hidden symbology
and meaning of all Kashmiri Rites and
Rituals. Owing to family’s challenging
conditions he took up a teaching job
in Secondary School at the age of just
14 years. He pursued higher education
and completed Sanskrit Shastri course
from Rajkiya Paathshala, Dilawar Khan,
then completed Sharada and Visharad
in Hindi. Being a Jivanmukta, he was
regularly approached by Saints and
Seers in Valley, who used to cherish
his company. Notable among them was

saint, Mann Kak Ji from Nunar Village,
a siddha. Mann Kak Ji made him recite
entire Bhagwad Geeta on the day of his
“Deh Tyaga” While being a foremost
Sanskrit Scholar, he tried translation
of the core texts of Kashmiri Shaivism
into Hindi. His friends persuaded him,
to visit Swami Ram Trik Ashram, Fateh
Kadal, to see disciple of Swami Ram,
Swami Govind Kaul Jalali. He shared
his part of manuscript with Swami
Govind Kaul Jalali and got instant
appreciation. Swami Govind Kaul Ji
gave 15 different interpretations of the
same Sutras (Hymns). He abandoned
his translation project and persuaded
Swami Govind Kaul Ji to accept him as
his disciple. He had insight of all texts of
Kashmiri Shaivism. After the Nirvana
of Swami Govind Kaul Ji, he remained
active in teaching and spreading of
Kashmiri Shaivism. He also served
as a President of the Ashram and for
many years regularly visited Ashram
every morning to teach and preach
Kashmir Shiva darshan(Trika) and
other Trik Shaastra Viz, Parapravashaka,
Panchastavi, Shiv Stotravali, Parmarth
sar, specially ShreeGeetjiSangrath of
Maha Mahashwarachraya Abhinavgupt
to his disciples and general devotees of
ashram. He created a band of students
of Trika thought. He continued this
practice even after exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits in 1990 until last year of his
life. Parallelly, he was quite keen to find
the origins of Kashmiri Language. He
started working on this topic since his
graduation days. Understood all the
work done in the area (mostly by Sir
George Grierson). He was not convinced
Kashmiri Language was outcome of
Dard-Shina tribe of languages. So took
a mammoth task of uncovering the
entire language construct, its Grammar,
its script and uncovering took a decade
to finish. While most doctorates are
finished in 2-5 years, his being extant
took him 10 years to finish. Finally,
found out the entire Kashmiri Language
being a sister to Sanskrit, with not only
words but entire Grammatical structure
following Sanskrit. Thus, proving Sir
George Griersons theory wrong about
the origin of Kashmiri Language.

His interest in Ancient Kashmir
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ended in study and funding of two
volume work titled History of Ancient
Kashmir, which is unpublished so far.
This was about Kashmiri Dwellers,
Traditions, and changes across 5000
years. He also launched a project about
Mata Roopa Bhawani, a lady saint from
Kashmir. His book translating her verses
in Hindi, is a guide for all scholars.

A social reformer, he created a
Parishad, with the sole aim of welfare
for downtrodden section of Kashmiri
Hindu community to prevent conversion
to Christianity. He performed regular
Pooja in their temples, which were
desecrated and neglected. He was deeply
involved in Brahmin Maha Mandal
and served as its President for many
decades. It was involved in education
and knowledge to the masses in Vedas,
Vedanta, Brahma Sutra and above all
Bhagwat Geeta to all the seekers. Even
the scholars of high repute, came to
learn the religious intricacies from him.

After his superannuation he started
uncovering the entire Grammar
of Sharada Script. This led to his
appointment as Palaeography Professor
for National Mission for Manuscripts
and while he conducted more than 50
workshops across country on Sharada
Script, he created a new crop of scholars
who now knew how to decipher this
ancient language. He was fondly
called “Script Wizard” by his students,
and created its primer, the only one
created so far. He remained active until
last years of his life translating Lal-
Vakh to Hindi (so far unpublished).

He was a noble soul with minimal
needs and epitome of “Simple Living,
High Thinking” and tried to impart
knowledge and guidance to all without
any bar, either sociological or religious.

Sanjay Raina
Kapil Unmesh
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Shiv Parvati Painted By Parul Bradu
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Brief overview of the History of

Sharada Script

Sharada Lipi traces back to 3 CE, as
per the new evidence that has surfaced

4

ﬁa a'l“q‘ up lately. New carbon dating research
= commissioned by the University of Oxford’s
@‘éﬂ Tr_&m frfa= Bodleian Libraries into the ancient Indian
INIT s Bakhshali  manuscript,provides  evidence
% 70 i3 that this manuscript can be dated to 3rd
e RN E R AR CE. Determining the date of the Bakhshali
= — — manuscript is of vital importance to the history
ERSE] f&3 frias of mathematics and study of early South
My 3 L{U'-E ST géGEEEBEQQ 37t 3 af of GT Asian culture testifying to the subcontinent’s
18 AR 1t3a NNGEE] . o g) S rich and longstanding scientific tradition.

LERAL R ARG \u . S
a5l 75 The Bakhshali manuscript uses an early stage
e O 3 § 15 “I B ? T e of the Sharada script, and therefore, provides
01 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 earliest record of this script.Thus, Sharada has

existed much before devnagri, but Devnagri
has never been replacement for Sharada.

The Gre atness Of Hlndulsm Sharada is mother script to Gurumukhi, Landa

and Takri scripts. The use of this script was

) at its prime between 8" and 12" century CE

Qf: 3ETH a 1l‘5r 531— HT in Kashmir and neighboring areas. This also
ﬁH lithqﬁ' ﬂ‘q%ﬁ-{ T 19 ... B‘Ta‘];ﬁzr happens to be the era when Kashmir was rich

culturally and spiritually and was the hub of

3|€| %i”‘“'“@e'“d ‘\g@l@@d{mﬂ knowledge. This is the time when Sharada

% a ﬁa a & a Peeth in Kashmir was a well recognized as
< 1kl \;,l Nl ooy a seat of learning and was famous all over
Chapter18 :Verse 63 India and in the neighboring countries.

Large number of books and scriptures were

ST, 39 v, H o s e g AT S YF, A a9 A Tt s e written in Sharada Script during this time.

mgfgg' quﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁaﬂtﬁﬂ = T 33-:-’ HROTT 3T ET o7 3 3T R No wonder, there are an estimated 40,000
i A9 T e | AT TSI - manuscripts written in Sharada script, which

@ga@@a@%’ 55 ™ =t E 5 ? can be found in various libraries in India,
ST e e g g e ST fi54.7 977 3 75 3 77 07 (54t 3 T United' States, Canada and many European
A F MA@ EEASAIR T ITHNT 3 T R TR g Ty @ countries. Many must have got destroyed and

i TR RRAL 3 3 e ey s some may be lying with some householders.
%% H%Wﬁiiﬁiﬁﬁl P2 35, 3% 533 5 735 9% 377 5, 735 fedt These manuscripts are believed to be rich

T TIGAT T % HIROT S | HTET ST R Ht gt ey 37T S a_z TftawT e FT"'_Z' source of knowledge about mathematics,
AT % T 1 50 AT FA B | q—ﬁ';ﬁa—t{[aﬂ BT H{iH, MTHAF  ETF ’ﬁl‘ﬁ"‘-l" T2 astrology, medicine and  philosophy.
A2, Al 78 I8 2 AB I F RIS, ABTABTL S _ . ] '

75 g A ok Fe W A AR g, 9a Az frgf w7 [ 55 Ry gy TTHI B, Oy T WltElFlile invasion ofdMusllm ruler.s and the.1r
mwmg %W%%ém#ﬁaa’% T, T‘QT w7 2 1T Ry estal is mer.lt in .In ia an.d par.tlcularly in
e A SR T e | e # T Kashmir, Hindu literature including Sharada
AT A G W | A 2 5 A =t T FTT B RTIR AT H AT T 90 (R KORE| script faced a serious on slaught. The script was
R ST TR FY A AR @FA L | o o A e 3t afs A Ty I T forced out of usage and became almost extinct.
F 8 TS T8 S SR e ag oM gga i He 3 S ATT 3 T YIN I NS 5 8 35 19T The general population remained deprived of
T TRATeT o Wi ST | BLT 3 YT E 3 YR oy 3T the knowledge of the script as well as the grand
T e §, Al bl TRHTAT % ST Yot A3E R, I FUTrE F AT T 9T manuscripts that were written in this script.

TR F F F T TeHd g1 a8y | I8

o 5 e T 7T T TP 4oz BT U750 15 373 3T 3 Only a minuscule of Hindu community who

continuedtouse Sharadaforwritinghoroscopes

;ﬁmaﬂiﬁ?;\?mmm e iﬁ; 3‘8_33{ Y®IT T Y ;}:l:??;"‘;l E‘T?_‘[EE‘- :'f remained knowledgeable about this script.
wiar fiiep, TR ITF FT Y TP HOT FTFTT F
ST e S Herdl gl TR T T F, qrrg:.ﬁﬁ;g BT AT LS Y3 R ury Jutrs Rakesh Kaul

2 | e 3t Tl 9% o Ttk g |

Ay H T @R | T 333 B ATET 97 9=t U, 197 BT uiIT R

HRTH T IT UT OS5
SieR |, g ITeRE U7 PH. % 57
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Activity Cart
28" Nov’ 21 Participated in the Saraswath Sangam held at Mangalore.

02" Dec’21 Participated in the Saraswath Sangam held at Bangalore.
30" Dec’21 Participated in the Saraswath Sangam held at Pune.

30" Dec’21 Satisar Sharada Android App Launched.

01 Jan’21 First Yearly Calendar in Sharada Script released.

08t Jan’22 Sharada Paathshala Batches 41 to 43 start.

09t Jan’22 ‘Workshop on how to write Kashmiri in Sharada.
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DONATE

If you appreciate the efforts by The

Core Sharada Team Foundation for

the relival of Sharada Script, Kindly
Donate generously.

Core Sharada Team Foundation
HDEFC Bank,Airport Rd., Bangalure
Account No: 50200054809336
IFSC: HDFC0000075
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TECT PROPAGATE

For Learning Sharada or any other suggestions:-

. Phone - 98301 35616 /
Facebook - ShardaLipi

90089 52222

Twitter - CORE SHARADA TEAM

E-mail - shaardalipi@gmail.com
- maatrika.cst@gmail.com
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