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Kashmiri Pandlts protest on the 20th Kashmiri Pandit Martyrs Day, near
Parliament in New Delhi on Monday. Tribune photo: Manas Ranjan Bhui




CHAPTER VIII
UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS

‘The terrorist organizations carried out systematic operations to massacre the
Hindus and flush them out of the Kashmir Valley. As the death toll of the Hindus
increased, they began to evacuate from the Valley in larger numbers. The State
Government reacted to the elimination of the Hindus with utter passivity and
indifference. The Janata Dal Government lacked the will to deal with terrorist violence.
With the Home Department of the Government of India, placed under a Kashmiri
Muslim, who too was committed to the precedence of the Muslim majority in the State,
and who carried out the behests of the powerful Muslim lobbies in the Janata Dal, the
State Government could not deal with the terrorist violence with any firmness. The
ludicrous drama of the kidnapping of Rubiya Sayeed, the daughter of the Home
Minister and the consequent breakdown of the Central Government, had left little
moral strength with the State Government to face the terrorist challenge. The brief
spell, during which Jagmohan tried to retrieve the situation, was a half-hearted
endeavour, which ultimately ended in a fiasco.

By and large, the militants succeeded in their broad designs in eliminating the
Hindus in Kashmir. They destroyed the traditional population balances which formed
the bases of the coordinate plurality of the State, replacing it by a communal identity of
the Muslims, which found its legitimacy in Islamic fundamentalism.’

(White Paper on Kashmir drafted by Dr. M. K. Teng & C.L. Gadoo)
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A Povall o ":'""'"i"é’f"éiht's"
threaten stir

NEW DELHI, Feb. 23 (EITTC)
Warious organisations of the
Kashmiri FPandit displaced per-
sons. have threatened to start
nationwide protests if the Chief
Minister Farocooq A bdullah forced
the migant employees to go back
o the alley to join their duties.
In sSeparate statements, resi-
dent of the J&EK Sangam g =
Gadoo and general secretary of
the kashmir Samiti, Delhi. Sunil
Shakhdar said that such irresponsi-
ble statements being issucd by Dr
A bdullah were with
dangerous conseq ; “*Hiis
approach to tackle the issuc of dis-
pPlaced persons is ridiculous as on
once hand there were reports that
&éven the members of the Muslim
mumunity were flecing the Valley
: on the other., he has started
using a threatening posture to
force the Kashmiri Pandit em-
‘ployees to go back.””

“ o Mr Gadoo while sharply react-
ing on this issue,. alleged that Dr
Abdullah has not taken any step sO
far for the welfare of the displaced
pPoersons. It is intriguing that no re-
servation was being rovided for
the Kashmiri Pandits 1in the 26,000
jObs being created in the State. On
top of that, the Union Ministry has
two Ministers from the Valley who
belong to the same community.
oM Shakhdar said that it was un-
rtunate that Dy A bdullah has
threatened the migrant employces
to go back to Kashmir instead of
mpathertically looking into their
blems. ““The comunity will not
e cowed by his threat,”” he said
and added that a call would be
iven to all thhe migrants to shift to
i 1hi from Jammu where an agita-
mon would be started for safe-
suarding their interests. ““We want
a safe place not only to live but die
also”™”, he added.
oM H. K. Kaul, president, Aldl-
India Kashmir Displaced Em-
%oyees Formuam. has condemned
the statement of Dr A bdullah —
he has no right to issuce such state-
ments when he has failed to scttlce
the Yendin issucs of the migrant
employees like FHR.A and CCA 7
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Farooq's statement  {mev
on migrants criticised »#»A?

From Our Stafl Reporter

NEW DELHI, Feb, 27,

The Jammu and Kashmir Sangam has crit-
icised the statement of the J&K Chiel Minister,
Dr. Farooq Abdullah, whereby he has said that
all migrants, employed in Government jobs, will
have to return to the Valley.

In a statement issued here today. the Sangam
sald that Dr. Abdullah has assured soon alter
assuming office that the Pandits would be asked
to return only dfter his Government rebullds
their burnt houses.

The Sangam has also criticised Dr. Abdullah
for comparing militancy in Kashmir with that in
North-Eastern states. “The militancy in the Val-
ley started in 1989 when he was the CM and It
was directed against the Hindus of the Valley to
drive them out.” -




THE HINDUSTAN TIMES, NEW DELHL SUNDAY MARCH21%9) ~ OfTY 3

J&K migrants flay
Farooq comments

flect his lack of seriousness to nor-
malise conditions in Kashmir, If by
‘ such a statement he meant
that the Pandits had deliberately
fled from the Valley, out of plea-
sure, he was only playing to the
gallery, he said. This statement is
an attempt to the minority
community of ir for whom
package after is_being

" 1 ‘ .',":" : mmw‘m'
dullah re=  ion tomorrow at Jantar Mantar to
- est against the apathy of the.,
Government, particularly Dr
Abdullah, towards the migrant
 Pandit community.

It was shocking that instead of
assuaging the feelings of the dis-
placed persons, Dr Abdullah was
inviting them to go back to Kash-
mir to survive on their own and get
killed, Mr Gadoo said. If the con-
ditions there are so conducive,
why has he raised a special force of
500 commandos to protect his own
life, he questioned.




SANGRAMPURA MASSACRE

An escalation in violent attacks against Kashmiri Hindus living in Kashmir
Valley called into question the state government’s assertion that the elections had
brought normalcy to the region. On March 22, 1997, suspected militants killed seven
Kashmiri Hindu men in Sangrampora, a hamlet twenty miles south of Srinagar in
Badgam District in the Valley. This attack left a strong impression on
the Kashmiri Hindu community, especially in light of the state government’s
discussions of incentives for rehabilitation. Kashmiri Hindu migrant organizations in
various cities; Jalandhar, Lucknow, Hyderabad, Kohlapur, Indore, Dharamsala,
responded to the massacre with meetings, resolutions, demonstrations, and processions.
Condemning the attacks, these various local organizations sharply criticized the
National Conference government for its failure to protect Kashmiri Hindus remaining
in the Valley.

Gadoo issued a letter to the president of India, noting that “under these
circumstances it seems that return of Displaced Kashmiri Pandits to their birthplace
is impossible in the near future” (1997a: 28).
(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor
of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)
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Actrvints of the “J " hirsir e
) < “Jammu and Kavhurie Sangan ” o o dharma at the Jantar Mantas i the ( apital oo Thursday in peotest agaimst the State Goverament's plan
fo sbift migrand Kashmicls to J & K froom next month Ibe Statessiae '
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Panun Kashmir members sitting on dharna to condemn the killings of seven Pandits in Kashmir. at Jantar Mantar in the

Capital on Sunday. — HT photo

Migrants protest against killings

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI. March 23
Migrant Kashmiris held a mas-
sive dharna and demonstration at
Jantar Mantar today in protest
against the killing of seven mem-
bers of the minority community by
militants in the Valley.

Slogan-shouting protestors also
blocked the road at Jantar Mantar
crossing. The dharna was orga-
nised by Jammu Kahmir Vichar
Manch.

Speaking on the occasion, va-
rious members of the displaced
Kashmiri Pandit community con-
demned the brutal act and criti-
cised the claims of Central leaders
as well as Jammu and Kashsmir
Chief Minister Faroog Abdullah
about normalcy in the State.

The kiiling has also been strong-
ly condemned by various other

reprcsemanve organisations of
t Kashmiris in the Capital.
anun Kashmir blamed the
Central Government's “policy of
total apathy” towards irl
Hindus for the brutal killings.

In a statement issued herc to-
day, the organisation said that the
incident has made it amply clear
that Kashmiri Pandits continue to
be sitting ducks for Islamic fun-
damentalists in the Valley. The
sole aim of the fundamentalists
was to clear the Valley of the few
remaining members of the minor-
ity community and declare Kash-
mir an Islamic State. the Panun
Kashmir charged.

The Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, de-
cribed it as a total failure of the
State administration. The killings
exposed all tall claims of the Gov-
ernment about normalcy having
been restored in the Valley,
according to Samiti vice president

Dr L. N. Dhar.

He recalled that a similar situa-
tion had developed in the State
during 1990 when le fom the
minority community were selec-
tively killed by militants and this
had led toan cxodus form the Val-
ley. If the State Government failed
to take appropriate measure 1o

the community, another
round of mass migration may start.
he feared.

The Kashmiri Samiti also held a
demonstration at the INA crossing
to protest against the massacre
that took place on Friday. A num-
ber of protestors were detained by
police and released later.

Ex-Servicemen, war widows
and disabled persons are disturbed
at being denied porper representa-
tion in the Fifth Pay Commission.
;ﬁchsnbmined its report recent-




. Migrants skip Holi festjvitjes

Samitl, un Organisation of migrnqs. has decided  the Kashmiri pey
respect,

NEW DELHI, March 24, 10 Organise o ‘Black Flag' march for the fumpmy
There were 1o Holl celebrations by the Kash. 104 Kashenir Chief Min

mirl Hindu migrants in the Cupital and clse- lah, here on his o

protest |
) X The killing has hurt the sentimenty of the
:‘:‘,"M I)".deh.h providing secy.- Hindus and clearly shows that the und sit.
m at San. Y 10 the hundful of Pandity still living in the atkon 10 the Viley hos
B i the puer dis. Valley. The family hndbmnll\'m‘g In the village b
trict on Friduy night. Bven o through the m

el BOLimproved at alf, The

Witancy and the seven male  [Arges INgY were carrled oy ln"lbc‘rudy

bours who ¢ to the houses of B 01 (g ) 20 e wearing C.1. Gu "“""‘"f.’l‘*‘li,'f o o the

feigh l“un\wm:"no t:mc o;ft: u‘ I houses (l ‘Pathan| :ulu'mlhomlm . kﬁu o, Sdﬁlt;c:a " :m. ¢ Tl lhr

back and told nlzu(:lnl; :Bacdc)ol(;::l mbm jor wanted to meet them, = gl gty e L0 prevent he
len the community,

, migranty from fetuming to the vy ey. The in-
They were s hay
This was fust » token protest.

nt SO COMe s § majey blow 1o the
Faroog Abdullah administratign,

)\-aronAprusnomm*o!

NEW DELHI, Mar 25:

Kashmiri migrants i the capi
haveﬂ.yed?&hﬂnl.‘.';
Farooq Ahmed Khan Leg
statement extending full support to
the militant campaign in Jammu

“Thisproves that Pakistan is not
meaningful dialogue 10 solve the
o " ; which supported Mr.
ﬁl “ m CLGCIQ# m ::::-i‘f‘ :::;dnah:!: n-e:nl clections.

ivist told PTL :
m&mmmmmm;
note of the statement and countes
(Contd. on page 5 col 6)



ANATH JHA
DELHI APRIL 1

) UN Kashmir, the organisation
of the displaced Kashmiri Pandits,
has decided 1o launch a door-to-

hr campaign to identify those whvo hive

cunted from Jammu following last
bk's hlast in the Valley.

A five- delegation led v C L

ddu, p ) Sh

W’ J g. Ll

8 o gy andclted the pight

Rashgin Pand

Accusing chief minister Faroog Ab-
o for failure of law and order and es-
ishment of a “militant raj” in Jamm,
delegation said the the militants, al
dly enjoying political support, were
ng 10 create ethnic divide 10 push

EXPRESSNewsline
NEW DELHIm WEDNESDAY w APRIL 2, 1997

Kashmiri Pandits out of Jammu.

A senior Jeader of the organisation
told the Express Newsline that the mili
tant outfits of Hizbul Mujahiddin had
prepared a “hi list™ of over 100 Kashuniri
Pandits, [ving in Jammu and Dethi, “En-
joying support of some senior political
stalwarts in the Valley, this group was
preparing a plan to knch undergroand
operation to climinate them,” he sakd

Ramesh Hundu, the organisation’s
spokesman, said that cven when the fur-
modl was at its peak in the Vadley, Jammu
remained peaceful. However, the mili
tants had now targeted Jammu in order fo
wipe out the Kashmiri Pundits from these.
Abaut 3.5 lakh pandits have deserted the
Vidley o far, he added.

Hundreds of pandits residing in
Jammu were ringing up their relatives in

Delhi to make some ‘immedinte arrange-
ment' for their sccommodation as well
their employment, Hubidu said. “Neither
the government nor its law enforcing
agency are genumely inferested to protect
their e and propertics,” he accused.

Vijay Kumar Kaul, another Kashmiri
Jeader said: “Besides 19 families, who ar-
rived from Badgum district, insisted their
sames and place of origin be kept confi-
dential. They also refused to be pho-
tographed or video-taped as they appre-
hend reprisal to their relatives who are
sillin the valley.”

“Absence of protection from the gov-
emment and insistence on part of the
neighbours thist the Pundits leave, forced
them o leave their home and seck refuge
380 km away from the plains of Jamm,"
Kal said,

anun Kashmir to launch search ¢

When asked why after having st
in the valley during the last cight yes
turmoil they have choosen to leave
homes, they replied: “After the elect
the scene has changed in the Kashmir
ley. Sccessionists elements are ruling
roost wxd the vigil by the security fo
100 has gone down.”

Meanwhile, the recent statemen;
the State Chief Minister that he wy
force all the displaced people to ret
has upset the people who control P
propertics and usarped the posts |
cant after the exodus. “These people
are politically, as well as economie
(quite strong would ke to cleanse the
Jey of the pandits.”

ining the reasons foe their mi
tion, the recent exdles say that their ne
bours have suggested that they




Protest against
killings of
Kashmiri Pandits

Herald News Service

NEW DLEHL April 19 ~ A
Kashmin Samit, Delhi workers
today organised a protest rally
against the killings of  eight
Kashmiri Pandits in Baramullah
district of the Kashmir Valley

They alleged following this &
large number of Kashmin Pag:
dits settled there had staned
leaving the Valley

They charged that even' the
clected government in the state
has failed to check the increasing
terroristy’ attacks aided and abet-
ted by subvessive elements from
across the bosder,

The pefitors were carrying
placards andy banners which
read “Kashmir' Pandits high

death rate, low Hinth rate” and,

“release salaries of displaced
employees”

Heraid phono by Ramesh Fums:
Kashmiri Samit! activists staging a protest rally against kiliing eight Kashmiri Pandits in the Vailey
in New Dellsl on Saturday.
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KSD Rally To Protest Sangrampura Massacre
MEMORANDUM SENT TO PRESIDENT OF INDIA

ASHMIRI Samiti Delhi organised a Rally on

April 19, from Ferozeshah Kotla Ground to
protest against the recent mass exodus of Kashmin
Pandits following the killings of eight Kashmiri
Pandits by Islamic terronsts in Sangrampura, District
Badgam, Kashmir last month. The wanton killings
of innocent members of minority Kashmiri Pandits
and the resultant exodus gives lie to the Jammu &
Kashmir Chief Minister’s claim of returning
normalcy in the State and is a grim reminder of
ground realities in Kashmir, the KSD said in a press
release.

The Badgam massacre once again cxposes
Government's inability to protect the lives of
miniscule minority. In the wake of eight years of
forced exile of Kashmiri Pandits through threats,
selective killings, rape of women and burning of
thousands of minority Kashmiri Pandit houses and
religious shrines, the Badgam killings and the
consequent exodus is s calculated move to
completely cleanse the Valley of a few remaining
Kashmiri Pandits.

It amply proves that the Pan-Islamic forces are
on the leash and their design to Islamise the Valley
is not being thwarted by the State administration. It

also makes one to doubt that a section of the State
administration may be in tandem with the Pan-
Islamic objectives. The Pan Islamic onslaught is now
spreading its tentacles to other parts of the State viz.
Jammu region, the Samit said.

A delegation of Kashmin Samiu, Delhi also
submitted a Memorandum to Dr. Shanker Dayal
Sharma, Hon'ble President of India, highlighting the
plight of the community-in-exile and demanded a
high judicial probe into the causes of mass exodus
of minority Kashmiri Pandits including the recent
killings of Kashmiri Pandits leading to fresh exodus.
The judicial probe should also identify forces,
groups, parties, responsible for induction of
terrorism, insurgency and foreign mercenaries in
Kashmir.

Undaunted by the scorching sun, hundreds of
protesters, which included a large number of women
and children, marched through Press Lane,
Bahadurshah Zafar Marg, ITO and Tilak Bridge.
Mishandling of the rally by local police led 1o frayed
tempers and blockade of traffic at ITO. A public
meeting was later held at Tilak Park which was
addressed by the KSD President C.L. Gadoo, Shri
H.N. Jattu and other leaders.




Text of Memorandum
No. F. (Memorandum)-97 April 19, 1997

Respected Rashtrapati Jee,

It is now eighth year, that, we are living a life of exile from Kashmir Valley. Tattered tents, rented inhabitable
rooms, a meagre sustenance allowance (less than what a ‘C” class prisoner is being paid), and a hostile environment
is our forte in this land—called the Secular Democratic Republic of India.

With the induction of so-called elected Government of Jammu and Kashmir State, it was hoped that conditions
would change and three lakh displaced minority would be able to return to their birthplace. It was not so. Instead of
curbing terrorism with courage and conviction, the State political Chief and the administration engaged themselves
in demolishing the groups of anti-terrorist civilians who volunteered to help the Army, security forces and Civil
Administration in nabbing and curbing the fanatic insurgents. The number of terrorist attacks on civilian and security
forces increased by leaps. Foreign Islamic fundamentalists, aided and abetted by local insurgents started ruling the
roost. Even those areas which were cleared of terrorist activities again became trouble spots. Spread of insurgency

Jammu region and a number of bomb blasts and shooting took place in Jammu proper. A sinister move of
gration of thousands of Kashmiri, Badherwahi, Muslims to Jammu city and suburbs started, which resulted in

demographic change in population ratio of Jammu. All this happened right under the nose of the new Ministry and
with the connivance of those Ministers and officers known for their terrorist links and sympathy.

To crown this all, Chief Minister Dr. Faroog Abdullah himself threatencd Kashmiri Pandit employees to join
their duties in the Kashmir Valley, failing which their services would be terminated. Tt is deplorable that the salaries
of about thirteen thousand migrant employees have been stopped for the last three months and their familics are
suffering and are at the brink of starvation,

The Kashmiri Pandits who were already living in the Valley were not provided with any protection which
resulted in the gruesome mass murder of eight innocent Kashmiri Pandit males in village Sangrampura, District
Budgam in Kashmir. Their bodies carried a caption “This is welcome to Kashmiri migrants to Valley™ written by the
terrorist/killers.

Under these circumstances it scems that retum of Displaced Kashmin Pandits to their birthplace is impossible
in the near future. It also proves that the present Govt. is not only incompetent and inefficient, but doubts arise that
these leaders may have clandestine agenda to fulfiil.

The Displaced community, therefore, request the President of India to do justice to our cause and defeat the
nefarious designs of the Pan-Islamic movement.

Sir, itis in the light of above that we demand:

{(a) An objective judicial enquiry into the causes, which drew away minorities (Kashmiri Pandits), from their
centuries old birthplace, including the recent killings of Kashmin Pandits leading to fresh exodus; and
(b) The forces, groups, parties and administrative lapses responsible for induction of terrorism, insurgency and
foreign mercenaries in Kashmir,

To fight the insurgency/terrorism with conviction to make the State again a safe haven for peace loving citizens,
To provide suitable residental accommodation to the displaced living in tents, camps and rented inhabitable
rooms, enhancement of relief and better working conditions for Teh-Bazani.
To provide free Medical facilities to all displaced persons from the State of Jammu and Kashmir.
As the education of the wards of Kashmiri displaced persons is concemned, the Government of India should ask
all the States, and centrally administered Universities, Medical Colleges and School system to provide education
and scholarships to the deserving displaced students on the Maharashtra pattern.
As the chances of jobs in the State have completely shrunk, proper jobs for the youngsters should be provided
in all Central Government organisations with age relaxation,
Most of the houses and business establishments of the minority community have been looted and burnt down
or otherwise destroyed or damaged for which appropriate ex-gratia relief should be paid without further delay.
Similarly, compensation must be paid for crops, agricultural, horticultural as well as livestock destroyed or
damaged or otherwise taken over by the fundamentalist terrorists, Well established business, factories and
other enterprises have been completely uprooted. The owners must be compensated for and aided and assisted
in every way by providing suitable sites, necessary finance etc. to establish themselves 4 new.
Temples, shrines, places of pilgrimages, Ashrams, cremation grounds desecrated and seized by the terrorists
must be restored 1o the rightful people in their original conditions,

9. Release of salaries of about thirteen thousand Kashmiri migrant employees.

10. No political parleys can be conclusive without taking the Kashmiri Pandit community into confidence. For
this, Representatives of the Community should be made part and parcel of any discussions on Kashmir.

With regards,

Hon’ble Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma Yours sincerely,

-y 5.1 . e



Pandlts’ pmtest Protest against

Pandits’ exodus

Kashmiris held a rally at
the Ferozshah Kotla ground
on Saturday to protest
against the mass exodus
of' Kashmiri Pandits that had
been forced by the killings
in Badgam district last
month. According to a re-
lease by the Kashmiri Samiti,
the incident has proved
wrong Chief Minister Farooq

Ahdullah'e slatve that s

zrgen, = et 20 3, 1997
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Valley migrants
protest against
1ass exodus
SEW DELHI, April 21 (H
mamﬂw
ns today held a demonstra-
to protest against the recent
mass exodus of ini Pandits
from Kashmir Valley after brutal
killing of the e_m members of the
community, demonstration
was held under the ageis of Kash-
miri Samiti, Delhi.
The protestors led by the Samiti
president, Mr C. L. Gadoo raised
slogans against the State Govern-

t for its failure to protect the
mof tbeirmmuni&zmbep.
The f Minis-

also denounced
tcr’)guooq Abdullah and the Cen-

tral Government for doing nothing -

to rehabilitate the displaced per-

S0Ns.
later took out a protest
u\mm Ferozshah  Kotal

grounds (o Tilak Bridge.

a delegation of the Kash-
mmuﬂl also submitted a

memorandum to the President,

Kashmiri migrants
welcome PM's efforts

NEW DELHIL Apeil 29,
The Kashmir Samitt, an organisation repre-
senting Keshmiri migrants, today welcomed the

" efforts of the Prime Minister, Mr 1. K. Gojral. in §
_ rehabiftating the displaced Hindu community.

“ At last we now have a Prime Minister, who is
ready to give 2 patient hearing 1o our seven-

| yeurold suflerinp,” Me. C. L. Gadoo, Samit

pressdent told PTL ]
Vir. Gairal. he said. s the fint Prime Mfnister

1 who ook pains 0 vid the migrants camys dur-

ing his visit 1o jammu on Sanday.

“He has definitedy lived up to the
of migrants.” Me. Gadoo said. i

Wekcoming the assurances made by the Prime
Minister. he expressed hope that the rehabiita-
tion plan would take off soon sving “living in
tents and unhygmic conditions is ely 1o come
{0 an end soon.”

About the return of migrants back o the Val-
ley, Mr. Gadoo said, “we are not averse to going
back to the Valley provided the return is hoo-
ourshie. The Prime Minister understands the
pain of migration and being homedess. He would
soon take steps 10 soive the probiems of the Pun-
dit community,” be said.

Mr Gadoo said the peevioas Central and State
Governments never ook the e
aﬂgdupdlhz?ﬂn%bﬂgdu-




The admission fever is on and the students are busy in filling their forms for admission in Maharashtra
universities, Delhi University and Kendriya Vidyalayas. Admission forms from Maharashtra universities were
distributed free of cost to all the eligible students. We made arrangements to send the forms to Jammu as well.
Forms were made available at Veer Bhawan, Geeta Bhawan and the Kashmiri Pandit Sabha, Amphalla, Jammu.
As many as 1,232 forms have been distributed at various centres and the cost thereof has been borne by Shri
Kidar Nath Sahani, BJP leader.

A three-member committee, headed by Shri N.N. Zijoo, Vice-President of the Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, co-
ordinated the admission process at Kashmir Bhawan in Delhi. Shri Nanaji Raina is looking after Maharashira
admissions while Shri T.N. Gurtoo is supervising Delhi admissions. The committee is doing an excellent job
in ensuring transparency at all levels.

An interaction with different sections of the biradari members was held twice last month under the auspices
of the Samiti at Kashmir Bhawan. A large number of biradari members from Delhi and around attended the
two-day meeting. Some prominent members from Jammu also attended. The purpose of this interaction was
(o discuss some important issues concerning the return of Kashmiri Pandits to the Valley.

Shri D.N. Mushi, Dr. M.K. Teng and Prof. K.N. Pandita were asked to prepare a report on these discussions
which they shall submit to the Samiti shortly. The report will be made public in due course after further

discussions.




Baradari News

Kashmiri Pandit Political Steering Committee
(KPPSC)

A Global Summit of K. P. leaders of different frontline organizations from India, USA,
Europe and Canada was held at London from 18th to 21st June 1997, with the aim of evolv-
ing a common social and political platform representing the voice of Kashmiri Pandits all
over the globe and of formulating a common minimum political programme (CMPP) ac-
ceptable to all sections of the community.

Consequent upon the deliberations in the London Summit, an apex body called the
Kashmiri Pandit Political Steering Committee (KPPSC) was formed comprising of a Chair-
man and four directors. Those elected for the Year ending September 1st 1998 are Shri A.N.
Vaishnavi, Chairman and Director of Intra-Party affairs, Dr. K.L. Chowdhary, Director, Po-
litical Affairs. Shri Triloki Nath Khosa, Director Cultural and Educational affairs, Shri
Ashwani Kumar, Director, Human Rights affairs and Shri C.L. Gadoo Director, Press, Pub-
licity and Economic affairs and inter party affairs.

The Common Programme of KPPSC has a political and social agenda.

(A) POLITICAL AGENDA :-
(i) Recognition of factors that led to the exodus of Kashmiri Pandits from the
valley to become refugees in their own country viz :-
a) Article 370.
b) Indigenous Islamic fundamentalist and secessionist movement in Kashmir.

¢)  Exclusion of Pandits from the Political, Social and Administrative struc-
ture of the State.

d)  The insensitivity and the failure of the Indian Political system to act deci-
sively and respond effectively to events in Kashmir since 1947.

KPs are determined to return to Kashmir with honour, dignity and safety
and work on strategies involving discussions on a safe and secure physical
presence in the valley. '

Guarantees against refoulment.

Inviting the State and Central Govt for a serious dialogue to expedite the
return to the valley of all refugees with compact and complete Constitu-
tional, Institutional and Political guarantees on their terms for all times to
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come.

(v) Improvement in the current status of refugees presently living in sub-hu
man existence in camps and non-camp habitations.

(B) SOCIAL AGENDA :- s

() Restoration and preservation of all religious places in Kashmir, sceking
control of all religious institutions in Kashmir and organising group pil
grimages.

Provision of facilitics and scholarship for students of the community at al
levels Primary, Univrsity and Professional.

Preservation of all cultural institutions and restoration of educational =
cultural heritage of the community.

through committees involving bureaucrates., We invite the State and Central Govt. for =
serious dialogue in order to break a new ground in the matter of early return of Kashmi
Pandits to the valley.

posting in the valley and in far-flung mllltancy afflicted zones of Jammu Province. Th
Sangrampora massacre and the rcecent killings in Gool should serve as warning signals to
the Govt. that they are trying to push the helpless people into death traps.

The KPPSC resolves to vigorously pursue the Political and Social agenda for
upliftiment of the neglected community and for the fulfilment of their urges and aspirati
for a speedy return to their homeland.

THE KPPSC REPRESENTS THE FOLLOWINGS ORGANISATIONS :-

AL State Kashmiri Pandits Conference (ASKPC)
Kashmiri Pandit Sabha, Jammu (KPS)

Panun Kashmir Movement (PKM)

Kashmir Samiti Dethi (KSD)

Panun Kashmir (PK)

Kashmiri Overscas Association, USA (KOA)
Indo Amecrican Kashmiri Forum (IAKF)

Indo Canadian Kashmri Forum (ICKF)

Indo European Kashmiri Forum

Kashmiri Pandit Association of Europe (KPAE)

Rk

THE LONDON KP SUMMIT

Standing L to R—Dr. K.L. Chowdhery (P.K., Jammu), Sh. B.L. Bhat (P.K., Noida), Sh. Virender
Sumbly (ICKF - Canada), Dr. Ashok Raina, (KOA - USA), Dr. Vijay Sazawal (IAKF-USA),
Sh. Avtar Tikou (IEKF - Geneva), Sh. Ashwani Kumar (PKM - Jammu).

Sitting L to R—Sh. T.N. Khosa (KPS - Jammu), Sh. Rattan Kotwal (IEKF - London), Sh. A.N.
Vaishnavi (ASKPC - Jammu), Sh. C.L. Gadoo (Kashmiri Samiti Delhi)




Terrorism in Jammu And Kashmir
—The Genesis and the Solution

—C.L. Gadoo

[Shri Gadoo represented the Kashmiri Samiti Delhi at the Global Swnmit of Kashmiri Pandit leaders
in London from June 18 1o 21, 1997, and actively participated in the deliberations, The working
paper presented at the Conference by Shri Gadoo on behalf of the KSD has been adapted by us and
given the shape of an article which is published hereunder for the benefit of our readers. Comments

are welcome.—Editor.]

AJOR issues faced by the Hindus in Kashmir,

who suffered the process of ethnic
extermination for having opposed the Muslim
secessionist movements in the State, arise out of
several political commitments, which have
dominated the developments in Jammu and Kashmir.
In the first place, a Muslim separatist movement has
been in progress from the time of the accession of
the State with India in 1947. Secondly, another
Muslim movement, which has largely drawn its
inspiration and support from the Islamic
secessionism in the State, has been going on in the
State, which has supported a separate and
independent political organisation of the State on
the territories of India but outside the political
organisation, almost in a state of equidistance from
India and Pakistan. Thirdly, the entire political
development in the State during the last five decades
has followed a process of reorganisation of its
government, society and economy o as to ensure
its Islamisation.
Basic Issues

The basic issues involved in the crisis in Jammu

and Kashmir are mainly those which arise out of the
irreconciliability of the Islamisation movement of
the State with the secular, political organisation of
India, which enshrines the basic principles of
equality and rule of law. These issues were basic to
the partition of India and are basic to the crisis that
has engulfed the State from 1989, due to the
militarisation of Muslim communalism.

The terrorist voilence in Jammu and Kashmir is
the culmination of the secessionist movements,
going on in the State during the last five decades. It
is politically motivated to bring about the secession

Koshur Samachar

of the State from India and unite it with Pakistan.
Let us face the bitter truth and refuse to be
hoodwinked by interested quarters, many of which
are in the Government of India as well, and which
have sought to camouflage the Muslim secessionism
in Kashmir to provide cover to its real objectives.
Pleas of alienation, erosion of autonomy, exclusion
of Muslims from political participation and
economic deprivation have been used to conceal the
real character of Muslim separatism and
communalism in Kashmir. The Muslim unrest in the
State, the so-called struggle for self-rule, autonomy
and separate identity of Kashmiriyat, are political
movements, which are fundamentally communal in
character, aimed at the Islamisation of the State and
its ultimate disengagement from the Indian Union,
at a time when the Muslims in the State, supported
by Pakistan and other Muslim countries, find it
possible to defeat India.

Unaccepted Falsehood

We have lived in Kashmir in the last five decades
of Indian freedom and are perhaps the only witnesses
of what has been wrought in the State by Muslims
secessionist forces and the successive state
governments, with the passive acquiscence of the
Government of India. We cannot, in the interest of
our nation and in the interest of history, accept lies
and falsehoods as the truth, for that may not only
harm our community but also our country and earn
us the calumny of having failed in our duty unto our
country,

The terrorist flanks waging war against India
claim the divine right to complete the partition of
India, which, according to them, was left unfinished
in 1947, because of the accession of the State to
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India. The secession of Jammu and Kashmir from
India and its unification with Pakistan will extend
the Muslim power over the traditional northern
frontier of India. Flanked by Afghanistan in the east
and Central Asia in the north and China in the west,
Pakistan would assume a factoral importance in the
configuration of power in Asia. Using the ideological
and military support received from militarised pan-
Islamic fundamentalism, Pakistan would inevitably
force a further division on India.

The violence in Kashmir has three major
dimensions: (i) the Muslim militancy in Kashmir
with its transnational dimensions; (ii) its commitment
to the Islamisation of the government and society of
the State; and (iii) the terrorist regimes operating in
Kashmir and the Muslim crusade are communal,
fundamentalist and separatist in their content. The
ethnic extermination of Hindus in Kashmir is a part
of the basic scheme of communalisation and
fundamentalisation of the State.

Creation of Pakistan

The creation of Pakistan in 1947 was a landmark
in the struggle for the unification of the Muslim

Umma and ever since Pakistan was created, it has
followed a sustained policy of thrust for expansion
towards the east as a major strategy to spread across
Jammu and Kashmir and take the Muslim power to
the dominant Muslim regions of Central Asia,
Mongolia and Sinkiang. The terrorist violence in
Jammu and Kashmir is a continuation of the
consolidation of pan-Islamic unity, of which the
creation of Pakistan was a part. Pakistan claimed
Jammu and Kashmir on the basis of the Muslim
majority of its population and while terrorism raged
in Kashmir, it demanded that India be divided again
to carry the partition to its logical conclusion by
ceding the State to Pakistan.

The questions that immediately arise are: how is
the restoration of the 1952 status relevant to the war
of attrition raging in the State? How far will the
exclusion of the State from the constitutional
structure of India go to meet the Muslim movement
for secession of the State from India? Are the
militarised secessionist forces prepared to accept the
exclusion of the State from the constitutional

Koshur Samachar

framework of India as a basis to lay down their arms?
How far is Pakistan prepared to accept the exclusion
of the State from the constitutional organisation of
India as a basis for a settlement on Kashmir?

Evidently, the exclusion of the State from the
Indian constitutional framework will not be
acceptable to the secessionist military flanks as a
basis for a settlement, leaving them free to carry on
the war of attrition in the State against India and the
Hindus. It will only serve the purpose of carrying
the State almost into the no-man’s land between India
and Pakistan, which would then be exposed to greater
pulls from Pakistan. With the terrorist violence
continuing unabated inside the State, pressure would
be mounted on India to accept the exclusion of the
State from the territories of the Indian Union and its
defence parameters. Perhaps, the National
Conference leadership in the State would, at that
time, again intervene and bring round India to accept
a position of equidistance for the State from both
India as well as Pakistan.

Regional Autonomy

The proposals to lend regional autonomy to
Jammu and Ladakh would ultimately lead to the
division of the Jammu Province into the Muslim-
majority region and the Hindu-majority region and,
in Ladakh, the separation of the Muslim-majority
district of Kargil, already accomplished by the grant
of Hill Council to it. With the process of the
elimination of the Hindus from the Muslim-majority
regions of the State, already. completed in the
Kashmir Province, the whole region situated west
of the Chenab would be formed into a separate
Muslim political organisation on the basis of a
modified form of the Dixon Plan which was
proposed for the settlement of the Kashmir dispute
in 1950. Once the State is disengaged from India,
‘e pro-Pakistan Muslim forces would push into
Pakistan earlier than anticipated and the National
Conference would eventually be prepared to reach
a settlement with Pakistan on the separate political
identity of the Muslim-majority regions of the State
in which would be included the Pakistan-occupied
territories of Kashmir within the territorial
jurisdiction of Pakistan but outside its political
structure.




Pandits form panel

for talks with

p- national haman i

LONDON, June 22 (PT1)— Re
wesentatives of divergent Kashmuri
Pandit organisations meeting here for
# global sumait have announced the
formation of an apex political steer.
Ing committee to address all vital is-
sues facing the community, particy-
larty their retum to Kishmyir,

Announcing the formation of the
commitice after three days of delib-
erativas here, Dr Asvar Tikou, presi-
dent of the Indo-Kashmir
T, which hosted the summit, said
the pewly-formed stesring committee
would be empowered o negotiate with
1he state and central governments on
ihe vital issue of his cammunity’s
return 1o the valley,

Veteran Kashmiri leader AN, bec

Vaishnavi was unanimously elected
chiaizman of the committee which will
have four members, Dr KL
Choudhary (political affairs), MrT.N.
Khosa (cultaral and educational), #r
CL. Gadoo (finance and publicity)
and Mr Ashwini Kumsar (human rights
affairs)

Brefing newsmen on the delib-
crations, Dr Vijay Sazawal, coording-
tar of Overseas Kashmiri Pandit As.
socitions, said the summit had sharply

come out ngnmst “partisan and selec-  gng

five agenda” being pursued by inter-

vk

govt

ghts organisations,
particularly Amnesty Inéemnational,
regarding the turmoil in Kashmir,
“The political agends that Am-
nesty Intenational is pursuing would
have meant that if the Organisation
was in existence it would tm a blind
eyeto the camage of Jews in Nagj
concentration camps spread all over

Europe in the 19405, Dy Sazawal
said.

He said, "It would not be long
befaresuch self-styled organisations,
which fawn over terrorists, kidnap.
pers. rapists and Islamic meroenaries,
are exposed before civilised people.*

“Ttis ﬁmlhuhmmnglus%
changed their agenda and instead of
oming mouthpieces and
ganda tools of terrorists and funda.
mentalists, spoke for the sulfering
masses |ike the entire Kashmiri Pandit
comnwnity which is facing exting.
ticn," he said,

Dr Sazawal said the global summit
haddcadedonmisingﬂwimcof the
sufferings faced by the commanity at
intemationnl fora, and said they would
sovn meet influential leaders, mem.
bers of Parliament and and
opinion makers in the USA, the UK
N counleies 10 exposa the
designs of Istamic fundamentalists,
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KPs' 3 day meet
in Jammu today

Excelsior Correspondent

NEW DELHI, July 10: Repre-
sentatives of Kashmiri Pandit organi-
sations will assemble in Jammu to-
morrow for a three-day meet called
for a High-level inquiry into anti-com-
munity attitude by the State and Cen-
tral Government.

We will raise our voice against the |
unabated killings of Kashmiri Hindus
and the neglect at the hands of the ad-
ministration at all levels, the Kashmiri
Samiti president, Mr C L. Gadoo said.

(Contd. on page 11 col 2)

I KP's 3 day meet..... I
(Frowrpage 1) -

The mecting in Jammu, Mr Gadoo
said, is to cement the unity between
various Kashmiri Pandit factions
around the globe.

after

This meet is being organised
the first-ever world Kashmiri Pandit

Summit held in London last month
and is being held to evolve a common
political for all Kashmiri
Pandit organisations for return of
community to Kashmir. Y

Beferring to the recent verdict of
Delhi High Court on the annual
Amarnath Yatra, Mr Gadoo ex;
his happiness and said, the judiciary
has again played its role and lived upto
the expectation of people. : £
piness at the statements of so
Kashmiri leaders, who have extended
their full cooperation for the forth-
coming Yatra. >t

i 'I ' x'q;r.

-

honourable return
NEW DELMI, July 20:

. Kashmir Pandit Political Steering
Committee (KPPSC) has urged the
Central and State Government to ex
pedite the return of Kashmiri mi
grants to their home with full dignit
and honour.
KPPSC, which metin Jammu last
Ik, evolved a Common Minimum
| Programme (CMPP), to safe-
the interest of displaced com-

punity, a committee release saild here

The committee urged the State

CGovernment to desist from negoting-
ing with any individual or groups of
ple for return of migrants,
We invite the State Government
Oor a serious dialogue in order to
areak ground for carly return of mi-
rants, Mr C L Gadoo, member of
CPPSC said.,

The committee also demanded o
igh level inquiry into unabated kill-
g8 of Kashmiri Hindus in what they
alled grand dexign to liguidate the
ommunity.

Centre and State Government
ould give constitutional, institu-
onal and political guarantees while
suring the return of migrants back

the valley, Mr Giadoo said adding,
r time being the condition of mi-

ts living in camps should be im-

ved.

He said the Government should

e effective measures for ery -
g all religious places of displaced
mmunity in the Valley, (T s
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faced discrimination and denial at

the community, be alleged that the
date for entrance test for various en-
gineering courses has been fixed
along the date of counseiling for the
same courses by Maharashtra Gov-
ernment, with the intension to de-
prive the Community from availing
this opportunity in their home State.

He said the entire KP Community
has taken serious view of this atti-
tude of the Government. Mr
Vaishnavi said the KPPSC will
launch a campaign outside the nation
against the human rights violations
of the commanity and it will also
submit a representation to World
Human Rights Commission in Ge-
neva during its next meet in Septem-

ber.
WVanmeAnStm
Kashmiri Pandit Conference will
observe the July 13 as “black day",
saying that onslaoght against the
- Community had started on this day

The “Political Steering Committee” members of Kashmiri Pandits addressing a joint press conference in

Jammu on Saturday.

Excetsior/Ashok

KPs warn Govt against holding
| parleys with individuals

JAMMU., lnly 12 anacdq(he
Stote Government's move of holding
purleys with individuals und groups
of the displaced people; on their re-
turn 1o Valley, the Kashmiri Pandit
Political Steering Committes

dialogue with the genuine representa-
tives of the community on the issue.

This was stated by Mr A N
Vaishnavi, Convenor KPPSC while
talking to media persons here today.

He said the Steering Commitiee
which s the Apex Body of all

(xmmwummu ot

other KP bodies will participate in
the "black day," he added. e
Mr Vaishnavi also lambasted ot
Kashmir University for setting up
papers as per the desire and wishes
of militants and fundsmentafists. Cit-
ing an example he said, recently the
students of BA Part second were
given a question in English Puper in
which they were asked "write a letter
10 Deputy Commissiones of your city

bout the mishchaviour  #8d

complaining
dmﬂyfmdmulm
in your area.”

He said this is a serious trend
growing in the highest educational
institution of the State, which indi-
cates that the people from top level
are invoived in anti-India baiting, he
added. :

The others who were present in
the press conference include Dr K L
Choudhary, Director Political Af-

fairs, Mesars T N Khosa, Director

Cultural and Educational Affairs,

o 193, Al the ropreiematives of.

issue,

- He said the Kashmiri Pandits arc
eagee to retum to their homes and
hearths, but the ground situation is
not yet conducive for that as the gun
still rules the roost in the Vallcy.

The KP leader said "how the Gov-
emment is flouting the idea of our
return o Valley when the militancy
il chases us in Jamma.*
Mm % State Government

ure in solving the
problems of the displaced community

nd restoring peace and normalcy
the Valley, he said the militants have
expanded their area of operation to

Jummyu region and the presemt situ-
tions warrant another exodus of
pesce loving people sceoss the Ravi -
river.

Taking a sericus view of Govern-
ment asking the employees and stu-
dent community to return 1o Valley,
he said such a discriminatory policy
will lead to serious repercussions.

Mr Vaishnavi maintained that
KPPSC has not made any dislogoe
with the Steering Commitiee consti-
tuted by the State Government so far,
saying that "no invitation was sent
10 us by this Committee.”

Rejecting the identification of se-
curity zoned, hie said "there i no such
move and atleast we have not identi-
fied any such zone, as yet.”

The KP Jeader said the Govern-
ment is not sincere on our return, bot
it only wints to tell the entire’ world
that we want to tike KPs back, which
in their core-of heart thay do not want,

he alleged.
unm.d:.amaom
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Namaskar,

Recently, I had an occasion to participate in two important events, one at London and the other at Jammu.
The Kashmiri Pandit Global Summit, proposed and hosted by the Indo-European Kashmir Forum, was held in
Hendon, London, from 18th to 21t June, 1997. Almost all frontline organisations from India, U.S.A., Europe
and Canada participated in the Summit with the aim of evolving a common social and political platform
representing the voice of Kashmiri Pandits all over the globe. A Kashmiri Pandit Political Steering Committee
(KPPSC) was formed comprising a Chairman and four Directors—all from Indian organisations with its head
office at Jammu. Kashmiri Pandit Sabha, Jammu, has provided an excellent office block which will soon be
equipped with most modern and uptodate communication facilities. With this infrastructure, problems of
Kashmiri Pandits will get international attention on an issue-to-issue basis at different fora, A working paper
presented by me at the summit is reproduced elsewhere in this issue.

The common minimum programme of KPPSC has a political and social agenda which broadly aims at the
identification of factors that led to the exodus of Kashmiri Pandits from the Valley to become refugees in their
own country. The main factors involving in this ethnic cleansing—indigenous Islamic fundamentalist and
secessionist movement in Kashmir, Article 370, exclusion of Kashmiri Pandits from the political, social and
administrative structure of the State and the failure of the Indian political system to respond effectively to
events in Kashmir since 1947 and take appropriate decisions.

Kashmiri Pandits are determined to return to Kashmir with honour, dignity and safety and work on strategies
involving, inter alia, discussions on a safe and secure physical presence in the Valley; restoration and
preservation of all religious places in Kashmir and its lands occupied by unscrupulous elements; build a
heritage centre at Jammu; provide educational scholarships; medical assistance to the needy; organise

programmes for the welfare and development of women; and bring about improvement in the current status
of refugees living in sub-human conditions in camps and non-camp habitation. For this, active support from
the biradari members will be sought throughout the globe.

KPPSC met at Jammu from 11th to 13th July, 1997, We had a closed-door meeting to discuss ways and
means for the implementation of the programme agreed to at London. Every participant showed vigour and
will to carry on the programme at various levels. We also held a press conference on 12th July, 1997, which
was well attended. Every Director of KPPSC and its Chairman explained in detail the agreement and the
programmes. There was good response from the media. This was followed by a public meeting the next day.

The return of Kashmiri Pandits was the main agenda. Every speaker stressed on the need to streamline the
efforts of different organisations for meaningful measures to be adopted by the biradari as a whole.

We have pledged to move together in future in the interests of our community and look forward to your
valuable guidance, support and co-operation to carry forward our mission.

With warm regards,

Yours sincerely,

C.L. Gadoo

President

Kashmiri Samiti Delhi

M.
August 1997
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Kashiiiri Samiti
rejects Govt plan
NEW DELMHI, Aug 17:
The Kashmiri Samiti today re-

Kashmiri Samiti...
(From page 1)

“The report has not considered the
economic and social condition of the
migrants and no representative from
any migrants® organisation was in-
vited by the sub-committee for dia-
Jogue, he added. »

The sub-committee, headed by
Financial Commissioner (Planning),
Mr M L Koul, had recommended to
the State Government a Rs 2799.11
crore rehabilitation package for the
migrants including creation of the
authority of Protector General of Mi-

(PGMP) and setting up
of transit settlements. (FTl)

g e ——— —
-~

1
3
N

facilitate the rehabilitatio
Kashmiri faigrants. g 4
It is still not clear as 10 what led |
to the preparation of the report and
what were the sanctions behind the
recommendations, the o
Kashmird' Swmitl, M‘r”::dl,“(';or“ ;
said here. o

(Comr® nanage 11 col 1)
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Namaskar,

Consequent upon the dubious decision of the Jammu and Kashmir government to push back the Hindu
refugees into the inferno in Kashmir, after having been subjected to untold miseries during their exile, a
conference of the leaders of various Kashmiri Pandit organisations was held at Kashmir Bhawan on August
13, 1997, which was followed by a public meeting the next day. The report of the committee appointed by the
State government to recommend such measures as would enable the Kashmiri Pandits to return to their homes
and hearths was discussed thoroughly in the conference. It was attended by representatives of the Kashmiri
Samiti. Delhi: the All-State Kashmiri Pandit Conference; the Kashmiri Pandit Sabha, Jammu; Panun Kashmir;
the Jammu and Kashmir Vichar Manch; the All-India Kashmiri Samaj, the Kashmiri Sahayak Samiti,
Chandigarh; the Kashmiri Pandit Welfare Association, Noida; the Jammu and Kashmir Sangam, Delhi: the
Kashyap Kashmiri Sabha, Gurgaon, and others.

The conference was unanimous in its denunciation of the report of the committee appointed by the State
government. Decision was reached to reject the projected return of the Kashmiri Pandits to the Vallgy when
the security environment in Kashmir was far from conducive for such a move, Fears were expressed that the
return of the Kashmiri Pandits at a time when unabated terrorist violence was raging in the State would be
disastrous for the community. Opinion was unanimous that the new efforts of the Faroog Abdullah government
to push back the community into the strife-torn Valley was to expose them to a fresh terrorist onslaught, on the
one hand, and silence their protest against the apathetic policies of the State government, on the other.

It was of the view that the Kashmiri Pandits in exile are an embarrassment to both the State as well as the
Central governments which thought that the best way (0 silence their protest, and obliterate their existence,
would be to push them back into the death trap, where they would neither be able to protest for what they
suffered nor be able to come out again as they had done in 1990.

The general consensus among the representatives participating in the conference was that the return of the
Pandits to their homes and hearths in Kashmir would depend upon the restoration of normalcy in the State and
conditions which the community would determine for itself.

The conference listed four major conditions, which they said were basic to the return of the Kashmiri
Pandits to their homes in the Valley. These are:

I. The abrogation of Article 370 and the integration of the State into the secular, constitutional fabric of
India to ensure them freedom of faith, right to equality and protection against discrimination on the
basis of religion and safeguards against persecution;

. the reversal of precedence of the Muslim majority in the government, society and the economic set-up
of the State, which had isolated the Kashmiri Pandits politically during the last five decades, impoverished
them economically and subjected them to widespread communal persecution;

. the re-establishment of demographic balance in Kashmir as well as in Jammu, changed by the ethnic
cleansing of Hindus in 1990 and the silent exodus of Hindus from Kashmir due to social, economic and
political oppression; and

4. the restoration of the properties of the Kashmiri Pandits to them, their temples and the lands attached to
their shrines and such other premises as are occupied by the Muslims at present.

We are fighting our war for survival. We trust all of us will form a united front against any onslaught on our

community.

With high regards,
Yours sincerely,

C.L. Gadoo
President
Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi

#
Koshur Samachar September 1997




AMAR SHAHEED PT. TIKA LAL TAPLOO
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE

Kashmiri Samiti President C.L. Gadoo addressing the condolence meeting.

Rich tributes were paid to Shaheed Tika Lal Taploo on his 8th Martyrdom
Day at a function held in Kashmir Bhawan on September 14, 1997. The
meeting was organised by the Shaheed Pandit Tika Lal Taploo Memorial
Committee and was attended by a large number of biradari members and
others. Prominent among those who spoke on this occasion included Smt.
Sarla Taploo, wife of the late Shri Tika Lal Taploo, Shri C.L. Gadoo, Shri
J.N. Kaul, Shri D.N. Munshi, Shri H.N. Jattu, Shri T.N. Razdan and
others,

Shaheed Tika Lal Taploo, then the Vice-President of the Jammu and
Kashmir unit of the BIP, fell to the bullets of the assassins on this day in

1989.




SEMINAR ON RETURN OF KASHMIRI PANDITS

(Organised by Kashmiri Samiti Delhi)
Gandhi Peace, Foundation, New Delhi,

4 OCTOBER 1997
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From (L to R) Shri Jagrmoharn, Shri Kedarnath
Sahni, Shri J.N. Kauwl, Shri C.I.. Gadoo.

A section of the e Shri C.L. Gadoo addregssing
the gathering.

A section of the audience Dr. Teng, Shri Kundan,
Shri Jagan Kaul can be seen in the front row.




Tt'stime for Govtto ask
Jagmohan todemand
thatwe go home’

ANURADHA NAGARAJ
NEW DELHI, OCT 4

HE bl was full and at first it ooked
fike everyone meant business. But
i the symposium on Return of
Kashmiri Pandits 1 the Valiey reached
Bialfway, it wiss obsious that not everybody
wats there for the couse, Many of them just
seemed 1o be on asocialising binge and gos-
wipped in hushed tones, even as the exated
spenkers drow morbid pictures of the com-
mmanity's sufferings. The one bit that caught
their attention was a plea to Priyanka
Gandhlnhcq:dman.
Ommmd by the Kashmin Samiti of

Deelhi, the symposiumwas s guthering of the
‘hplmcdanmnm)metnlmgpemdaf
time. “We are meeting after 1 long time,
The fast time we took to the streets, the
Gowda Government fell, This time maybe
it's time for the Janata Dal to go," Veerji
Khar, General Sccretary of the Samiti sasd,
amidst thunderous applsuse.

The audience iked this talk
of people power. Soﬂtypﬂmfu
the next 1S minutes. The Lt time Khar had
managed (0 get theirattention waswhen he
announced that all those who hed not
parked their scooters in the right pl.n:
should do so immedintely. Olbnwm:

police will tow them awiry,” he
Conversation and

stopped mnuy
there was a scramble for the dooe. After 10
mimutes, the troops marched back and set-
tled down. The symposium was underway.
C.L. Gaxioo, President of the Samiti, de-
livered the opening address. A minute into

TYES M'_Fl'u_‘h
migrants Seen

state for Hindus

EW DELHI, Oct, 4. -
liri migrants today said
Nouldnotgobadtothev:l]}:yy
unless the government guar-
anteed them social, economic,
rﬂlfﬁmlmdnhgiombeodom
i the state, reports PTI.

“The government cannot fosee -

Hindus shou!d be dispelled, he
added.

Farmer Governor of the state,

Mr Jagmohan, asked the
ment to make its stand
the state.

“Giving -a

his speech and he was stopped by s round of
applanse, marking the arrval of MP Jagmio-
han. Gudoo smiled und continued: "It is
sad that Kashmiri Hindus abandored their
homes on then Governor Jagmohan's call
Well, in that case maybe the Government
should a<k him to gve & simikar call for us to
retm.”

He and ol the following speakers came
dowm heavilly om the Gujral doctrine, blum-
ing him for the recent Kargil killings, “We
have to have a clear policy on where we
place Kashmir, And then, the State has to

assert power 10 keep the situation under  gress

control,” Jagmioban said.

That wasn't well recieved, but before
anybody reacted to that, the next speaker
was on the podium. “Doesn't bie kook like
Guiral,” was the find sudience reaction , But
when the vice-president of the Kashmir
Pandit Forum in the US, Jagan Kaul,
started speaking, everyone's sttention fluc-

tlungcoh-ukou.CLOadoo.pmai
dent of the Samit said adding the

us to gerbark 1o Kashmir to face

ment to provide suitable accommo-

dation w© migranis in Jammu and

Delhi, rescervation in government,
(Contd. on page 11 col 4)

Jammu and
problem and the
now talking about autonomy,”
he nld

Mr Jagmohan, who is also a
v Rofq Sabha MP, said condi
tions were not conducive for

return of the to the
thyllthkﬁiem

whospnhm

Wnd,ﬂlﬂconduavefmthe
return of Kashmiri Pandits 1o
lheirhomes heloldlqmp(m.
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Congress af the TAnited sStares
T¥asahingion, @ 205135

December 3, 1997

Jusuce M. N Venkatachaliah
Chairman

Natonal Human Rights Commission
Saddar Patel Bhawan Parliament Sc.
New Delhi, India

fax: 11 334 0016

Dear Chairman Venkatnchalinh:

We are wriling 1o express our concern regarding the plight of the Kashomin Pandits.

As you are aware, Kashmiri Pandits were forced to leave the Kashmir Valley due o
actions comumined by terrorists who were ammed and trained by the enemies of India. Since
1991, the Pandit community has lived in refugee camps scattered throughout Jammu and New
Delhi, Many of these Ul-equipped camps lack the proper educational and job training ftacilitics
thar would enable them to live decent and productive lives, Unformunately, the tremendous
suffering and the inability o return home has instead led (o the deterioration of ther comrmunity .

Kashmir Pandits are citizens of India and are affordad the same consurudional protection
that all Indian citizens enjoy. However, members of the Parndit community residing in the

United States have expressed their concern regarding the lack of aftenuion to the problems of the
Kashmiri Pandits i Indta.

We firmly believe that the Narnonal Human Rights Commission (NHRC) can play an
instrumental role in resolving this issue. [t is our understancing that there are several cases filed

by Kashmiri Pandits pending betfare the NHRC. We would like the NHRC o consider the
following opuons:

Declare the Pandit communiry an “Internally D-splaced People” (IDP). [IDP
starus  would regquirs the government to undertake extensive humanitarian
ass:sance programs consistent with the IDP charter.

Advise and assist the Government of India u creating conditions 0 the Kashmair
Vallev that are conducive to the return ot the Pandits.

- page 2 «

We thank you for addressing this important issue. We understand that this is a complex
problem and cannot be easily resolved, Nonetheless, we hojie that the NHRC will adequately
address the Pandits’ concerns and grievances in a timely fashion. In so doing, the NHRC wil)

help preserve this community and prevent Kashmiri Pandits from becoming the “forgotten”
peaple of [ndia,

Sincerely,

Frank Pallone, Jr. Sherrod Brown
Member of Congr Member of Congress




KPs Recall the Night of Terror
—A Report—

KASHMIRI Samiti Delhi organised a function in
New Delhi on January 20, 1998 to observe the
Holocaust Day, an annual feature, to recapitulate all
that happened during the night of January 19 and
20, eight years ago, when calls were issued at dead
of night by fundamentalist Muslims over
loudspeakers from inside the mosques and through
posters, asking Kashmiri Pandits to leave the Valley
or face annihilation. Despite the bone-chilling cold
weather, over 500 Kashmiri Pandit men, women and
children from all parts of the city were present in
the Speaker’s Hall of the Constitution Club to hear
from the KSD President, Shri C.L. Gadoo, a graphic
but heart-rending account of the tribulations faced
by the Kashmiri Pandit community, now in forced
exile for the last eight years, after they had to flee
from the Valley in panic leaving behind all their
worldly possessions, only to save their lives and the
honour of their womenfolk. Their only fault was that
they were the loyal citizens of their motherland and
had upheld the honour and dignity of the Indian
tricolor against heavy odds.

KSD had invited prominent political leaders who
at one time or the other, whether in the Government
or outside, had been associated with the turmoil that
overtook the Valley in the early nineties and even
before. However, only Shri Rajesh Pilot, Congress
leader and former Union Minister of Internal
Security and Shri Kidar Nath Sahani, Delhi BJP
President attended. Shri Jagmohan (BJP), Shri
George Fernandes (Samta Party), Shri Sompal (BJP)
and Shri Sharad Yadav (Janata Dal), who were also
billed to address the meeting, could not attend
obviously because of being too occupied with their
election-related problems,

Addressing the gathering, Shri Rajesh Pilot said
that having been closely involved in Kashmir affairs
when he was a Minister, he was very much aware of
the hardships suffered by the Kashmiri Pandit

Koshur Samachar

communi. ; after they had to leave their homes and
hearths. He was conscious of the fact that what
should have been done for this hapless community
when they were in power, was not done. He disclosed
that he had time and again warned Dr. Farooq
Abdullah that the only acid test of normalcy having
returned to the Kashmir Valley was the safe and
honourable return of the Kashmiri Pandits to the
Valley. Otherwise, all claims of normalcy would
appear to be hollow.

Shri Pilot suggested that soon after the elections,
a Committee cutting across party lines should be
formed to dispassionately discuss the problems of
Kashmiri Pandits and find effective ways and means
to facilitate the return of the migrants and their
rehabilitation and ensure adequate compensation for
the losses suffered by them. He offered to become a
member of such a Committee.

Shri Kidar Nath Sahani congratulated the KSD
for observing the Holocaust Day every year because
it helps in keeping alive the memories of that dreadful
night and the wounds that were inflicted on a patriotic
community by the fundamentalist elements in
Kashmir in such a brazen manner. It was important
that these wounds are allowed to remain fresh insofar
as they help us in reflecting on the blunders
committed by the powers that be with regard to the
humanitarian problems of the displaced community,
Takhs of whom are suffering as refugees in their own
country, he said,

Despite repeated warnings, the Central
Government had failed to take timely action in
checking the anti-Indian elements in the Valley from
spreading their tentacles in the State. Instead of
strengthening the pro-Indian elements in the Valley
and bringing them into national mainstream, the
successive governments nursed the illusion that by
providing them with subsidized rice, they could win

February 1998




over their loyalties, Shri Sahani added. According
to him, what happened in 1986 in Anantnag district
was a trailer of what was to follow in the early
nineties and the State Government always misguided
the Centre about the real situation. Shri Sahani
exhorted the Kashmiri Pandits to remain united in
their current struggle and to steel their resolve that
one day they shall go back to their homes in the
Valley with honour and dignity.

Captain Shiban Tikkoo, founder member of the
Jammu Kashmir Awami League, headed by Shri
Kuka Parrey, MLA, also spoke on the occasion. Shri
Tikkoo pertinently observed that all along these 50
years, the Central Government had committed
repeated blunders in handling the Kashmir affairs,
and added that there was no compulsion at any stage
in granting the State a special status when Maharaja
Hari Singh had signed the Instrument of Accession.
But the notion of plebiscite was all along dinned into
the psyche of the Kashmiri people when initially no
one had ever thought of it or asked for it. The pro-
Indian elements, whether Muslims or Kashmiri
Pandits, never got any support or encouragement
from the Centre. On the other hand, the State
Government encouraged the secessionist elements,
provided arms to them and facilitated the frequent
escapades of prominent fundamentalist leaders to
cross the borders and then come back after receiving
training in terrorist activities, The State Governments
of all hues kept the Centre in the dark all along giving
the latter an impression that all was well in the State,
so that they could enjoy perpetual power and get all
the benefits from the Centre.

Shri Gadoo, in his speech, called upon the present
and emerging political leadership in the country not
to close their eyes to the lurking dangers to the
security and integrity of the country and make an
honest appraisal of the situation in the Jammu &
Kashmir State. He said inter alia :

Let us be forthnight. Today country is passing through
a very grave situation. Forces of disintegration aided and
abetted by Islamicists the world over are working overtime
to wreak havoc in our country, Some international groups
masquerading as ‘Peace and conflict resolution” activists
are also lending their support overtly and covertly to

secessionists. The political leadership in our country has
to come to grips with this reality. They have to stand up
boldly to machinations of Pan-Islamicists, Unfortunately
the policy pursued by the power groups in the Central
Govt. ever since the dawn of Independence has been
erratic and an unmitigated failure. The policies have
promoted nothing but that which it was sought to combat.
The people of this great country are getting conscious of
the dangers ahead. They want complete reversal of
prevailing ad hoc approach and policies of the Central
set-up. And, our community having been the worst victim
and sufferer of the weak kneed, appeasing and spincless
policies of the Central Govt. and State government want
acommitment from the political leadership, a commitment
that will promote unity and integrity of our Nation. A
commitment that will ensurc our cultural ethos and protect
our thousands of year old civilisation. This community
wanis a future central set-up which can deliver basic
human rights and a civil society to all Indians irrespective
of caste, creed, colour, minority or majonty. We demand
a government which can assure law and order, dignity of
individual, safety of life and property and an honest
admanistration. Is it too much to ask from political
leadership?

Last, but not the least, we expect from political

leadership of India an honest appraisal of the situation in
the Jammu and Kashmir State.

Shri Gadoo placed the following minimum
demands of the displaced Kashmiri Pandit
community before the political leadership for
immediate implementation of normalcy is to
be restored :—

al A high level judicial enquiry into the causes of
Kashmir minority displacement from the Valley, the
role of political leaders, burcaucracy and other interest
groups in Kashmir turmoil;

An educational and economic package for the
community in diaspora,

Immediate adequate compensation for the properties
bumt, arsoned, damaged and compensation for those
who were forced to go in for distress sales;

The trading class in diaspora must be compensated,
aided and assisted in every way by providing suitable
sites, necessary finance etc., to establish themselves
anew;

To restore our religious shrines and cultural symbol-
restoring the ancient cultural names of the villages
which has been changed during last five decades;

Establishment of law and order in Kashmir and a
conducive environment for the return of the displaced
in dignity and honour.




THE HOLOCAUST DAY
January 20, 1998

Shri Kidar Nath Sahni speaking at the seminar
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A view of the audience and participants in the seminar






Mr. Rajesh Pilot, Mr. C.L. Gadoo and Mr. Kidar N

Samiti on the occasion of the ninth year of exile

ath Sahani at a seminar organised by Kashmiri

of Kashmiri Pandits in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Pilot admits failure to

protect interests of Pandits:

By Our Staff Reporter
NEW DELHL Jan. 20.

Mr. Rajesh Pilot, former Minister of State for
Internal Security, today admitted that his party
had failed to look after properly the Interests of
Kashmiri Pandits, who were forced to migrate
Irom their State because of milltancy.,

Participating at a seminar ‘The Holocaust’,
organised by the Kashmiri Samiti here today.
Mr. Pllot confessed that not much could be done
for the migrants due to the Government's in-
ability to find ways to tackle the problem suc-
cessfully.

Regretting that the State Government had
done little for the migrants, forced to live in
“Inhuman conditions,”” he urged the State and
the Centre to find ways and means so that these
people could return to their “Valley of Flowers.”

Referring to the sufferings of Kashmiri Pan-
dits, Mr. Pilot said it was shameful for a country
to see their breathen live in unhygienic camps.
not only in Delhi but in other parts of the coun-
try.

Captain Tikkoo, an associate of Kukka Parrey
— n renegade militant-turned politician — con-
demned the policy followed by the respective
Central Governments which failed to counter
the machinations of Pan-Islamic organisations.
“Forces ol disintegration — aided and abetted by
Islamic ideaologues the world over, are working

overtime to wrought havoc in the country,” he
said.

Criticising the leadership at the Centre, he
lamented that even nine years of turbulence in
Kashmir Valley had failed to teach them a les-
son. “Nowhere at the Government level, was
visible to any resolve wipe out the secessinnists
and terrorists.” he added.

Commenting on the migration of Pandits, Mr.
Tikko remarked sarcastically, "I can only stay In
vour neighbourhood as long as you want me
too,"” implying that if the state remained a mute
spectator to all the incidents and with no securi-
ty worth mentioning. the Pandits were left with
no other option but to leave.

Mr. Kidar Nath Sahani, president of the BJP's
Delhi unit, stressed theneed for highlighting pol-
icies that “promote unity and integrity’’ of the
Nation. Future governments should ensure ba-
sic human rights and a just society, which
worked for the good of the people irrespective of
caste. creed or colour,

Earlier. Mr. C.L. Gadoo, president of Kashmiri
Samiti. demanded a high-level judicial inguiry
into the causes of the minority displacement, the
role of political leaders, burcaucracy and other
interest groups in the Kashmir turmoil,
an educational and econemic package for the
community in distress and compensation for the

properties burgled and damaged.




THE MASSACRE OF 23 PANDITS

The felons came with the fox’s smile. The trusting but targetted
sleepy innocents served them Kashmiri customary tea. In a
minute the young and old werce razed to dust and ash,

Not even the ttde ones were spared. Two sueklings butchered al polat blank range.
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Rally by
Kashmiri
Pandlits

NEW DELHI, Jan. 27 (HTC)
itated over the brutal killings
of 23 Kashmiri Pandits in Kashmir,
the members of the community held
ademonstration here today, deman-
ding dismissal of J&K Chief Minis-
u:[n'e arooq Abdullah. AR
protestors rai
inst the Centre and Dr Abg;u‘r
, and burnt latter’s effigy.

d a dharna and blocked traffic
on Parliament Street. The commun-
ity members, including @ number of
women, carried placards conde-
mning the Pakistan Government for
their continuous interference in
Kashmir.

Later, the police r?:ned to mild
lathicharge to stop the
from moving towards 'Pmmmn
Street, At Jeast eight policemen and
a dozen protestors were injured as a
result of the stone-pelting and
lathicharge.

Addressing them, former Gov- ¢
ernor Ja said that the mas- |
sacre of innocent persons had once
again proved that neither the Centre |
nor the State government had any ;
control over the situation.

Mr C. L. Gadoo, president Kash- |
mir Samiti, who led the demonstra-
tion, said that the community had
been facing such onslaughts for the
last nine years.

Other community leaders, includ-

; ing Dr Agnishekher, Dr Shakti
. . i Bhan of Panun Kashmir and Mr H.
¥l ' A ; . L. Jattu, also took part in the de-

ntar Mantar on Tuesday against the Sunday's killings in Wandhama village in g
| area of Jammu and Kashmir. — HT phoo by S. Burmaula MQ'IBS)
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4 kids, 9 women also si

23 Kashmiri Pandits massac
£ ‘Freshwave of scare’

i |
| eight-year militancy in CM's constituency

their village carly thes mosmisg. of blood. Six members of one family,  raised some siogies

15.year-old Vinod Kamar Dhar  iscloding theee young children, had  TheslainParditsinclude 5-mem-
alias Asheo « & class 10 stodent of boen roasted in fire that devastaied  ber fansly ol a police wireless operas
Government High'Schol Lz~ who  teir bouse 2 ao the adjacent e tor Shadh Lal of Shopun who bad
Is the only survivor ameng the wiped ple. Vinod said that after the gunmen recently beeatrazsferred 1o Ganderbal
out minority community at set ablaze B two struciures, they arma Shadk Lal who was staying i

“Nath as well as the wereupla
From Ahmed Al Fayaz flames sfier mars lﬁfm ;pm-

rsd ever carnage of Beyears Hdipdr
oog miancy fa Kty b 0Ky Moulin comausky, 9%0

ey, unideatified terrorists-
dely belleved (0 be fortign
T ave massacred
many as
haviirl Pandit comanindty, n-
iding four young chilibren and
e women, during the
fous Shal-c-(Jadr in the Chief
finistey, Dr Farooq Abdullah's

{ the State, particu-
Che Valley, indat the same
e belrayed toslecurityflk

were busy in the nightiong prayers of
Stabee-Qadr at the village mosque,
came out and rushed towards the is
ferno for eescue. As some described it

23 members of 252 "rowtine eacounter” between mili-

tants and sacurity forces ot the nearby
Army camp of Kurhama, there was 2

RSP o blast which intensifed te blaze.

Within minuies, the villagers learst
that the entire Pandit community had
been wiped out selectively.

Six meabers of a family, includ-
ing sleast thwe young children, wese
even masted inside their house which
seemned to have been set on fire while
fezing from the spot. The adpaceat

o Place of worship was also ablaze.

- Some of the residents claimed that
they reshad 1o the 17-Bidar camp ot

i Kuthama, 3 k= from Wandhama, of-

ter mideight and spprised the Army of
everything They saidihat the officers

ag Sbowed e concernsaying thet they
during would po to the village next moming,

They said tha the compiajnants spent

. tbe night & Kurbama and retumed o

Wandhama arvd has bast bis parents,
two sisters, brother and maternal
uncle, fold the visiting officials and
some mediapersons that & well
armed group of 15 to 20 een n
“Army uniform” descended on the
viliage at 9.30 pan. and distributed
themselves fo three to smaller
proups, He said that the gunmen of
similar fentures had been frequent-
1y coming 1o a medlcal practitioner
Moti Lal Pandita for dressisg and
dingnosls, All of them, the boy
claimed, spoke in Urdu. Hesadd that
they demanded ten which they
sipped leisurely and after two bours
' they disappeared asking the inmates
not to make any movement cat of
{helr home,

Vinod Kumar said thet # sbout
midnight, innumerable roars of ssto-
matic gunfire and rashed to the fourth
sarey of s bouse wheze he bidundes
to find all of his family members and
neighbourers mowed down i pools

List of victims

1. §h. Mati Lal $/o Srikanth.

2 Smt Chboti Wio Mot Lal

1 Sangay Kemar S/ Mot Lal

4, Seema Kumari Dvo Mot Lal

5. Sarika Dio Moti Lal (Lady Police Constabie)
6 Vijay Kumari Wio Sajay Kusmar (S.No. §)
1. Venan Kumar (minor) S Sanjay Kumar,
§ Neemu (minos) $% Sunjey Kumar.

9. Kashi Nath /o Shiv Dhar Bhat,

10, Vinod Kumar Sfo Kashi Nath

11, Shadi Lal, Wireless Operator,

12 M. Stadi Lal.

13, Vikas (minor) Sto Shadi Lal,

14, Akshay Kumar Sfo Shadi Lal

15, Badn Nath 80 Shanboo Nuth,

16, Ashaji Wio Badrinath. -

17, Vinod Kumar alfas Papu Son-infaw of Badd Nah -

18, Jyod Dio Badri Nath

19, Moenakshi Do Badri Nath,
20, Rakesh son of Badei Nach.

21, Vishaoo Bat /o Tara Chand.

2. Dulai wife of Vishnoo Bhat
2, Triloki Nath soa of Tara Chand.




A Delegation Led BY C.L.GADOO Met President Sh. K.R.NARAYANAN
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" NEWS DIGEST

NHRC teal;n to
R-Day
ms in J&K

| : The National
'NEW DELHL: The Na
Human Rights Commission on
Wednesday decided to con-
duct an on the spot investiga-
' tion into the massacre of 23
Kashimiri pandits by militants
‘on the infervening m of
January 25-26 at Wan
in Srinagar district,
' %r hearing the "‘TWf
arious Organisations repre-
venting Kespmini peopl, te
. three member bench of the

: ! eaded its
- commission  head bMY N
Venkatachalish ~asked 18
director general (investiga:
tion) to proceed 1o the §pol
and submit a report immedi-

UT status Demand to reorganise Kashmir
for Valley

NEW DELHI, Feb. 27 : . A ; / i
Kashmiri Pandits stressed [l 111l RASHMIRI Samiti, Dethi has demanded that immediate action

that they would return to Kashmir

into a centrainaanas reorganised W e taken by the government in the wake of the massacre of 23 Kashmir,
INto a centrally administrated Uln. e e . “ . : .
ion territory. Pandits in Wandhama. The Samiti president C L Gadoo, in a written
thie g h::'c';:,;“g;":f;;,;;'g;'m'ﬁf; statement, demanded immediaw administrative and security measures
e ':,‘::.:,e:,’izf:';;,:z':g Snmapded 1) voot out terrorisn in the State in order to restore normalcy there.
e e enn. s terrorism et I 1 stated that Kashmir province be immediately declared as Union
b s bac 2 g ’ s e . s 4
T Pl e o et [erritory under Central admipistration and the process of *muslimi-
Pre 1Y . o N ; ’ . .
Kushmir Samiti. o eomsed by the [0 v o the State is reversed. The demographic change, which has

Organisation of displaced Kash-

miris in Delhi been brought about by the migration of Hindus from Kashmir during
e Valley and thoney continued in i the last four decades and afier 1990, be reversed and population ra-
the Valley and the only change was

b e tactics and technology used Wl 1i in the State be rationalised. The statement also said Hindus are

by the militants. < . £5 s f p ’ * ' '
rmalier. The eruation did not M willing 10 go to Kashmir with a proviso that it is reorganised into a
inely the Kastumin Boal oo Centrally administered Union Territory
ot e able o Lo would #nirally administered Union Territory,
humfx. said the Samun president
4
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Panun Kashmirl Samitl activists carry away o wounded demonnlutor in the Capital on Tuesday

Alwin Singh/Ploneer

Kashmiri protestors lathicharged

HUNDREDS OF l\mhmln Pandits
siageed o demonsteation ok Jantar
Mantar on Tuesday aflernoon
protesting against the the massacn
of 23 Pandits in Kushunlr.

My were Tithicharged whon
they tried to cross the barrieade 1o
#o 1o the Notional Homan Rights
Commission

e demonsteators had startod
gntheringt near Parliament Stromt
Police station since Tuesday morn-
Iny

The demonstrators startod gisth-
oring at Parlinment Steoet around
12 In the poon, By 2 pim the demon-
strntors strted mneching towards

the barrleade to cross over 1o the
other slde na they wanted to go to
NHRC and meet the Prime Ministor
b0 submit thelr memorandum

However, the police fiest per
suaded thom not to do so
Moumwhile, some of the demon-
steators started palting stones on
the police, The police then used wa-
wr cannon on thom. Later, the po-
I resortod (o mild lathi charge
1o seare them, However, tho police
dembed thers was n lathi charge

Around 10 demonstrators ro
colvod minoe Injuries. They wero
dischurgod after flest ald. Agol
Proakash, a demonsteator almost
finted beense of the impaet ol the
Waler cannon.

Lator, & delogation subrnitied o
momorandum o the Proskdent, the

o Minkster and loader of the op-
position, Me Atal Bihari Viajpuyeo,
in which they demandod the m-
modinte disenbssal of the Kashenlr
Government,

According 1 the memorandum,
the massaere In Gandhorbal In
Kbl bas undorlined the lnten-
sty of the genvcidal wir agabost
Mindus in Kashmir, s fuet which po-
ltieal Jendership refused 1o ae-
knowlodge

Th meemorandum sakd the State
Governmant eannot escipe the re
sponsibility for the present an woell
pust massacres of Pandits In
Sangrampurn and Gool in Jammu
Nid kshondlr: 1t alvo demonstrates
the fallure of the National
Conforence Government snd
Natlonal Government as well

The memorandum sald the on
tre s of intomally
sons and thelr return should be d!
roctly undertaken by the Centrs,
The community bas 0o fith in the
NC Government and s bureau-
cracy.

A highelovel Judicial probe may
be instituted t look into all aspects
of the State Governmont's handling
of the return of the Pandits, the
memorandum sald,

e Pandits wlwo demanded tm-
medinte evacuation of o fow hun-
drod Hindu fumitles still strandod
Iy Kashmir:

The demonstration wis organ-
tsod by Panun Kashmir, Al India
Koshmirt Samaj, Kashmind Samitl
and All Indin Displaced Kastumiri
Pandits Conforeses,




Wondhama Tragedy
Special Number of KOSHUR SAMACHAR Released

HE Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, held a Press

conference at the Press Club, New Delhi, on
February 26, 1998, to acquaint the public, in general,
and mediapersons, in particular, with the true picture
of the continuous carnages in Jammu and Kashmir
which have been reflected in the latest frightful
mayhem of merciless murders in a village in
Kashmir. The Special Number of Koshur Samachar,
the trilingual official organ of the Kashmiri Pandit
community, which featured the latest carnage, was
also released to the Press on the occasion.

From the dais, sitting with Shri C.L. Gadoo,
Sumer Kaul and A.N. Dar, former editors of national
dailies and now noted columnists, and A.N. Kaul,
Editor-in-Chief of the Samachar, with its Editorial
Board, S.N. Bhat ‘Haleem’, T.N. Dhar ‘Kundan’,
Prof. C.L. Sapru and D.P. Bhan, and the members
of the Samiti's Executive Council around, Shri
Gadoo touched upon the 5,000-year-old annals of
Hindus in Kashmir and their wilful and systematic
annihilation in the State. He said that the history of
Kashmir after 1947 and especially after 1989 is full
of instances of religious discrimination and the
forced exile and ethnic cleansing of the minuscule
minority of Kashmiri Pandits in the Valley,

He said that it was ominous that this third macabre
incident occurred after the carnage at Sangrampora
in Kashmir and Gool-Gulabgarh in Jammu, after the
Farooq Government took the reins of the State in
his both hands. And this carnage was committed in
the Chief Minister's own constituency of Ganderbal,

Tears filled the eyes of the audience as they went
through the pages of the Samachar. Though it is
shameful that this gruesome and barbaric mayhem
was committed in the month of holy Ramzan on the
night of Shab-e-Qadar, was it a wilful tragic
coincidence that all the Muslims of the village were
praying in a mosque. And then not a dog barked or
was killed in the indiscriminate volley of gunfire by
the ISI-trained militants, they wondered.

Shri Gadoo said: “We had always considered the
Muslims of Kashmir our brethren. But how can we
think that any longer now? How can we have a
dialogue with them when Islamic militants are raping
our sisters and mothers and killing our relatives? Like
at the time of Partition, the state has once again

Koshur Samachar

witnessed such an upheaval”,

“More than nine years ago, almost three lakh
Kashmiri Pandits were forced to leave their home
state. We were made refugees in our own country
and have been trapped in the proxy war being waged
by Pakistan and the Muslim fundamentalism in the
Valley and ethnic cleansing that is taking place there.
But no one has the guts to present the true picture of
the persecution in Kashmir,” he added.

He lamented the fact that the terrorists have
become national heroes and their victims mere
statistics in government files. No prominent militant
has been punished for his crimes in the Valley.
Magbool Bhat, founder-member of the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front, was sentenced to death
by Pt. Nilakanth Ganjoo, the then Session Judge.
But the judge was gunned down soon after in a busy
market in Srinagar.

“When the structure of the so-called Babri Masjid
was demolished, there was an uproar in the country.
The media splashed its photographs all over and the
politicians utilised the issue to conjure up support.
But now when the Home Minister admits in
Parliament that many temples have been desecrated
and razed in Kashmir, no one says anything,” he
added.

The Samiti President said that while there is
reservation for minorities in India, more than 96 per
cent of the jobs are usarped by Muslims in the State.
In the next five years, not a single Hindu will be
working in the State government offices, he ruely
predicted.

He said that the policy of appeasing vote banks,
being followed by political parties in the country,
has merely helped to sideline Pandits in Kashmir,
“At only 2 per cent, we hardly constitute a vote
bank,” he added.

Shri Gadoo said that Kashmiri Pandits want to
return home. “There are no two views about it. One
day, we will go back to our roots and culture but
how and when we will do that nobody knows,” he
added.

“And look at the security scenario. In
Sangrampora, barely 60 kilometres from Srinagar,
Hindus were massacred. In Gulabgarh, near Jammu,
they were dragged out of a bus and made the target

ril 1998
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of militant bullets. Now in Wondhama, among the
23 Pandits who were massacred there, a one-year-
old baby's body was pumped with 16 bullets.” he

added.

He said: “Even the Army has admitted that it has
lost more officers and men in these past nine years
than it did in the three wars India fought with
Pakistan for Kashmir. Almost 1,800 Pandits have
been killed in Kashmir while 6,500 are missing,
presumed dead, over the past eight years.”

He demanded that immediate administrative and
security measures be taken to root out terrorism and
{o restore normalcy in the State and the Kashmir
Province be declared as a Union Territory under the
Central administration, so that the process of
Islamisation in Kashmir is reversed.

Shri Gadoo pointed at the demographic changes
which have been brought about by the forced
migration of Hindus from Kashmir during the last
four decades and later after 1990 should be also
reversed so that the population ratio in the state was
rationalised.

The State government has failed to curb terrorism.
Militancy continues unabated in the state, which
invites more demographic changes. The only change
that has come about in the militant operations is that

of tactics and technology, he added.

Later, the Samiti released the Special Number of
Koshur Samachar, its official organ, dedicated to the
victims of the Republic Day-eve massacre of 23
Pandits in Wondhama. Releasing the journal, Shri
Gadoo told mediapersons that the Wondhama
massacre had brought many festering issues to the
fore, including the question mark over the future of
the Hindus who had been flushed out of Kashmir
and their conflict with the Muslim population of
Jammu province. He said that the State government
has failed to curb terrorism and the claims that the
situation in Kashmir was returning to normal were
false, which are “largely based on its inability to
accept the harder realities of the situation.”

The editorial in the journal said that there could
also be a deliberate design in appearing to misread
the situation. The Wondhama incident had proved,
beyond any doubt, that the Muslim crusade in
Kashmir was aimed at the Hindus as much as it was
aimed against India. “The basically communal,
fundamentalist and separatist character of the crusade
is ideologically geared to this outlook, which had
also dominated the Muslim League movement for
Pakistan, leading to the Partition,” it added.

—DDP. Bh.n

e

Koshur Samachar

April 1998



NGEING OUT THE REALITY:
:f-;um«ml.nw-boo&onmw
oranh by G.N. Tha

“We are trappéd ina

By Oun CORRESIONDENT

New Delhi, Feb, 26: “We had considered the Muslims of
Jammu and Kashmir to be our But how can we do that
uny longer? How can we have a dialogue with them when
Muslim are raping our sisters and mothers and killing
our relatives? We fear that, like at the time of Partition, the state
will once witness such an " sald an agitated Mr
C.L. Gadoo president of the Knshmirl Samiti of Delhi at a press
S LSty it g e
nous wo t they t ring true
“mhlme"d&egomhmun&uﬁordh.dm-
ation In the Valley once famed for its tranquil and serene sur-
roundings. “More than nine years ago almost three lukh
Kashmiri pandits were forced to leave their hame state, We were
made refugees in our own country,” said Mr Gadoo. “We have

been tra in the proxy war being waged by Pakistan in the
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ven the Army has admitted
It has lost more officers and
in these nine years than
in the wars India had
ith Kashmir. We don’t believe
that normalcy will return to

Valley for a very long time,
added,
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Members of Kashmiri Samitl, MeAN. Kaul, MeSumer Kaul, Mr. C.L.Gadoo and Mr. AN.Dhar,
M'Mmm'..mhmmmmwy.

Special issue of Koshur

Samachar released

By Our Staff Reporter
NEW DELHL Feb, 26.

The Kashmiri Samiti Delhi today released a
special issue of Koshur Samachar. devoted to the
victims of the Republic Day eve massacre of 23
Pandits In Wondhawa., and speaking for the
community, announced that Pandits would re-
turn home to Kashmir only after it was reorga-
nised Into a centrally administered Union
Territory.

The Samiti President, Mr C.L.Gadoo, told
presspersons that the Wondhawa massacre had
brought many festering issues to the fore, in-
cluding the question mark over the future of the
Hindus who had been flushed out of Kashmir,
and their conflict with the Muslim population of
Jammu province.

The Samiti feels that the State Government
has falled to curb terrorism, amd the claims that
the situation in Kashmir was returning to nor-
mal were false, and “largely based on the in-
ability to uccept the harder realities of the
situation™,

The Samiti feels there could also be a deliber-
ate design in appearing to misread the situation,
while militancy continues unabated. and the
only change apparent is that of tactics and tech-
nology used by the militants. ** As long as the
normalisation of the situation Is not

the minorities, in this case the Kashmiri Pandits
would not return to their homes”, Mr Gadoo.
sald.

The Samiti said the Wondhama incident had
also proved beyond doubt that the Muslim cru-
sade In Kashmir was aimed at the Hindus. as
much as it was aimed against India. “The basi-
caly communal, fundamentalist and separatist
character of the crusade is ideologically geared
to this outlook. which had also dominated the
Muslim League Movement for Pukistan, leading
to Partition.”

The third Issue, crucial to peace and the eco-
nomic, political and social progress of Kashmir.
as well as its integration onto the secular consti-
tutional organisation of India was Article 370.
The Samitl has aid abbrogating Article 370 was
arguably an imperative pre-requisite to end the
“"Muslimisation™ of the State.

It was time the Government realised a mind-
set of seeking inter-community balance of In-
terests as the basis of the settlement of the crisis
in the State could ensure no more than a mea-
sure of advantage for those who needed the
Mushlim votebank.

The Pandits did not wish to be “pushed back
into Kashmir to the slavery of a Muslim State,”
Mr Gadoo said.

The special issue of Koshur Samachar was
released by columnist. Mr Sumer Kaul.
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. 4 militants in the Sres by

M {amm state, said Kashmirj

' Stating that the sati '

Organisation
|| St bt el
2 Y rist vio i

uewed_ Mmigrations in Jammy vince, Samit; e 1o Jammu .

K“m’- ‘l, (he

we
" Of the Stite GonacnoUnee the abilty

Jamarity to Hindy mln‘:ri'l‘i:‘fg ‘

Jam';nu region,
e & e sp’d the Organisation had ¢
: and l'(uhmn: and urge the | /g again Wwamed about the gmwli::
; Contd on Page 11 Col P Ism in Jammy Province,
R 1 ' Where plans are afoor to change the
demographic Proportions.

AY 18, 1998 (PAGE-4)

NEW DELHI, May 17:

Kashmiri Samiti, a representa-
tive body of people from the Jammu
and Kashmir state in the Capital, has
lauded the Union Government for
conducting nuclear tests at Pokhran
this week. »

The Pokhran tests have changed
history by breaking the monopoly of
nuclear weapon countries, which had
held the world at ransom for long,
the Samiti said in a statement here

yesterday. "
- It said the tests M&ﬂe for -
_muclear

India in achieving
e i, memnt in the wi

“;;:- Wﬁm .ﬂﬁd' mor-
5 res our Northern frontiers,
B" g‘g h during the last several years

a medsptoponnonn.
piti added. (PTT)




Namaskar,

I have just returned after paying a personal visit to the United States where I got an opportunity to meet
several important persons connected with the Kashmir problem and found them greatly concerned with the
future of the Kashmiri Pandit community. Besides several American leaders with whom I interacted, I had a
long meeting with Congressman Sherrod Brown in Washington during which he exhibited his keen involvement
in the Kashmir problem and deep concern for the future of the exiled community. He talked to me about the
sordid events taking place in Kashmir and turbulations the community has suffered. I have a strong belief that
now, thanks to the ceaseless efforts of our own brothers and well-wishers in the USA, there is greater appreciation
among the Americans of our position and stand on our return to our hearths and homes. The Congressman,
who is adequately informed about the developments in Kashmir and also the plight of the Kashmiri Pandits,
was sad that the community has had to face untold miseries and assured me that he would try his best to
persuade the US Government as well as the Indian authorities to adopt a more sympathetic policy towards us.

I met several leaders of the Kashmiri Pandit community in America—of the Indo-American Kashmir
Forum (IAKF), the Kashmir Overseas Association (KOA) and some others—and discussed with them a series
of plans which could be adopted to chart out the future of the community. I explained to them the stand the
Kashmiri Samiti has been taking on the return of the Kashmiri Pandits to the Valley and the work it has done
to ameliorate their hardships.

In Atlanta a Mahayagya was performed for the salvation of the community by the Indian American
community in which about 1,000 members participated. I was given an opportunity to address the congregation
which got so sentimental after hearing the account of our life in exile that a number of them came forward
with their contributions. I requested the KOA to receive the contributions and suggested that the same be part
of the project which it will sponsor as the medical assistance programme for the Pandits and assured the
Samiti will co-ordinate with it in finding deserving cases.




SHERROD BROWN
THIRTHENTH DISTRICT, OHIO

April 20, 1998

C 1. Gadoo, President
Kashmiri Samiti Delhi

Kashmir Bhawan, Amar Colony
Lajpat Nagar - IV

New Delhi, India 110024

Dear Mr. Gadoo:

1 very much enjoyed mecting you at Vijay Sazawal's home recently. Our conversation
was enjoyable and enlightening, particularly the discussion concerning Kashmir and India.

Please be assured that 1 will continue to bring the plight of the Kashmiri Pandits to the
attention of both the 1. S. and Indian governments in an effort ta facilitate the community’'s
eventual return home with dignity and full security.

“Thank you for all your hard work. I hope our paths will cross again in the near future.

Sincerely,

SHERROD BROWN
Member of Congress

ce: Dr. Vijay K. Sazawal, President
Indo-American Kashmir Forum

Asibrbond and pnbd 1Or by the Brown fue Congress Commitioes

Commirshmimne ta (he Bown 1or Conmrms Cmmmitios are no Lax deductinle

————————————————————————— ——————————————eesy
Kaoshur Samachar =




ashmiri bodies
slam Pak for
Doda killings

NEW DELHI, June 22 (HTC)

The Kashmari Samiti, Delhi and
the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind, have
condemned the brutal killings of
26 innocent persons in Doda dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir,

A delegation of the Samiti met
the Union Home Minister L. K.
Advani and lodged a protest the
failure of the State Government 1o
protect against the lives of inno-

I cent people.

The delegation which was led by

, Its president, Mr C. L, Gadoo, told

,Mr Advani that the massacre of

innocent citizens has become a

routine affair in the State after Dr

Faroog Abdullah became  the
Chief Minister.

The mussacre of Kashmin Pan-
duts at Sangrampura and Wandha-
. ma in Kashmir valley followed by
three massacres of Hindus in Doda
district, showed that the situation
‘has further worsened in J&K

Apprising Mr Adveni about the
"prevailing situation in the Stute the
; delegation members said that the
| Wltimate game plan of Pakistan
"was to ethnically cleanse the Hin-
“'dus from the Muslim majority
areas of the State, They demanded

..that some demographic ¢ be
smade immediately in the
jority areas of the state.
further demanded that

Kashmiri Samiti activists sitting in & silent dharna to protest against the Doda
massacre in the Capital on Monday. — HT photo by S. Burmaula

Village Defence Committees in
Doda should be revived im-
mediately and the members of
these committees should be given
arms, They should also be paid Rs

2,500 each per month 1o motivate
them. Eighteen police posts
wound up earlier in the district
should be revived immediately and

Army Cantonment be set up in
Bhaderwah, they demanded,
Meanwhile, the Jamaat general
secretary, Mr Muhammed Jafur,
has condemned the Killings. Ex-
pressing has grief over this inhy-
man act, he conveyed his heartfelt
whicﬁ to the relatives of the
ms.

O v zigem, f feeft, 23 9% 1998

He demanded that the Govern-
ment should order a high-level ¢a-
tﬂry into this massacre and punish

Mr Jaiu appealed t the people
of Jammu region, umcnlnrtv
those of Doda, 10 kcep
irrespective ol their relnp‘on or
community.
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MEMBERS of several Kashmir organisations
todsy braved the searing heat and humidity in
the Capital to voice their anger over the
massacre of 26 persons in Doda four days ago.
They said that such Incidents had become
rouunommeFamoqAbdullahmm
came 10 power in 1996,

*The massacre of Kashmiris In

has further deteriorated in the Valley,"" said S.S.
Kotwal, president of Doda Vichar Manch, who

: hasmmﬂ\ec:pnﬂtomoetlmmﬂomo
T Minister LK. Advani.
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NEW DELHI, June 22

Scores of Kashmiri Pandits today
protested ngainst the killings of 25
people-in Boda district of Jammu and

(%) Kuhminn‘d&*nmdednnfmmediulc
haltto the ethnic cleansing in the state,

The Pandits protesting here under
the joint banner of Kashmiri Samiti
and Doda' Vichar Manch also ook
strong exception to what they called
indifferent attitude of the subsequent
Union Governments towards the prob-

the minorities in the state.

Militants shot dead at least 25 Hin-
dus, including two bridegrooms, and
wounded nine at Champnari village in

‘ Doda district in Jammuy and Kashmir
« on June 19,
Kashmiri Pandit leaders said the
2 brutal killings could haye been averted
') hldthelllteﬂdmwmldonluml from
the past and ensured proper security to
~J the people.

They said the killing of 23 pandits

in Wandhama in Kashmir on January
J 25 this year should have been an eye-

opener.
E Samitl president CL. Gadoo de-
L4 manded that Doda district should be
declared disturbed and be handed over

&Aﬂnywﬂ!&ovcrﬁwmadumn{




Kashmiris
voice fears
to Advani

By Our CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, June 22: A delego-
tion of members of the Kashmiri
Samiti, Delhi, ealled on the Uinion
home minister LK. Advani to
lodge a protest against the cold-
blooded massacre ol 26 innocent
civilians by mercenaries in
Chapnari village on June 19,

The delegation led by samiti
president 1L, Gadoo told Mr
Advani that such massacres of
unprotected citizens have become
a routine alfair in the state after
the installation of an elected gov-
ernment. The massacre of
Kashmiri pandits at Snnkrmnpurn
and Wandhama in ashmir
Valley followed by three broad
dayvlight massacres in Doda dis-
trict during the past twosthree
months show that the situation
has further deteriorated in the
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NHRC Hears KSD Petition

The National Human Rights Commission met in New Delhi on July 21, 1998,
to hear the petition (case no. 490/9/97-98) filed by Kashmiri Samiti Delhi in
connection with the problems of Kashmiri Pandit migrants. KSD was represented
by Shi C.1.. Gadoo, its President.

After hearing the counsel for the Union Government and the KSD, the leamed
Commission felt that a wider and broad-based interaction and discussion with
the parties, representatives of the State and Union Governments, some of the
experts on Kashmir affairs and those who could contribute to an useful debate
on the issues may be necessary and useful. The Commission has, therefore, called
for a list of names who could be invited for such an advisory interaction to evolve
some workable solutions, particularly for an effective implementation a‘nd
enforcement of the J&K Migrants Immovable Property (Preservation, Protection
and Restraint on Distress Sales) Act, 1997.

The Commission has directed the concerned authorities of the State government
to prepare a district-wise list of the properties which fall within the purview of
this Act and indicate action taken thereunder by August 10, 1998.

NHRC for list of

migrants’ properties
By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI. fuly 23.
The Nutional Human Rights Cowmmission

by the Kashmiri migrants in the Valley and nd-
dress the immediate and over all problems of the
community. =y
Reacting to a petition filed by the Kashmini
S t on july 21, the Commission asked the.
Governments 1o Curry out broud-basced interne |
tion and discussion with the partics, representi
tives of the State and Unlon Governments snd
some of the experts on Kashmir affairs anid those
who could contribute to a useful debate on the
issues including the voluntary agencies, lHowey-"
er, before o deciston could be tuken on such &
step, the Commission has ssked the counsel for -
the petitioner to file a lst of names of those who
could be invited for such aa advisory Interaciion
to evolve rome workable solution. The counsgl=

has been requested to file by lwljw it 2

the namcs,
The Bist of prupcnkngfl:l be filed In ncdord-
ance with the fammu and Kashmir Afigrant Im-

maovable Property (Preservation. Protection and
Restraint ou Distress Sales) Act. 1997,
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THE BLACK DAY (August 14, 1998)

i ’ ""

KSD members demonstrating at the Pakistan High
Commission, New Delhi

Another view of the demonstration at
Pak High Commission
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udu;mummz whaid e & B
itants 1 Jammu and Nashair ané demanding ‘
that Pakistan be declared a temmorist e, {crTOriS state

~ the country for

the b a the st geromersa the Cmre el b et el
demn _ ey and Tangania ae only recent xampes yigh teror ctiely end boped that
fema 0 and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh re- 1 1 e memorandum added would so0n evole 2 stategy to
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Rally condemns
Pak’s proxy

war in Valley

NEW DELHI, Aug. 14 (HTCO)

The Kashmir Samiti of Delhi, an
organisation articulating the cause
of the persons displa from the
terrorist infested arcas of Jammu
and Kashmir has asked the Pakis-
tan government to stop im-
mediately their proxy war in the
o ‘;lnnooe po':ple i"l'T:::c e
ings o nt 3 orga-
nisation has also asked the US gov-
ernment to declare Pakistan as a
terrorist  state perpetrating

mem 3
demands were raised by
the Samiti members after they held
demonstrations outside the US
and Pakistan embassies here to-
day. The demonstrations were led
by its president, Mr C. L. Gadoo.
They raised anti-Pakistan and
anti-US slo condemning the
massacre Hindus in J& and
the gathering, Mr o'.ondd o

2. <

cd the that the present BIP
ernment led by Mr Atal Behari

ajpayece would be bold enough to
t.cep:he challenge .



Paradox of Being A Refugee in One’s Own Home

— C.L. Gadoo

[The Other Media, in collaboration with the South Asian Forum for Human Rights, organised a 3-day Regional
Consultation on “Refugees and Forced Migration—Nee for Rational Laws and Regional Co-operation” in New
Dethi from September 5-7. 1998. Delegates from six South Asian countries—Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka participated in the Consultation with the objective of "evolving a common instrument ar
the South Asian level to deal with the refugee situation prevailing in this region.”

KSD President CL Gadoo was also invited to participate in the meeting. The present paper is an adaptation
of the address delivered by him on September 5, 1998 —Editor|

S we know, the refugees are today a subject of

great import all over the world and more
particularly in our region, where the refugee
problems crop up ever so frequently but are of varied
nature and intensity and often too complex for easy
understanding and solution.

Who is a refugee

The word and concept of “refugees” is not new,
Itis as old as human civilization. In simple and direct
term, as commonly understood, it means “one who
flees for refuge to another country, especially for
religious and political persecution” as the Chambers
dictionary puts it. Yet over time the word has

assumed many different connotations, images and
character and today, we are seeking to define who is
a refugee in the South Asian context. This naturally
implies that the definition would vary from region
to region, from one social or political set-up to
*another, or between different customs and traditions
orreligious beliefs. Yet a ‘refugee’ remains one who
has fled or has been driven out of home by some
one who has no right to do so, and is violating ina
most inhuman way natural laws as well as those
established by human society. In ancient times, we
learn from legend, that Moses had to lead Hebrews
to flee from their land of adoption under harsh
oppression of, for example, burdens imposed by
back-breaking building operations. Or in North
America only two to three centuries ago, the Red
Indians were steadily and relentlessly uprooted from
their centuries-old habitations and driven into
inhospitable environs by the force of arms,
ambushes, cheating and unspeakable atrocities and
oppression to create what today stand as the USA
and Canada. This phenomenon was not peculiar to

Koshur Samachar

that continent alone. It operated equally harshly in
Australia and New Zealand by the European colonial
expansionists within Europe itself. We have the most
shameful and dastardly example of pre-World War
1 German Nazis who exterminated and thus expelled
millions of their own countrymen though of a
different race and religion. Where do we place such
victims in the definition of ‘Refugees’.?

Refugees from Kashmir

Having said this, I would now turn to present the
picture of the situation in regard to the refugees from
the Kashmir Valley with special reference to the
trends of State policies which cause or promote,
wittingly or unwittingly, this type of displacement
of hundreds of thousands of innocent people.

In Kashmir, the oppression that led to eventual
fleeing from one’s centuries-old home started
palpably with the birth of India and Pakistan in 1947.
In Kashmir, a section of the society-the Kashmiri
Pandit—was in a minority. The State, after getting
freedom from the autocratic rule of the Maharaja,
came to be ruled by “the people™ as they would call
it. And ‘the people’ were the overwhelming majority
of the Muslims of the State. Why the Kashmiri
Pandits came to get deeper and deeper into covert,
and at times, overt oppression on many counts is a
long story of bigotry, jealousy and zeal of faith.
Unfortunately for us, the short sighted political
considerations, again more imagined than real, by
the Central leadership, which ironically represented
the Hindu majority, made them to take hold of the
reins of State government’s horse but turn the other
way through all the years since Independence. The
inevitable fallout of this apathy was the growing
oppression by the State's majority community of

October 1998




their minority cohorts. This should be characterised
as a direct rather than incidental promotion of
oppression by the State machinery, reaching to an
unmanageable position.

Persecution of an intellectual race

Kashmiri Pandits are historically and traditionally
a community of scholars, intellectuals, and efficient
professional and administrative workforce and have
a passion for education. Here is a community which
is over 95 per cent educated in varied disciplines. It
was thus an unbearable oppression for them when
the State authorities worked assiduously and strictly
towards restricting their admissions to higher
educational courses and institutions. Simultaneously,
their opportunities to enter State government
employment were slashed and their landed properties
were taken over under cover of laws which were
unconstitutional, unfair and unequal.

Pressure on these luckless people kept increasing
to an unbearable point and this forced them to leave
their birthplace to seek new pastures. They left
silently and unobtrusively, but in a regular stream.
This was one aspect of the emerging refugee
problem, though not very visible commonly.

Diaspora of the Nineties

At the beginning of this last decade of the 20th
century, a new and deadly assault on the minority
community suddenly erupted with a severity which
turned out to be wide and unending. This was abetted,
instigated and actively promoted by Pakistan. Earlier,
incidents of physical and mental assaults, indignities,
humiliation and other pressures on individuals were
not unknown, though these were vocational. In 1989-
90 killings of the Kashmiri Pandits as a whole started
all over the Valley, first selective and later
indiscriminate. Women were dishonoured, raped and
then brutally murdered. Even little children and
babies were not spared. In short, nothing was left
undone or even half done—and continues to be so
with the sinister aim of pushing out the remaining
Kashmiri Pandits to seek refuge elsewhere.

As if this was not enough, bone-chilling
threatenings would blare out from the mosques, night
and day, giving time-bound ultimatums to Kashmiri
Pandit men to clear out of the Valley but leave their

Koshur Samachar

young womenfolk behind. Over the last nine years,
more than three hundred thousand well educated and
enlightened people, almost the entire community, are
getting wasted away physically, mentally and
spiritually in miserable camps and makeshift
dwellings in unknown and uncharted places.

Some responsible people in high places in the then
government of India—which has the power to
dismiss a State government in the event of a
breakdown in the law and order (which had clearly
happened in Kashmir), chose to ignore the facts and
cover them up in what was an exercise
unprecedented in history. They made statements to
the effect that the Kashmiri Pandits had chosen to
leave everything behind and move out of the Valley
of their own free will. And comically in those terrific
and tragic times, the government even went to the
extent of accusing their own nominated and
appointed Governor of the State as the villain of the
piece. He was charged of luring the Kashmiri Pandits
by offering free rides out of the Valley or small
tenements in some town or city outside their state if
they left so that he could deal with the rest of the
population. How ludicrous it was! And when it suited
them otherwise, they ate their own words. One feels
ashamed of even referring to such blatant lies
shamelessly put out by them. But it is an important
aspect to remember in any analysis of the refugee
question such as we are engaged in presently.

Politicians recognise no limits to their greed to
hold on to power and ensure votes at the next
hustings even when they fail miserably in their
gimmicks. They have been used to take the common
people as dumb driven cattle who could be fed with
the filth and rubbish and falsehood that they alone
can generate.

Anomaly of being called a migrant

The governments, both at the Centre and in the
State, have been doing their utmost not to recognise
these refugees as a constitutional, moral and
humanitarian responsibility of the State except
throwing crumbs at them as if in charity or as
bothersome pests. They are being characterised as
“migrans” and not as displaced persons, internally
or otherwise, which they are. To call them ‘migrants’
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is a travesty of facts. A ‘migrant’ moves out of his
own free will to seek better fortunes and need not,
therefore, be eligible to claim the rights of a
recognised and established citizen or inhabitant of a
particular place. As we all know, in the present day
world a large proportion of the population keeps
migrating from one place or country to another, just
because they want to better their prospects. A refugee
or a person displaced under force and oppression is
an entirely different proposition and is rightfully a
claimant of adequate relief and compensation and
eventual return to the place from where he has been
thrown out or displaced. All of us are aware that when
huge chunks of population in a country get displaced
to facilitate construction of a big dam or a
development project, the people displaced there are
given substantial compensation and even much better
conditions of life than they were having at the
original place. What have the Kashmiri Pandits got
instead? It is imperative that the terminology adopted
in international conventions and in common practice
should make these distinctions meaningful, flexible
and practical.

The Vote Bank politics

I have earlier mentioned about minorities in the
Jammu and Kashmir State, being Hindus in faith. In
our country as a whole, it is the Muslims who form
the largest single minority besides other smaller
communities. This large minority wields an effective
voting strength, which is solid and formidable. Each
political party, therefore, strives to keep them always
in good humour, which, not unoften becomes
counter-productive. Yet the politicians continue to
woo them and pursue their machinations even at
considerable cost to the society, including the
minorities.

One of these machinations is to emphasize the
point that Muslims in Kashmir, in spite of being in
overwhelming majority in the J&K state do need
special treatment and in that process even the genuine
interest of the minorities (here the Hindu minority
of Kashmiri Pandits) can be sacrificed to keep the
Muslims in India in good humour. This undoubtedly,
is a very weak and superficial assessment of the
actualities and essentially of no great respect to the
intelligence of Muslims in the country. That should
explain why the State government turned a blind eye
to the oppression of the Kashmiri Pandit minority
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and the Central government turned a deaf ear and
showed absolute unconcern for what was happening
to the Kashmiri Pandits in the State and where it
would lead.

By saying so, one does not advocate a movement
with any communal angle or lay any blame on the
Muslims in the country. The only point that is sought
to be made sincerely and objectively is the double
face of politicians of all hues, and shades in India.

Quirks of Fate

The other point that needs to be emphasized here
is full of pathos and quirks of fate. Reference is to
the Afghans, a large number of whom had to flee
their country in the wake of the civil war and the
extensive destruction of their country. It was a proxy
war of sorts. USA, fighting the then USSR was
supplying unlimited and un-accounted quantities of
war material to its friend, Pakistan. The Afghans had
come as refugees to Pakistan just as quite a number
came to this country too. Gradually, the section that
remained in Pakistan started falling on difficult days.
It was only natural that they feil to the lure of turning
into terrorists and trying their luck in Kashmir with
full backing of their hosts.

Kashmiri Pandits were among the front line
victims as refugees to escape the atrocities
perpetrated by the Afghan refugees, turned terrorists.
For the latter, we get reports that the wheel has come
full circle, for many of them are languishing in
misfortune here and there.

To sum up, this statement focuses on two aspects,
in particular; one relates to the trends of State
policies, which cause painful displacement and
which call for thorough examination and reform and
redressal.

The second, in giving examples of different
periods, places and occurrences, obsessions and
compulsions, I was guided by the view that it may
need serious thought and discussion to establish
proper definitions of ‘refugee’, displaced persons
etc. such as would do justice to these terms and make
them immediately understood and justly applicable
without confusion. For obvious reasons, this paper
is for the most part a profile of what actually obtains
in Kashmir which, of course, is a burning question
in sofar as refugees or so-called migrants are
concerned.




Kashmiri Pandit Balidaan Divas

SOLEMN HOMAGE TO VICTIMS OF TERRORISM
—A Report—

T was a mammoth gathering, rather unprecedented

in recent years, which turned up at the Constitution
Club, New Delhi on September 14, 1998 to pay
homage to hundreds of patriots, who fell victims to
the terrorist guns since the start of militancy in the
Kashmir valley in 1989, The impressive function was
organised by Kashmiri Samiti Delhi to observe the
Balidaan Divas (Martyrdom Day) in memory of
these martyrs, an annual feature.

Union Home Minister Shri L.K. Advani, Minister
of Parliamentary Affaris and Tourism Shri Madan
Lal Khurana and senior BIP leader in-charge of
Kashmir affairs, Shri Kedar Nath Sahani joined the
traumatized Kashmiri Pandit community in paying
their tributes to Late Shri Tika Lal Taploo and other
innocent Pandits, men, women and children, as also
the brave officers and jawans of the Indian Army
who had to pay a heavy price with their lives in
keeping the Indian tricolour aloft in terrorist ridden
J&K state. Shri Taploo, it was recalled, was a patriot
to the hilt, who stood for Akhand Bharat—a united
India and had consistently advocated the scrapping
of Article 370.

Addressing the gathering, Shri L.K. Advani
declared that the Government of India would
facilitate the return of Kashmiri Pandits ousted from
their homeland consequent to the rise of insurgency
in Jammu and Kashmir. Claiming that the BJP-led
government had achieved notable success in
containing terrorism in the state, Shri Advani
declared that “we would consider to have solved the
crisis completely only when we are able to provide
complete security and send back migrants to their
native land”. The Home Minister promised that after
complete normalcy was restored in the region, the
Union and the State Governments would open a
dialogue with representatives of the Kashmiri Pandit
community and work for their welfare and
rehabilitation. On the subject of return of Kashmiri
Pandits, he gave an assurance that the prevailing
ground realities will be kept in view because it was

a well known fact that they had not left the valley of
their own accord but were forcibly driven out by the
militants and compelled by circumstances to spend
all these years as “refugees in their own country”.

It was unfortunate, Shri Advani observed, that
“Kashmiri Pandits had become hostages in their own
homeland” due to the proxy war waged by Pakistan
through its ISI which had spread its tentacles all over
the country, including the South. He exuded
confidence that the government would smash their
nefarious designs and defeat the proxy war waged
by Pakistan against India.

According to the Home Minister, there was a
discernible improvement in the Kashmir situation
with tourism fast picking up. But normalcy in
Kashmir would be incomplete without ousted
Kashmiri Pandit populace going back there, he
added.

In response to a question from the audience about
the living conditions in migrant camps, Shri Advani
gave an assurance that he would talk to the
administration in regard to bringing about
improvements in such conditions. While Shri Advani
did not fix any time frame for the return of displaced
Kashmiri Pandits, he was emphatic that they shall
eventually have to go back to Kashmir.

Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Shri Madan
Lal Khurana echoed the feelings of Shri Advani and
conceded that unless and until the diplaced Kashmiri
Pandits return to their birthplace, Kashmir would not
be considered to have achieved complete normalcy.
He said he felt deeply concerned over the pains and
sufferings of the displaced Kashmiri Pandits, having
himself gone through the trauma at the time of India’s
partition. He assured the migrants staying in camps
in Delhi that more facilities would be provided to
them. Regarding the demand for regularising the
services of displaced teachers appointed on ad hoc
basis, Shri Khurana promised that the matter would
be looked into.

o, —————— —————

Koshur Samachar
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Shri Kedar Nath Sahani expressed deep anxiety
over the conditions in Kashmir and said that what
Pakistan was doing today was in conformity with a
plan prepared some 25 years ago. He said that the
Government would have to create a situation when
we can unfurl the national flag in Srinagar without
the escort of any security paraphernalia. He
suggested that the living conditions of the camp-
dwellers should be upgraded and their monthly doles
increased.

Earlier, paying homage to the martyrs who had
laid down their lives for holding unshakable belief
in Dharma and the unity and integrity of the country,
Shri C L. Gadoo, President, Kashmiri Samiti Delhi,
said that “change in Kashmir situation can be brought
about only be negating the policies pursued for the
last SO years™ including the abolition of article 370.
Paying homage also to thousands of officers and
jawans of the Indian Army who had sacrificed their
precious “lives fighting the Pakistan-sponsored
proxy war and fanatic Islamic terrorism in J&K
state”, Shri Gadoo said “a lot more Army
cantonments shall have to be established in the state
and pro-integration people within the state to be
mobilized and supported to defeat the fascist
formations, helped by zealots from different parts
of the world".

While the “misdeeds and erroneous perceptions
all through these fifty years resulted in the
catastrophe of 1989-90 for our community™, Shri
Gadoo expected from the BIP leadership, now in

command at New Delhi, “a better future for our
country and, as its citizens, a bright future for us”"—
tne Kashmiri Pandit community.

Complaining that the J&K Government was
unconcerned about the plight of this hapless
community, the KSD President said “nothing
substantial had been done to win our confidence”,
On top of it, the state government had been issuing
threats to the now hardly a few thousand employees
to return to the valley or else to forego their salaries
and jobs. “In no case are we going to be hostages in
Kashmir to further the nefarious designs of Pakistan-
sponsored and locally-abetted terrorists,” he
declared,

Striking an emotional chord. Shri Gadoo said
“Kashmir is a part of our life and death and once the
Indian flag hoists there without any need of security,
and terrorists and their overt and covert supporters
meet their doomsday, we shall return to the land of
Sharda Maa to once again contribute our best to our
country™, he added.

Referring to the extremely fluid situation in Doda,
Shri Gadoo reiterated that the security threat in that
district cannot be countered effectively without the
revival and strengthening of the village defence
committees and providing right motivation and
sufficient incentives to the members of such
committees. In this context, he welcomed the Union
Government’s decision to commence the process of
setting up a cantonment in Bhaderwah.

—A. N. Kaul
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sent back home: Advani

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept. 14, — The Union Home
Minister, Mr L K Advani, today said the govern-
ment would facilitate the return of Kashmiris
ousted from their homeland following insurgency
in Jammu and Kashmir,

The Home Minister was speaking at the bali-
dan diwas (martyrdom day) function organised by
the Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, to pay homage to
those who had fallen to the bullots of the terrorist
and separatist outfits in the region.

Mr Advani said the BJP had been successful in
solving the terrorist problem in Jammu and
Kashmir, He, however, added, “We would consid-
or to have solved the crisis completely only when
wo are able to provide complete security and send

| back migrants to their native land.”

He promised that after complete normalcy was

| restored in the region, the Centre along with the

state government would open a dialogue with rep-

rosontatives of native Kashmiris and work for

their reinstatement and welfare. He did not speci-
fy any time frame for the exercise.

The Kashmiris, Mr Advani pointed out, “had

 ——————— . —

become hostages in their homeland duo to the
proxy war waged by Pakistan through its Inter
Services Intelligence agency, The ISI has sproad
its tentacles nlf«ovor the country and has even
spread to the South, but the government will |
smash their nefarious designs,” Mr Advani added.

The Home Minister criticised “certain coun-
tries” which had advised India to "exercise pa-
tience™ on the Kashmir issue, saying countries
which had not undergone the trauma being faced
by India, especially Kashmir, would not apprici-
ate the problems. “Those intervening in Indian af-
fairs should refrain from doing so”, he said,

The government had achieved some success in '
curbing the 181 activities, Out of the 41 bomb
blasts during the past one and a half year, those
responsible for 36 blasts had been apprehended,
he said.

Pakistan, according to Mr Advani, has been
waging a proxy war against India after the signing
of the Shimla pact as it realised that it could not
match the might and prowess of the Indian Army
on the battle field.

The president of the samiti, Mr C L Gadoo,
urgod the government (o intervene in the matter
and restore the natives to their homefand.

—
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Plan to help Kashmiri mlgrants’ return

By Our Staff Reporter
NEW DELHI, Se
The Union Home Minister, Mr LK.
has said the Centre has formulated a plan to
help the return of the Kashmirl migrants, The
Jammu and Kashmir Government and the refir-
gees wonld be consulted on the measures to be

orga-
nised MUJ Kllllni’ Itl, New Dethi,
1o observe the ninth death annlversary of Tikn
Lal Taploo, who was the Stute BJP vice- presi-
dent when he was gunned down by the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberution Pront militants 1n
1989, Mr Advani said like chccking insurgency,
safe return of the refugeesto their homes was
also one of the objectives of the Centre,

Mr Adwvani 1l the gathering that “the Gov-
emment has been working on the agenda it hisd
set Itsell before the elections and some suceess
has been achieved as the rise in tourists to Pa-
halgnm Gulmarg and Amarnath Yatra (ndi-
mtﬁe k:lrw:;dmnl assured that “afl decisions
will be t m in mind that you (refu-
gees) were forced out™ of Kashmir,

Asserting that patience was wesgging thin as

afong time, the
as been on since

this proxy war has h.yon
Home Minister said
1971, when Pakistag realised that it could not

CI1r17y/INATION

aplna

lbcn hew\ Innocent civilians.”

took roots in Punfab, from
whmitq:udml(mhmlrandthentothe
North Enst, Today, however, it is all over the
couritry and the Pakistan'’s 181 has spread its
tentacles all over™ On how the Government
would combat the menace, Mr Advani said be-
sides checking cy, efforts ure being
made to catch the

In' this regard he potnted out (o the 41 blasts
in Delhi during the past year and a half in which
culprits huve been Identifled and urrested in 36
clses,

Recalling how he had gone to the funeral of
Taploo, Mr Advani said the late leader had been
recetving theeats for his bold pro-India posture
on the Kashmir issue. “But he did not pay heed
to the threats und paid the price with his life."
So was the case, Me Advani said, with Jakhs of
other Kashmirts who have become refugees In
their own country because they always stood by
the "Bharat Mata",

Mr Advanl sald “in 1947, the partition made
me and many others refugees, but at least there
were two countrigs then. Kashmiris are refugees
In their own country now.”

Tuking a'dig ut the foreign powers, Mr Advani
sakd they used to tell India to remain patient, but
when their diplomatic missions were targeted by

THE PIONEER 3.

{ fundamentalists they pounded Afghanistan and
Sodan with missiles, “Stll, they Insist that India
does not have the right to do so." But if “Amer-
icans are not expendable, neither are we.”

Earlier, addressing the gathering which in-
cluded the Unlon Pacliamentary Affairs Minis-

ter. Mr Madan Lal Khurana, and the former
Dclhl party unit president, Mr Kedar Nath Saha-
nl, the Kashmir Samitl president, Mr C.L. Gadoo,
demanded that Article 370 be scrapped and
more Army cantonments be setup in Kashmir,

Blaming the "“wrong policies” of successive
governments for internationalising the Kashmir
Issue, Mr Gudoo said little has been done at the
home front to ameliorate the problems of the
minorities of Kashmie Over 6,000 of them have
retired In the last 10 years but their children
have not been given jobs. Promations are denled
10 non-Mustim employees. They are transferred
1o farflung areas and even the government-
sponsored J&K Bank treats them with contempt.
he charged.

Mr Gadoo also refeered to the deterforating
educational standards, lack of work appartuni-
ties and denlal of financial assistance to the mi-
norities in the State. Purther, he urged the
Government to take steps to oust the illegal oc-
cupants of propertics and enhance the ald to the
refugees,
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An Alternative Perspective on Kashmir

—C.L. Gadoo

[KSD President C. L. Gadoo was invited to participate in a seminar organised in London on November 26, 1998,
at the House of Commons, Westminster, by the Indo-European Kashmiri Forum. We reproduce hereunder the text

of his address at the seminar.—Editor. |

N “alternative perspective on the Kashmir

issue” can lead the discussion into many
directions. However, I would like to present here
the picture as it exists and the attempts by various
parties who like to drag it into different directions
suiting their own interests.

The Jammu and Kashmir State came into being
formally in 1846 in a somewhat romantic setting
when the British rulers in India were busy
extending their domain and overpowering the
native establishments. In a war with the Sikhs,
the British defeated them, demanded war
reparations and finally obtained it in the form of
money when the defeated Sikhs had to sell the
land, which now forms the state, to the Dogra
ruler Gulab Singh. Gradually, the new ruler
expanded the state into what it had emerged at
the time of independence of India in August 1947.

Question of Accession

The Partition accompanying our independence
had left more than 550 princely states free to
choose which of the two dominions, India and
Pakistan, they would like to accede to. This was
under the Indian Independence Act passed by the
British Parliament in the same premises where
we stand today. Pakistan however, had an eye on
Kashmir all the while and even before the then
ruler, Maharaja Hari Singh, could decide on the
question, sent raiders and regular forces to take
it by force. Ironically, Pakistan broke its own
agreement with the ruler, called the Standstill
Agreement, and invaded the state. India had
desisted from interfering till the ruler would make
up his mind. Pakistan thus became the aggressor
from the day of Independence itself.

It occupied a large part of the state, more than
one-third of the total state’s areas of 222,000

Koshur Samachar

square kilometers, which it continues to hold on.
India, to which the ruler of Kashmir had acceded
and the people of the state had requested India to
accept the ruler’s decision, took the matter of
aggression to the United Nations. But (the then
Agro-American bloc) played politics and tried to
patronize the aggressor. In January 1949, a
ceasefire agreement was concluded between India
and Pakistan, which resulted in the overrun area
remaining under Pakistan occupation. Besides,
the UNO passed a few resolutions asking for
holding a plebiscite to determine the wishes of
the people. The essential riders were that all
Pakistani nationals and armed forces will be
withdrawn from the state (under Pakistani

by the legal Government of Jammu and Kashmir,
Indian forces would safeguard the borders of the
state and the state administration would provide
defence and protection to minorities in all parts

of the state. Pakistan did not comply with these

stipulations. It continues to occupy a large portion
of the state, about 78,114 square kilometres. It
has completely merged Baltistan and Dardistan
areas with Pakistan, depriving the people of this
part of Kashmir from elementary rights envisaged
in the UN resolution. Further, it has illegally in
defiance of the spirit of the UN resolution, ceded
5,180 square kilometres of the state to China.
Besides, it has completely cleansed non-Muslim
minorities from the areas under its occupation.

Unfinished Agenda

All along, Pakistan has been treating Kashmir
as unfinished agenda of the Partition. And, to
achieve its objective, it has again unleashed the
forces of bigotry, fanaticism and theofascism. It
needs no reiteration that Islamist terror traders
are working globally. Their main aim is to usher




in a state of mind which accepts Islam as the only
remedy for the modern ills of human society.
These bigots regard modern sciences, modern
systems of communication, freedom of speech,
freedom of conscience, life and work and equality
devilish concepts. This mentality is theofascism
or theoNazism. This is the worst type of thought
control, much worse than the totalitarian concepts
of communists or Nazis. Having failed to usurp
Kashmir through the wars of 1965 and 1971, the
only tool left in their repertory was inciting
religious sentiments. And, here innocent Muslims
also became prey to bigotism. Jehad, becomes
their battle cry. Young Muslims, the world over
are brainwashed, recruited and trained in
insurgency and terrorist strategy and tactics. Their
target was Pandits, in particular, and all
dissenters, in general. The Indian or Kashmiri
security forces are ambushed and, once they
retaliate, the terrorist outfits and their overt and
covert accomplices try to utilize the same media
and human rights organizations to defame the
security forces.

Terrorist Killings

The terrorist outfits and armed infiltrators from
Pakistan have (a) killed more than 7,000 innocent
civilians so far, (b) burgled and looted properties
of nearly 70,000 families, (¢) arsoned nearly
10,000 houses of Hindus, (d) occupied the
orchards and farms of 479 Hindus, (e) burned
more than 400 schools and libraries, (f) destroyed
nearly 100 government buildings and 280 bridges,
(g) desecrated hundreds of places of worship,
many shrines and temples and (h) appropriated
the property of Hindu shrines. Because of this
inhuman terrorist activity, more than 300,000
people have become refugees/displaced persons
in their own country. This displacement from a
cold, salubrious climate to a hot and tropical
climate has resulted in physical, psychological
and emotional trauma for thousands of displaced
people. Having to live in tattered tents, one room
tenements and unhygienic conditions, they
became victims to heatstrokes, snake and scorpion
bites and heart ailments. The terrorist killings
have been accompanied by torture unheard of in

civilised society. It has been barbaric to say the
least. The other disgraceful actions indulged in
by the terrorist groups with headquarters in
Pakistan are abductions, kidnapping, extortion,
rape and sodomising. Indian as well as foreign
tourists, travellers, businessmen, academics, etc.,
were kidnapped and some of them are missing
for the last seven years.

Terrorists would also pick up innocent
Muslims and kill them. All Muslim dissenters
were threatened and some done away with. This
resulted in a good number of Muslim political
activists, belonging to groups other than Jammat-
e-Islami and terrorist outfits, to flee the Valley.
Hundreds of young Muslim girls and boys were
sent by their parents outside the Valley to pursue
their high school and college education and save
them from terrorist black deeds.

Yet the terrorist propaganda machinery is so
well oiled throughout the world and even in this
country that we hear day in and day out about the
so-called human rights violations of the security
forces and harsh treatment meted out to terrorists
and not a word about the human rights violations
indulged in by the terrorist outfits and their
godfathers.

Human Rights Declaration

Doesn't the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights or the United Nations Covenants on
Human Rights envisage safeguards against the
infringement of the rights of men by any people
and organs of society? Is not mass extermination
of Hindus in Kashmir a violation of the Human
Rights Charter? Isn't killing, maiming, abducting,
assault on women, looting and arsoning of
properties in the name of religion indulged in by
the theocratic states or Muslim zealots an infringe
of the rights of man? Does it behove democratic
countries, like yours and the USA, to redefine the
contours of human rights to suit narrowly national
and narrowly dated political interests? In Kosovo
or Bosnia, you get troubled, but when it is
decimation of coptic Christians in African Muslim
belt or Hindus or Buddhists in Asian Muslim belt,
your conscience goes to slumber. Don’t you feel
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thought-control is today exercised in theoretic
states or states ruled by despots? Don't you feel
that compromise with such forces today will
lead to a greater catastrophe in the foreseeable
future?

Kashmir problem for anyone in the world may
be a political problem. For us, it is an ideological
one. It is a clandestine struggle between the forces
of liberty, democracy, freedom of conscience
versus the forces of bigotry, thought control,
theofascism and despots or oligarchies. We have
to be with the forces of progress, new world, a
world of scientific understanding and not be a part
of blinding faith, intolerance, medieval darkness.
Kashmir for us is a choice—a history of nearly
6,000 years, which produced great poets,
historians, litterateurs, sages and saints much
before the Muslim rulers came on the scene, and
a Kashmir, where even the shrine of great saint
Nund Rishi is torched by Must Gul a symbol of
intolerance. We have no option but to save
Kashmir and its great cultural heritage from
terrorism and theofascism. And, I feel, it is time

P e —C————

that all democrats the world over should combine
to make the world a better place to live in, live
freely, fearlessly and fairly. This is how one can
cope up with changing realities.

I am confident that you are aware of the
position that obtains, which gets fuelled by
Pakistan’s intransigence and aggression.
Unfortunately, it gets encouragement from the
most unlikely quarters such as powerful
democracies and most of the opinion leaders and
the media who are supposed to be the watchdogs
of freedom and justice. The picture gets so much
clouded and distorted that even the most neutral
observes and commentators get confused. At the
same time, the “issue”, as we call it here, has been
so long drawn-out as to test patience anywhere
and lead all well-meaning people wish somehow
to be done with it. However, there can be no
compromise on truth and the truth is that the only
solution lies in Pakistan vacating its aggression
before it can be reasonably admitted on the table
of discussions and deliberations for a happy
ending of the trouble.
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1&K Govt yet to furnish

details of migrantS’

‘ - -
“Give white
paper on relief
- -
for Kashmiri
s 2
migrants
By A Staff Reporter
NEW DELHI: Many Kashmiri
Pandit groups have urged the gov-
crmment to come out with a white
paper on the moncy the govern-
ment claims to have spent under the
“relief fund™ on displaced migrants

Expressing concern over the gov-
ermment’s alleged failure in rehabili-

.
properties
s nterve
tating Kashmiri migrants severai NHRC's inter¥

had started disintegrating after the Anll Anand
exodus from the valley. New Detni, pe
W 0"'d N and m L . cl‘im ,
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sadoo said on Friday. o s ! i
He was speaking to reporters fol- | pearly sixmonl s back, d’: "' m State Government ?ﬂ‘:ﬁ
low: the observance of Dedica- | Knahmilrc? e o that U has S:r“:“’“‘: 4691
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tion ay by the samiti. Amon%
list of the pro nd“mmanli' in the ending, 8 reassessment i

those who attended were severn
Pandit leaders and prominent com- .
Kashmin Pa are p
strife-tom Valley. 4iti-  being done in 302 other cases.

munity members. They expressed
the apathetic isfied by the action of the
ncensed over the APy Dmmﬁcdwm i Samith

ntion demanded
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Decermber 24 le. The Government

concern over the way successive
governments had “ignored” the

praoblems of the community during
the past decade.

Mr Gadoo demanded special

servations for members of the dis-
placed community in different or-
ganisations. ““Tho we are a mi-
nority community, we are consid-
cred a majority community in the
valley.™

All India Kashmiri Pandit Con-
ference president H N Jattu de-
manded the dismissal of the Jamimu,
and Kashmir government for al-
legedly “befooling”™ the Centre
about the law and order situation in
the valley.

He alleged chief ministe
Abdullah had been proj
“wrong' picture about the law and
order situation so he could manage
to get more money from the Centre.

While demanding a Rs 1,000
crore package for the rehabilitation
pf the migrants, Mr Gadoo said the
ime had come when Union minis-
ter Jagmohan should be again sent
as the governor of the state. “Mr Jag-
mohan can efficiently and effective-
ly tackle the problems of the state,”
he maintained.
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Kashmiri Pandits

b

refuse to return

NEW DELHI, Dec 25 (PTD) —

Various Kashmiri Pandit groups
today asserted that the displaced
persons would not return to the val-
ley in the present securily situation
there and demanded provisions for
their rchabilitation as well as their
voice in any talks on Kashmir
between India and Pakistan.
Speaking at a conference here to
churn out a common strategy for
the future of the Kashmiri
migrants, representatives of 15
Pandit organisations felt that the
conditions in Kashmir were not
conducive yet for their return.
“The situation in the valley is
drifting into the hands of militants
while the National Conference
Government headed by Farooq
Abdullah is befooling the Centre to
extract money,” said All India
Kashmiri Pandit Conference
President H.N. Jarmtu.
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Stating that Pakistani agents were
spread all over the valley perpejrat-
ing subversion. he demanded the
dismissal of the Abdull
Government 1o “end the misrule O
the National Conference™. 34 S

Kashmiri Samiti president
Gadoo alleged that both Ceptr:
and state governments had failed 10,
produce any substantial plans for
the migrants “who are languishing
in Jammu, Udhampur, Delhi and
some other parts of the counry.”” -

“We request the Central
Government to assess the groun
realitics in Kashmir before initiat-
ing any. steps for our return,” he
added.

The conference also resolved
that the community would nog
recognise any solution of the
Kashmir issuc “unless wec arg
equal participants in all discusn
sions at all levels™.
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Pandits look back on

10 vears of

Our Stall Reporter
NEW DEL
rise f Kashmiri
ry and abroad met hore o
for a day. Thoy discussed the coonomic
and social problems of displaced poople after 10
yeuars of exile from tl Kashmir Valley.

number

The participants felt that Pandits continuod to

=uffor both socially and cconomically. Leaders of
the Kasxhonirt Samitt, All India Kashookel Pandit
Conferonc AITKIC), Paoun Kasheoole, ALl Todis
Kashmirl Samuaj, Displaced Kashmict plaoyees
Forum, Kashmir Ovoerseas Association, Kashnird

organisations too
They said displa
losing thelr culture « ides facing
romiic hardships, they stressed o unitod of-
by all organisations representing the com-
el sustain 1t. ““We have a long
all proud to be Kashmiri

community has been

©
fore
munity o

solitude

facing problems.”" anid AIKPC prestdent, Me H

N. Jutta.

The president of the IS b « Kashmi
Overseas Association, Mo Lalit Wanchoo,
all organisations must join hands 1o ger
activity In =oclal & ltvacal Hoelds.

He suid the commumnity needs to link offorts t«
ensure the uplift or
nity which are in @ bad cconomic state.

Me J. 1. Manwuall president of the Mumbe
based Kashumicl Pandit Association. sald offort:
must be made to ensaure survival of the commu
nity’'s heritage and culture, He said thelr orga-

isation was running Kashmivi language classes
in Mumbal to c ble youngsters born and
brought up outside the State to learn and speask
their mother tongue

The president of the | 1w-based Kashomic

it Sabha, Mo S, K. sald hix o
nisation was making efforts to prescrve an
manuscripis



Seminar in London

After I spoke to you in the December 1998 issue of Koshur Samachar, | had been to London to
participate in a seminar organised by the Indo-European Kashmiri Forum at the House of Commons.
The topic was “The Kashmir Issue—An Altemnative Perspective”. It was attended among others be
Justice (retd.) M.L. Bhat, Shri Ashok Bhan, advocate, and myself from India. The purpose was to
familiarise the British people about the various aspects of what is generally called the Kashmir issue
and the ethnic cleansing of the Kashmiri Pandit minority of Jammu and Kashmir brought about by
Pakistan-sponsored fundamentalist terrorism there. The seminar was a success as we were able to
put forth our point of view forcefully and effectively.

The British Government's policy about Kashmir has always been anti-India and pro-Pakistan
and as such no Minister of the British Government found it convenient either to attend the
seminar or find time to meet our delegations. Nevertheless, we were able to place our viewpoint
before two senior officials of the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office concerned with
South Asian and South-East Asian Affairs. Apart from this, we placed our view on record with
two Special Advisors of the Political Affairs Division of the Commonwealth Secretariat. We
also called on the Deputy Foreign Editor of the Independent group of newspapers which is an
influential group in England, apart from Mr. Gohel, Chairman, Next Century Foundation—a
pro-Kashmiri Pandit organisation—the High Commissioner of India, Shri Lalit Mansingh,
Justice M.M. Venkatachaliah (NHRC Chairman) and Lord Avebury whose latest stance about
Kashmir and Pandits has now-softened.

School of Management

The youth of the community are the most important ingredient of our future and the all-prevailing
view is that the needs of this sector of our population have to be met in whatever way possible
within our limited means of which we have to make the best use. In this context, your Samiti proposes
tosuupaSclnolomegemmfawboysMgukaKnhanlnwm.NewDehm

blueprint for the project is under preparation. Its establishment will progress simultaneously with
the addition of two more floors to the existing one floor of the Bhawan. The school will be affiliated
to some renowned international institution. The idea got full support of the Indo-European Kashmiri
Forum (IEKF), the Kashmiri Pandit Association of Europe (KPAE) and the Kashmir Overseas
Association (KOA) during my visit to London. These associations have assured us of handsome
financial assistance and other support for the project.




Human Rights Commission

The National Human Rights Commission held a hearing on December 15, 1998, on our petition
for safeguarding our properties in Kashmir when the Jammu and Kashmir Government presented to
the mhdm a list of the properties left behind by our dispossessed community in the Valley. It
was just a one-page outline of the total number of houses owned by the community (16,979), subverted
(5,608), damaged naturally (2,872) and standing (8,499) and other such details, besides 68,953
kanals of land, alienation's sanctioned officially, etc. We demanded tehsil and district-wise lists of
all such properties. The state government has promised to display such lists for public information
at the offices of the Relief Commissioner Jammu and the Resident Commissioner, New Delhi, and
also to present these to the NHRC. We feel these lists and the state’s claim of having already paid a
hefty sum of Rs. 28,62,93,680 to owners of damaged properties lead us nowhere. We must demand
lists of our properties based on the claims submitted by the community in 1992 and full details of the
recipients of relief. This will naturally be a long-drawn process but we propose to stand firm on this

demand of ours.

Help migrants: NHRC to J-

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JAN.22

' THE National Human Rights
Comnhission (NHRC) today di-
rected the Jammu and Kashmir
Government to organise a high-
fevel meeting with represe ntatives
‘of Kashmiri migrants in March in
ordertoredresmetrmevms

+  During the meeting, a release
lissued by it added, senior state
‘ministers and govemnment offi-

‘cials should listen to and solve the
grievances of the migrants, who
had fled from the state in the
‘wake of militancy. The NHRC
also offered its help in handling

individual issues.

Thedirectionswere givenaftera
meeting between the commission,
the Chief Secretary and Advocate
General of the state and represen-
tatives of Kashmiri migrants, the
release said.

It also informed that the state
government had complied with
the NHRC 'searlier order seeking
arepononthcstepstakentopm
tect the properties of Kashmiri
Pandits who had fled the state.
The NHRC release said the
Jammu and Kashmir government
had expressed willingness toallow
migrants to check their propertics
and take stock of the damage

&3 (“?? .Lm/utu 2’/’“5

done.

The state government had re-
portedly been yasked 10 prepare a
district-wise list of properties falling
within the purview of the Jammu
and Kashmir Migrants Immovable
Property (Prescrvation, Protection
and Restraint on Depressed Cells)
Act, 1997, and indicate the action
takensofar. :

On the commission’s direction
that liaison between the migrants
and the state government be im-
proved, the Chief Secretary is said
to have assured that officeisat vari
ous levels would be directed t0in-
teract effectively with them to pro-
vide themall necessary aid.




alrec

ive to J &

Govt. on Pandits issue

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, Jan. 22.

The National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has directed the Jammu and Kashmir
Government to organise a high-level meeting
with the representatives of Kashmiri migrants in
March where senior Ministers and officials
would listen to and resolve the grievances of
those displaced. The Commission has also of-
fered its good offices in helping the process of
handling individual issues regarding the prob-
lems of J&K migrants.

These directions were given after a meeting
held in the Commission with the State Chief
Secretary, the Jammu and Kashmir Advocate
General and the representatives of the Kashmiri
migrants.

Earlier, the Commission had asked the State
Government to submif a report on the steps tak--
en by it to protect the properties of Kashmiri
Pandits who had fled the State after attacks by
the militants. .
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The Commission has also directed the State

mu and Kashmir Migrant's Immovable Property
(Preservation, Protection and Restrain on De
pressed Sules) Act, 1997 and indicate the actio

taken so far.

According to a Commission spokesperson,
these directions have been complied with and
the State Government has expressed Its willing-
ness to allow migrants, who so desire, to check
on their properties and take stock of the damage
done. The Government would provide all neces-
sary help whenever sought by the migrants.

On the Commission’s direction to work to-
wards improving the liaison between the mi-
grants and the Government, the State Chief
Secretary has assured that the officers at various
levels would be directed to interact effectively to
provide all necessary aid to the displaced people.
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Mashmmir Semntirne/l (Fcb. 1, 99-Feb. 28, 99)

JE&K Govt rejects minority
status for displaced Pandits

Even while going ahead with
its greater autonomy report, the
ruling National Conference has
opposed the recommendations
of the National Minority Com-
mission that Pandits be accorded
minority status in J&K. Reports
said that National Conference
leaders say the recommenda-
tions could result in disaffection
and regional tension.

Ironically in 1982, the Farooq
government itself had adopted a
bill for setting up a minority
commission. Even the name of
Mr SL. Shakdhar was being pro-
posed for the chairmanship. The
Bill was later repeated by the
| GM Shah covernment.

Since 1996, after the popular
government ook over, sugoes-
tions had been given to the gov-
ernment to move the Bill again.
Several ministers and legislators
belonging to the NC are said to
have opposed the move.

To pre-empt the move for
minority status, the State gov-
ernment shifted Prof Satish
Raina, a close confidantee of Dr
Farooqg Abdullah from SSRB
and appointed him as principal
Advisor on minority affairs. The
appointment of Prof Raina has
come under severe criticism
from Kashmiri Samiti, Dehi and
other Pandit groupsiCJ}

Kashmiri Samiti denocunces
experimentation with
displaced Pandits

NEW DELHI, Feb 11: The
Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi Presi-
dent Mr CIL. Gadoo denounced
in strong terms the reported State
government move to force dis-
placed doctors and teachers to
return to militant infested Val-
ley on experimental basis.

Seeking intervention of
NHRC to restrain the State gov-
ermmment from coercing Pandits
to return in insccure conditions,
the Samiti President said that it
was not only impracticable but
also fraught with dangerous con-
sequences. The displaced Kash-
miri employees., who had once
forcibly migrated from Kashmir
due to selective killings and
open threats, cannot be forced
to face a similar situation again,

he added. !

Mr CL Gadoo also doubted
the intentions of the State gov-
ernment in improving. The can-
ditions for the displaced pecople,
said that the State Chief Secre-
tary has also, failed to constitute
a high-powered committec,

which was to formulate short-
term and long-term proposals
for the well-being of displaced
persons. The proposed commit-
tee was also to have representa-
tion from Kashmiri refugees(C])

No postal
ballot for
Kashmiri
Pandit

In - the forthcoming
Panchayat election in the State,
the Chief Electoral officer, Mr
SV Bhave ruled out the facility
of postal ballot for displaced
Kashnmiris. It may be recalled
that the Kashmiri refugces had
been given the postal ballot fa-
cilities during 1996 and 1998
elections, as these had the inter-
national focus. Mr Bhave said
that those on the electoral rolls
will have to go to their respec-
tive Panchayat areas in the Kash-
mir valley for casting their
votes—)
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From Qur Correspondent

KASHMIR] Samiti Defhi as
condezzed e govemments
mrve to foece displaced doctoes
and tachers 1o retum 1o e
srifeom Kasha¥r valley on
expesimental basis in the near
future a5 steted by the Chief
Sectetary and Adrocate Gezeral
of Jommy ad Keshamir sate
befors the Naione! Human
Rights Commissica (NHRC)
receadly, This is unaecepiable
fo the community & 2 whole,
said Samit's president Shri G.L.
Gadoo,

Employees of the State
govemment bekaging 1o the
Kashmiri Pandit community,
who Bave onos beex forcibly

Kashmir Samiti Delhi opposes
Move to send doctors and

teachers back to the Valley

displaced by terrarists ¢an st
be farcibly sent back to the
Valley, Skri Gadoo informed
adding that this is an acoepled
principle of the lsteraational
Acceptazce of this proposal by
the NHRC would ueperil
interests of the Kashmiri
Paadits and put the community
in deep despair, be feared.
Rejecting the proposad, Ge

Samiti sated that Ge Kashmiei
Pandits Bave beem konging o
retura to the Valley provided
poltical, social and lew and
order coaditioes permit 50,
The commuaity doubts
sincerity of the State
government in ameliorating
condition of the Pandits
bnpiding i e camp
wder most appalling canditioes
% it hed failed o keep its

senior czbinet minister of f

chief secretary, including
senior [AS officer a

CRGANISER
I Februaty 28, 1000

community,

The Kashmir Samiti Delhi
has urged the NHRC 1o
persuade and direct the State
government to keep its
commitments as decided in a
meeting held on January 21.
The Samiti has requested the
NHRC to appoint a sub-
committee of the Commission
to look into problems of the
migrant Pandits. The Samiti
also condemned the State
govermment's move to stop
monthly financial assistance to
the displaced persons at Jammu
since December 1998 and has
called upon Home Minister Shri
Lal Krishna Advani to
immediately intervene in the
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Chaudhury Om Prakash Chautala, Hon'ble Chief! Minister of Haryana. formally releasing the
November 2000 number of Koshur Samachar, dedicated to Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, at
Gurudwara Rakabganj. New Delhi. Also seen in the picture are Sardar Jathedar Avtar Singh HiL,
President Gurudwara Prabhandak Committee, Delhi; Sardar Tarlochan Singh, Vice Chalrman,
Minority Commission and Shri C.L. Gadoo, President, Kashmin Samitl, Deihi.




Members of the Kashmiri
Samiti, Delhi, and other
Kashmirl Pandit organisations
in Delhi paid obeisance to
Guru Tegh Bahadur on the
tricentinary celebrations of
Khalsa Panth. Picture shows
the President along with the
members entering Gurdwara
Sisganj on that day.




Namaskar !

For Kashmiri Pandits, the Pakistani aggression in Kargil heights has not come as a surprise. We understand
the language of Pakistan better than our compatriots in other parts of the country. While living in Kashmir, we
always took peace moves from Pakistan with a pinch of salt, waiting with bated breath for an assault of one
kind or the other on our independence after each bout of peace-making. This process is now a part of the
history of the subcontinent. What really hurts us is the vain attempts made by various countrymen of ours for
“improvement of relations with Pakistan”. These lovers of Indo-Pak amity continue to ignore the hate-Hindu
basis of Pakistan, which has, over the years, transformed itself into its “Hate-India” mindset. What is more
depressing is the complacence to which every government at the Centre has reverted time and again after
every effort at peace-making. As a consequence, the country is bleeding today, with our brave jawans and
officers offering supreme sacrifices in the freezing heights of Kargil. While the Himalayas are bleeding, our
Indian lovers of their “peace seeking” brethren of Pakistan would still like to revive the so-called “Lahore
Club" and the “Gujral Doctrine”. We, the small non-Muslim minority of Kashmir, ousted from our ancient
homeland, very much wish that the country, the Government of India particularly, does not allow itself to be
taken for a ride once again by any sweet talk from across the border. We want our country to remain ever
vigilant against perfidy from our wily neighbour, whatever the cost.

Protest demonstration

Kashmiri Samiti organised a protest demonstration on June 7, 1999 outside the Pakistan High Commission
in New Delhi. It was inspiring to see hundred of Kashmiri Pandits, men and women, joining the demonstration,
after which a memorandum was handed over to the High Commission, demanding immediate end to the

intrusion and restoration of status quo ante at the LoC in the Kargil area. | am thankful to all my brethren,
especially those working in feh bazari, who downed their shutters on that day and joined the demonstration.
Lady teachers too did not lag behind and joined us in large numbers.

The Samiti also participated in the function organised by the intellectuals/professionals at the lawns of
PM's residence on June 17, 1999, as part of the national movement to protest against Pakistani misdeeds in
Kargil. The assertion of Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee at the Question/Answer session that earlier
mistakes vis-_-vis Pakistan will not be repeated, is a milestone in the security scenario of the country. Let us
hope this assertion, this pledge, will be honoured in practice,

Services of Ad hoc teachers

The issue of continuation/regularisation of services of ad hoc teachers has been at the top of the Samiti’s
agenda. Inthis context, a committee has been constituted to attend exclusively to this problem. The committee
comprises myself, Vice President Shri Sunil Shakdher, Gen. Secretary Shri Nanaji Raina, and three
representatives of the teachers. Shri Shakdher has been appointed as the Nodal Officer to interact with the
Delhi Education Department on these issues. Having worked very hard in this field for quite some time, we
are sure Shri Shakdher will put in his considerable weight and clout to seek justice for the teachers. The
Committee called on the Education Minister of Delhi, Dr. Narinder Nath, recently and he has assured us that
the needful will be done in good time and extension will be granted to each and every teacher from July, 1999
onwards and the matter of regularisation of their services will also be taken up in right earnest.

Koshur Samachar 4




L Locrense in cush rellef

A KSD delegation comprising mysell, Vice Presidont Dy, Shakeo Bhan and Shee Naoajt Raina callod on the
Houme Ministor, Shet LK. Advant on May 14, 1999 1o vomind him of Bis promiso to increase the cash relief u
Kashmirh migrants which was supposed 1o be applicable from Apeil, 1999, This ise was followed up
vigorously, again by Shel Sunit Shakdher and the Union Home Minister s instractions o the Delhi Government
0 this behall were Issuod under Jettar No 12012805 K I 1) SSSS850 1D, 14 .08 1999 'his raises the amonnt
of cash relief 1o those Hiving outside camps to 1 24000 pee month and of thome Hiving i camps 10 R, 1000 per
month. AL work relating 1o relief will now be handled by Shil Rakosh Rasdan, Secretary, KSID

Admibssion to Kendviys Vidy shayns

The Covernment of India has reed o extend the taciliny of sdmittiog Kashmin displaced studants in
Kendriya Vidyalayas during 199002000 also, This has been conveyed by K V. Sangthan to regional officers
of the Sangthun under letter No B 7/99 K VS (Admission Cell) dated June 7, 1099,

Admission to professional colleges

The process of admissions to protessionsl technioat colleges/imnstitutes tn Maharashtea has started. Adiission
forma received in good time from Mumbal were sent 1o Kashimirt Pandit Sabhu, Tamma, as also distributed by
K.S. D in Delhi. These are being processed and will be forwardod 0 the Maharashirn government in time so
that our eligible boys and gi do not foce any diftioulty in this regard.  The admission process s boing
handled/monitored by o committee comprising De. Shako Bhan, Shiet Naona)l Raine and Shiy TN Cloarto,
KSID Secretury.

Koshur Samachar

We have dovided 1o entrust 1o Shei Ashok Kok, Member Bxeoutive, all work relating to Koshur Samachar.
Thin invludes production, crreulation and Hwison with the Hditors and ensucing the publication and clroulntion
OF the Jourmnl in time.

DDA Walver on Penaltios

At the request of the Kashmin Pandit Association (Dshad Garden), we have approsched the Chalrman,
DDA i wave off the penslties imposed on Kashmin displaced persons living in DDA flats. Recently, DIDA
has agreed 10 our reguest ’flter great persiasion, especintly by Shet ML, Labroo, President of KPA (Dilshad
Clarden). The DDA has decided 1o give some concessions 1o those Kashmirt displaced persons who are in
Ppossession of DDA Mats, elther purchased or allotted. Avcording 1o the notfic viv, S0 percent relief will be
given in penalty over and above the reliel belng given undes DDA Amnesty Scheme, 1995 1o the displaced
persons, subject 1o verification of thelr migrant status. To obtain the cellofl in penalty, the Kashumict displaced
persoos have o submit thotr apphlications at Vikas Sadan slongwith documents related to power of attormey
and sale of agreoment. prootl of physioal possession (o respect of flal, coples of allotment and possession

lettors

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
OFFICE OF THE A.O.[| COORDINATION]H
b ~3% L, RS VIKAS SADANINA;N. DELITI-23.

NO:-F.22[Mixc.]198/ /§ § Dated:-2 /10,990,
From:-

JR.Copta,

A.O.[Coordination ]I

Shrt CL.Gailee,

President, Kashmiri Swmiti{ Regd].
Kashmiri Bhawan, Kashmir Bhawan Marg,
Amir Colony Lajpat Nagnr-TV N Delhi-24.

Subs-DDA Amnesty Scheme-98--- Procedure for processinhg of application
OF Fashimiri Migrants

Dear Sir,

Please refes to your letter No. KSI2/1357/99 dated 24.9.99 adidressed
to the Hon'b's Minister Ministry of Urban Affairs, Govt. Of Indin, Nirmsan
Bhawan New Delhi on the above cited subject  In this conmection, | mn
directed to inform you that your request was counsidered by the Compretent
Authority bint the same was not acceded to due tathe following rensons: -

1. The smoumt already deposited towards peaalty interest under relevant
varions relief schemes can not be refimded on the ground that past
cases cannot be re-opencd as per terms and conditions of varions
reliel schomes,

The amownd depozited towards conversion charges are being credited
wxlor the Urban Development Fund snd ax such DDA has no Hien on
such payiments.  As such masabyseaisl penalty amount alrewdy paid
by Kashmiri Migrants over and above relief extended vide DDA
circular No. F.22[Misc ]98/DDA/S40 dated- 14.6.99 cannol be
adjusted towards convernion charges. As per clause-3 of Ammnesty
Scheme-98 brochure, past cases cannot be re-opened.

Youss Sthfall

[ J R Gupta |
Acconnts Office




Problems of teachers.

The first problem that we had to tackle was seeking extension in the services of the ad hoc teachers
employed by the Delhi Administration over the past five years or so. This year, the extensions, which used
to be granted as a matter of course previously, became somewhat difficult perhaps because of the change in
the complexion of the Delhi Government. We have, however, succeeded in getting extensions for these
teachers upto the end of June, 1999, in all but 61 cases, so far. The other cases, it is hoped, will also be seen
through successfully before the time is out and the extension in service of all these teachers will have been
hopefully granted before the schools re-open after the current summer break.

As a matter of fact, our long-term approach is to get the services of all these teachers regularised on a
permanent basis. In this context, I would like to express my gratitude to the new President of the DPCC,
Shri Subhash Chopra, and Minister of Education, Govt. of NCT Delhi, Dr. Narinder Nath, for their
sympathetic and helpful approach. A detailed report on this problem and our meetings with the Minister
appears elsewhere in this issue.

= . L2
Dr. Narendra Nath at Kashmir Bhawan. Seated on the dais with him are: Shri Sunil Shakdher,
Shri C L. Gadoo and De Shaksi Bhan
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Asin previous years, August 14, 19%9, the independence day of Pakistan was observed by Kashmiri
Samit Delhi as a Black Day. This year, however, we did not resort to any direct action like burning of flags
and effigies. We, instead, held a press conference in Delhi, demanding that Pakistan should be declared
a terrorist State by the international community for aiding and abetting terrorism in India. Memoranda
were submitted to the UN. Secretary General, as also to the missions of the member countries of the
Security Council to this effect.

Apart from this, a Memorandum was also presented to major political parties in the country,
demanding that a Commission under an eminent jurist should be set up to investigate the reasons the
led to terrorist incursions in Kashmir in 1989 and the resultant mayhem and genocide of the Kashm
Pandit minority. We have also demanded that all Kashmiri Pandits living anywhere in the country ¢
abroad be declared as “displaced persons” under the relevant U.N. conventions and that all Kash
Pandits living outside Kashmir be registered as such persons.
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Displaced Kashmiri Pandits
observe black day

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, AUG, 14. The displaced
Kashmiri Pandit minority of the
Kashmir Valley observed "Black
Day” today on Pakistan's Inde-
pendence Day to protest against
terrorism bein gipromoted by that
country in India and demanded
that Pakistan be declared a terror-
ist state.

The representative body of
Kashmiri Pandits in Delhi, Kash-
miri Samiti said it had been ob-
serving August 14 as Black Day
ever since Pakistan push
ing terrorists into l(aejlamlr
these persons started kﬂlmg
plundering, raping and kidnap-

p:ng innocent peace-loving peo-
ple.

Averring that the terrorists have
primarily been targeting non-
Muslims in jammu and Kashmir,
the Samiti said the terror let loose
by these men has forced more
than 300,000 Kashmiri Hindus
out of their homeland and made
them refugees in their own coun-
try. The Kashmiri Samiti, which
has also written to all the political
parties about its feeling, said the
happenings in Kargil were justan-
other attempt by Pakistan to fo-
ment trouble in India.

They wanted to isolate Ladakh
and cut of the strategic Siachen
area, it said, while la: the In-

dian soldiers for giving a befitting
reply to the enemy.

Stating that Kashmiri Pandits
were prepared for any sacrifice to
keep the flag of India flying, the
members of the displaced com-
munity demanded a probe into
the terrorist intrusions in Kashmir
in 1989 which really led to the
mayhem and genocide of the
Hindu minority there.

The Samiti has also demanded
that all Kashmiri Pandits livin
anywhere in the country ang
abroad be declared as displaced
persons under various United Na-
tions conventions and urged the
Government to also start the reg-
istration of displaced persons.
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‘Declare Pak a terrorist state’

S'I' ATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI Aug. 14. — The
Kashmiri Samiti, which represents
duplaced P.mdus of '.unmu and

to world

fludm to dcc[vzrc Pakistan, a ter-
‘rorist state for “supporting global
!:rronsm

The Samiti has urged that all
the five permanent members of
ithe UN Security Council declare
Pakistan, a terrorist state "as now
there is enough evidence that
Pakistan is aiding and abetting ter-
rorism in India,” its president Mr
C L Gadoo said.
| The Samiti which is observing
the Pakistani Independence Day
today as "Black Day’, asked the
international community to
declare Pakistan a terrorist state
for its recent misadventure in

o st o
over the years.

Mr Gadoo saxd the Kashmiri
Pandits were forced to live
as refugees in their own country
because of ethnic sweeping by
Pakistan-backed millitancs,

He said the plight of over
300,000 Kashmin Pandits living in
many parts of the country was
Eu.beuc as they had been neglected

y both the Centre and the
Jammu and Kashmir
Government.

The Samuti president pointed
out that the worst example of the
sorry plight of the Kashmiri

its was their non-representa-
tion in the state Assembly which
left them with no platform to air
their grievances. He alleged that
the Jammu and Kashmir
Government had no interest in

H(’)[ OCAUST DAY

rehabilitating members of the
community and ensure their direct
participation in the elections,

Regarding postal ballot, he said,
the system did not do anything for
the displaced people as contestants
do not see them as a vote bank,
“They are therefore least bothered
about us” said Mr Gadoo.

A delegation of Kashmiri
Pandits would be meeting the
Election Commissioner in this
regard.

The Samiti also expressed con-
cern about the recent attacks on
Army camps and said the situation
in Kashmir was now vulnerable
after the intrusion in Kargil and
that under the circumstances it
appeared that the return of

Kashmirt Pandits to their own ||

L,n
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“The first blow which fell on the Kashmiri Hindus was the assassination of
Pandit Tika Lal Taploo, the member of the National Executive of the Bharatiya Janata
Party. Taploo was widely respected among the Hindus in Kashmir and though
Kashmiri Hindus held diverse views on electoral politics, they venerated him as an
indefatigable champion of their cause. He was assassinated by terrorists outside his
house in Srinagar, while he was on his way to the local court where he practiced as a
lawyer. Tika Lal Taploo was given a tearful farewell by thousands of Kashmiri Hindus
who accompanied his funeral procession. The Kashmiri Hindus had given a call for a
bandh that day. The Hindu shops, schools and office-establishment were closed, but
the Muslims went on their work as usual. While the funeral procession, carrying
Taploo on his last journey wound its way through the streets of Srinagar, stones were
pelted on it. The next day, the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front owned the
responsibility of killing Taploo. He was proclaimed the enemy of the freedom of the
Muslims of the State. Taploo's death was followed by the broad day murder of the
former Sessions Judge Pandit Nila Kanth Ganjoo, who had sentenced Magbool Bhat, a
founder, member of the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front to death. Bhat was
convicted of murder and executed. Ganjoo was killed in the busy market of Hari Singh
High Street in Srinagar and his body lay unclaimed for an hour, wielding gunmen
prowled round the place till the police appeared on the scene. A few days after,
Kalashnikov terrorists gunned down another prominent Kashmiri Hindus leader, Prem
Nath Bhat. Bhat too, was a lawyer and a columnist and had returned to his native town
of Anantnag after he had left Kashmir due to the threats and warnings, he had received
from the militants.After Bhat's death, hell broke loose in the Valley. Long hit lists were
circulated in the villages and the townships of the valley indicting the Hindus for
'‘Mukhbiri', or complicity with the Indian State against the liberation movement of the
Muslims’. (WHITE PAPER ON KASHMIR)
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They fled their
homes in order
foescape threat
tolife, Ten years
later, Kashmirt
migrants continue
to ive In inhuman
conditions inthe
rehabilitation
(entres across
the ciy.
GARIMA GUPTA

sehogae P &

s ‘h:ht‘k"b “M

anonymity, that some
refugees have also been
sliotred shops in the
mA;:rta.Hamcr,
on question of
providing  decent resi-
dential aceommodation
and shifting them out of
the camps, officials
simply state ihat there 5
not enough land avail-
able in the city.
Which 1 why, peo-
ple living in the Malviya
Nagar, South Exten-
sion, Lodhi Road, Gale
Market and Kaiksh
Colony camps have
identical woes to nar-
rate. “There & an
amount of Rs |80
given as aid by the gov-
emment to the regs-
tered migrants for a
family of four persans,
of which Rs 1,200 i
given as cash and the
rest as ration worth Rs
60" informs C. L.
Gadoo, “The sznction-
ing of this amount s of-
lnddlyedbymtto

logether,
harzssment to the
wmmm
but sufficient, feeis Nang-

i jec Raina, General Sec-

retary, Kasheir Samit,
who says, "The sanction
was massed 1o Rs 2400
from April 1, 1999 by the
Central Government but
it is yet to be imple-

| mented by the Dedhi
A Government.”

Infact, mesely getting

|| themselves registered in
ordertomvailof heben-

fits s o fess an ordeal,
According to the office
of the District Commis-
sioner, nearly 29,000
families have been regis
tered till date oot of
which 3,000 famiies are

pven aid by the goverment.

Masch Aprl 190, m y
lhmmmmmdm

crease intheir death rase, Su

bar, VuPrmdcntdu
Smnbchmlhem‘“

i the parifament. 'kam

ngbt 10 chovse olr

S & Kasimirals, andfor s

{he Election Commissan
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(1 Ws fis octiiy foreed
ou Samt?

A: No, i was patural reacnen
1o o forced magrabon from
Valley that we switched our pr-
ority &d whole effort was

&t | wilised m peoviding immediage
| relef 1o the dsplaced members

(0: How g have yom hecn
I!-uriulta’ witk Basiawir

fii?

A: Sz 1084, [ was lawned
15 Vice Prosidont 1088 Then
i Prasioeal freem Oct 1989 10
iy 1952 and ko Apeil 1997
prmeards

{0 Wt change do yom Se¢
" Tﬁ'amin’ activies n RSf fon
.

Ao Ree of Kashaur Sammi

asbasically soci and culiea
I 1ﬁp:\:z!'lﬁmmiuu

:'r'i*rm:em'muumw

of our community, Rashatir
Bhauzn bcame the hub ofac-
fivity ind we estiblshied 2 coge
trol toom m e office. Chur
Samill boue ' the cata U=
otz the anmlomaton cume
paie Lunched by Mashm e
damentalist

{0: Some posple say that
Reskiri Sowit s mow beew
e poitical Abkars,

A: | do mot agres with such
sutersents. | feel community
lealers have & responsieiliy. I

‘ g for wagt
afbesic N o,
| carmol ol spectes
., | will i o very needy
Rt P Servval ofmy
GOty 2ecthers & s ot
QN

(0 Vgt s o the strengs
of Kackmirt Pamits s Delbi?

 ANocs| fiauee, bat s per

mg T

il L
a;psg;ge g&m
nm&’ %

nity. Omlsl'm:sﬁmuund 5 cslimales We haVe 20 foee

and we ad 10 change o pet fhan | lakh KPsesiding inNCR
i<, whick ischudes Ghazisbad,

Meerut, Fadabad, Saibebad,  misdo ur pouth?
Ratadurgeh, Gurgon, Noida, A Yes, wefave placement
Sompatete. Wehavenow come el @ Semif offic. s 3 fmce
mﬂnﬁ&mm ofKPs. ticealand helps in peng jois
wdisavilitl fomowrofice  foruaeivyed yeuh. Wil he
(Wt e pone printie? - elp o) Chamber of Cogre
A¢ e have honp oo and - mence e e bl 'wm.
shor e kst My mmedi- - f curboys né g6 adjmted
e geeety & proer educatn Howerer, wilh 0ir constant ¢
40 0ur caden, employmen of focts we Rave sow maee tan
our efcated vouth id 3 e 500 by eachers emploned
Vel pereptinl iy o Delli e oot deps of
W kadenp adhoc s, My msskais o 24
0 Whet steps pon kave them rgularsed ind Ged vl

Sakew e ik regand! ine e shallaet i
Ax New 52500 15 o and ﬁ Wagt s your e plm
A

Pot s prctce we siall £ Az Consimctve of smcu'd
arganifing admission of our  sloreyto Kasamir Bawan 3+
children o Mabrashara Col- - ways eartmy heart Besmse
: of ccher problems | couldnat
leges: Imaddition we are i 00-
stantdouch it D Sute - :
o drectorate, Kendriva Bug now with Mz thrd; §
Vidhyalya . I this effon, | Hessngs | plan foe constraction
am sl ikl o $ho- - ofaudtonu, Kostar Samache
e combine zovemment Bl dae resue bk wih
i Mo Dl aov- - et fo a and culbee, mi
ermmest o providing specl etablshing fateemational Busie
ot for displocod chiliren,  tess Manzgemen schoal wil
et Rashuint Ssmui i peo-  self supponting finding -
viding fmancial assisiance fo et
necdy stants 4 differeat kv
¢ and ¢ven rcommendng to Rance for coustrncton of s2c-
dlﬁmmmﬂmb ond storey of Kashmir
m’
W; l;‘lzmﬁwm A: We have ot mech moszy

sve my aterion towards that,

0 Do pou have mw;hp(

on this occount. But | am in con-
stant touch with HRD ministry
for funding above project and in
addition we are trying to gener-
ate funds within our own com-
munity members itself.
Q: Is there unity among KP
leadership?
A: | belisve that all KP jzad-
ers are doing zood work and
 joining hands is not necessary
for unity I have been appealing
for perceptional unity ameong the
leadershp and to a large extent
we have been successful. Our
thinking should be clear and ac-
tion oriented. In this regard |
have visited Jammu,
Chandigarh, Bombay, USA, UK

et and our agenda was common
approach 1o various issues and

evolving a streategy for long
lemn survival in I\asnmu'

Q: Whart abour other activi-
ties of vour organisation?

A: Kashmiri Samiti Delhi,
organised two seminars, one on
25th Dec *98 and other interna-
tional seminar on 27th Jan ‘09

Kashmir Bhawan Lajpat

agar. Our objective was to cre-
ate a common streategy towards
the return of KPs and need to
preserve our heritage. Response
from various organisations was
very good on both the occasions.:
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C.L. Gadoo'

With Pakistan's latest perfidy
in Kargil and its misadventure
i Kihch, it is not the first time
when these two minor towns of
India have come 10 national
and international notice
forcedully,

Pakistan has been trying to
disturb these towns time and
again with the basic mteation
of grabbing Jammu and
Kashmir and keeping India
occupied elsewhere, This
happemed in 1964, Pakistan
staried. cross border firing in
Kutch in June of that year and
the area of operation was
extended to Kargil via the then
ceasefire line in Jammu and
Kashmir. This culmmated in
the second Indo-Pak war of
1963, which is reconded history.
What s, bowever, generally
forgotten in this context is that
Pakistan wtilised the entire
period from June 1964 to July
1965, to send in thousands of
armed infiltrators to Kashmis,
via the Tossa Maidan, beyond
Gulmarg, to the West of the
valley. Incidentally Kashmir
had never been attacked via
Tossa Maidan, Even in 1947,
when the then ruler was still 1o
deexde abowt accession Kashmir
was attacked from the North
followed by armed incursions
from its North-West

What  is,  however,
inferesting in that India did not
know even upto the end of July
1965 that anmcd  mfilratoss
were in the Valley, They had
infillrated upto the gates of
Srinagar. Nol to speak of
Shalateng, which Pakistani
tribal raiders had reached in
1947, they had reached
Batawaloo, a locality of
Srinagar City to its West, in
1965.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the
first Prime Minister of India,
passed away in May, 1964, He
was succeeded by the fate Lal
Bahadur Shastri, with the fate

Will the Congress answer?

Shri Y.B. Chavan as the
Defence Minsiter. Pakistan
perhaps thought that after Py
Jawzharlal Nehry, India would

.not be able to marshall all its

resources 1o fight it back, They
were proved wrong by the late
Lal Bahadur Shastri who

Minister Shri Y.B. Chavan, alter
4 34 day visit to Senagar,
announced al 2 Press
Conference at the Srinagar
Airport that everylhing was all
right on the borders, particulacly
of Jamme & Kashmir,
Skirmishes with Pakistani

How did Pakistani infiltrators

enter the valley right upto
Srinagar in 1964-65 without the
Congress Government knowing

it until the hostilities began?

ordered crossimg of cven
intemational borders in Punjab,
Rajasthan and elsewhere, apart
from the Ceasefire Line (CFL)
in J&K, Thus Paksitan was
brought to its knees despite the
thetoric of the late Z.A. Bhutto,
the then Foreign Minister of
Pakistan, in the UN Security
Council which had become
seized of the issue. Ultienately,
the then USSR Prime Minister
mtervened to effect another
ceaselire vide the Tashkant
Declaation of January, 1966
under which India hod 10 pive
back 1o Pokistan all the
territories it had occupicd in
Punjab, Rajasthan and Jammu
and Kashmir. India suffered a
very strategic Joss when it had
to retum even the Hajipur Pass
connecting Uri in Kashmir to
Foonch in Jammu Division of
the State, a distance of just
about 20 miles,

What is of importance to
national security and territorial
integrity of the country is that
the Government of India was
unaware of infiltration in
Kashmir nght uplo the end of
July, 1965. It was on August
4, 1965, that the then Defence

intruders, very much oo this
side of the CFL, started five
days Ester, on August 9, 1965,
At that time ako it was a
Gugjor, Mohammed Din, wha
informed the State authorities

reminded of what happened in
1964-65, Smt Sonia Gamdhi,
the Congress President, has said
umpteen times “Sarkar Ko
Jawab Dena Hoga". The
Congress spokesman, Shri Kapil
Sibal, & peesently questioning
the government about what
happened in Kargil and when.
They could ponder over 1964-
63 before trying to declare
themselves as the ever alert lot,
the innocent.

In fact, there have been
infelligence failures ripght from
IM7, M one can use the lerm
a presently thrown abowt by
political leaders/spakesman of
various hues. Foe instance, lsdia
hnd no idea about Pakistani
intentions about J&X in 1947,
At tlsat time the JEK ruler had
catered inta 3 stand-still

agreement both with India and

Chinese started building a road
to Ladakh in 1954 but the
Nehru Government came to

know about it in 1959,

shout the presence of Pak
infiltrators. Din was later
awarded the FPadam Shri
Incidentally Molammed  Din
was oo¢ of the first Kashmiris
to be Killed by Pak-sponsored
terrorists i 1990.

It continwes to be an enigma
why the then Government of
India had no inkling about the
large-scale Pakistant infillzation
in Kashmir in 1964-65.
Presently, all the leaders in
opposition 1o the ourrent
carelaker Government of Shri
Atal Behari Vajpayee are
shouting themselves hoarse for
the alleged micHigence failire
in 1999, One can oaly wonder
how they will behave when

Pakistan pending his decision
abowt accession, While lodia
stood still literally Pakistan went
shead with ils agenda of
annexmg J&K by book or by
crook, Not many people outside
Kashmir perhaps know that
Pakistan stopped supply of rice,
sugar, salt, tea and other
necessities to Kashmir in
Seplember 1947 itself, while
Indaa was standing still as per
protocol.

Again, it was known i
Srinagar as early as the autumn
of 1956 that the Chinese were
constructing a road to link Tibet
with Smkiang via the Aksaichin
area of Ladakh. They had
perhaps started this construction

as carly as 1954, when Chinese
and Indian leaders came face to
face at Bandung to sign the
Panchsheel Declaration. It
seems that while India revelied
10 the tune of “Hindi-Chini
Bhai Bhai", China started
construction of the road in
Ladakh. The Govemment of
India came to know about it as
a rude shock in 1959, when 19
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) personnel were killed
in a skimish with Chinese
forees in the area. To cap the
mlelligence faibare, e then
Prime Minister, Pt Jawsharlal
Nehru chose to 1ell the Lok
Sabha that “not a blade of grass
grows there” peesumably us a
sort of justification for the
unforgivable lapse in Ladakh,
The 1962 fiasco in the Noeth-
Exst of the country is already
well-documented althowuply the
main document has pot as yet
seen the Hght of the day

The carctaker government
of Shri Atd Behari Vajpavee
has appointed a Commitice of
experts 1o fovk inlo what went
wiong in Kargil in 1999, The
teport of the Committes will
become public spon, hopefully
It wonld be better lor the
Congress to await the findings
and recammendations of this
Committee and cease its nnise
about Kaegil lest intefligence
failures in 1947, 1959, 1962
elc are brought to public notice
to stknce them. Spokespersons
of the Congress are newcomers
to the party, They would do
well to read the history of the
country, of their 114 year okl
party and of the various
peoblems bequeathed to the
country by its erstwhile leaders.
Ihe writer is Preadent of fhe
Jamww & Kushmir cell of BIP,
Delhi
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Police prevent clash
between Kashmiri groups

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, DEC. 10. Police inter-
vened in time to prevent a clash
between members of the All- Par-
ty Hurriyat Conference (APHCQC)
and Kashmiri Samiti, comprising
Kashmiri Pandits, in front of the
UN office here on Friday.

The groups had gathered in the

morming to register their protest
on different issues. Slogan-shout-
ing APHC members were the first
to arrive at the scene. They were
protesting against the alleged
atrocities committed by the Army
in the Valley.
* They alleged that the situation
had become worse after the in-
stallation of a Government and
that it was proved b{ statistics
available to APHC, In fact, a suc-
cessful boycott of the polls on the,
call of the Hurriyat Conference
during the recent Parliamentary
elections had further exploded
the propaganda that was being
carried out by the authorities.

Members of the Kashmirl Sarm-

that led to their “‘cleansing’’ from
Kashmir during the past decade.
They urged the Government to
identify the forces, groups and
parties responsible for reducing
the state to the present state of
chaos. The two groups resorted to
some vociferous sloganeerin

forcing before policemen steppec
in. The potentially explosive sit-
uation was brought under control
after. the policemen convinced
the protesters to remain calm.




Kashmiris

HT Correspondent
New Dalhi, December 10

IT WAS a dialogue with a differ-
ence. And there could be no better
occasion than the World Human
Rights Day for the separatist All
Party  Hurriyat  Conference
(APHC) and Kashmiri Samiti rep-
resenting the Kashmir Pandit com-
munity to come face to face,

The setting, though not ideal for
what turned out to be an mpromp-
t roadside dialogue, was provided
when the two groups found (hem-
selves juxtaposed while Squatting
on dharna  outside the local
UNHRC office toduy,  Their
grouse was similar - the violation
of humuan rights - but the perpetra-
tors were different.

The brief encounter between for-
mer APHC chief Mirwaiz Omar
Furoog and the Samiti president C.

————

<=

L. Gadoo had the supporters on
both sides watching the scenc with
buted breath, It was the outpour-
ing of grievances for the next 10
minutes with naturally the Samiti
confronting the young Mirwaiz
with the gory tales of the Pandits
unceremonious  exit from the
Valley

Senior APHC leader and former
State Minister Abdul Gani Lone
quictly watched his young col-
league entering into an on-the-
spot dialogue with the Samiti rep-
resentatives for which the initiative
was taken by the Jammu and
Kashmir Democratic Forum presi-
dent Bhushan Bazaz

"The same old Muslim brethren
who shared our joys and sorrowy
for years stood silently when we
were hounded out, killed and
maimed. Was not it your duty to
protect us from the gun, Who is

ease te
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tesponsible for the killings of inno-
cent Kashmiri Hindus?," ssked Mr
Gadoo,

A paticntly listening Mirwaiz
replicd: “We agree that you have
suffered. But we are equal suffer-
ers

It is wrong Lo say that only you
have suffered,” said Mohammed
Yaqoob, former president of
Kashimir Bar Association uceom-
panying the Mirwaiz, "We are also
here to ask who is responsible for
the killing of over 30,000 Muslims.”

Frayed emotions saw the police
jumping in with an appeal to the
WO groups 1o disperse. To the sur-
prse of everyone, their attempt
wits joiatly resisted by the two del-
egations. “There is no question of a
fight. This is our internal matter
which we are discussing amongst
oursclves,” remarked one of the
Samiti functionanes,
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meeling with a difference

The complaints over, another
Samiti functionary questioned;
"But you want Pakistun, We cannot
talk to you."

"We want neither Pukistan nor
Indiz. We are only fighting for a
lasting solution to the vexed
Kashmir problem,” the Mirwaiz
¢clarificd

‘What about the return of
Kashmini Pandity to the Vlley?,"
asked Mr Gadoo.

“We cannot give a guarantee for
your safety. But we consider you
our brethren and have included
you m our progrumme,” the former
responded. Even before parting,
the groups left a faint ray of hope.
"You: send us your policy docu-
ment, We will see what have you
prescribed for the Kashmiri
Hindus before we decided 1o talk
10 you again,” said the Samiti VP
Sunil Shakhesr,
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Kashmir Awareness Bureau

Delhi office of the

Jammu and Kashmir All Parties Hurriyet Conference
A-181, (GF) Shivalik Malviya Nagar New Delhi 110017 Ph. 6480439 Fax. 6283067

Dated. 4-1-2000

My Dear Gudoo sahib,

Kindly you will reminder that on 10" of December 1999 Jenab Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq had come to meet your delegation, which had come to
demonstration in front of the office of the resident coordinator of United Nation. A
consensus had emerged that the leaders of the Sumiti and APHC would sit
together and deliberate on the issues related to Kashmiri migrants, their
rehabilitation and inter-community contact and interaction.,

Jenab Mirwaiz Umar Farooq has advised me to write to your good self so
that a start could be made.

| would like to request you to please inform me about the date and venue
for a get together. | am here in New Delhi till 15" of February 2000.

With regard

Yours sincerely

\,’
D
Abdul Gani Lone
Executive member of APHC
Jenab C.L. Gudoo
President Kashmiri Samiti

/\ t
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'hold talks with Hurriyat

NEW DELHI, Jan 9:

Kashmin Samiti, an organisation
of Kashmiri Pandits, today said it
would hold no dialogue with separa-
tist Hyrriyat Conference as was €x-
pected following impromptu talks
between the leaders of the two groups
last month.

Stating that the two groups had
divergent principle policies, Samiti
president C L Gadoo told P11 here
the decision of not holding talks with
the Hurriyat was taken unanimously
at the two-day deliberations of vari-
ous other Kashmiri Pandit groups re-
cently.

Leaders of the two organisations
had held an informal and impromptu
dialogue, first direct interaction since
the outbreak of 10-year-old militancy
in Kashmir, on the World Human
Rights Day on December 10 while
both groups were demonstrating out-
side the UN office here.

The dialogue, held due to media-
tion of Jammu and Kashmir Demo-
cratic Forum (JKDF) president
Bhushan Bazaz, was considered sig-
nificant for the possible return of more
than 2.5 lakh Kashmn Pandit mi-
urants,

Asked about a recent intimation
from the Hurriyat to the Samiti that o
start could be made towards delibera-
tion on issues related to Kashmir: mi-
grants and their rehabilitation, Gadoo
said it is not acceptable 10 us.

The Hurnyal has been openly
supporting militancy in Jammu and
Kashmir and was responsible for the
killing of hundreds of ethnic minori-
ties in Kashmir, he added, explaining
the reasons behind the Samiti’s stand.

Besides, we are all out with India
while the Hurriyat secks separation
from the Union. This is the basic dif-
ference between the principle policies
of the two groups, the Kashmin Samiti
president said.

Demanding a public apology from
the Hurriyat for what has been done
to the Kashmiri Pandits. Gadoo sawd

1 it give up its main issue of seeking
Naration, then only can we consider
dine talks with it

Gadoo said if atall any talks were
to be held over the issue T the
Kashmiri Pandits’ rehabilitation, it
would be with the Central Govemn-
ment only.

Asked about the impromptu talks
held outside the UN office on Decem-
ber 10, he said it was not a dialogue.
We were only airing our complaints
regarding killing and dislocation of our
community members. (PT1)
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Hurriyat—i’ahdit -

- meet loses steam

New Delhi, July 21

—M
THE MUCH-HYPED Hurriyat
-Kashmiri

the orgs Yisations

The July 19 n 2eting 1s not
the first interface between the
3 and the displaced
comynunity's representatives
made out to be.

j908, the united
Hurriyat Conference and sen-
for Kashmiri Pandit leaders

meeting

separatists
as is
n

had a chance

follow-
mgwhldxmeyamgodndharm.
outside the Unesco office here

OVERTURES

the same day to highlight hu-
manrighuviolaﬂominJ&K.
The Pandits under the acgls
Samitl had

998 “roadshow™.

the Centre has
denied any “secret deal” to re-
solve the Kashmir problem.
Minister of State for Home
Sriprakash Jaiswal said the
minority communities
J&K ( read Kashmirl Pandits)
will be taken into confidence
before taking any step.

-—




NASHIMIKE SAivitt L, DECHIT (REGD.)
EASHIMES BHAWAN, EASHMIR BHAWAN MARG, AMAR COLONY,
EASPAT NAGAR-IV, NEW DELHHT - 110024
( NODAL AGENCY FOR INTERNALLY DISPLACED EASHMIRIS)
S KR :;s’:tl:l);u:.m Friday, December 10, 1999
Presadent ol Tiha
Rashtarpati Pleswan
New Delli.

Respected President
Nonaskm

Ten years have passed since we, the Kasloin Dandit Commmnunty, were
slangltered, uprooted and Fced to flee fiom o Valley by well orguised and
amed  tenonsts, hmdmunentahists and secestomst forces. The bloodshed and
devastation, with clisos ad confusion have comtnuicd for us over the yeurs and
muleed decpened mnd Tnoadened

The temonsts supported by foreign mercenaries  have unleashed an
crpanised violesze mud sustained campaign to exterminate the Hindu minority in
Kashomr. There lave been attacks, molestation’s, Kidnapping  gane mape of
women axd nass-nessacre of  men women an claldren. Even infants  were not
spared. The sole objective is etlmic-religious  cleansing of the  muhipenous
tnority of Kaslw Padits

Tl date about 1,500 members of tlns rehgious mmority lave been
brutally srdered and more than 400,000 were forced out of the Valley during
the fast decade. Mote tlan 10, 000 displaced persons have died due to hostile
cuvirons  atil physical,  psychological disorders. More than 24000 houses
belonging to Kasluniri Pandits, hundieds ol their business establislunents,
cducational,  coltimal and religions institutions lave been destroyed with the
object of decimating  all traces of the 6U00 years old civilization of this
mdigenous mmority  commmity

The pomocrde of Kastuniri Hindas s thewr ethoie cleansing contravenes
the basic pruipals of  equality, liberty, life and due process of  law which
underline the  Univasal Declaration of  hman Riglits s the GROSS
VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF MINORITH 3 X

For a last one decade, we are living a hife of refugees away from kashmir
Valley in tatrered tas, rented inhabitable rooms, willh a meage <ustenance
wliowance for a few s i unhygeinic, hostile covirorment.

Wiath the mductoon of elected  Govt of Jammm and Eashonr Stde ot was
hoped that comditins sould chianee and 100, 000 displaced minonity wonld be
able to rettnn to ther Dhthplace. Iwas sl <o The moinber of  terrog gk s
e vl i) seonnity horees hiave mstend mreased by leaps. Fore is lnsc

funcknnenta e sided and abetted by the Tocal wsmeents have statod the




KASHMIRT SAMITI. DELHI (REGD.)
EASTIMIE BHAWAN, LASHMIR BHAWAN MARG, AMAR COLONY,

PAIPAT NAGARAV, NEW D0 - 110024
( NODAL AGENCY FOR INTERNALLY DISPLACED EASHMIRIS)

to our atd md do nstice to onr cange and detent the nelarions desiens of - Pan-
Islanmie movement

Sie, pernnt us to get o denends as follows

1. An objective pdicial inguiry mto the causes, which chased away
minorities (bashimden Pandits) trom ther centunes old birthplace and identify the
forces,  proups, paties and administrative lapres responsible for induction of
terrorigm and insnrpency in the Kaslunir

2. Provide fice medical facilities o all diplaced persons from

3. The povernment  of  India  should  ask the state and centrally
adiministered Universities, Medieal mnd Enginecrme collepes, School system to
provide education and scholarship to the descrving displaced students.

4. Provide suitable residentinl acconmnodation 1o the displaced persons
Bving i tents, camps and rented labitable sooae and enhiance reliel and bettes
worliing conditions tor “T'eh-Bazan

S, To the mmonty conmmmity whose houses and business  prennses have

been looted, Lront down or otherwise destroyed or - danmged. Appropoate ex-
gratiarehie! should be pand without fiether delay. Sanilarly conpensation must be
pandd tor crops, nenicnltueal as well ax live stock destroyed or damaged otherwase
takien over by the Tindamentahst temronst,

G The Kashumes Pandits ghould be dechimed as an cthoic minonty

7. Declwation of the KPP munonty as internanlly  displaced  under
intermational conventions to which Jidi s o sremidory.,

8 Al members of the KPP commmmnty hiving outside Kashinne should be
repistered as retupees (mnggants) and due letter of Certification be issued 1o
them

9 Reservation  be alszo provided for timngs /7 cmployments /o other
benelits under Stte - Central ofticers / underntalomgs /7 catablishiments and the hike
on the pattem ol rescrvation for ORCs

1O, To provide voice in democratic Tormms of our country, we request that
Huce sents mothe Stte Lemslative Assembly and one seat in the 1ol Sabha on
Th Tueas of one overd! popolation i the State ond entside be allotied 1o ns

11 Wo pohitical pacdeys shonkd be conclivave without takmee the Lashinnn

i comptennty e conlidence Por thng cepnesenatives of the  conmmmnnty
b e e '-;n' el |\:n.'.'| ol iy dsenes g on Foashoon




wreggfa afaarsra
weEafy swEe
T faeer
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o Dodthe

Ne .18/99-P(1) 13 December, 1999.

NDear Sir,

I acknowledge receipt of vyour memorandum dated
10.712.99 addressed to the President of India, The =same
has been forwarded to the Ministry of Home Affairs, New

Nelhi for appropriate action.

Yours faithfully,

e
By 7
(S.K. Aggarwal)
Officer on Special Duty

Shri C.I.. Gadoo,

President ,
Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi,

Kashmir Bhawan, Kashmir Bhawan Marpg,

Amar Celony, Taipat Napgar IV,
New Delhi-110024.
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Shri C.L. Gadoo lighting the lamp ot the inaugural session of First Vishwa Suraswat Sammelan at Mangalore. Shri Suresh Prabho Minister of Chericals &
Fertilizers, Govt. of India and Shri §.V. Pikale President, All India Saraswat cultural organisution are also seen inthe picture.
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Shri C L., Gadoo with other Kashmiri Participants,



Saraswaths’ contributions to
society highlighted

By Our Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE, DEC. 17. The three- day Vishwa Saras-
wath Sammelan began its official business session
today, with a symposium on “the past, present and
future’’ of Saraswaths as a community, The symposi-
um featured the tation of nine papers, and
was inaugurated by Mr. P.Suresh Prabhu, Union
Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers. The papers,
which highlighted the Saraswath community as one
social entity, dwelt in detail on the various sub-sects
of Saraswaths and their contributions to society. For
the first time, a paper showcasing the life and works
of Kashmirl Saraswaths (Pandits), evoked wide-
ran discussions in the conference,

The paper entitled “The Saraswaths of Kashmir
History”, authored jointly by Mr. Kuldeep Pandit
and Mr., Jawahar Manwati, said that the Saraswaths
in.the Kashmir Valley had a history of 5,000 years
and their roots could be traced to the Harappan
civilisation. The Kashmiri Pandits had direct contact
with the sants and sages who were meditating in the
Himalayas, and as their disciples they acquired
knowledge and wisdom, which had been handed
down from generation to generation.

The paper also pointed out that the migration of

Hattangady's

parajila stea

by the secessionist movement in Kashmir
which was aimed at driving the Pandits out of the

Valley. A gpcr on “Origin of North India Saras-
waths”, by Dr. R.N. Sharma of the JNV University,
Jodhpur, traced the spread of the Saraswaths in the
North Indian plains and hilly regions.

Dr. P.R.Ojha, Professor of Zoology at the Dungar
College, Bikaner, Rajasthan, in his paper '"Saras-
waths of Rajasthan”, outlined the various skills of
Saraswaths living on the banks of the Saraswathi
river in town planning, architecture, construction,
etc, He said that the Saraswaths were highly evolved
even as early as 2900-2700 BC.

Dr. Ojha said that had been forced on
the Saraswaths very early. The Saraswath tribes were
forced to migrate from the banks of the Saraswathi
river which e dry due to geological reasons,
Muslim invasion, and the search for a conducive
atmosphere for developing their culture, were the
other causes for migration, he said.

)

the show at Saraswat meet

The Times of India News Servioe

MANGALORE: A memorable
performance by versatile thontre
and cine star Rohinl Hattangady
stole the show on the second diy of
the ongoing First World Sarsswat
Convention orgenised by the All-
India Saranwat Cultural Organisn-
Hon st Mangals Stadium here on
Friduy evening

he mono presentation of the
rluy Aparajita, divected by her il-
ustrious husband Jayndey Hattan-
gady was the talk of the town
among the delegates and others
who witnessed the mesmerisio
perfarmunce as part of the culturn
activities in the convention

The deliberations focussed on

Actross Rohinl Hattangady in the
Sarsswat Convention st Mangala *

Pt Frmasnirhn

Aparajita during the Firt World
win in Mangalore on Friday night.

various topios of inferests 1o the
Saragswat community

hie day began with the spiritual
retrent on ‘Kshatra Dharma’ by Dy
Hemanth Kamat

Among the papers presented on
Saturday, Satyanarain P Punj from
New Delhi spoke on the "Future of
Sarpswats’. 10 which he denlt with
the socinl condition of the mem-
hors of the community and the
seope tn various felds that s in

store for them in future.

Other papers deall with the top-
les of the likes of antrepreneurial
development in Saraswal comimu-
nity, velopment  of  Saraswal
WwOmen, Saraswat service projects,
role of Jyotishastra in the life of a
Sarsswat and the contribution of
the community in Konkani lan-
uungc. lterature and culture,

The All-India Saraswat Cultural
Orgnnisation session was olso held

in the alternoon Lo discuss the van-
oun functional sspects of the organ-
nation

Ihe day belonged to Kashmiri
Suaraswats who stole the hearts of
the delegntes with their ocdiginal
delicacies

he Kashmin pulay, original dum
alu chatney and the Kashmirt chay
( Ton) would be remembered by the
delegntes ut the meat for a long
tme 1o come




The Saraswat Brahmins Of Kashmir

—C. L. Gadoo

{The author was invited in December last year to participate in the First Vishwa Sarswat Sammelan held at
Mangalore, Karnataka. We reproduce below the text of the paper presented by him at the conference—Editor)

HE origin of the vale of Kashmir, according to

popular legend, was a vast mountain lake called
Satisar, the lake of Sati and geologists confirm this.
There is a tradition that its drainer was an ascetic,
named Kashyapa, hence the reclaimed land was
called Kashyapmar which later became Kashmir.
The mountains which surround Kashmir are varied
in form and colour. Kashmir is a land of lakes, rivers
and abundant flora and fauna.

According to Kalhana's Rajtarangini after the
Valley was drained out, Brahmins were brought there
by Kashyapa Rishi who were philosophers engrossed
in the pursuit of knowledge and practicing the lives
of purity. These Brahmins , popularly called
Kashmiri Pandits- form a distinct class of their own
and were considered to be the perfect specimens of
the ancient Aryan settlers in the Valley. (Monier
William's Modern India and Indians)

Areawise, Jammu and Kashmir is the second
largest State in the Republic of India. Its original
area of 222, 713 sq kilometers has now been reduced
to 138, 992 sq kilometers only, after the cease-fire
in 1949 following Pakistani aggression in 1948, and
78, 932 sq kilometers are under illegal occupation
of Pakistan. During China's aggression in 1962, it
forcibly occupied 37, 555 sq kilometers in the
Ladakh division of the State. Pakistan gifted 5,180sq
kilometers of the State’s territory under its illegal
occupation to China. Kashmir commands a strategic
importance touching on North- East, Afghanistan,
China and Pakistan.

Kashmiri Pandits

Mr George Campbell, in his book ** Ethnology of
India” says :-

The Kashmiri Brahmins are quite High- Aryan
in the type of their features very fair and handsome,
with high chiselled features and no trace of inter-
mixture of the blood of any lower race. It may be
partly occupation, but they have certainly a greater

regularity of features than others of a rougher type,
with, however, a less manly looking physique and
colourless, ruddy and more inclining to a somewhat
sallow fairness. The high nose, slightly aquiline, but
by no means what we call Jewish or nut-cracker, is
a common type. Raise a little the brow of a Greek
statue and give the nose a small turn at the bony
point in front of the bridge, so as to break the
straightness of line, you have the model type of this
part of India, to be found both in living men and in
the statues in the Peshawar Valley. There are also a
good many straight noses and some varieties, as in
all places , but much less departure from an ordinary
handsome standard than in most countries. The figure
of the ordinary working Kashmiri is strong and
athletic. But none of them are martial and the
Brahmins, are in this respect, no exception. They
rule by the brain and the pen and not by the sword.

Saraswat Brahmins

Kashmiri Pandits are offspring of Rishis and
belong to the highest order of Brahmins, the
Saraswats, highly educated and almost hundred per
cent literate. The Saraswat Brahmins are mentioned
in the Vedas, the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, the
Bhagwata and even the Bhavisyttata Purana. They
are descendants of great sage Saraswat Muni who
lived on the bank of river Saraswati. There are many
versions of the origin of this great, by now extinct
river Saraswati. The oldest Sanskrit chronicle,
Kalhana's Rajtarangini which is the fullest record
of the Kashmir history, records in the Chapter “The
Shrine of Sharda™ as under:-

“The temple of Sharda rises in prominent and
commanding position above the right bank of -the
Madhumati on the terrace-like foot of a spur which
descends from a high pine-clad mountains to the east.
Immediately below this terrace to the North West is
the spot where the waters of the Madhumati and the
Kishanganga mingle. There, on a small sandy beach,
the pilgrims perform “Shradas” to their ancestors.

Koshur Samachar

2000




From the height of the staircase, which forms the
approach of the temple from the West, an extensive
view opens. To the south East, the Valley of the
Madhumati is seen narrowing gradually into a gorge
between precipitous spurs through which passes the
direct route to Kashmir via Kroras. In the North East
from where the Kishanganga issues, successive
ranges of barren steep mountains with snowy peaks
behind them seem to close all passages. To the North,
anarrow chasm in the rocks marks the deboucher of
the Sangam river, the Kankatotri of the map, which
flows from the mountains towards Cilos and falls
into the Kishanganga a short distance above the
Madhumati. It is the Saraswati of Kalhan's
description, still known by that name to local
traditions.

Sharda Temple

In the ancient times in Kashmir, there existed a
great temple called Saraswat temple. In the temple
premises there existed one of the best manuscripts
on Saraswats and their way of living. According to
Prof. Bhuller, the manuscript of Kashmir were found
in this Saraswat temple. This temple is situated on
the bank of Kishanganga in the North West of
Kashmir. This statement was made by Jain Scholar
Hema Chandra, (AD 1088—1172) in
“Prabhavakacharita”.

This ancient Tirtha, though once evidently one
of the most important temples of Kashmir and
famous far beyond its limits has in recent times
become almost unknown to Kashmiri Pandits as it
falls in Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK). According
to Kalhana's Rajtarangini Lalita Ditya Muktapida
in 7th. Century marched towards seven Konkans.
According to Mr. H.H. Wilson in his book * Hindu
History of Kashmir”, seven Konkans are spread on
Malabar coast—Kerala, Tilangana, Govarashtra
(Goa), Konkan proper, Kerataha, Varalatta and
Vevrvera. We have a strong belief that large number
of Saraswats had settled down in Malabar Coast
thereafter as they found the land more fertile and
atmosphere akin so that they could live there and be
prosperous.

In the light of recent investigation and researches
in history, Kashmiris played a vital role in the

development of intellectual, moral, religious,
spiritual and social life of India as a whole. The works
of Utpala and Abhinavgupta are treasures of Indian
philosophy. Charka and Koka are indispensable for
the study of Medicine and Sex respectively. Kalhana
and Bilhana are known for their historical excellence.

Kashmiri Language

The Kashmiri language belongs to the Indo-Aryan
family of languages. It has its origin in Vedic,
Sanskrit itself. During the Muslim period in Kashmir,
Persian and Urdu words and phrases have also been
assimilated in the language. Kashmiri scholars have
also contributed 1o poetry, aesthetics as also to other
branches of learning. Although research into the
origin of Kashmiri language is yet to be undertaken
in all its seriousness, yet one finds traces of its origin
in Sanskrit work called Setubandh, written by King
Pravar Sen. From 8th. century to 13th. century there
is no record of the development of Kashmiri
language and the first monumental book in Kashmiri
which comes handy is the Mahayana Prakash of
Shitikanth. It is written in the Vakh form which was
further enriched by the great Lalla Yogeshwari in
14th century.

Philosophic Traditions

It is a known fact that both Shaivagams and
Vaishnavagams have originated from Kashmir. The
rich Shiva Shaktha and Tantra tradition of Kashmir
is still in vogue in the form of religious practices
and rituals performed by Kashmiri Brahmins.
Although Kashmiri scholars have given a rich
monistic Trika philosophy called Kashmiri Shavia
Darshan, in respect of religious practices and rituals
Kashmiri Pandits have always followed the Vedic
prescriptions.

The history of the Chitrapur Saraswat Brahmins
serves to demonstrate how their religious and cultural
views developed into the present century. Starting
from the Valley of Kashmir, the ancestors of the
Bhanaps migrated to all parts of India. These
Kashmiri Brahmins are thought to be the descendants
of the Aryans who migrated into India from Central
Asia or Eastern Europe.

However, these people differentiate themselves
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from the rest of the Saraswat Brahmins in that they
identify their caste with the Goddess Saraswati, who
has been mentioned in the Vedas as the Goddess of
Learning. However, the Gaud Saraswat Brahmins
residing on the Western coast of India (primarily in
Maharashtra, Goa and Karnataka) are thought to
have descended from these Kashmiri Brahmins.
Substantial evidence has been set forth by several
historians relating that the Kashmiri Brahmins
migrated to Goa by the eleventh century AD.

Ancestory of Saraswat Brahmins

To trace the Gaud Saraswat Brahmins ancestry,
from Kashmir to Goa, one must begin with the story
of the famous seer, Saraswata. When there was a
famine in Northern India, he continued to recite the
Vedic texts by consuming the fish that Goddess
Saraswati had given to him. The Brahmins of later
generations who accepted fish as a part of their diet
were often known to have referred to this story to
Justify their full-fledged status as Brahmins despite
their consuming fish. Since the consuming of fish
was also prevalent in the culture of many Bengali
Brahmins and because of the apparent similarities
between the languages of the two groups, many Gaud
Saraswat Brahmin scholars maintained some of their
religious views while modifying others. In the year
1708, a small group of these migrants had established
their own unique caste and preserved the
Guruparampara. The teaching of the Gurus and their
dedication to the devotees strengthen the unity of
the caste members which has survived till the present
day.

Kashmiri Saraswats Now

The Saraswats of Kashmir, with a glorious history
of thousands of years at their back, have been at the
receiving end now for over six and a half centuries.
Their decline in Kashmir began in 1339 AD when a
Muslim courtier in the court of the last Hindu king
of Kashmir, usurped the throne treacherously. The
full impact of the treachery became visible with the
advent of Sultan Sikander Butshikan (destroyer of
idols) forty years later. The full fury of fanaticism
was unleashed on the largely peaceful Hindus of
Kashmir during the next forty years. This was the
time (AD.1379-1420) when most of the Saraswats

of Kashmir were either killed or had to flee from
their millennia-old homeland for the plains and
coastal areas of India, mostly the western coast. This
was the time when some of these Saraswats from
the hamlet of Mangalore to the west of Kashmir, in
the foothills of the now internationally known tourist
resort of Tangamarg-Gulmarag, migrated to the
Konkan coast and perpetrated the memory of their
own hamlet in Kashmir by naming their new abode
as Mangalore. It is indeed a matter of pride and
honour for me to address this august gathering in
Mangalore, of which the foundation has been laid
by my illustrious ancestors from Kashmir.

Distinet History and Culture

As I have said, Saraswats of Kashmir, the Rishi
Bhoomi of yore, have had a distinguished history
and rich culture that produced a renowned historian
of great calibre, Kalhana Pandit of the Rajatarangini
fame. Rajatarangini, as you know, is the first
recorded history in India. Apart from this, the Shiv-
Shakti cult and the Mahayana Buddhism originated
from Kashmir besides a lot of literature on religion,
philosophy, history etc. All this in Sanskrit, the
mother-tongue of the great Bharatvarsha, the
language of Shrimad Bhagwad Gita.

It was this very talented community of Kashmir,
the progeny of Vedic Rishis, which was brought to
the brink of total destruction during just forty years
of fanatical Islamic rule (1379 to 1420, AD),
calamitous times for them. Tradition has it that only
eleven Saraswat families could survive the
catastrophe. The next fifty years (1420—1470 AD)
of King Zain-ul-Abiddin Badshah or the great king)
saw reversal of the process of persecution of
Saraswats. They were recalled, their temples and
shrines rebuilt and they were allowed freedom of
faith. There is no record to indicate how many
returned and how many were added to the eleven
families, which had survived the butchery of the
previous fifty years.

It was at this point of time that the surviving
Saraswats, produced a Messiah of their own, in the
person of the great Shree Bhat. He re-organised this
very much thinned society of Saraswat Brahmins
who had no Yajmans to whose spiritual and religious
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need they could cater. All the Yajmans had either
been killed or converted, forcibly or otherwise, to
Islam. Shree Bhat created a new class of Purohits
from among them. It will be interesting to recollect
here that the elder son or the eldest daughter of any
family was selected to pursue religious and spiritual
studies and in time to cater to these needs of the
family The others were freed for temporal work like
agriculture, etc. In the course of a century or so, those
left free for temporal jobs shifted to almost all the
court languages according to needs of the time. They
mastered Arabic, Persian, English and Urdu
languages apart from Hindi. This period also saw
the emergence of the saint-poetess, Lalleshwari, who
gave a new dimension to the Shaiva-Shakti cult as
also the birth of Rishi-Sufi cult of Kashmir urging
peace and brotherhood among Hindus and Muslims.

During the Mughal Period

The next 120 years or so was comparatively
peaceful, with some interludes of religious
persecution, when the Saraswats learnt to live with
Islam according to the preaching of Lalleshwari and
Nunda Rishi. The annexation of Kashmir to the
Mughul Empire in 1586 AD ushered in an era of

peace for the Saraswats, marred only by the
puritanical disposition, bordering on fanaticism, of
the last known Moghul emperor, Aurangzeb (1658-
1707 AD). Many of his Subedars were under
instruction to convert all Kashmiri Saraswats to
Islam which he had expected to help him to convert
the Brahmins of Varanasi leading in turn to
conversion of mass of Hindus in Northern India to
Islam. This process was thwarted by the supreme
sacrifice offered by the ninth Sikh Guru, Tegh
Bahadur ji. This all is recorded history.

The decline of Moghuls after Aurangzeb led the
Kashmiri Saraswat to another calamitous period of
about 67 years. (1753—1820 AD) of brutal Afghan
rule. This was broken after the Sikh ruler, Maharaja
Ranjit Singh of Punjab annexed Kashmir in 1818
AD. This was followed by a brief Sikh rule followed
by Dogra monarchy (1846—1947 AD)

Sikh Dogra Rule

The 128 year rule of Sikh / Dogra (1819-—1947)
saw the flowering of Kashmiri Saraswats both in
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Kashmir and in other parts of India. The
Saraswats in Kashmir took to modern education
in English and produced brilliant administrators,
educationists, doctors, engineers, advocates,
judges and the like. The euphoria thus generated,
made them ignored business and industry. They
also participated in the democratic processes
which had become the order of the day in India
(against British rule) and in Kashmir against the
autocratic dispensation of the day, though the
ruler thereof was not an alien. As night follows
the day and darkness the sunshine, the 128-year
calm in Kashmir and in the lives of Kashmiri
Saraswats was shattered by the partition in 1947
of India on the basis of the obnoxious two-nation
theory. This played havoc with the Saraswats in
Kashmir. From 1947 onwards they were treated
as Hindus, rather than Kashmiris, who had
contributed generously to the development of
Kashmir on modern lines in all walks of life.

Posh -1947 Turmoil

Thus began another turmoil in their lives. To begin
with they were divested of their landed properties in
the name of “land to the tiller”, and deprived of other
opportunities to grow along with their Muslim
compatriots. The democratic rule in Kashmir ushered
in Kashmir in 1947 was steadily transformed into
Muslim rule with no consideration for the minority.
As aresult of these machinations and manipulations,
thousands of Kashmiri Saraswats had to migrate once
again to the plains of India for employment and
sustenance. Their population percentage in Kashmir
started going down from 15 % in 1947, reaching a
low of 5 % in 1981. In the meanwhile they had started
to switch over to business, industry and tourism etc,
apart from public employment which was dwindling
in any case.

The Muslims in Kashmir are the ruling elite
of the state. They dominate its entire economic
organisation and enjoy communal precedence in
all social forums. Islam is virtually the official
religion of the State. Whereas the Muslims
constitute a little more than half the population
of the state, they possess three-fourths share in
legislative bodies, administrative organisations
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and all the local Government institutions. In the
Kashmir province, the Hindus have no elected
representation in the State legislature, nor do they
have any elected representation in the local
bodies. They constituted less than five per cent
of the administrative services of the State and
have less than one per cent share in the higher
cadres of the state administration. Muslims
monopolise 94 per cent of the State services in
Kashmir. The Hindu of Kashmir province have
absolutely no share in the decision making bodies
of the State Government, which have always been
constituted by the Muslims of the Kashmir
Province. More than 90 per cent of the admissions
to professional, technical and other educational
institutions are reserved for Muslims in one form
or the other, purely on communal basis. The
Hindus, Sikhs and other minorities share a bare 8
per cent of the educational facilities that the State
provides.

The Muslims own and control the entire economic
and industrial structure of the Kashmir Province.
They own 96 per cent of the agricultural land,
orchards and other urban landed estates. They enjoy
a monopoly over the entire industrial, organisation,
trade, commerce, financial resources and exports of
the province of Kashmir. They have complete
monopoly in trading in fruits, carpets, shawls, wood-
work, woollens, silk etc. The Hindu in Kashmir have
never been allowed to have any share in the tourist
industry, the transport organisation, concessionaire
contracts for the construction of the State property,
roads and buildings and the licenses for imports and
exports which the State Government has been
lavishly distributing among the Muslims.

Quit Kashmir Call for the Saraswats

The Kashmiri Saraswats awakened to a
devastating call to quit Kashmir “without their
womenfolk™ late in the evening on January 19, 1990.
The call came through loudspeakers blaring threats
to “Kafirs™ to quit or perish, from mosques
throughout the Valley. Then a hell, reminiscent of
the horrendous rule of Sikander ‘Butshikan’ was let
loose against the Saraswats. Killing, burning, looting
became the order of the day. As a result, about

400,000 of them migrated from the Valley reducing
their presence in Kashmir to mere 0.1% per cent of
its total population. Even this 0.1 per cent is not safe.

Twentythree of them, including infants, were
murdered in cold blood on the eve of Republic Day,
1998 at Wondhama Village in Srinagar district. The
rest may be killed in time to come or converted to
Islam. Nobody knows.

Till date about 1,500 (fifteen hundred) members
of this Kashmiri Pandit community have been
brutally murdered and more than 400,000 were
forced out from Valley during the last decade. More
than 10,000 displaced persons have died due to
hostile environs and physical, psychological,
disorders. 212 temples and more than twentyfour
thousand (24,000) houses belonging to Kashmiri
Pandits, hundreds of their business establishments,
educational, cultural and religious institutions have
been destroyed with the object of decimating all
traces of the 6,000 years old civilisation of this
indigenous community.

Presently, approximately over 2.5 lakh Saraswats
of Kashmir are putting up in camps and shovels in
Jammu Division of the State, with another large
concentration of about 2.5 lakhs in and around Delhi.
The rest of the over seven lakh strong community
(post—1941 when they constituted 15 per cent of
the Valley’s population ) are scattered throughout
India and abroad. The community is trying to protect
cultural and civilisational heritage even after the
exile. Education has been our first priority. How long
and how effectively this heritage can be protected,
Out of Our Birthland, is a matter of conjecture.

In this dark and depressing scenario, it is
encouraging to see the Saraswats in India and
elsewhere in the world holding out to us their hands
of affection and friendship. Let us blossom together
henceforth.

May mother Saraswati bless us all , open up new
vistas for our development, spiritually and materially,
and enable us to serve our motherland, our
Bharatvarsha to the best of our abilities and
capacities. Let us not forget our roots, we should
pledge to return to our sacred “Janam Bhoomi”
Kashmir. (]
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“At the time of these provisional returns, migrant families had spent a decade away
from their homeland, integrating into the towns and cities where they worked and
lived. For some migrants, provisional returns directed their attention back towards
home. These individuals and families considered possibilities of return under new
conditions that were not contained within the discourse of recovery. They told stories
suggesting that their homes had new meanings for them now and that they wished to
return to the region differently and build connections to new neighborhoods, villages,
and towns. For others, provisional returns highlighted the impossibility or
undesirability of a permanent homecoming. Their stories indicated that they would
never live in their homes again, even if they had the opportunity. All in all, these
various orientations toward homeland, such as those represented in the letters to the
editor, suggested the heterogeneity of stances that ran counter to the standard form of
attachment articulated and circulated in community discourse at that time.”

Haley Duschinski-- Kashmiri Hindu Community Identity and the Politics of
Homeland
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3 Pandits gunned down in Valley

HT dont
Jarmmu, February 5

HREE KASHMIRI Pandits

including an 8 year-old girl

were killed and one critical-
ly wounded in_ an attack by
unidentified gunmen in a village
about 65 km south of Srinagar
Inte last night. This happened on
the eve of Pakistan-sponsored
Solidurity Day for the people of
Koshmis.

Around 715 pm. the gunmen
opened fire on the houses of
Kashmiri Pandit families living in
Telvani village. The initial bursts
killed three of the community
members who were preparing for
dinner at thist point of time.

The attack at Telvani where 32
members of six Kashmird Pandit
families nre left alive was repulsed
by the police guards posted in the
villuge. The encounter lasted for
about half-an-hour before the
wssailants fled the scene fearing
that more reinforcements may
encircle them,

An cight year-old girl Anshu
Raina was among the killed. Her
father Ashok Rama, a selection
grade police constable and anoth-
cr neighbour Veer Pandit were
two others who fell to the bullets
of militants.

A head constable Bashir Abmad
und another Hindu, Jaideep, were
critically wounded., Both of them
have been shifted to Srinagar for
treatment,

Militants also shot desd a ruling
National Conference activist and
a BSF jawan, while two armymen
were critically wounded in a bomb
blast in separate incidents in
Kashmir since last  cvening,
reports PT1 from Srinagar quot-
ing an official spokesman.

Meanwhile, two militants were
killed in an encounter with BSF
personnel in Mahore area of
Udhampur district today.

An  activist of the ruling
National Conference, Abdul
Rehman Malik, was shot dead at
Devbugh-Kunzar near Thngmarg
in north Kashmir lust night.

Another group of militants
intruded into the house of Dil
Ganal at Nasoo-Badergund noar
Quazigund, on the Srinagar-
Jammu national highway last
night, and gunned down the
house owner and his son Fayaz
Abhmed,

CONDEMNED: Panun
Kashmir, an organisation of dis-
placed Kashmiri Pandits, and
Delhi-based Kashmir Samiti have
strongly condemned the brutal
killing of the three Pandits in the
Kashmir Valley today, adds HTC
from New Delhi.

In o statement, Panun Kashmir
demanded that the Government
should make immediate arrange-
ments  for shiftin Kashmiri
Pandit families sull .Ilivlng in the
Valley, to Jammu

Kashmir Samit chicef C. L.
Gadoo while expressing shock on
the killing of three Kashmiri
Pandits including a child, said that
it had once again proved that the
situation in  the trouble-torn
Valley has further worsened.

Kashmirt Pandits demand

probe into killings

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELMIL, FER. 7. The Kashmin
Samiti has demanded a probe in-
o the killing of three Kashmiri
Pandits in a South Kashmir village
on Saturday and accused the
State Government of having failed
to safeguard the interest of the
minorities in the Valley.

The has also filed
a complaint with the National
Human Rights Commission on
the issue, said Mr. C.L. Gadoo,
Samiti dent. Later, a delega-
tion itted a memorandum
to the Union Home Minister, Mr.
LK Advani., and demanded ar-
rangements for the safety of the
Hindus in the Valley.

The displaced ., under
the banner of Kashmiri Pandits
United Forum, held a demonstra-
tion in the Capital to protest
against the “selective, brutal and
unprovoked’ killing of the mem-
bers of the community. They de-
mandeod arrangements be made
for safe shifting of the minuscule
. Hindus in the Valley to
Dethi.

Condemning the incident. Dr.
B.L. Kachroo, convenor of the Fo-
rum, said the incident was a proof
of the deteriorating security sce-
nario in the Valley and the un-
justified claims of the
Governunent that the Valley was

retuming to normaley. The Fo-
rum wanted the State and Central
Governments to ensure that the
roperties of the pop-
ulninn be taken care of It said
the had shocked Kashmiri
Pandits world over.




Dharnas galore;

By Our Staff Reportor

DELML ALY 24, Varous polit

| parties  and  organisations
aged  dharnas st Parllament
et and some other places in
s Capltal in connection with the
isht of General Pervez Musharral
pday.

Poliow dotained about 160 poo-
e ot Mot Nagar this alternoon
ihen they gathered at the Swa
antra Bharat Colony. These r-v
ons, belonging to Rashidya Pk
Annch, were armed with black
g mnd ards saying ''Mush
sral, Go back™ and weee (o pro-
ped towards Rashrrapatl Bhavan

owever, the palice rounded up

Weoantire group

Accurding 10 o Rashiriye Fhaa
lanch spokesperson, the organt
aon nanded that General
fushanal should liest reloase the
wisanees of War in Pakistan and
top funding militant activitios in

.

Soveral other palitical parties
wganised dhamas and demon
srations at the Jantar Mantar,

The Kashundr) Samil, the nodal
wpney for displacod  Kashmitis
burnt an effigy of Gen, Musharmat
andd shno sat on o day-loog dharma
&t Juntar Mantar

! shouted slogauns agiuinse
thet Pakistan Prasident’s visit The
organisation’s spokespenvon sald
Musharraf's effort to give Jegiti-
macy 1o Husifyst was o pliblic s
snowledgement  of  Pakistan’s
diroct wuppott  to  crossborder
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terrorian. They urged the Prime
Minkster to ratse the s of safe
and honourable retum ol Kash-
mird Pancdite I the valley during
the (alks,

Wolcoming the talks, the Com
mundst Party of Tndia (Marsist Lo
ninist)-New Democracy,
however, wamed that any solu
ton o Kashmi should be taken
with  democratle asplistions of
Kualunivi people in mind

The patty also sedd that the rep
resemintives of Kashmin people
should be muade party to any talks
o Kastumie, The Party also held &
dharma at Jantar Mantur around 3
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po. The Al India Shia Sunnd
Front staged a solidarity demon: ]
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dent to declare Kashmir s an in
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din
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anomical,

All the  dempuastrations
dhurmas remained posceful

|

und

HINDY — 8 ~2~ Y0

24 Pages Rs. 2,30

DIGEST

'NHRC directive
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Namaskar, The sitvation in our State, particularly in the Kashmir Valley, is getting more and more alarm
ing with cach passing day and with each passing month. If it was Telwani in February, it was Chatti Singhpora
in March. The massiacre of thirty-six innocent Sikhs in this village on the suspicious Holl festival had s
parallel in the massacre of twenty-three innocent Kashmiri Pandits in Wondhama on the eve of the Republic
Duy of 1998, The extent of barbarity of the two massacres was more or less similar, except that it was the Sikh
males alone who were gunned down in Chatti Singhpora while neither women nor children, incloding an
intant, were spared at Wondhama, What a monstrosity? All this in the name of Allah, the “merciful” and the
compassionate™. I s abunduntly clear that these hired flaghearers of the Islamic faith, of the name of Allah,
these mercenaries know neither “maercy” nor “compassion”. They have only been taught to kill the Kafiry, the
mnfidels, the unbelievers and achieve the status of “ghaziz" of the “faith”, the “true faith" of Islam. And if they
die in action or reaction, they become “martyrs™ (shahieed), in the service of the “true faith”

Bloody March

So much for the Chatti Singhpors massacre. But the March of this year has been bloodier than any previ-
ous month, This year's March started with the gunning down at point-blank range, of five non-Muslim truck
drivers, Hindus of Jammu, at Wanpoh village on National Highway No. 1. Later, on the morrow of Shivaratri,
a Kashmiri Pandit couple was killed in their house in & village near Dayalgam in Anantanag district. This
apart, brutal killings by terrorists have also taken place in the Jammu division of the State

Shock Waves

The massacre at Chattr Singhpora sent shock-waves among the Sikh community, throughout the country,
in Punjab particularly. Forgetting the past, Kashmirl Samiti Delh) swung into action immediately. I, on your
behalf, condemned these merciless killings by militarized Pan-Islamic terrorists on March 21 itself and warmed
the authorities that the massacre exposed the Central/State government’s tall cluims that Kashmir situation
was under effective control, ux hollow and misleading.

A dbarna was organised by your Samiti at Jantar Mantar on March 22 to protest against these killings. This was
followed by another dharma on March 23 at the Teenmurti Chowk in coordination with the office bearers of the
Prabandhak Commistees of various Sikh Gurdwaras in Delbi. It was presided over by Shri Madan Lal Khurang,
M.P. A Memorandum was later presented o President Clinton of the USA through the US Embassy demanding
that Pakistan be declared a terrorist State,

The same evening, o letter was sent to various SGPCs in the country suggesting joint action 10 organisc
public awakening meetings throughout the country to galvanize the support of all the countrymen (or efleg-
tively countering the menace of terrorism in all its forms, unleashed by Pakistan and its IS1, in various parts of
our country. Kashmiri Samiti is expecting a positive response (o the suggestion after which a comprehensive
action plan will be evolved for the purpose,

Kashmiri Samit Delhi also filed a case in the National Human Rights Commission in order to bring the
monsteosity committed at Chatti Singhpora to its notice.  The Commission has been requested to depute a
fact-finding team 0 Kashmir to study and analyse the deteriorating situation in the Valley for its considera
tion,
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Ref.No.: KSD/44/P/2000

OPEN LETTER

To
Shri. L.K. Advani,
Hon'ble Home Minister of India,
New Delhi.

Respected Sir,

For some time in the recent past, a few official or other pronouncements and
reports have been noticed in the media which bear on the displaced Kashmiri
Pandits in particular and other KP's in general. The resettlement of the displaced
Kashmiris is of course of the primary concern. Almost the entire bulk of genuine
refugees happen to be Kshmiri Pandits. The massacre recently at Chhati-

Singhpora has, of course, added a few more over the last couple of weeks. It is,
therefore, understandable that we, the most effected Kashmiri Pandits, should feel
upset at the implications of what has been let out officially.

You, Sir, the Home Minister has repeatedly stated in Parliament only the
other day that it is not the policy of Government to resettle them outside their home
in the Valley. Needless to say that neither do we accept that proposition nor are we
sure about the basis of your scheme of things. Your pronouncement, however,
raises fundamental questions of when and how would their rehabilitation happen at
all in such a case ?

Making a policy statement of this nature by no less than the Hon.Home
Minister of India creates an atmosphere and complications which are bound
adversely to affect the very ostensible purpose of bringing about normalcy in the
strife-torn J&K State. Already, in the valley, blood letting and unbelievable torture
and cruelties on the minorities continue to be the order on an increasing scale. Can
it be any body’s argument, belief or hope that the return of the exiles will stem this
tide. On the contrary it would inflame those overwhelming elements who had
originally planned and executed the policy of eliminating the KPs who are taken as
agents of the hated “Indian Raj". We were no agents of anybody though, but
certainly we are and will ever remain the most patriotic Indians at whatever cost.
And this factis well understood by those enemy elements who will stop at nothing

Contd.......2.
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to keep us out. So whenever we return it will be at a great peril to us which we
would certainly undertake if we are sure of the Gowt. of India guaranteeing our lives
and honour and property and freedom in the short and long term.

It is not a matter of the return only of those who were forced to leave in
1989-90 onwards. It concerns as much, and certainly more, our generations to
come who would strive to live a respectable, honest and progressive life there, as
equal citizens of the state.

Secondly long before a credible Government were to move in the actual
return process, it would take immense efforts to make the necessary plans and
estimates of the diverse diréctions and costs of it all. For example, has any thought
been given to making an inventory of the lives cost, of the personal and
commercial property looted and destroyed; of the present day value of it all; of the
places or worship, damaged destroyed, deserted; of the time and resources it will
take to bring back normal conditions even of a minimum necessary standard. Or it
that we would have to go and start all over again and after a generation or two hope
to reach to some approximation of what we have been and would have been if
there was no 1989-80 calamity ?

And are we, the affected, and therefore, the Central party, only some
plaything to be put at stake and never to be taken into confidence in discussions
about our future ?

From the days of the 1940's through the half Century and more of freedom
of the country, we, the KPs, have been taken for granted at every stage in respect
of our life and rights. We may be Insignificant in numbers. But are we any the less
an equal part of the great Indian democratic, secular society ? We took our woes
sllently as a continuation of the sacrifices that the common people of India had
made in the name of freedom.

We remained silent but produced and offered alert and precious sentinels in
the service of the country all through. The silence was our part of sacrifice to help

Contd......3.
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the Kashmir imbroglio to come to an end, which had been created by the repeated
follies and bunglings by our Country's leaders and successive Govemments from
day one of Independence.

It seems that the nation’s recent history is being repeated today when
insurgents and murderers are treated as VIPs and feted in the most comfortable
places as ‘detainees’ and then freed only to indulge again in whatever they may
fancy including their infidelity to the nation.

The insurgents and double - dealers prize seems to be “Autonomy”, now
about to be handed on a platter. It means nothing to the powers-that-be that half a
million suffering patriots are helplessly wilting away.

And above all the country's constitution, of which so much is being made on
trifles, its integrity and its basic beliefs and values are being bartered in some
misbelief. We apprehend that once again those responsible for it would, eventually
fall face down but perhaps later than some harm comes the country’s way.

We address this concise open letter to you, Sir, in the fond hope and belief
that you, knowing and understanding the actualities and the ground realities more
than others, will give it a calm and serious consideration and save the country
unanticipated problems and embarrassments and incalculable permanent
damages.

Yours sincerely,

S TP W

(C.L. GADOO)
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Kashrmuiri bodies
condermn Kkillings

By A Staff Reporter

NEW DELIE Kashmiri organisations in the Capital minced no words
in condemning the Killings in Kashnirn.

The Kashmirvi Samiti, Delhi, is shocked, quoted a press release,. No
words are enough to condemn the dastardly attack by armoed Kashaonici
desperndoes on a peaceful gathering gatherving of pilgrims bound for
Amarnath cave. These fanatical hordes are sponsored by anti-India
forces across the border,

For the Samiti, ““what causes dismay and horror is the utter carcless-
noss of the state government which has been trumpetting it's so-called
security measures for the Yatea for more than two months now.” The
same is true of the cold-blooded murder of 22 agricultural lnbourers at
o village near Qazigund in south Kashmire “The barabarity of the fanat-
ics is stal clear from the way sleeping lnbourcrs were woken up and
Zunn down in front of their wives and children.”

Panun Kashmirn, a frontline group of displaced Kashmici Pandits, also
condoemneoed the “bhrutal and inhoman® killings of Aanarnath pilgeinms.
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P lea [ dedam Pﬂk : Balidan Divas

Pandits reject plan

The Times of India News Service

By A Staff Reportor

NEW DELHI Kashmir Samiti, an
organssation of displaced people

NEW DELHI: Kashmiri Pandits
have rejected an action plan ap-
proved by the Jammu and Kashmir
government on the return of the dis-
placed people, saying the migrants
could not afford to go back to the
Valley in the present circumstances
Leaders of Panun Kashmir, Kash-
miri Samiti and All-India Kashmiri
Pandit Conference on Monday re-
acted sharply to the plan recom-
mended by M L Kaul Committee,
which proposes setting up of transit
settlement camps in the Kashmir
Valley.

atemons i
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Peace niiaves of the

Government of iz,
HIC, e Deli

from the wroubled state of Jammu
and Kashmir, observed September
14 as ‘Balidan Divas’. On this day in
1989, an eminent BIP leader™s gun-
ming down is believed to be the be

ginning of militancy in the Valley

In » statement issued by Samiti
president CL Gadoo, the govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir was +
blamed for failing to provide ade
quate security to them He ex-
pressed regret at the Killings of
members of a particular community
at regular intervals by militants,

The displaced Kashmiri Pandits
expressed sorrow at the looting and
destruction of their property in the
state. “There was a complete ethnic

‘ cleansing and more than 300,000
Kashmin Pandits were forced to
leave their ancestral homes the
statement siud

The Samiti requested the Nation-
al Human Rights Commission to
lnunch a thorough probe into their
“human nghts violation”




NHRC VERDICTON TELWANI KILLINGS

The National Fluman Rights Commission
castigated the government of Jammu and Kashmir on
August 31, 2000, for not producing sufficient material
to show that there was no negligence on its part in
the killing of some Kashmiri Pandits in Telwani in the
Ananatnag district of Kashmir.

It, however, granted one last opportunity to the
Advocate-General of the state government for
producing all material to the Commission within 8
weeks to support their version in the matter.

The case had been filed by the Kashmiri Samiti,
Delhi, through its President, Shri C.I..Gadoo.

The following is the text of the verdict:

We are not satisfied with the material produced so
far by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir in
response to the notice issued in this martter. There
can be no doubt that the burden is on the State
Government to show that there was no negligence
nor any culpability attributable to any of its agencies
with respect to any of the Killings. This can be done
by producing sufficient material to shift the onus from
it since the presumption is against it by the very nature
of the incidents. The learmned Advocate—General

rightly appreciates this position and requests for grant
of one last opportunity to enable production of all
available material to support the government's version
that none of its agencies or its men can be held liable
for any of the killings.

This matter relates to the killing of some Kashmiri
Pandits in Telwani and subsequent action of State
agencies resulting in the killing of four persons alleged
to be militants. It need hardly be added that it is
incumbent on the government to show by production
of credible material that the deceased were either
militants with criminal background or were Kkilled by
militants for which the State cannot be held liable. In
view of the plea taken by the Government of Jammu
and Kashmir, it would also the necessary to show
some rational nexus between those Kkilled
subsequently and the earlier killing of the civilians in
Telwani.

At the request of the learned Advocate-General,
eight week's further time as a last chance is given for
production of all the available relevant records to
support the version of the government that it cannot
be held liable for any of the Killings. Q

September 2000
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Pandits question ceasefire offer

HT Correspondent :
New Delhi, December 25

EXPRESSING SERIOUS doubts
over the success of the Centre's
peace initiatives on Jammu and
Kashmir, the displaced Kashmiri
Pandit community feels that this
unilateral act would instead
strengthen the seccessionist ele-
ments while demoralising those
who have been resisting terrorism.

Talking to media-persons here
today, at the end of the two-day
conference of the community, its
leaders questioned the validity of
the ceasefire offer which to date

had been reciprocated only by two
out of the 18 main terrorist outfits
operating in the Valley. The con-
ference discussed the future course
of action if the government
ignored the minority and ethnic
groups of the troubled State while
initiating a peace process.

A resolution adopted by the rep-
resentatives of seven organisations
of Kashmiri Pandits who attended
the conference, stated: "The five-
lakh strong minority community of
Kashmir will not remain silent if it
was kept out of any peace process
as they are the main victims of the
decade-long militance. We would

do everything possible to put the
Kashmir scenario in & proper per-
spective before the country”,

The other organisations which
took part in the conference were
the All India Kashmiri Pandit
Conference, All State Kashmiri
Pandit Conference, All India
Kashmiri Samaj, Kashmiri Pandit
Sabha (Jammu), Chandigarh-
based Kashmiri Sahayak Sabha
and Banglore-based Kashmiri
Visthapit Seva Samiti.

Kashmiri Samiti chief C L Gadoo
alleged that the government was
"bowing before the wishes and fan-
cies" of the separatists.
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Govts flayved for
treating J&K on
religious lines

By A Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: The two-day con-
clave of Kashmini Pundits beld in
Dethi on Monday flaved successive
Indian governments that have ai-
legedly seen Kashmir as a problem
of Muslim majority identity and
overiooked the phight of Hindo mi
nority in the state

The conclave, organised by the
Kashmin Samiti, Delhu. and which
began on Sunday, emphasised the
necessuy 1o review the Kashmir
problem. It reiterated the stand of
Hindu pundits of Kashmir that the
claims laid by Pakistan on the J&K
on the basis of its large Muslim
population were histonically unten
able. The conclave also alleged that
the policy of the Indian govern-
ment 10 deal with JEK as a Mus-
tim-dominated state and in isola-
tion with the rest of India has led to
the consolidation of the Muslim
separatism in the state

g
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Kashmiri Pandits
hold two-day meet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELMI, DECEMBER 27

A TWO-day mecting argan.
imad by the Kashoirl Samitt wis
held at the Kashmir n on
Docembor 24 and 25, During the
meet Kashmir! Pundits spoke
whout the oscalation of violence in
the stata and the future of the
Hinda community of Kashmir,
which huw been living in exile for
the Last 11 years,

The meating was attonded ty
represcotatives of the regional
Kashmint Findu organimations ws
well as the Kashmird Minda Or-
mmhnlkn:: abroad. Durin, ﬂh‘t“e

L It was em ]
m*- clabm over the seate is
historionlly untenable because the
Fartition was confined 1o the Mus-
nm::rm reions of Beitish In.
Jin the Princely states (includ-

Jarmvmu and Kashmir ) wero not
withiin i 3

The I 0 ROVernment was

fow interna

blumed tonaliung the
Kashmir sue through dcu!m

i
' 35 ﬂ; iggiz

with the statc as n Muslitm mupor-
Ity one in isolation from the rest of
the country.

This. the Kastunirt Pandfis be-
Heve, his led to the consolidation
of the Muslim -c!unuu and se-
Ceasionist forces in the state and
has allowed Pakistani as well an
other foreign players 1o intervene
in Kashmur.

During the mcelmtclhe rep-
resentatives warned Indinn
povernment that bath the “inde-
pendence” of Jammu und Kashy.
ITUE OF s Cossathon 1o Makistog will
“lead 10 a second partition of In-
dia™. They niso their
foars of the Indian poace initia-
tves leading 1o further consolida-
thon of the Mustinm secessbonist
forces in the state.

They highlightod that out of 18
active militant regimes oporat
in the state only two had
the coanefire.

The Kashmiri Pandits ox. |

Prossed their concorms over the
prowch and sttitude of the lmﬂ‘:n
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‘Give Kashmiri
Hindus their due’

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI. JAN. 20. The Bharatiya
Janata Party national vice-presi-
dent, Mr. Madan Lal Khurana, to-
day suggested that Kashmiri
Hindus be nominated to Parlia-
ment and the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly in order to ensure
their proper representation in the
national mainstream.

Speaking at a symposium on
“Future of Kashmiri Hindus"', or-
ganised by the Kashmir Samiti to
mark the “Twelfth Holocaust
Day" commemorating the mass
exodus of Kashmiri Hindus from
the Valley, Mr. Khurana said any
peace initiative to solve the Kash-
mir problem without involving
the Kashmiri Hindus would be
meaningless.

"It should be a pre-condition.
Militants and separatist forces
showld be told that before any
talks, Kashmiri Hindus who have
been living as refugees should be
sent back to their homes,'" he
sald, adding that situation could
be termed as normal only when
these displaced people return.
Mr. Khurana asked the Centre
and the Delhi Government to ad-
dress the grievances of Kashmirl
refugees on priority.

Speaking on the occasion, de-
fence analyst, Mr. Brahma Chella-
ney, underlined the need for
organisation of Kashmiri Hindus
as a political force in the Indian
landscape.

“Be an organised force having
an impact on political arena, then
only you can influence public
opinion,” he exhorted. Put pres-
sure on all political parties to

“trol.

jointly come forward to take up
their case, he added. Stating that
the central defining factor of In-
dia's history has been Kashmir,
Dr. Chellaney lamented that “we
have always been diplomatically
defensive’.

Remarking that with his peace
initiatives, the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, was on
a path of elusive peace, he said
such initiatives work only when
ground situation was under con-
“"Peace will come only
through political will and clear
objectives. Our policy on Kashmir
is driven by sentiments and not
by harsh reality.”

Dr. Chellaney said India and
Pakistan were at "'mortal com-
bat” in which only one party sur-
vives, “Even if we give Kashmir to
Pakistan on a platter, it will not
change its prime motive — Bal-
kanisation of India."”

The Kashmir Samiti president,
Mr. C.L.Gadoo, said the Union
Government should realise that it
cannot use the Kashmiri Hindus
as cannon fodder for its experi-
ment and appeasement. He de-
manded that before the Centre
opens peace negotiations, it must
first talk to the Hindus of Kash-
mir.
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J&K leaders appeal to Govt

The Times of India Nows Service

NEW DELHI: A Coordination Commitsee comprising leaders and
intellectuals of Jammu ued Kashmir hus appealed to yermment
t include gentine represéntatives from ull theee parts af the state in
the proposed peace Laks
It & meeting held an We
to send its deleg

Clentr.e‘ urged to involve leaders of
all political parties in talks

NEW DELHI, fan 3. president Kashmir Simiti, Dr Shak
~—————————————___ Bhan, Hasan Comman '
M:i:sreseptmvcl of various Bhan, Prof Bhim Smg:“n‘n’:i‘vs:
s phmgmdmoﬂmu Jalali, besides Altaf Ahmed Mll;)od
ashmir  have urged the Secretary to the Hurryat chief
tlntbree n‘::':’m:;l:; lcldm.of all  Theydecided 10 send as delecatic
ok ¢ state in the 10 the Pakistan occupied Kashmir fo
achieve”
the Kashmir

v the Cootdinstion Committee re-

‘ have bees wiffering under the authoritan:
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|
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ot 1osust castare that

1 be nssocited with the talks”™ “Prime
enune representatryes for the U \
snatve resotution of all the wsues mctading that of
ion of the state.” the Committee resolved. Some of
the pramenent participants KTetary charmun of the All
Party Hurrivat Conference Altaf Ahmod Mausoodi

early te

Multi Sobd Sapeed. Jed 10, heated
endtunge i Mcihoah Sueed accamg
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Farooq optimistic

about Indo-Pak talks

The Times of Indla News Service

NEW DELHI hatrsrvu and Kashawir chiief menater bduliah
. et Faroog A
:'n optimistic shout the possibility of talks soon M:«qn Indis .ﬁ?’s?
x‘;b[‘mmkdthc latter controlled mercenanies on they sde
nest step o the ntiative
countries” 10 resobve m:':r;? S § "wwm \:’dh\w':’

AU AND Kb Chief Mo
Fascey Abdullsh todny exgecwed optl
aiim 8 i early of talks wih
Pabisean o o s, incading

ant
The debute win tiggered by s query |
whather she apeoned selewse of |
T
(Rahatay] sade retoen. Whele disagrniming
e ouap, the J K PP leader, bowrver |
z poediol the rekeaic i the light of the then
Wl Fuoqs Ouerments e 1ot lict ’

10 litants m\:k
Proweked, De Abdullah s the |

Rashatt

‘W hane 1) wat and e e Pkt
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hi army and abo in bis countey.' Dr

g 4t the Foreign Correspondents Club of South Asis bere on Fridey
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s ";' mtalmxrun; n I:c'!‘mdmu cloctions that they
- i people of Kashmar o like building i ot
Comurg dawn heavily on the criticsm from forme |
| ‘ t home munister Mufti
;M Sayeal’s J.?m« Mehboobs Mufts (who was abo ane of the
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o crore, i an adeditional barden of Rs 10 crore due 10 implemen.
hon of the Bth Pay Commussion.” “The situsation & of toduy i that the
::f‘;!:‘ n ';:xl‘\‘r li)b 00 erore, bessdes the collection of power tandf has in-
» R 300 crore froe Rs 48 crore. The tux ¢ b
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I weaned KPs away from Congress to the BJP— Chaman Lal Gadoo

His soft-spoken and mild mannered na-
ture cannot but charm you. Yet behind this
soft exterior lies a shrewd mind. A rare com-
bination, indeed. It is perhaps this personal
attribute of Shri Chaman Lal Gadoo which
helped him sail through the rough and tumble
of community politics during its most turbu-
lent phase of 90s, when he was at the helm of
KSD affairs. * The itch of an activist and con-
cern for community drew me towards the com-
munity politics, though at the cost of my busi-
ness and family life."

Claiming a technical edu-
cational background, yet poli-
tics remains his full-time call-
ing today. He recently took over,
a second time, as President Delhi
BJP Kashmir Cell. Starting out
with trade union activism in early
seventies, Shri Gadoo seems to
have made an easy ideological
switchover from Left to Right,
‘My politics is my survival, my
survival my politics, ' leaps Shri
Gadoo to his defence.

Shri Gadoo, who is cred-
ited with a long stint as President of Kash-
mir Samiti Delhi at a critical time when it be-
came the hub of all social and political
activites, is often blamed for leaving a legacy
of a vitiated work atmosphere and a bad
work culture in Samiti. He is also accused of
playing the divisive politics by floating J&K
Sangam more aimed at undermining the sig-
nificance of KSD. Given below are some ex-
cerpts of an interview with Koshur Samach-
ar'’s Alka Lahori Handoo.

KS: With a trade union background, how
could you make a canvenient switchover to
Right-wing politics ?

CLG: In very strange circumstances. As
first secretary of AITUC I would organize
bandhs etc. But migration changed it all. As
displaced community we became politically

Only by
joining
manstream
politics
can KPs
become a
politically
viable
force

Koshur Samachar

Q& A

26

orphaned. As an activist of the leftist lean-
ing my first instinct was to go to my parent
organization for political patronage. I even
went to the Congress, but their response
varied from outright rejection to royal snub.
So as a last resort we went to the BJP who
more than welcomed us into their political
fold.We needed a party which could espouse
our cause, and BJP did more than that. |
remember in one of the demonstrations,
BJP MPs outnumbered the community
members.

KS: But in introspection many
community leaders today feel that
it was not a wise decision as a
community to have allied with
BJP and closed our political op-
tions?

CLG: The community owes
its existence outside the val-
ley to BJP. The party gave us
both moral and material sup-
port. Kedarnath Sahni, Madan
Lal Khurana, L. K.Advani vis-
ited many camps personally.
And if we had kept our options
open we would have ended up as a rolling
stone which gathers no moss and lost our
political edge and credibility. And as the vic-
tims of Muslim fundamentalism we had to
be doubly sure of our existence. And yes, I
claim the credit of weaning KPs away from
their traditional party,Congress and flock-
ing enmass to BJP fold.

KS: Fingers are pointed at you that dur-
ing your Presideniship you turned KSD into
a veritable branchaf BJF, how would you re-
act to that ?

CLG: That was the necessity of the time.
The party was in power in Delhi and Madan
‘Lal Khurana its Chief Minister.We got
nearly 754 Teh Bazaris sanctioned by him,
254 teachers were absorbed in Delhi Ad-
ministration and another 100 in MCD run

»
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schools. They helped us in cash relief as well.
In fact, what ever help has come to migrants
so far, it came during that period only.It was
during that period that the Chief minister’s
of BJP-ruled states met in Delhi and gave
us a pledge that they will give our wards
admissions in their schools and colleges.
Even the J&K Sangam, which | ran for a
brief period when out of Samiti politics and
stands disbanded today, was an off-shoot of
the BJP.

KS: what exactly went wrong with your
much publicised plans of turning Kashmir
Bhavan into a commercial cenre ?

CLG: Yes, | had envisaged a grand plan
for the KB.I wanted to rebuild the struc-
ture and start a professional college for com-
munity children in it.but unfortunately, the
formalities were not completed within
time.It entailed hectic and cumbersome
paper work where Samiti was still registered
as Kashmiri Sahitva Samiti. The change of
land use had to be done.And by the time
that came through, my term in KSD was
over.

KS: Coming to more specifics, there is a
general feeling among Kashmiri Pandits that
BJP let them down and did nothing concrete
for them?

CLG: I do not agree with this viewpoint
because BJP is not the government, it is
only a major factor in the NDA dispensa-
tion. Even within those constraints the party
has done a lot for the community.

KS: Many reckon that you harbour the
ambition of becoming an MLA?

CLG: What is so big deal about becom-
ing an MLA. I would have been an MLA
long time back had [ wished so. But I am
more comfortable doing the service to the
community.What I really feel today is that
as community we do not constitute a vote
bank, we should be more involved with poli-
tics and make ourselves politically a viable
force.

KS: How do you analyse the defeat of BJP
even in Jammu, its traditional stranglehold ?

Koshur Samachar

CLG: Yes, it has been a cause of great
concern for us in the party and we are iry-
ing to analyse the factors responsible for it.
In fact an introspection within the party is
going on.l have just been from Jammu in
that context.

KS:What does the party offer to KPs in fu-
ture?

CLG:I am there to watch the interests of
my community and will see to it that they
rise to the occasion when called upon. As a
matter of fact, its Kashmir Cell is a step to-
wards that direction. Now we as a commu-
nity also have to reassess our programmes
and priorities as a lot of water has flown
down the bridge since 1990 when we came
as migrants. We should rise above indi-
vidual interests and care more about com-
munity welfare.

KS: The general perception among KPs is
that BJP is no different from Congress?

CLG: Fault does not lie with the party but
with our political system.But still BJP is the
party with a difference.Congress represents
a rotten culture, beset with scams and scan-
dals.

KS: What about these contractual teach-
ers which is most humiliating ?

CLG: It is very unfortunate that the
teachers continue to be on contract. How-
ever, BJP is poised to come back to power
in Delhi, and I will see to it that their prob-
lems are mitigated.

KS: Looking back, what do you think have
been the high points and achievements of KSD
under your stewardship?

CLG:I vividly remember the migration
phase when Kashmir Bhavan came alive
with a changed profile.It turned into a huge
migrant camp and hectic activity that ensued
to relocate the migrants in various commu-
nity centers.We were able to set-up 14
camps across the city.The relief work, com-
munity kitchen and negotiations with the
government on all aspects of the relief work
.And then setting up the political agenda
for displaced community.
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Khurana for war agai;l;t Pak.

By Our Siaff Reporter

NEW DELMI, MARCH 28. Hundreds
of BIP workers from Dethi dem -
onstrated and courted arrest
noar the Pakistan Embassy here
today In protest against Mon-
day's massacre of Kashmind
Pandits in the Valley, Raising
anti-Pakistan ne. they de-
manded launch of a war against
the neighbouring country for
nbettl terrorism.

Led the Delhi BIP chief,
Madan Lal Khuarana. and ac-
companied several
MPs, MLAs, Councillors and se-
nior party leaders, they burnt an
effigy of the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, and tried to
break the police cordon and
march towards the Pakistan
High Commission where they
courted arrests.

Addressing the protesters,
Mr. Khurana appealed to the
BIF- lod NDA Government o
launch a war against Pakistan
which was the only way to end
terrorism in Jammu and Kash-
mir. It was a well-established
fact that Pakistan was training
terrarists In its camps for o dec-

-

persuade Pakistan had failed. so
now the Government should
break the restraint being ob-
served t Pakistan and
w-g.un I out war, he added.

attack on  Parliament,
Akshardham and  Raghunath

pardoned. and It the. Govern

the terror tactics would contin-
ve to harm us, he said, allegin
that the State Government's so
policy on terrorism was respon-
sible for the recent killings of in- |
nocent p«»mc. The State Chief |
Minister, uftl  Mohammad |

Sayeed, should either act nrml ’

ment continued with the policy, (
!
!

against them or quit. he
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BIP J& K Cell presents
memorandum to PM

KG CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, The Bhartiya Janata
Party. Delhi Pradesh, J and K Cell presented
a Memorandum 1o Prime Minister Mr Alal
behari Vajpayee highlighting some imme-
diate steps neaede for the relief and reha-
bilitation of Kashmiri Displaced Hindu com-
munity.

In the Memorandum the J and K
Cell has raised many important issues con-
fronting the community needing Immedi-
ate Govarnment attention including better
hygenic conditions in refugee camps In
Delhi and Jammu, medical facilities, treat-
ment of boys and girls suffering from serios
diseases, financial loans 1o uprooted busi-
nessmen besides education and |ob
oppurtunities 1o the un-educated youth.

The BJP J and K Cell laments that
their issues are pending with the Ceniral
Government for the last many years and
blamed the leaders for lalling 10 solve the
displaced communities problems.

e Cell has criticised the Central
Government for irating the Kashmiri dis-
placed Hindu community as second class
citizens. The Memorandum adds that for

Gujarat Victims the Goverment acted im--

mediately and sanctioned thousands of
crores of Rupees for relief and rehabilita-
tHon schemes but for kashmirl Hindus the
decesion is still awaited.

The memorandum is signed by
Messers CL. Gadoo President, N.N. Zijoo,
ML Malla, Sansar Singh Kotwal and PK.
Raina Vice-Presidents ) S K Kaul-General
Secretary, M K Kaul and Shiv Kumar Bhat |
Secretaries | and its coples brmitted to all
Cabinel Ministers and senior BIP leaders.

The Jommu and Kashmir BJP Cell
has submitted the following demands 1o
the PM for immediotle orders: ’

1. Till we return back, sanclion Iwo
room housing faciliies In Delhi, Jammu,
Faridabad, Nolda, Gurgoan eic for dis-
placed families

2 Provide loan/ finance tacilitios {
without inferest ) recoverable in 15 years for
"he people who want 1o re-establish their
business and other units.

3. Free education both technical
and non-technical for the wards of dis-
placed families, Education loans for higher
studies [ interest! free ) recoverable in 15
years and waivear of interest for those who
have maorigaged every thing for the higher
higher education of their wards.

4. Reservation of seatls In all
streams Iin medical and technical college
throughout the country for the displaced
community.

5. Grant refugee siatus in favour
of Kashmirl displaced families

families not registered after 1992 although
having left the valley be registerd directly
by MHA and relief etc. be sanctioned in their
favour

7. an Ex-gratia relief of Rs 5 lakhs
to all displaced Kashmirl families for the
marriage of girls and boys, education of
children widowed/Mandicapped and
destitutes and fire sufferers

8. Fix Quota for Kashmiri displaced
families In jobs and an employment drive
for displaced Kashmirl families in central
state government! establishments/Banks/
undertakings/Corporations and MNC's
may be ordered.

9. Teh- Bozari Shops be given per-
manent shops In and around markels
prasently existing in Delhi and a loan of Rs.
Five lakhs be sanctioned In their favour for
establishing their business.

10. Distress sales of land and
houses be declared null andwvoid by an or-
dinance of president of India.

11. Forcible occupation of houses
and holy Shrines by the maijority commu-
nity be restored back to Kashmirl displaced
families and shrines boards/ commitiees.

12. Registration/ idenlity cards be
Issued directly by the ministry of Home af-
fairs by opening counters at Jammu, Delhi
and Lucknow. These cards should be Is-
sued to all Kashmirl displaced families who
have left the valley In 1931, 1947, 1962, 1965,
1971, 1986 and finally in 1990 (Tolaling ap-
proximately 20 lakh Hindus living in valley
who had to migrate at differant limes be-
cause of wars and riots in the valley) These
card-holders be treated as permanent
siote-subjects of Kashmir Valley.

13 Promotion/time bound promo-
tion/ rent allowances 1o displaced Kashrmirn
employees In state Govl and public sector

undertaking be allowed in post migration
period as Is where Is basis

14 Kashmin Pandiis have no rap
rasentation in the Parliament We demand
fwo representalives each in Rajya Sabho
and Jammu & K ashrmir legislative counsil
and five seats be declared constituencies
in excile for Kashmiri displaced persons in
Jammu & K ashmir assembly so that our
problems can be highlighted effectively by
our represaniatives

15 Relief Commissioner and staff
be posted directly by MHA in Jammu o
Delhi and distribution of retiet/rehabitation /s
loans etc. 1o Kashmiri displaced families be
brought under their control as has beern
done in case of Gujaral victims, This will
save us from delays and dependence on
State Govt. directives which are someltimes
blased.

16 50% concessional licke




BIP &K Cell observes
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Mr C L Gadoo, Prasident, BIP, 18K Cell, Pt amar Nath Vashnavl, President ASKPYS
and Mr Vijay Kumar Malhotra MIP addressing the gathering at Balidan Diwas

KOG CORRESPONDENT

Now Dalhi | The Bharatiya Janata
Party, J & K Caell, Daelhil Pradesh aorganisecd
g meatling 1o observe "BALIDAN DIVAS® in
amory of Martyers whao laid theair lives in
armmu & Kashmir since 1989 The .day
concidaes with thhe Martyrdaom of sanior BJe
Vice Prasident () & K State) Late Mr Tika Lal
Taploo who was gunned down by terror-

ints 0 Srinagar on 14th Seplember, 1989
In view of “Parivartan Yatra®™ in
Delhl Mr Madan Lal Khurana and other
party functionaries could not attend the
function and Instead central leadership of
BIP deputed Prof. Vijay Kumar Malhotra,

M 2 (IChial Spokaesman - BJP Parliamentary

Party) 1o pay homage fo Martyeaer's

Speoaking to Jam-packed audi-
once iInspite of heavy downpour, Praf
Malhotra sald thiatl Thhe way Pakistant spon-
sored tacrorists hove killed thousands of
Hindus in Kashmie by in-human torure ois-
figuring their bodies are un-heaved of In
the annuals of waorld civilisation Praf
Malhotra promined that nobody will posly
Kashmir Pandits back 1o valley 1l narmael
paace will not return in Kashmin andg then
BIP (s gquite aware of the problems Beltg
faced by the Kashmirl Pandits and various
steps are being taken 10 solve them. He
axposed the sedeo saeculor nalure ol
Congrass and laft parties for not denounc-
Ing the fTundamentalist and secessionis!
Muslim organisations oparating in valley
who are responsible for the exodus of 4-
lakh Kashmin Pandits and instead made
hue and cry In Parliament when a single
Muslim family of Gujarat migrated to Weast
Bangal,

introducing Prol. Malhotra, Pres-
dent (BIP 18K Call), Delhil Pradesh, Mr C\
Gadoo gave detalls of how some BIP laad-
ers ke Shri K. N . Sahani, Madan Lal
Khurana and Prof. Malhotra helped the
community since 1990 on Fducation Em-
ploymant and Rellel Fronts. The party anol-
idly stood baehind the community and are
apprisad of some immediate stops neadod

munity and that the parly has racom-
mended to the Caentral Governrmeant 1o pre-
pare o Special Package for Kashmic Pan-
dits covering Housing, Employment, Edu-
cation, Loan Facilities and Heaealth) Care atc
BIP U & K Coll, Dalhil) have on war tooling
taken theso problams with PAMMO and MEA
and recently a high level maeasting was con-
vaned by 1op officials of Home Ministry 1o
discuss in detall the various steps noaded
10 be takan (or the battarmeaent of the corm-
munity and a detalled Mamorandum soub -
mittad by BIF ) & K Call 1o Hon'ble Prime
Minister ond Honble Dy Prime Minister
was discussed in length in the valley lasted
for two and a hall hours

Paying tributes 10 the Martyer's: Mr
AN Valshnavi, Sanior leader of Kashmiri
Pandits and President (ASKPYS) daealt in
langth the problems facad by the cormmu -
Mty In Jammu, particularly in camps  He
was critical of 1 & K Governmaents apathy
towards o shrairl Pandits. My Vaishnavi
promised that the sacrifices made by our
community imambers should nol go wasie
and that waer must unitedly seo thatl our so-

Cclal cuhural and pelitical value should not
@rrocie ol this tmae of graat crisis.

Ohers who paid their gloring i
utes 1o the Martyer's weare Maessers 5.5,
Kotwal of (IDoda Vichar Manch) Sh ML
Malla of (BJFP ) & K Call), Or. Romesh Raina
(Ganeral Secratary, Kashmir Samitl, Delhi),
Sh Shiban Dudha of AIKS), Sh ML Wall
(President, KPWA, Rohinl), Sh. Shiban
Ambardar, Advocate, General Secrelary
(. P Migrant Wellare Association, Nolda)l,
Sh Ashiosh Taploo (Son of late Mr Tika Lal
Taploo), Dr Utpal Koul (Senior J & K RSS
Leader), Sh M L. Labroo (Former Prasicdent
Dilshad Garden, KPWA), Sh Plary Lal
Mattoo (Presidaent, Kashmirl Samiti,
shalimar Garden) and Shrl TN Guroo (Sec-
retary, Kashmirl Samitl, Delhi).

Wraaths were lald on the photo-
graphs of Late Mr Tika Lal Taploo, Mr Prem
Nath Bhaoat and victims of WANDHAMA
massacre by the leaders and also by Mr

SYRTe AA e SISINNTS sl A



&um NEW

FROM THE CAPITAL
BJP Kashmir Cell Approaches PAL

The J & K Cell of the Delhi Praudesh, Bharativa
Janata Party submitted a memorandum to the
Prime Minister, on June 21 last, suggesting to him
that till the Kashmin migrants are able to retumn to
the Valley. they should be provided with two-room
housing facilities. The Cell has also asked for loans.
or financial facilities, without interest, recoverable
in 15 years, to migrants who want 10 re-start busi
nesses. The memorandum further seeks free edu-
cation, technical and non-technical, for the wards
of the displaced families and educational loans for
higher studies. which should be interest-free. The
Cell demanded reservation of seats in all streams
of medical and technical colleges, throughout the
country, for the displaced community

The signatonies to the memorandum arc the
President of the Cell, Shri C. L, Gadoo, its Vice-
Presidents Shii M. L. Malla, Shri N. N. Zijoo. Shn
Sansar Singh Kotwal and Shri P. K. Raina, its Gen-
eral Secretary, Shri S. K Koul and Secretaries Shri
M. K. Kaul and Shni Shiv Kumar Bhatt

FROM THE CAPITAL
BJP Kashmir Cell Approaches P.M.

The ] & K Cell of the Delhi Pradesh, Bharativa
Janata Party submitted a memorandum to the
Prime Minister, on June 21 last, suggesting to him
that till the Kashmiri migrants are able 1o return to
the Valley, they should be provided with two-room
housing facilities, The Cell has also asked for loans,
or financial facilities, without interest, recoverable
in 15 years, to migrants who want o re-start busi-
nesses, The memorandum further seeks free edu-
cation, technical and non-technical, for the wiards
of the displaced families and educational loans for
higher studies, which should be interest-free. The
Cell demanded reservation of seats in all streams
of medical and technical colleges, throughout the
country, for the displaced comrmunity.

The signatories to the memorandum are the
President of the Cell, Shri C, L, Gudoo, its Vice-
Presidents Shri M. L. Malla, Shri N. N. Zijoo, Shri
Sansar Singh Kotwal and Shri P. K. Raing, its Gen-
eral Secretary, Shri S. K. Koul and Secretaries Shri
M. K. Kaul and Shri Shiv Kumar Bhatt,




Interface / Interaction with BJP leadership

BJP J&K Cell Delhi Pradesh

organized an interface/interaction with
Central and State leadership of BIP in
view of the forthcoming Lok Sabha
elections in the afternoon of 31st Jan.
2004 at BJP Delhi State office, 14 Pt
Pant Marg, New Dethi.
The galaxy of KP leadershup present
included Sh. A N Vaishnavi, Sh. C L
Gadoo, Sh. D N Munshi, Sh. Shiban
Duda and others. BJP Central
leadership was represented by Dr.
Harshvardhan and Sh. Jagdish Mulkhi,
Other invitees including Sh. Jagmohan
could not make it because of the sad
demise of Sh. Jagmohan’s brother
whose Kriya coincided with the
meeting

The meeting started with Sh.
Gadoo emphasizing upon the need to
reach a consensus in having a dislogue
whenever held He invited Sh. Saraf,
advocate, to express his views who
criticized the healing touch policy of
Mufti Sayeed After him Sh. Shiban
Duda of AIKS took over and referred
to successive election manifestoes of
BJP (1998) and NDA (1999) wherein,
he stated, that Kashmini Pandit was
ignored completely. There was no
mention of any relief or rehabilitation
measures for a displaced KP. Sh. Duda
asked Sh. Gadoo to take up this point
with the central leadership of BIP so
that the accountability regarding the
promuses made can be fixed at a later
stage. He also declared, to the irk of
Sh. Jagdish Mukhi, that KPs did not
get anything more from BJP than what
we did not get from Congress either.
He also criticized Mufti Govt. over the
forced orders issued to J&K Govt. KP
employees asking them to report for
duties in the trouble-tom valley.

Sh. D N Munshi agreed with
the views expressed by Sh. Duda and
Sh. Saraf and asked KPs to be prepared
for sacrifices. At this stage Dr.
Harsgvardhan arrived to give company
to Sh. Jagdish Mukhi. A two-minute
silence was observed on account of Sh.

on 31st Jan.2004
ssee:BY Surinder Razdan

thanked Dr. Harshvardhan for the
appointment of KP teachers and Sh.
Mukhi for all the help rendered. Hr
referred to BJP conclave held in Apal
03 wherein Mr. Venkaiah Naidu had
sssured various concessions and sops
for KPs. He aiso talked about the “feel
good” factor and assured the central
leadership of all the help in
campaigning like we had been doing
m the past. M Gadoo wondered how
the begmning of peace talks held
between Sh. L K Advani and Hurriyat
leadership transformed into complete
peace the very next day and the
displaced KP employees were handed
over marching orders. He also assailed
the Govt. for repealing the orders for

Sh L K Advami as that of KPs m talks
with Hurriyat/Pakistan He said that
BIJP is most honest about Kashmir,
appreciated the role of Sh. C L Gadoo
m highlighting the plight of KPs. He
added that Sh. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee's sacrifices will not go
waste. With all humility he downplayed
the appointment of teachers as no
gratitude to the community and said
that the top leadership is not unaware
of our miseries. He also mentioned
about the unflinching support our
community has been getting over the
years from Sh. K N Sahni which was
responded by an applause as an
affirmation. He ended his speech by
referring to the various forecasts made
either by astrologers or those who carry
opinion polis who have painted a very
bright future for the country, of course
with BJP at the helm of affairs.

Sh. Jagdish Mukhi said that
earlier on KP community opposed the

repealment of Article 370 and now he
was surprised when he heard Sh. Duda
saymg that KPs did not get anything
more from BJP than they did not get
from Congyress either. He also referred
to Sh. Kedar Nath Sahni's role in
getting succour for the displaced
community and counted on the welfare ,
measures undertaken by the then BJP
State govt. including appointments
which, otherwise, it was not
empowered to do. He said that his
feelings had got hurt to which the
community members responded by
saying that all present did not agree
with what had been said earlier on. He
also praised the role of Sh. C L Gadoo
m highlighting the problems of KPs.
Sh. Mukhi said that it was not for vote-
bani politics that a Kashmir Cell was
created as, to be frank, no such KP
‘vote-bank exists. It was created only
because the party realizes that the KP
community has seen many a mishaps
and musfortunes. At the end he also
painted a bright future for the country

and made a reference to the “feel good™

factor. When he ended his speech, he
was corrected that not all KPs opposed
abrogation of Article 370 as people like
Sh. Makhan Lal Harkar and others had
started Kashmir Agitation against the
special status, Regarding his remark
that almost all KPs were Congress
supporters prior to migration, one
member pointed out that like Sh.
Jagmohan, who once was a congress
loyalist but now a staunch BJP
supporter, all the Pandits were avowed
BJP cadres.

At the end, Sh. A N
Vaishnavi, a contemporary of Sh. A
B Vajpayee, thanked the party
leadership and sought a clear
mandate for BJP. He attacked
pseudo-secularism policy of other
parties. He expressed his reservations
against the forced sending of
employees and said that we will
gauge the situation and return when
the atmosphere is conducive.
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Return plan runs into rough weather

From B 1. Kak

NEW DELHI, June 14 The Jam-
mw and Kashenir Government has trig-
gored anger and aversion from o mujor-
ity of Kashmie Pandit groups and or-
ganisutions following the official wik
of "a beginning of process” with regaed
to the return to the Kashmir valley of
the displaced Kashmin Pandits. The
tulk, In fact, gained currency with the
recent visit of the Chief Minister, Mufli
Mohammed Sayeed, to Mattan In south
Kashmir, and his inteeaction with
group of the minority community in
support of the Hindu migramts” return
1o the township,

These groups and organisations in
Jammu und Kaghmir and in Dethi may
differ with one another on several is-
sues, but they seem o be united on one
thing---that is, not to allow any Kash-
miri Pandit migrant 1o retarn 1o the

the Jammu and Kashmir cell ot the BJP
headquarters in the Union capétal,

Gadon told the EXCELSIOR that
in absence of o proper dialogue with
KP reprosentatives on the “vitl” issue
concerning their future, the question
of "our return 1o the Valley in the giv.
en situation just does not anse”

HN Jatiu, president of All India
Kashmini Pandit Conference (AIKPC),
appeares] highly bitter while reacting
10 the talk of the ongoing effort to
bring about the returs o Mattan own-
ship of over two dozen migrunt Hindu
families, 10 begin with, "Time is not
ripe for the KPY' return to the Valley”,
be said and cationed: Discretion i bet-
fer part of the vabour,

Jotaus, {n fact ruled out the possibils
ity of the retum of KPy in large num-
bers “at n time wheo neither the gun
culture has boen totally terminated noe
has the security scenario in Valley been
rid of threats ond challenges from the

. enemy of secularism”. He questioned
. the State Government's intestions as

be made 4 pointed reference w the b

. wence of confidence-building measures

ment 1o dictate terms and conditions
1o them”, asserted CL Giadoo, head of

(CBMs) ut the official and political kev.
¢l foe the "depressed and deprived” imass-

Taadia Pale ale ac V3 Ll L0ea

ey of KPy,

Juttu, observed : "Any talk of the
KPy' return 1o the Valley will beas fruit
oaly after the settiement of the Kash-
mir essue in accardance with the wishes
of Kashmirl Pandits. KPx will have 1o
be involved in any dialogue on ham-
mering out a durable solution to the
Kashanir problem”, Whea asked for his
views on the Mufti Government's plan
1o ro-settle the displaced KPs in the
two specific sectors of the Valley, Jatty
threw up 1w questions: Does Mufti
Sayeed want KPs o five in the Valley
with begglng bowls in their hanids? Af-
ter having ignored KPy all these years
particulorly In the field of recruitment
1o Government services, does the J&K
administration want (he desplaced com-
munity 1o get placed on the dobris of
doubts 7

Equully bitter Is Shiban Dudba, po-
litical advisor of All Indin Kashmin
Sama) (AIKS), on the move und mo-
tive of the Mufu Goveenment in rela
tion 10 the return of the KP migrants
to the Valley. He made a pointed ref-
erence 1o what e termed is “languish-
ing KPy" in various dwellings in Srina-
gar and sk that the Government's plan

c——p—e

1o bring about the migrunts” returm 1o
the Valley would prove counter pro-
ductive if two basic requirements were
not taken cogaizance of---one, the
will of the Kashmiri Pandits, and, two,
u dinkogue with the affected population
of KPs well befare paving the way o
thetr retum jowrney 10 the Valley.

All India Kashmin Sans), Shiban
Dudha pointed out, had already opposed
the plan of rehabilitutiog the KP mi-
grants in Sheikhpora and Mattan areas
of Kashmir, The Srinagar-based Hindu
Welfare Society of Kashmir, o constit-
uent of the AIKS, Dudha said, had, on
more than one occasion, rejected the
Government's return formuta, Coergs
ing or undue favours will not pay, as, to
quate Shiban Dudhn, the averape Kash.
it Pandit s to be fully ensured that
“a suitable envivonment” has been cre-
ated by the nuthorities for the KPY' ro-
turn and rehabilitation,

And even a5 the Union Home
Ministry's official stond i in favour
of the J&K Government's ‘return
module', the plan of bringing about
the KPs' return Lo the Valley has run
Imo rough weather, ot least for the
Lime being.




We should oppose the demand for
autonomy to J&K as it will go half way
to substantiate Pakistan’s claim on
Kashmir. With stone-pelters in forefront
and terrorist guns booming in the back-

round, India will, sooner or later, be
E)rced to a settlement which is
acceptable to Pakistan.

In 1990, terrorists and fundamental-
il::: targeéeg”Kashmin;hHindus, looted,

rmt an troyed their properties
and shrines, forcing about four lakh
Kashmiri Hindus to flee from the valley.
The state government’s own estimates
say about 30,000 Pandits remained in
far Alung areas of the valley, dwindling
to 10, in 1996 and about 3000 in
2010. The National Human Rights
Commids:ion acc that “acts akin‘b
genocide have occurred in respect o
Kashmiri Pandits” whose houses were

destrored and women raped and who
are still languishing in camps and rent-
ed houses all over the country. Recently
a state minister said 170 were
damc:g:d by Muslim fundamentalists
over last 20 years. Now, ancther

No fresh recruitment
Hindus has taken place since
Hindus’ exile began, though 90 per
cent of the employees retired.
years the Centre announced an employ
ment package for 6000 displaced per-
sons in 2008 but the state government
delayed notification on the recruitment
till the NHRC intervened.

The demand for ‘greater autonomy”
was by vested interests after 35 years
of the Indira Gandhi- Sheikh Abdualla
accord, exposing the machination and
o segpmista ki et v

generation m youth was
indoctrinated to seek freedom from
India and unification with Pakistan. The
Central Government pumped in thou-
sands of crores of rupees into the state,
which received 10 to 12 % of all grants
disbursed to states. The bulk of this is
spent in the valley which is less than 1%
of India’s population h Kashmir
has lowest poverty ratio of 3.5 %
against national average of 26.1%.

The Hindus and Sikhs of the Skate
and the Bud"i'tist:’ ?F Ladakh l‘;ve

sapproval of any
wﬂh National Conference

minority, Sikhs, are being targeted.
4 '3 Karﬁ\ﬂ::iri

Amateur Journalist Award function for the year
2017, was organized by Shaheed Pandit Prem Nath
Bhat Memorial Trust (PNBMT), in which a large
section of people participated. They belonged to
various literary. social. legal and cultural fields.
The function was presided over by Shri B. S.
Salathia, Senior Advocate and President Bar
Association, Jammu. Hon'ble MLC. G. L. Raina,
was the Chief Guest and Dr. (Padamshree) K. N.
Pandita, the Guest of Honor.

S/Sh. C. L. Gadoo and Lalit Gupta were
selected for the current year's award.

S/Sh. C. L. Gadoo, former Vice President
AIKS, has been writing regularly in different
magazines. He has authored several books. Histwo
books “Kashmir- Hindu Shrines™ and “Hindu
Religious Culture™, has been welcomed by a large
number of readers. Lalit Gupta, an art and cultural
columnist, has Directed 16 Documentaries entitled
'Urdu-Raftar aur Samat' for DD Srinagar. He has
produced and directed several documentarics. such
as “"Sacred Springs of Duggar”, “Virasat Ke
Satoon™ and "Duggar Sanskriti Ke Pratik.' He has
also written Radio features on art and culture.
Citation of honor for both the awardees were read
out by C. L. Pandita and Dr. B. L. Handoo
respectively. Shri M. K. Jalali received the award
on behalf of Shri C. L. Gadoo who could not
personally make it to the venue and Shri U. K.
Jalali, former Advocate General received the
award on behalf of Shri Lalit Gupta who was not in
the town due to official assignment.

Needless 10 add, the Amateur Journalist
Award is bestowed upon two journalists every vear
for their outstanding contribution in the field of
Jjournalism and in the service of the community,
since 1990, in memory of Pt. Prem Nath Bhat who
was martyred by terrorists in 1989, and who,
besides being a leading Advocate, was a prolific
writer and a fearless journalist,
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Give another chance to KP candidates: NHRC ;e venorene

some issues, including employment of KP
BY SAS CORRESPONDENT Commission led by Justice K G . Four years have passed, this scheme
Balakrishnan, chairperson. The other mem-  has not been fully implemented despile
ational Humon Rights Commission  bers included Justice G P Mathur, Justice B Relief Commissioner's assurances fo the
[NHRC) has issved fresh directives o C Patel and P C Shorma., commission on previous occasions, The
J&K Government fo give one more The NHRC also issued direclives fo Sife  delaying tactics of Government has ren-
opportunily fo those migront condidoles  Goverment fo moke eloborate security  dered many ospirant condidaes s over-
who could not join their dufies amangements for these oged, for recruiment of Govemment jobs,
in Kashmir Valley due fo vori- 0 employees ond urged the diss ~~ No proper accommodation has been
ous reasons and urged them to frict administrafion ko fake right ided fo seleced employees in the vo-
indicate o separate dote for ' steps in this direction. Besides . Over-crowded accommodation with
unfilled posts. ' ' these employees as for os pos-  lack of sanitafion and ofher fodilifies are
The NHRC passed these ' . sible be posted near disiic ~ provided fo @ secion of employees ond the
directives while hearing the Headquarters where allthe et hove fo manage of their own. Achually,

icot ii |- ng g}y}u\ebundergohdhordﬁpsespe
' i AL A if il cially the women employees. Salaries 1o
ghts Committee. The NHRC . *m ; hese are dlso not paid on fime

while directing the Stofe CL Gadoo ission ko i which ads fo their miseries.
Govenment authorifies fo issue one more  diredlives to the Goverment for allotment Mr. Gadoo had also sought the inferven-
nofice fo the remaining candidates who of quarters fo these employee so that they  fion of the Commission o direct the State
failed inifially fo join the job, don'tfeeliudunzadimndeoﬂ Govemment fo fumish the stakus report on
The waifing list ca begventhe  securily amangements in this regord. the condifions prevailing ot present of our
oppoimmenlorda'smdinoasegxeposts The Commission has also asked the religious places and shrines especially
shill remain unfilled the authorifies should be ~ Govemment fo submit the siatus reportin -~ regarding Shri Vool Bhairav Astapan,
ot liberty to call for fresh applications, the  two weeks fime before the next date of Mofiyar, Rainawari, Srinogar (Koshmir).
commission noted. hearing fo see that the PM's package is Secondly status report of our left over edu-
wholly implemented. cafional instifufions in the valley.
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KASHMIRI SAMITI, DELHI (REGD.)
KASHMIR BHAWAN, KASHMIR BHAWAN MARG, AMAR COLONY,
LAJPAT NAGAR-V, NEW DELHI-110024
(NODAL AGENCY FOR DISPLACED KASHMIRIS)

Ref. No. ; KSD

Respected Joshi Ji, Feb 2, 2000.
Namaskar.
As I have brought to your kind notice earlier, the Union Government, the Delhi
administration and some State Governments have for the past few years been
Vice President extending the concession of reservations to Kashmiri Pandit boys and girls in the
SUNIL SHAKDHER matter of admissions to professional / vocational colleges in different parts of the
DR SHAKTI BHAN country. These states include Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, and Gujrat
earlier.

You are also fully aware of the tragedy that struck the Kashmiri Pandit
community of Kashmir in 1990 and thereafter due to the undeclared proxy war of
Pakistan against India. The first direct victims of this proxy war have been the
Kashmiri Pandits who are now scattered all over India. They have had to abandon
all their material possessions back in their birthland and are now loitering around
in the country, trying to find sustenance. They are refugees in their own country.

The greatest loss suffered by the Community has been in the field of
education of their children which has been very dear to their hearts. It is  to this
acute problem of the dispossessed and dispersed commmumity that my present
submission is related. I earnest request you to kindly spare some precious time to
consider the following request in this connection :-

Reservation for dispossessed boys and girls in all Kendriya Vidyalayas

in the country.

Reservation for these youngsters for graduation and post -graduation

courses in all Universities in the country.

Secretaries . Reservation for admission to all management / medical / technical /
TN GURTOO vocational institutions in the country at both graduate / post-graduate levels.
RAKESHRAZD A Grant of Scholarships to the needy boys and girls of the community to
enable them to pursue their educational courses.

I may record here, Sir, that the education of our progeny has been our only
asset even while we were living in Kashmir and it would be all over for us if we
lose this asset also along with our other worldly possessions lost in the Valley.

I and my colleagnes in this Samiti, the Nodal Agency for the victimised'
commmunity, would be highly grateful if you kindly consider this genuine request
and issue appropriate directions to the concerned authorities in this behalf

With best regards,

Yours faithfully
d&m

Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi,
M/o HRD & M/o Scl. & Tech C.L.Gadoo
6, Raisena Road, President.

New Delhi f
=
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Government of India
Maharaj Krishen Kaw Ministry of Human Resource Development
Tel. : 3386451 Department of Education
Fax : 33835807 New Delhi - 110 001

D.0.No.F.10-1/96-Desk(U) May 6, 2000

Dear

The hardships being faced by the Kashmiri migrants and the need to
provide them assistance in the matter of admission to educational
institutions in other parts of the country has been engaging the attention of
this Ministry for quite some time.

2.  On the advice of this Ministry, institutions such as KVS, Central
Universities and several State Governments have been providing some
concessions. However, it has been felt that these measures have not been
adequate.

3.  Through this letter, I seek your personal intervention in the matter to
ensure that adequate concessions are granted to mitigate the problems of
the Kashmiri migrants relating to admissions in educational institutions.
Specifically, the following concessions may be extended for admissions in
schools and Under Graduate/Post Graduate Programmes in Universities for
the wards of Kashmiris displaced from their homes:

Extension in date of admission (by about 30 days)

Relaxation in cut off percentage (subject to minimum eligibility
requirements) (upto 10%)

Increase in intake capacity (upto 10%)

4.  The State Governments may also positively consider provision of
reservation for at least one seat in the merit quota in technical/professional
institutions for the Kashmiri migrant students. The state of Maharashtra
and Madhya Pradesh have already taken a lead in this. Besides this,
waiving of domicile requirement and facilitation of migration in second
and subsequent years in higher education courses will also go a long way in
providing some relicf to this community.




'EDUCATION SECRETARY - o Continuation Sheet .. ...

5. 1 shall highly appreciate if concessions as suggested above are
extended todthe young girls and boys who have been uprooted from their
homes in the Kashmir Valley and the Ministry of Human Resource
Development is kept informed of the measures being taken.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,
Sd/-
(Maharaj Krishen Kaw)

1. Secretary (Hr.Edn.) and Secy. (Tech. Edn.) of all States/UTs
2. VCs of all Central and State Universitics
Copy for necessary action to:

1. Secretary (Health), Government of India for extending similar benefits in
respect of medical and other admissions.

. Secretary, Deptt. of Agricultural Research & Education, Ministry of Agriculture,
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi, for extending similar benefits in respect of
Agriculture Universities,

3. Medical Council of India
4, ICAR
sJ).
(Maharaj Krishen Kaw)

Copy for information to:
1. Ministry of Home Affairs (Attn: Shri T.R. Kakkar, Special Secretary)
2. Resident Commissioner, Govt. of J&K, New Delhi
3. Chairman, UGC 50//

(Maharaj Krishen Kaw)
Copy to:

. Shri C.L. Gadoo, President, Kashmiri Samiti (Delhi), Kashmir Bhavan, Amar
Colony, Lajpat Nagar -1V, New Delhi : 110 024,

2. President, All India Kashmiri Samaj, D-90, Saorjini Nagar, New Delhi : 110

023. A\G\—

(Maharaj Krishen Kaw)




Mrs. Madhu Arora
PDeputy Scoretary
338 8632 (); 3381355, 338 2047(1)

Eemail:  macrecs.cduclsh,. nisin

DO No F.10-1/96-Deslk(L)) 25" September, 2000

Dear

Kindly find enclosed a copy of the represcentation received in the Ministry from
Kol nmiri Samitl, Delhi, regarding certain difficulties in admission of Kashmiri
Migrant students in your University., In this connection, T would like to draw your
Kind attention to letter from Shri M. K. Kaw. Union Education Scceretary (Secondary
Education & Higher Education) for grant of concession in admissions to the wards of
Kashmiri Migrants in view of the hardships being fuced by this community.

v Y’ou are requested to kindly issue the necessary instractions 1o ensure that
cligible Kashmiri Migrants are given admission (o the University.

With kind regards,

Yours sincorely .

(Madhua Arvora)

Mauj. Oen,. (Reotd) Bhim S, Suhag
Vice-Chancellor

Mahor =7 Dayanand University
Rohtak 124 001

Haryana

Copy to — Shri C. L. Gadoo, President, Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, Kashmir Bhawan.,
Kashmir Bhawan NMarg, Amar CColon R AT 2T e T BN Noew Delhi 110024

i) et
(Madhu Arora)
ESIEt i
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o % y SECRETARY
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DMiahiaraj Kelshen Kaw Istey ol wn Hesanree Developeoen
el : 3386451 Departinent of Secondary & Highee Eavcnt
Fax : 33838807 New Deibl - 110 001
RONe T 10-1/96-Dask(L]) September 23, 2000

ear

I aam writing 1o you in connection with Kashmiri migrant students in various
insttutions/lechnical colleges in the State of Maharashtra. The State Government has
Leen indeed very helpful and receptive to the needs of this community and bas provided
the much needed assistance through concessions in grant of admission to Kashmiri
migrants in various institutions around the State.

2. However, there have beon some problems regarding fees being charged to such
migrant students who have completed diploma courses from Mahbarashira and have
sought admission in second year B.E. course. 1 shall be grateful if you could personally
intervene in the matter and arrange for issunnce of necessary instruchions so that the
Kashmiri migrant studonts are charged the same fees as are being charged from
Maharashtra students.

With kind regacds,
Yours sincercly,

.4/ -

/

(Maharaj Krishen Kaw)

Shet B P Raja

Addl Chietf Sccretary (Tech. Edn,)
Gavermnmment of Maharashtra
NMantralaya

Mumbai - 400 032,

Copy to!

s

1 hti Thw A% i > . Director, Technical Education, Government of Mahorashitoo,
Mumbai, with the snme request.
27 Shn C L Gadoo, President, Kashmin Samiti Delhi (Regd. ) Delhi, for information
S

(Mohara; Krnishon Foaw)




PREFACE

|. the Chairperson of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing Commitice
on Home Affairs having been authorised by the Comptice 10 submit the report on s
behalf, do hereby present this One Hundred and Thirty-seventh Report on Rehabilitation
of J&K Migrants.

7. The Depariment-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs
constituted a sub-Committec on Civil Defence and Rehabilitation of J&K Migrants of on
13% April 2007 for in-depth examination of the subject. The sub-Committee was
reconstituted on 9™ August, 2007.

3. The sub-Committee heard the official presentation of the representatives of the

Ministry of Home Affairs on 2™ August 2007. The Secretary, Border Management gave

a detailed account of various schemes implemented by the Government for rehabilitation

of J&K Migrants. The Secretary, Border Management informed the sub-Committes

about the major initiatives taken for rehabilitation of J&K Migrants like enhancement it

cash relief 1o Kashmiri Migrants periodically: payment of ex-gratia relief of Rs. One

lakh to the kins of victims of militancy; initiatives to protect and restrain the distress sales

of properties of migrants left in the valley, by enacting J&K Migrants Immovabie

i ion, Protection & Rehabilitation of Distress Sales) Act 1997 and

Act. 1997; restoration of temples in the valley, efc.

that an inter-ministerial team was constituted 1o

; ' "hﬁgmntSaSamomdbyPﬁmemnisterdming

his visit to J&K in November, 2004. The inter-ministerial team recommended for

construction of two-room tenements at Jammu to accommodate migrants’ families living
n various camps/government/semi-government accommodation at Jammu.

4 The sub-Committee thereafter decided 1o hear thhe representatives of Kashmin
Migrants and also the organizations representing them on the subject. In pursuance
thereof, the sub-Committec in its sitting held on 30 October heard the oral evidence of
Shri C.L. Gadoo, a journalist and on 7 November 2007, heard the representatives of
All India Kashmiri Samaj, All States Kashmiri Pandit Conference, Panun Kashmir.
Kashmiri Samiti, All India Kashmiri Pandit Conference, Jammu Kashmir Vichar Manch.
Kashmir Sikh Migrants Forum, Kashmiri Pandit Sabha and Jammu and Kashmir National

Panthers Party.

The sub- Committee while prepanng its report relied on the following:-
(1) detailed background note furnished by the Ministry of Home Affairs;

(i1) the official presentation of the representatives of Ministry of Home
Affairs;
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JOINT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE

WA-88, Shakarpur, Delhi-110092.
Res. Tel. 011-22547672, O.Tel. 011-22517672

CHAMAN LAL GADOO
(Co- Chairman, JHRC) & (patron)
Kashmiri Visthapit Sangharsh Samiti

No. JHRC-2007 Dated 30th Oct. 2007

Memorandum submitted to Parliamentary Standing Sub-committee on Civil-
Defence and Rehabilitation of J & K Migrants

We are grateful to you all for sparing some time, in the midest of your important schedules,
to meet us and receive this memorandum.

As you are all aware of the prevailing situation in the state of Jammu & Kashmir, we need
not to repeat the countless misries of brutal massacre, loot, arson, rape and genocide inflicted
upon this hapless minority for one single fault of being true patriots. Quest for Pakistan is an
ideological commitment which is origin of Muslim militancy in Kashmir.

. We, quote from the *White Paper On Kashmir’, that the Joint Human Rights Committee,
published a decade ago; “The militant violence in Kashmir is an ideological struggle which is
fundamentalist in outlook and basically communal in character and which is aimed to ;

(i ) disengage the State from India and secure its integration with the Muslim homeland of

Pakistan.

(i1) demolish the secular, social and political organization of the State and convert it into a

Muslim theocracy governed by the precept and precedent of Islam.”

The Kashmiri Pandits offered the only resistance to the Muslim Jehad and therefore, the first
bullets were fired upon them besides the men of Indian security organizations. The National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in its ruling on Junel I, 1999, stated, "The commission is
constrained to observe that acts akin to genocide have occurred with respect to Kashmiri
Pandits.”™ We. quote further from the *White Paper’;

* The Hindus and other minorities were eliminated because;

(a) they form the frontline of the resistance to the secession of the State from India and its

inicgration with Pakistan;

(b) they do not accept that Jammu and Kashmir forms a part in the Muslim homeland of Pakistan:

() they do not accept the reorganization of State of Jammu and Kashmir on the basis of
Muslim law and precedent into a Muslim polity of Nizam-e-Mustafa;

d) they are not prepared to subject themselves to the social. religious , economic and political pre-

eminence of the Muslim majority in the State;

(¢) they refuse to participate in the Jehad against India.” (Unquote)

Some people have strong notion that poverty breads violence. In India, 35 per cent of world’s
poor live and more than half of the India’s poor live in states like Orissa, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh
and Utter Pradesh. The National Sample Survey of 1999-2000 shows that Kashmir has lowest
poverty ratio of 3.5 percent inspite of violence, against national average of 26.1 percent, whereas
Orissa has highest poverty ratio of 47.2 percent. Even prosperous states like Maharashtra contains
10 of India’s 100 poorest districts and has the highest rate of farmer suicide. During 2006, 1452
farmers committed suicide in Vidarbha region of Maharashtra alone! But that is not in Kashmir.
Thousands of people in cities sleep on footpaths without any shelter, but every Kashmiri owns a




NO. 12013/9/2003-K. WV
Sovernment of India
Ministry of Home Affairs
JEK Division
(<. 1l Branch)

Roorm No 92-A
North Black, Neaew Delhi.

Septamber 9, 2003

Shri C L. Gadoo
Proesident, BJFP J&1K Call
Delhi Pradesh

14, Pandit Pant Marg
Naw Dealhi - 110001

Subject: Minutes of the meeting held with BJUOP Delhi Pradoesh (JEK Coll) on
28.8.2003 in the Chambaor of SS((JKA)

Sar,

I s directed to encl

& copy of the abhove minutos.
Yours faithtfuilly,
(K. M. Kutty ) °
Under Secretary(i<-\V)

MINUTES OF THE MEETING WITH BJP DELHI PRADESH (J&K CELL)

ON 29.8.2003 AT 400 P.M. IN THE CHAMBER OF SS(JKA)

The following were present —
Erom Ministry of Home Affairs
Shri B B. Mishra, Special Secretary(JKA), on Chair
Shri Rakesh Hooja, Joint Secretary(K.1)
Shri H.S. Brahma, Joint Secretary (K. 1)
Smt. Rashmi Goel, Director(iK.11)
5) Shri K.M. Kutty, Under Secraetary(K.\V)

From BJP Delhi Pradesh (JE&K Cell)

1) Shri C.L. Gadoo, President, BJP Delhi Pradesh
2) Shri Amarnath Vaishnavi
3) Shri Motilal Malla

4) Shri Subhash Dhar

2. Initiating the discussions, SS(JKA) informed the delegation that the State
Government is likely to constitute a high level Committee to take a
comprehensive look at the problems and recommend measures required to be
taken towards return and rehabilitation of Kashmiri Migrants. Shri C.L.. Gadoo
stated that BJFP, Delhl Pradesh (JE&K Cell) had presented a white paper on the
genocide of Kashmiri Pandits in the Valley in the National Executive Meeting of
the BUIP held on 4-5" August 2003 at Indore. A memorandum containing various
issues pertaining to Kashmirl Pandits required to be considered by the
Government was also praesented to SS(JKA) Shri Gadoo demanded that the
registration of Kashmiri Migrants all over India should be entrusted to BJP, J&K
Cell (Delhi). He stated that there is a deliberate attempt on the part of the State
Government to deprive citizenship to the Kashmiri Pandite. There are clear
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instanceas wherae records peartaining to the citizenship status, property, etc. of
Kashmiri Pandits were destroyad It is therefore necaessary that each and every
Kashmir Pandit be iIssued with an ldentity Card to establish their identity,

3. Snhri Amarnath Valshnav! deplored the condition of camps particularly that
aof Muthi Phase-ll in Jammu which neéeds a lot of improvement. He stated that
bifurcation of familiea for the purpose of relief and ration Is very important
considering the fact that many eamployaes have since retired and they are unable
to support thair families which include their married wards. Another demand put
farth by Shri Valshnavi was that temples and shrines in the Valley should be
protactad/renovated/reconstructed and encroaschars evicted

“a. SS(JUKA) statad that Governmant of India is doing evarything possible to

mitigate the sufferings of the Migrants Prime Minister is likely to announce

onhancement of cash relief for Migrants Iin Jammu and assigning funds for

improvement of facilitios including construction of new
tenemaeants(ORTs ) In Jammu.

one-room

S5 As regards registration, &t was clarified that on repeated claims of Kashmirl

Samiti, data regarding such Migrants had been asked for and that there is no
proposaal for registration so far as Government is concernad.

G After discussion of the general points, various demands contained in the

mamaorandum submitted to the Prime Minister were discussed point-wiseo —

o) As regards the demand for housing facilities In Delhi, JS(K.II)
explained that Government of NCT of Delhl has been requested to
take up the matter with Delhl Development Authority to bring out a
subsidized schame of housing for Kashmirli Migrants

On the ssue of demands for providing loans/finance facilities, free
education and resarvation of seatas In medical/technical collages, etc.,
many State Governments have already made such reservations in

page 2 of 4
Similarly, the demand for ex-gratia relief of Rs.5 lakhs to the Migrant

families for the marriage of girls and boys was considered not possible
to accept because of the huge financial implications.

The other points discussed viz. permanent State Subject Status, time-
bound promotion to employees, representation in Parliament, looking after the
affairs of the Migrants directly By the Central Government, etc. were considered
to be issues that need tc be solved either by the State Government or need
intervention at the highest level. The matter regarding concessional tickets for

Migrants for rail journey to Jammu from Delhi with Ministry of Railways may be
taken up by the BJP Delhi Pradesh.

The Meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.




Historical verdict of the NHRC

Protection of Human Rights of Internally
Displaced Kashmiri Pandits

irst, we introduce to you the All

India Kashmiri Samaj (AIKS)

which s addressing this
communication. The AIKS is the
representative apex body of Kashmir's
mostly Pandits of the Valley of Jammu
& Kashmir State living in (forced exile)
in varicus parts of India, and also in
USA, UK, Germany and other parts of
the world. Kashmiri Pandit community
is a millennia old original inhabitant
community with recorded and written
history of 5000 years.

This internally displaced community
today faces threat of survival, extinction
and dismemberment, thanks to the
policy of apathy and neglect of various
Central and State Gowvts (including the
present one), towards them. The
displaced community is given the
epithet of “"Migrants" by the
Government.

In 19983, when the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) was
established in India, Kashmiti Pandils
for the first time found a forum where
its miserable plight may find redress.
In its petition and reports to NHRC the
displaced community pleaded before
it regarding its genocide, exodus and
apartheid treatment.

The three-member bench of
National Human Rights Commission
comprising  Justice M N
Venkatachaliah, Chairperson; Justice
V S Malimath, Member and Shri
Virendra Dayal, Member, after 5 years
long deliberations in an unanimous
verdict pronounced on 11 June 1999,
inter-alia made the following
observations:

(A) To the complainants submission
that Kashmiri Pandit Community was
subjected to vilification campaign of
disinformation as a cover lo
fundamentalistic {and terroristic)
character of so-called freedom
struggle in reality is a religious crusade
for annexing Kashmir for Pakistan, the
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dimension of Jehad being added to
justify the extermination (of the
community), the Hon’ble Commission
pronounced (Clause 14, p8, Case No
1181/94-95/NHRC.) that:

(1) “Primary intent of killers... has
been to try to achieve the
secession of the State and its
possible annexation by
Pakistan. This has been the
principal purpose and objective
of insurgency of terrorism
(Point 61, p 33; case, Ibid.)

(2) “300,000 Kashmiri Pandits have
had to leave the Valley for
reasons of terror unleashed in
their home State and conditions
of insecurity that they
experience as a result”. (Point
58, p 31, case 1181/94-95/
NHRC).

(3) “That killing and ethnic
cleansing of Kashmiri Pandits
must be seen with the deeper
intent to secure secession of
State of Jammu & Kashmir. The
crimes committed against
Kashmiri Pandits are by any
yardstick, deserving of the
strongest condemnation. And
there can be no gain saying the
acute suffering caused to the
community.” (Point 62 p 34, ibid.)

(B) Onthe Genocide plea, the Hon'bie

Commission held that:
“But against the stern definition
of the Genocide convention the
commission is constrained to
observe... that the acts akin to
genocide have occurred in
respect of Kashmiri Pandits
and that indeed in the minds
and utterances of some of the
militants a genocide type
design may exist.." (Point 62,
pp 34, ibid)

(C) On the petitioners' plea of apathy

and neglect by the Government

towards the victim community, the

Hon'ble Commission expressed:

(1) “Its empathy for this feeling” and
recommended “establishment
of a high level committee which
includes a nominee of the
Commission, to go into full
range of practical problems
facing the Pandits" — as the
Hon'ble Commission proposes
to continue to monitor
developments in regard to
Pandits “on regular basis" ... “in
relation to...listing" protection
and “restoration of properties”
and other breach of rights and
liberties brought to its notice".
{Point 64, p 35, /bid.)

(2) its “willingness to examine and
take action upon complaints
relating to specific matters”
praying for “an enquiry to be
held into the causes and
circumstances leading to the
complainants present
suffering”. (Point 64, p 35, Ibid.)

(D) By a separate order of the same
date the Hon'ble Commission over
ruled the objection of the J&K
Government as to the jurisdiction of the
Commission to entertain the matters
pertaining to the applicabilities of a
Central Law, i.e. Protection of Human
Rights Act 1993, in view of the fact that
the State of the J&K has enacted the
J&K Protection of Human Rights Act
1997 (Case No. 802-34-94/NHRC).

Marriage Bureau Formed
in Lucknow

'Marriage Bureau' has been
established under supervision of
Shri J L Raina, General Secretary,
Kashmiri Association Lucknow
(KAL). All members of Biradari are
requested to send their
matrimonials to undersigned with
full details/ Tekni/Biodata/Kolawali
etc with the registration fees of
As. 50/-,
Address:
H-49, Sector-H, Aliganj
Lucknow-226024
Phone: 320864




KSD’S PETITION BEFORENHR C
Notice

The Chief Secretary,
Govt. of ] & K, Jammu

Whereas the complaint/intimation received from Shri C. L. Gadoo, President, Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, was
placed before the Commission on 7th February, 2000, and whereas, upon pursuing the complaint, the
Commission has passed the following order :

Issue notice to the Chief Secretary and Director-General, Jammu and Kashmir, for a respond within two
weeks. Meanwhile, the Governor of the state would also ensure the provision of necessary security to the
Kashmiri Pandits in the Valley as directed in the proceedings dated 27-01-98 in case No. 490/9/97 -98.

Connect this matter with it now, therefore, take notice that you are required to submit the requisite information/
report on or before 22nd February, 2000.

Take further notice that in default, the Commission may proceed to take such actions as it deems proper.
Given under my hand and seal of the Commission this day of 7th February, 2000.
Enclosed copy of the complaint

(by order)

(Signature)
Assistant Registrar.

Note: The information /report shall be furnished only by the authority which is called upon to do so.

Human Rights Commission

The National Human Rights Commission held a hearing on December 15, 1998, on our petition
for safeguarding our properties in Kashmir when the Jammu and Kashmir Government presented to
the commission a list of the properties left behind by our dispossessed community in the Valley. It
mjtmaw-pagemlheofthewmtadmwmdbyﬂrmmmiq(lam).mbvm
(5,608), damaged naturally (2,872) and standing (8,499) and other such details, besides 68,953
kanals of land, alienation's sanctioned officially, etc. We demanded tehsil and district-wise lists of
all such properties. The state government has promised to display such lists for public information
at the offices of the Relief Commissioner Jammu and the Resident Commissioner, New Delhi, and
also to present these to the NHRC. We feel these lists and the state's claim of having already paid a
hefty sum of Rs. 28,62,93,680 to owners of damaged properties lead us nowhere. We must.delmnd
Mofmupoperﬁubawdmmechimmbnﬁnedbythewmmmityhlmmmﬂdmkof@e
recipients of relief. This will naturally be a long-drawn process but we propose to stand firm on this
demand of ours.




KSD’s Petition before National Human Rights
Commission

Amplification of earlier complaint

May it please Your Honour, the complainant sub-
mits as under :

That the complainant in amplification of the pend-
ing complaint urges upon the Commission to kindly
probe and inquire into the following violations of
the human rights of the Kashmiri Pandits, which are
briefly submitted as under :-

1. That the terrorists have unleashed an organ-
ized violence and sustained campaign to extermi-
nate and eliminate the Hindus in Kashmir supported
by foreign mercenaries resulting in the Killings of
thousands of Hindus, men and women and children,
continuously for the last 10 years, thus contraven-
ing the basic principles of equality, life and due proc-
ess of law which underline the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, constitutes the “GROSS VIO-
LLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF MINORI-
TIES.”

2. That there have been attacks, molestations,
kidnappings, gang rape of the women-folk and mass
massacre of men, women, children and even infants
were not spared by the terrorists and mercenaries.
To these killings and violation of the huiman rights,
the state government and its police force and also
the central government has been the silent spectator
and have not taken any serious and purposeful meas-
ure.

3. That thousands of houses belonging to Hin-
dus have been burnt down. The looting and destruc-
tion of properties and household goods left behing
by the Hindus are still continuing. In most of the
areas, the houses , establishments, land, orchards,
etc of Hindus have been taken over by Muslims and
terrorists to ensure that the Hindus do not retumn to
their own homeland. 3

4. That a large number of temples and other his-
torical and cultural places and institutions have been
demolished and burnt down. By unleashing the eth-

Koshur Samachar

nic cleansing, the terrorists and mercenaries are
thrusting an alien way of life in the Kashmir Valley.
The society of Kashmir has only two components
of population, i.e. the Muslims and Pandits. By forc-
ing the Kashmiri Pandits out from Kashmir Valley,
the terrorists are changing the demographic and
civilizational character of Kashmir Valley which is
known for its pluralistic and peace-loving socio-cul-
tural ethos.

5. That the State of Jammu and Kashmir has
failed to fulfil its constitutional duties and interna-
tional obligations of protecting life, liberty, prop-
erty and religious sanctity of the Hindu minority.
The Union Government and the Government of
Jammu and Kashmir have failed and defaulted in
providing security against the assaults of terrorists
and have failed to provide help and assistance re-
garding proper accommodation, sanitary facilities,
health care, educational facilities and adequate fi-
nancial assistance and other basic amenities to the
Hindu refugees in consonance with the intemationanl
standard of such relief and facilities.

6. That a large number of Hindu employees
working in the state government have been pushed
out as a result of exodus from Kashmir and the Mus-
lim employees have been appointed and confirmed
on the posts of these migrant employees. This has
created a new vested interest of employees who work
hard for the non-return of Hindus of the Valley. The
student community of Hindu refugees have segre-
gated from others and are being refused admissions
in government schools, colleges, university and in
the professional colleges. The unemployed educated
youth of Kashmiri Pandits are being deprived of any
employees working in government and corporate
bodies funded by state government and the Hindu
teachers of Kashmir University have been pushed
out of services as a result of migration.

The complainant urges the NHRC to appoint an
administrator as a statutory custodian to manage, and
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ook after the immovable properties left behind by
migrants and to free such properties from the cluiches
of trespassers and grabbers and make payments of
compensation for the properties destroyed by the on-
going millitant violence,

That the complainant craves indulgence of the
NHRC to direct the Central Government-Delhi gov-
emment and the J&K government to register the
migrants who have migrated from Kashmir to
Jammu and those who have migrated to Delhi in the
recent years and also direct the Delhi government to
pay the monthly relief @ Rs. 2500 forthwith from
the date of Central Government enhanced to Rs.
5,000 per month. It is , therefore, most respectfully
prayed:-

That the violations of the human rights inflicted
on the Kashmiri Pandit community may be charac-
terised as “GROSS VIOLATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS AGAINST THE MINORITIES' and the
NHRC may fix the responsibility of such violations
on the people, groups, the state and Central
Governmets and others who are responsible for in-
flicting the violations of the human rights on this
community, after thoroughly probing and inquiring
into the whole gamut of the violations.

And further the state government may be directed
to prepare a comprehensive policy and a viable plan
for the return of the displaced Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity to their homeland, The state government as
well as Central Government may be directed not to
stay complacent in the matter of relief, rchabilita-
tion and return of displaced Kashmiri Pandits to
Kashmir Valley and take immediate and appropri-
ate measures in this direction.

—C.L.Gadoo
President.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND
KASHMIR—N.H.R.C

Registrar , National Human Rights Commission
New Delhi.

Subject : Return of Migrants.
No: Rev (MR) HRC/PK/95-97

Dated - 25-06-1999.

Sir,

Kindly refer to the proceedings of the National
Human Rights Commisssion (NHRC) on the com-
plaint of the Kashmiri Samiti Delhi, case NO. 490/
9/97-98 dated 12.5.1999 wherein the Hon'ble Com-
mission has been pleased to consolidate a Law and
Parliamentary Affairs, Chief Secretary, Advocate
General, Prpl. Secy. To Planning & Dev. Deptt. And
Relief Commr. (M) Jammu to look into all aspects
of the problems of the Kashmiri persons and explore
avenues of their satisfactory solution.

2. The safe and honourable return of migrants has
been on the top of the agenda of the State Gov-
ernment . A number of steps, as detailed below,
have already been taken to facilitate this most
difficult part of the exercise.

A) An Apex Level Committee headed by the
Revenue Minister was constituted to iden-
tify the day to day problems of these migrants
and find a solution as early on 19-12-1996
thereto. The said Apex Level Commiltee was
also to frame an Action Plan for the safe and
honourable return of these migrants to the
Valley.

A Sub-Committee constituted by the said
Apex Committee furnished its interim report
on 24-7-1997 indicating a relief and reha-
bilitation package involving a cost of about
Rs. 2800 crores for the purpose. A copy of
this report was given to the Union Home Sec-
retary who accompanied Shri 1. K.Gujral,
the then Prime Minister of India, on his visit
to the State on 26/27-7-1997.

B) The stupendous job of inventorisation of the
immovaable property (house/lands) left be-
hind in the Kashmir Valley by the migrants
has been completed (village and district
wise). According to this the total number of
structures belonging to the migrants in the
Valley is 16,979 out of which 8,735 struc-
tures are intact, and 5870 structures have
been gutted or damaged. Ex-gratia relief for
4952 gutted or damaged houses of migrants
have been settled and 918 cases are yet to be

Koshur Samachar
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JOINT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE

71, SUNDER BLOCK, SHAKARPUR, DELHI---110092

Email; cl.gadoo@gmail.com, blog; www.clgadoo.blogspot.com
Tel. 011-22547672 Mob.9891297912

Chairman, Dated: 10-4-2012
National human Rights Commission,
Faridkot House,
New Delhi.

Ref: Case No: 490/1997-1998
Hon. Sir,
We would like to draw your kind attention towards following facts;
During April 2008, Hon. PM announced a pakage for employment
for Kashmiri migrant youth, which reads as follows;
“(v) Employment:
It has been decided to provide employment opportunities to 15,000 unemployed migrant
youth. Out of which, 6000 youth will be accommodated in State Government jobs. The
Central Government will bear the cost towards salary for about 3000 youth. Remaining
9000 unemployed youth would be facilitated to get financial assistance to come up with
self-employment/ business ventures. For this purpose one-time assistance of Rs.5.00 lakh
in each case will be provided out of which 50% will be grant & 50% as loan.”

Sir, full four years have passed, but unfortunately this scheme has not been
fully implemented, although time and again, Relief Commissioner has
assured the commission on various occasions for necessary and timely
action. The delaying tactics of Government has rendered many aspirant
candidates as over-aged, for recruitment of Government jobs.

No proper accommodation has been provided to selected employees in the
valley. Over-crowded accommodation with lack of sanitation and other
facilities are provided to a section of employees and the rest have to manage
of their own. Actually, they have to undergo lot of hardships especially the
women employees. Salaries to these employees are also not paid on time
which adds to their miseries.

On 2nd April 2008, Hon. Commission was kind enough to direct the State
Government to furnish the following information, which is still pending;
“(1) A statement giving details of all criminal cases registered at various Police Stations
in regard to terrorist violence, the number of victims, the number of persons arrested in
such cases and the status of investigation of all such cases.
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(2)

(i) A statement giving the number of Government employees belonging to the Pandit
community at the commencement of terrorist violence in 1990 and the number of Pandit
employees in various departments at present. The reasons for decline, if any, in the
number of Government employees belonging to the Pandit community may also be
given,

(iii) A comprehensive statement giving details of all the schemes for unemployed youths
and specifying as to how many of the migrant Kashmiri youths can be accommodated in
cach such schemes. The State Government shall also inform whether it proposes to
appoint a Nodal Agency for coordination between the migrant youths and the officers
controlling such schemes.

(iv) A statement giving details of the migrant Kashmiri Pandits who have been registered.
The State Government shall also inform what steps it is going to take for registration of
the remaining Kashmiri Pandits and provision of relief to them; and,

(v) What arrangement the State Government is going to make for scrutiny of objections
which may be made against the authenticated inventory of migrant properties and
necessary action for correction of records.”

Again on 13" April 2010, Hon. Commission pointed out the second part of
clause(2)and (4) of the J&k Migrants (special Drive)Recruitment Rules 2009

for further clarification, which are as under:

“(2) The appointee shall be eligible for confirmation on the basis of his performance,
merit and uninterrupted/continuous stay in valley.

(4)The appointee shall have to execute an agreement with the Government on the Form,
that he will serve in the valley against the post on which he is appointed and at a place
where he will be posted. In case the appointee migrates from valley again for any reason
whatsoever, he shall lose the job without any notice and shall stand terminated.”

No action has been taken in this regard so far.
We further submit for your kind intervention and request you to kindly
direct the State Government to furnish the status report on the conditions
prevailing at present of our religious places and shrines especially regarding
Shri Vatal Bhairav Astapan, Motiyar, Rainawari, Srinagar (Kashmir).
Secondly status report of our left over educational institutions in the valley.
We pray for your kind consideration of our submissions and just orders by
your good self.
Thanking You. Yours Faithfully,
LM&«VM
C.L.Gadoo
(Co-Chairman)




Before the Human Rights Rights Commission, New Delhi.
Case No: 490/9/97-98/ F.C. /Court Case.
In the case of:
Complaint from Shri C.L.Gadoo, President Kashmiri Samiti.
And
In the matter of:
Affidavit in compliance of directions pass ional Human

Rights Commission on 18-04-2017 in the above titled case.

I, Y.P.Suman aged 57 years presently posted as Relief and
Rehabilitation Commissioner (Migrants) Jammu do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare that I am the Respondent in the above titled case. I
am fully conversant with the facts and circumstances of the case and as
such am competent to swear this affidavit on the basis of record
available in my office. I do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on the
basis of record available as under:

1. That a comprehensive package was announced by the government
of India in April, 2008 for Return and Rehabilitation of Kashmiri

Migrants in Valley.

. That among other incentives provided to Kashmiri Migrants in the
package, sanction was also accorded for employment of Kashmiri
migrants to 3000 posts. Accordingly 3000 supernumerary posts
were created by the state government for appointment of Kashmiri
Migrants.

. That in first phase, 1446 employees had joined their services in
valley upto 2010-11 and are presently serving in valley.

. That in the second phase, for remaining 1554 posts, 1443 posts
were referred to the recruiting agency viz. JRKSSRB (Jammu and
Kashmir Service Selection Recruitment Board) for inviting
application from the eligible kashmiri migrants candidates for their
gggg\dntment against these posts. For the remaining 111 posts, the

-
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answering respondent was authorized to make selections only for
Class-IV/Lab-bearer posts.

That J&KSSRB, further made selections to the aforementioned
19493 posts in two phases.

That in Ist Phase, out of 649 posts, 439 candidates were selected
and 210 posts remained unfilled due to non-avalilability of suitable
candidates.

. That in IInd Phase, out of 794 posts, <488 candidates were
selected, which are categorized as under:

Name of post No. of candidates selected

Teacher e MO0
EDP Supervisor 3
Data Entry Operator 19

’ Lab Assistant e X PEE

Junior Librarian | 1
_Social Worker ~ 39
Total = | 488
It is further submitted that during second phase of selections by
the JRKSSRB, 220 posts could not be filled due to filling of various
writ petitions by the Kashmiri migrant candidates bcfore_ the
Hon'ble High Court of Jammu and Kashmir. Moreover, remaining
86 posts are under tabulation with JKSSRB.

That among the aforementioned 488 selected candidates, <
candidates were given appointment orders. Among these <4
appointed candidates, 2 candidates were appointed against the
posts of EDP Supervisor and joined their services. However,
among 2 candidates appointed against the post of Data Entry
Operator, only 1 candidate jJoined his service.

That as of now, out of 1443 posts, selaections has been _mnde
against 927 posts, 220 posts are kept reserved due to filling of
various writ petitions by the Kashmirl migrant candidates before
the Hon'ble High Court of Jammu and Kashmir, 210 posts are

P = <
VSR B P
unfilled due to non-availability of suitable candidates for different

categories of posts and 86 Sts are under tabulati
IKSSRB. peer ulation with

10 That it is respectfully submitted that the Relief Organisation

is strictly implementing and adhering to the directions of the
Human Rights Commission and genuine migrant candidates have
already been selected and appointed against the posts by the
recrulting agencias, ’

( 5 o
el v  Deponen
Verification: ' TPIRans

verified on 22™ of May, 2017 at Jammu, that the statements made
herein above are true and correct to my knowledge and information
derived from official record.
g

Deponent
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Brief Profile of Chaman Lal Gadoo---Social Activist & Prolific Writer

Chaman Lal Gadoo born in a middle class Brahmin family in 1937 at
Srinagar, Kashmir and after completinghis early education at Srinagar moved to
Delhi for further technical education. He chose engineering as his profession. He
took active participation in student and youth movements. He took active part in
organizing the student rally, first of its kind at Srinagar on June 23, 1953 on the
Martyrdom of Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukharjee; ever since he never looked back and
the zeal to the voice of the sufferers still keeps him workingon the cause even as
an octogenarian. He became National Council Member, of National Youth
Organization (NYQ) at New Delhi, and associate Editor of its monthly youth
magazine ‘Lion Roar’ in the year 1963.

Gadoo took keen interest in Trade Union activities, represented Tata Group
Unions, Mercantile Unions and Federation of Radio & Electrical Employees
Unions of Delhi State for more than a decade as its General Secretary and launched
“Workers News’ in the year 1971. He organized workers of Electronics
Industry in the capital and represented Radio Industrial workers in its first wage-
board appointed by the Delhi Governmentin 1973.

Gadoo also served the cause of unapproved colonies of Delhi, as Vice
President of East-South Welfare Association (Regd.) in 1976 and again in 1982 as
General Secretary of Laxmi Nagar-Shakarpur Welfare Association which played a
key role in getting Laxmi Nagar and Shakarpur colonies regularized.

Chaman Lal Gadoo has spent more than last thirty years in community
welfare activities, ever since there was first attempt by communal forces in South
Kashmir to annihilate Kashmiri Hindus, way back in 1986. Politically, he is an
ardent supporter of Hindu nationalism and deeply involved in the Hindu resistance
movement, against Muslim separatism in Kashmir. He has been in the midst of the
reliefand rehabilitation of the Hindus of Kashmir, displaced in the aftermath of the
militantviolence in Kashmir during 1990. He has worked for unemployed youth,
reservation for displaced students in various universities and now working for
Healthcare of elderly and on many more burning issues like return to homeland.
He has always been sensitive to the needy.

Gadoo worked diligently for the Kashmiri Hindus’ cause, first as the
President of Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi and then President, Bharatiya Janta Party,
J&K cell, Delhi Pradesh, for more than two decades. He moved a first time
resolution at a BJP meet presided by Sh. K.N.Sahani in presence of Sh.
L.K.Advani, Smt. Sushma Suraj and other BJP leaders for abrogation of Art.370
on 28" Nov. 1995, which was unanimously approved by the full house.

Gadoo has been also President of J&K Sangam, and Kashur Sumchar, Vice-
President of All India Kashmiri Samaj for a long time. He is associated with many
other organizations like ‘The Kashmir Education, Culture and Science Society’ and
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others. He was also Vice-President of Nirmal Vedant Prachar Mandal/ Nirmal
Sadhana Ashram, Delhi. He is Co-Chairman, Joint Human Rights committee, New
Delhi and Chairman, Vidya Gauri Gadoo Research Centre, New Delhi.

Apart from working with BJP stalwarts, Gadoo worked in tandem with other
stalwarts like Shri. Ashok Singhal, President, Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) who
appreciated the booklet ‘Sri Ram Temple Movement’ and distributed the same to
leading group of lawyers who produced it as a document in Supreme Court. Gadoo
also worked with Prof. Balraj Madhok, founder Akil Bharatiya Jan Sangh, and
Shri B.L.Sharma (Prem), founder Akhand Hindustan Morcha. He was associated
with English section of its mouth-piece, Aabay Bharat, for a long time.

Chaman Lal Gadoo has organized many protest rallies, demonstrations,
seminars and press conferences to highlight genocide, ethnic cleansing and plight of
Kashmiri Hindus in exile. He has widely traveled and represented Kashmiri Hindus
at many national and international foras. He attended Kashmiri Pandit Summit held
in Hendon, London, from 18th —21st June 1997. The purpose of the Summit was to
evolve a common platform for the unified voice of all Kashmiri Pandits. He was
elected as Director of Press and Publicity & Director of Inter- Party Affairs
(National Parties) at the meet. During November 1998, he participated in a seminar at
the House of Commons, London. He also attended a meeting with lawmakers of
Indian Caucus (USA) at Washington DC on Kashmir and on plight of Kashmiri
Pandits in exile during 1998. He represented Kashmiri Hindus at ‘First Vishva
Saraswat Samelan’ during December 1999 at Mangalore.

Gadoo was invited by Hurriyat Conference leaders to hold deliberations on
Kashmiri migrants, during January 2000 but rejected the proposal, as it felt
Hurriyat was responsible for militancy in Jammu and Kashmir, killings of
hundreds of innocents, and for the ethnic cleansing of Kashmiri Pandits.

For more than twenty years Gadoo has been raising different issues with the
National Human Rights Commission like genocide and Human Rights Violations of
displaced Hindus. On his insistence before the commission, an inventory report of
left over migrant properties in the valley was furnished by J&K Government
during 2008. He also raised problems faced by displaced Hindus before Standing
Parliamentary Committee on Rehabilitation of J&K Migrants during 2007.

Gadoo’s research papers appear regularly in different magazines all over
India and abroad. He has authored several books and was associated with Dr.
M.K.Teng during the drafting of the “White Paper on Kashmir’ which was released
by Sh. K. N. Sahani, in 1996. Sh. Atal Bihari VVajpayee personally distributed the
booklet on “Human Rights Violationsin Kashmir” at an eventat UNHRC session
in Geneva during March 1994, which he had earlier released on 28th Oct. 1993 at a
symposiumon Terrorism in Kashmir and Violation of Human Rights, organized by
Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi.

174



KASHMIR HINDU SHRINES BY CHAMAN LAL GADOO

C.L.Gadoo with Sh. Kidarnath Sahani, C.L.Gadoo with Sh. B.P.Singh,
Former Governor of Goa Former Governor of Sikkim
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