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LEST WE SHOULD FORGET!
UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS
STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL DURING FIRST 14 YEARS OF VAN VAAS (1990-2003)
VOLUME I
MY EXPERIENCE WITH TRUTH!

‘They alone live who live for others’ Swami Vivekananda

The Untold Story of Kashmiri Pandits is the story of the turbulence, the
agony, the hardships the Hindu community of Kashmir had to undergo,
immediately after forced displacement from the valley. It is the story of survival in
exile and the hard facts of early nineties. Truth must be told!

An attempt has been made to present true picture of the struggle against all
odds. A unique method has been employed to tell thestory and will be of its own
class. Thereality/facts are based on National/State print media, Koshur Samachar
& Naad, the two community magazines published from New Delhi, during those
critical days and commentaries by different eminentpersons. Truth must prevail!

At the outset, | want to thank Dr. Mohan Krishen Teng who guided with his
rich knowledge and experience all along till his last, during our struggle. | am
thankful to all comrades in arms and well-wishers who encouraged me to compile
a study on our Untold Struggle for Survival during our exile from our Homeland.

| want to express my gratitude to my community members who shared at a
very crucial time the pain and anguish of our brethren who were routed out from
their ancestral homes, at gun point. We bow to them, for upholding the Dharma
and the honour of womenfolk which was in danger, at a very heavy cost. At that
critical juncture, when hell was let loose in the valley, we stood like a rock
together. | was then President, Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, the focal point for our
struggle for survival. It was a unique experience to find extra ordinary spirit and
zeal of our community members living in Delhi to find them, all out in helping
mood, when nobody even the Governmentdid not took cognizance of our miseries.
| salute to all of them!

| am indebted to all who stood together like a joint family to help displaced
brethren at a very crucial time of early nineties. Thiswas a unique experience of
togetherness of Kashmiri Hindus of Delhi NCR. Support came from all Kashmiri
Pandit organizations in India and abroad which was diverted to Jammu brethren,
where it was needed most. My sincere thanks to all overseas friends who helped
and showed concern about happenings back home. | am grateful to all those who
supported us.

| want to record my sincere thanks to Amar Colony Traders Association
under the leadership of Sh. Ram Lal Ji, who hailed from Kotli (POK), who took
charge of kitchen at Kashmir Bhawan during those turbulent days.



| am thankful to all those activists who stood with me all along during long
years of our tryst before National Human Rights Commission. Initially, All India
Kashmiri Samaj, Panun Kashmir Movement, Indo-Canadian Kashmir Forum
(ICKF), Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi and at later stage Kashmiri Pandit Conference and
Joint Human Rights Committee, New Delhi. I am thankful to Sh. Ashok Bhan,
senior advocate, who stood with me while representing Kashmiri Samiti.

| am grateful to Ms. Aditi Koul, Ms. Asha Khosa and Sh. Anil Anand,
versatile journalists and other eminent journalists for their faithful reporting of our
struggle of survival, from time to time. | am indebted to all those who’s reporting
are used in the study.

| am indebted to Sh. Kider Nath Sahani, and Sh. Madan Lal Khurana, two
great Karam Yogis, who helped and stood like rock, with us through all thick and
thin. 1 bow to them and to all those comrades who left for heavenly abode during
our struggle for survival, especially Kashmiri Hindu Martyrs, brave sons of the
soil, who fell to terrorist bullets, also Security personals who laid their lives in
defending the honour of the country.

| am indebted to all those who rendered help and support in compiling this
task. I have drawn heavily from different National Newspapers; Jammu & Kashmir
based newspapers, Koshur Samachar, Koshur Gazette and Naad. | am thankful to
them. | am also grateful to International Journal of Hindu Studies, Ms. Haley
Duschinski, Asst. Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens, for her
work “Survival Is Now Our Politics”: Kashmiri Hindu Community Identity and the
Politics of Homeland, during my tenure as President, Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi.

Finally, as President of different associations at different intervals of time,
during nineties, 1 owe to all devoted members of Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, Jammu &
Kashmir Sangam, New Delhi, and Jammu & Kashmir Cell, Bharatiya Janta Party,
Delhi Pradesh, who imposed unconditional faith in me during those hard hitting
days. | have no words to thank them all, off course a long list, who worked
selflessly and relentlessly during our VAN VAAS of early nineties.

We condemned the Human Rights Violations, Genocide and Ethnic
Cleansing of Kashmiri Hindus from the Kashmir valley. During those
turbulent days, we came out in thousands on roads and held rallies, protest
demonstrations to show our solidarity with our displaced brethren. And the rest is
history! History is relentless, it does not forget nor does it forgive!

CHAMAN LAL GADOO (AUTHOR AND SOCIAL ACTIVIST)
MARTYRS DAY
September 14, 2020
| slept, and dreamt that life was all joy,
I awoke, and saw that life was but service,
| served, and understood that service was joy! ---Rabinder NathTagore



A PAGE FROM STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL

The history of Kashmir begins with the history of the Vedic civilization of
India. The people of Kashmir are a part of the proto-Vedic people of India, who
have inhabited Kashmir from the most ancient times, going back to the latter stone-
age culture of the Indian people who lived in the whole of the north of India.
Hindus of Kashmir claim themselves to be Saraswat Brahmins and trace their
ancestory to the Saraswat Brahmins living along the course of the legendry river
Saraswati, which formedthe cradle of Vedic civilization of India.

Evidence is available of the close contact between the people of the Saraswati
civilization and people of Kashmir. Nilmat era of the Hindu history of Kashmir
followed the disappearance of the river Saraswati. Nilmat Purananarrates; “sixty
five rituals and festivals, were celebrated with great devotion, faith, pomp and
show. Some of the rituals and festivals find mention in other Puranas also. Some of
these are celebrated even today in Kashmir, like Kaw Poonim and Yaksha Mavas
(Kechri Mavas). It is generally thought that the Puranatalk of rituals and festivals
of Nagas only, and these being adopted by Aryan Saraswat Brahmins of Kashmir,
which is not so. Many of the rituals, festivals and days are common with those
followed by Aryans in Bharatvarsha or emanating from Vedas.

Kashmiri Hindushave arich cultural heritage. They possessed numerous
religious endowments and shrines. Many Hindu monarchs built numerous elegant
temples, some of these still exist. The Shiv- Shakti cult, the Mahayana Buddhism
and even the Kamasutra originated from Kashmir. There is lot of literature on
religion, history, philosophy and lovelore on Kashmir, as much as 35 percent of
Sanskrit literature came from Kashmir. The Shiva philosophy got new dimensions
in the folklore, in the Lalla VVakh of Saint Lalleshwari. Buddhism, VVaisnavismand
Shaivism flourished side by side in Kashmir. Emperor Ashoka brought Buddhism
to the valley. Three centuries later, Emperor Kanishka convened the Fourth
Buddhist Council in Kashmir, which led to the founding of its Mahayana sect.
Buddhist missionaries from Kashmir carried it to Central Asia and China.
Lalitaditya Muktapida was the greatest Hindu emperor Kashmir has ever produced.
He built anumber of new towns with temples of great archaeological importance.
“There was not a township, no village, no river, no island where this king did not
lay down a sacred foundation.” writes Kalhana in Rajatarangni.

Islam spread quickly in Kashmir because there was large-scale persecution
of Hindus and their forcible conversion during the Muslim rule. During the reign
of Sultan Sikander (1389-1413), nicknamed ‘Butshikan’, only 11 Hindu families
survived conversion, and first mass migration of Kashmiri Pandits to plains took
place. He destroyed hundreds of temples and built mosques in their place and with
their material.



With the collapse of the Mughal Empire in 1752, Kashmir was taken over
by the Afghans. This was perhaps the worst period in the annals of Kashmir
unheard of in human history.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh conquered Kashmir from Afghan’s in 1819. Sikhs
ruled Kashmir till 1846.Within four months of Sikh rule census was conducted in
Kashmir. The population stood at 6 Lakhs and out of that only 28,000 were
Kashmiri Pandits!

The Dogras ruled the State from 1846 to 1947 till India got independence
from the British rule. The last Dogra ruler of Jammu and Kashmir State, Maharaja
Hari Singh, signed the Instrument of Accession to unite his domains with the State
of Indian Union. Soon after, tribals and regulars from Pakistan invaded the State
but the Indian security forces repulsed the attack and pushed the invaders out. In
January 1949, a ceasefire agreement was concluded bet ween In dia and Pakistan
with one-third of the state territories still remaining under the illegal occupation of
Pakistan. Indiaaccorded special status to Jammu and Kashmir under Article 370 of
the Constitution.

The creation of Pakistan in 1947 was a landmark in the struggle for the
unification of the Muslim Ummah. Ever since Pakistan was created, it has
followed a sustained policy of thrust for expansion towards the east, as a major
strategy to spread across Jammu & Kashmir and take the Muslim power to the
predominantly Muslim regions of Central Asia, Mongolia and Sinkiang.

Kashmiri Hindus, usually called Kashmiri Pandits are historically and
traditionally a community of scholars, intellectuals, efficient professionals,
administrative workforce and have passion for education, and acommunity which
is almost cent percent educated in varied disciplines. It was thus an unbearable
oppression for them when the State authorities worked assiduously and strictly
towards restricting their admissions to higher educational courses and institutions.
Simultaneously, their opportunities to enter State Government employment were
also slashed. Their landed properties were taken over under the grab of ‘Land to
Tillers” and under the cover of laws which were unconstitutional, unfair and
unequal. State Government changed the names of 684 villages, which had Hindu
names by a Government order No. REV/S/340 of 1981 dated 13-10-1981. The
Muslimisation of the various political and economic processes had begun earlier
and the minoritiesin Kashmir were at the receiving end.

The Hindus have loved their land with greater spiritual and social
commitments than the Muslims, because they are not imposters and they have been
living in the valley, generation after generation, over thousands of years. They
possess a greater sense of belonging, being the original inhabitants and owners of
the rich ancestral heritage and have their roots in the geography of the land. They
are not conquerors; they have risen from their soil!



UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS

‘Kashmir, a Hindu kingdom, which had touched the pinnacles of
glory under the Karkotas and later the Utpalas, extending its territories, north and
east as well as west, and which had become a major military power in the north
of India, passed under the Muslim rule early in fourteenth century, when a
Tibetan fugitive, Rinchen seized the throne of the kingdom. Rinchen was
supported in his st ruggle for power by Shah Mir, a Muslim adventurer and
soldier of fortune, who had taken service in the kingdom of Kashmir, and had

risen to power and position, with the patronage of the Hindu kings.
Baharistan-i-Shahi, a Persian work, written in 1614 AD, and recently
translated into English, by Dr.Kashi Nath Pandita, a noted Persian scholar and an
expert in Central Asian Studies, reveals the truth. Baharistan-i-Shahi narrates; “At
this time only a handful of people in Kashmir have embraced Islam. Most of the
people were infidels or dissemblers. But when Rin chen thought of embracing a
religion, and associating himself with acommunity, he made en quires about the
principles and laws of their religion from the savantsamong the infidels and the
learned men of the times. They beseeched him to join their fold. The Muslims also
put before him, the principles and teachings of the Islamic faith and invited him to
embrace their religion. But owing to serious differences among the two religious
groups, and the disagreement prevailingamong the two religious groups he was
not able to reach any decision. Each community considered its religion the true one
and each group induced him to embrace its religion. He was in a fix because of th e
serious differences and glaring contradictions in the views of their communities.
Their heated discussions and discourses led him to no satisfactory conclusions.
However, blessed as he was with a dispensation for justice, for ‘God helps those
who help themselves,’ he found the right path. He firm ly decided that he would
embrace the religion of the first man; he would meet in the street after coming out
of his house the next morning. He also decided to join the community to which the
man belonged.”Baharistan-i-Shahi notes further; “Next morning he came out of his
house. The rays of the sun of divine guidance, bringing every object from darkness
to light, librated him from darkness of ignorance and disbelief; for all of a sudden,
in the neighborhood of his mansion, he saw a Darvish offering Namaz (the Muslim
way of praying), with full devotion. He went towards him, when the Darvish had
finished his prayer; Rinchen held him by the hand and brought him to his house.
Then he called on an interpreter who knew his languages.” After having asked the
Darvish his name and his religion, he was told by the Darvish his name was Bulbul
Qalandar and his religion was Islam, and that he was a member of the sect of Shah
Nematullah Wali of the Shia sect. There upon Rinchen embraced Islam and
became the first Shia Muslim ruler of Kashmir assuming the name of Sultan
Shams-U-Din.’ (Kashmir-Hindu Religious Culture by C.L.Gadoo



CHAPTER I, UNTOLDSTORY OF KASHMIRIPANDITS
THE SAGA OF SURVIVAL!

Terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir is a process of political violence which
has specified political commitments aimed to separate Jammu and Kashmir State
from India and secure its annexation to Pakistan. The second major dimension of
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir is the terrorists' aim to exterminate Hindu
population in the Kashmir valley because Hindus do not accept the secession of the
state from India and its annexation to Pakistan nor do they accept to be governed
by the authority which derives its sanction from the law and precedent of Islam.
The Hindus have always supported accession of the state to India. They have,
undeniably, formed the most powerful support base for India in Kashmir. They
were always in the forefront of the struggle against secessionism, communalism,
fundamentalism and the various movements for annexation of the state to Pakistan.
A lot of crap is being peddled out about Kashmiri Pandits having a dominant
position in Kashmir whereas facts speak a different story. The basic fact is that
the Muslims are ruling elite in Kashmir. They dominate the entire economic
organization and enjoy communal precedence in social forums. Islam is virtually
the official religion of the state. They have three-fourth share in legislative bodies,
administrative organizations and all the local government institutions. In the
Kashmir province, Hindus have no elected representation in local bodies. They
constitute less than 5 percent of the administrative services of the State and have
less than 1percent share in higher cadres of the state administration. Muslim
monopolizes 94 percent of the state services in Kashmir. More than 90 percent of
the admissions to professional, technical and other educational institutions are
reserved for Muslims in one form or the other. In financial sphere, the Muslims
own 96 percent of agricultural lands, orchards and other urban landed estates. They
enjoy monopoly over the entire industrial organizations, trade and commerce,
financial resources and exports from the province of Kashmir. The pressure tactics
and persecution that the Pandits faced in Kashmir drove almost half their number
out of their homes during the four decades of the Indian independence in search of
their livelihood. The rest of them were forcefully flushed out in 1990, when
Islamic terrorist struck the valley and a large number of minority community
members were murdered in cold blood, tortured, raped, temples desecrated, their
property looted and burnt.

The rumblings of the storm which engulfed Kashmiri Pandits were heard long
before it swept the valley. The ultimate and devastating blow came on January 19,
1990, late in the night, when hell was let loose. The total breakdown of the law and
order machinery spread a deep sense of insecurity, which was so severe that the
most of the Pandits fled the valley and migrated to Jammu and Delhi in the dark
hours of the night, with their shirts on!
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In Jammu, where the refugees poured in thousands, the State Government
failed to rise to the occasion and provide temporary shelter and relief to the
hundreds of thousands of the Hindus sprawling on the streets in the temple city of
Jammu. Were it not for the yeoman service of the voluntary Hindu organizations,
which immediately swung into action to organize relief for the refugees, hunger
and disease would have taken a heavy toll of the unfortunate people, who had
suddenly been thrown into the wilderness. No help came from any quarter. Silence
of death fell on the liberals, the protagonists of secularism, the radicals and the rest.
GitaBhawan, atemple complex situated in the heart of the Jammu city, adjacent to
the Shiva Temple, was converted into a reception-cum-transit camp, where the
Hindu refugees arriving from Kashmir, disembarked. The various Hindu
organizations of Jammu, which had organized relief for the Hindu refugees
arriving in thousands from the Kashmir valley, established a broad-based relief
committee constituted of several prominent Hindu leaders of Jammu and Kashmir.
The organisation was named the Sahayata Samiti. Pandit Amar Nath VVaishnavi, a
prominent Hindu leader and social activist, was appointed the Vice-President of
the Samiti. Vaishnavi was actually put in control of the function of the Samiti. In
Delhi, the other main place, where the refugees arrived in large numbers, the work
of relief and rehabilitation was taken up by the Kashmiri Samiti Delhi, headed by
Chaman Lal Gadoo, an indefatigable social worker.

In Delhi, a regular camp was organized at Kashmir Bhawan, the head-
quarters of Kashmiri Samiti, where thousands of our displaced brethren lived in
rotation. A regular free kitchen was started with help of local market association
and others. Clothes and essential items like toothpaste, soaps etc. were provided to
the persons staying in the transit camp.

An all party meeting was held in Kashmir Bhawan on 4rth March 1990.
Sarvshri K.N.Sahani, Jatehdar Richpal Singh, Nawang Gorpe, Bhim Singh
addressed the Biradari members. All speakers expressed sympathy and assured all
possible help.

Recollecting the history of human tragedy of Kashmir, a massive protest rally
was organized by Kashmiri Samiti Delhi, on 8th March 1990 from Red Fort to
Boat Club. Thousands of young and old — men and women participated in the
march. The rally converted itself a public meeting which was addressed by Sh.
Krishan Lal Sharma and Prof. Vijay Kumar Malhotra (both from BJP), Jathedar
Richpal Singh (Akali Dal, Master Tara Singh Group), Sh. Bhim Singh (Panther
Party), Brig. R.N.Madan, AIKS President and by C.L.Gadoo President KSD.
Thereafter, a memorandum was submitted to the Prime Minister urging him to
consider seriously the happening in Kashmir and more so at the plight of Hindu
minority of the bleeding valley.
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The rally was followed by visit to Kashmir Bhawan by the members of all
Advisory Committee headed by Sh. George Fernandes, then the Union Minister of
Kashmir Affairs on March 14, 1990. Sh. Fernandes heard the refugees from
Kashmir. As per suggestion of Sh. George Fernandes, a delegation under the
leadership of Sh. C.L.Gadoo met in the office Sh. Fernandes on 15 March 1990.
After this meeting, the Government opened the camps and registration for refugees
immediately. Samiti had series of meetings with Sh. George Fernandes, Minister
for J & K Affairsand Sh. Subodh Kant Sahay, Minister of State for Home Affairs
and apprised them genuine problems of those persons who were forcefully driven
out from the valley. Meanwhile, Central Government declared Kashmiri Samiti,
Delhi as Nodal Agency for relief and rehabilitation of refugees from Kashmir.

A day long Dharna was organized by Kashmiri Samiti on March 20, 1990

at the residence of Sh. Goerge Fernandes, Minister for Kashmir Affairs. A large
number of Kashmiri Pandits joined the protest. Deputy Commissioner of Delhi
promised on behalf of the Minister, who was out of Delhi, of speedy relief to the
refugees. The protest rally on 8 March 1990 in Delhi, the march from Red Fort to
Boat Club, when thousands of protestors, young, old, women and even children,
carrying play cards and raising slogans against Pakistan sponsored terrorism and
onslaught on Kashmiri Hindus by Muslim fundamentalists, throughout the long
route caught the attention of the Government and general public at large. The rally
for survival of the sufferingcommunity, the glimpse as captured by print media on
the same day, then;

R 4

12



A PAGE FROM RECENT HISTORY
Communal violence that rocked Kashmir Valley during the fateful last week

of February 1986 has taken a heavy toll in terms of not only the trail devastation it
has left behind but also the damage it has inflicted on the psyche of a whole
community of Kashmiri Pandits. (A Report by Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi)
RIOTS IN KASHMIR DURING 1986

‘Anti-Hindu riots in north Kashmir began in the township of Anantnag in
1986. The riots engulfed the whole of the south Kashmir and spread to the district
of Baramulla in north-west of Kashmir. Mobs at tacked the Hindus, burnt their
homes and then destroyed their temples and places of worship. The reports of the
anti-Hindu riots evoked sharp reaction from Hindus in the Indian capital, New
Delhi. Arya Samaj and the Bharatiya Janata Party sent their fact finding teams to
Anantnag and the other affected places in the Kashmir province. The Bharatiya
Janata Party team was headed by Shri Kedar Nath Sahani, asenior leader, of the
party. The Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, the frontline organization of the Kashmiri
Hindus living in Delhi, also sent a team of its members to Kashmir to report on the
anti-Hindu riots and the damage done to the Hindus shrines and temples.

The Kashmiri Samiti team constituted of a Committee which was headed
by Shri J.L.Bhat, President of the Samiti and four other members, Sh. M.L. Kaul,
Capt. M.K. Kachru, Sh. Deepak Bhan and Sh. J.N. Tikoo. The Committee went
from village to village, collecting information about the damage done to the
Hindus in the riots. The five members fact-finding Committee of the Kashmiri
Samiti arrived in Srinagar on March 15. The Committee visited the worst affected
villages of Dhanav, Wanpoh, Lok Bhawan, Bijbehara, Pampore, besides Srinagar.
They also met the representatives of all affected areas individually and severally.’

(Kashmir—Hindu Shrines by Chanman Lal Gadoo)
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A Report by Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi
‘Members of the fact finding committee observed during their visit that
almost all Hindu temples in the Anantnag District have been severely damaged and
desecrated, priceless architectural treasures and idols broken asa real reminiscent
of the dark days of Sikandar, the Iconoclast.

All evidence points to deep-rooted and sinister conspiracy to exterminate
the Hindu minority of Kashmir. The marauders came for attack when most of the
men folk were away at work. Whenever men came their way, they were subjected
to severe beating, some of them having been injured seriously. Even tethered cows
were beaten up mercilessly merely because these belonged to Hindus.

Even though the violence has abated, an air of despondency and deep
sense of insecurity and fear prevails amongst the Kashmiri Pandits, who are even
now threatened with dire consequences. Posters issued in the name of
fundamentalist and pro-Pakistan organizations like Muslim Militia and Al-Jehad
continue to surface in Srinagar and elsewhere in the valley preaching hatred
against the minority community.

The minority community is badly shaken and has no faith in the
administration which, it thinks, has in many cases acted in collusion with
fundamentalists and anti-national forces. It is apparent that without the connivance
of like-minded elements in the State administration, these forces could not have
wrought the destruction they did.

The brutalized atmosphere prevailing in Kashmir valley speaks of a definite
design to squeeze out this tiny minority. Therefore, large scale exodus of the scared
Pandits appearsto bein the offing.’

m

AN ACCOUNT WHICH SPEAKS FOR
ITSELF

1. Houses damaged /burnt = 338
2. Temples icooted /desecrated/

damaged./ burnt = 855
. Business establishment

damaged /looted./ burnt = 30
. Kothars (godowns) cowsheds

destroyed = 20
. School/cremation ground

shed demolished = 2
6. Houses icoted = 62
7. Vehiclesdamaged./ burnt = 7
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A Brief History of Kashmiri Hindu Associations outside Jammu & Kashmir

‘Kashmiri Hindus migrated out of Kashmir Valley in significant numbers
during the colonial period, with migrant communities engaging in considerable
self-conscious reflection on the preservation of cultural identity, values, and
traditions under conditions of political adversity and social change. As Henny
Sender (1988) has shown, Kashmiri Hindu community associations flourished
outside the Valley in the nineteenth and early twentieth century among community
members living in the areas that were then known as the Northwestern Provinces
and Oudh, the British province of Punjab, and some of the princely states of central
India, Rajputana, and the Punjab. As urban elites who had worked in government
service for generations, Kashmiri Hindus in these areas formed Kashmiri mohallas
(enclaves) in the northern towns, such as Amritsar, Allahabad, Agra, Lahore, and
Lucknow, which were the centers of the former imperial and princely courts. These
towns “were the nerve centers of Kashmiri Pandit life, linking Kashmiris in these
cities through kin, biradari, and marriage relationships with their caste-fellows
scattered all over northern India” (Pant 1987: xv).’

‘New associations emphasizing preservation of the social valuesand cultural
traditions of the dispersed community emerged among these urban elites after
Indian Independence. One of the earliest of these new associations was the
Kashmiri Pandit Association at VVaranasi, founded prior to Independence, in 1946,
by students and faculty affiliated with Banaras Hindu University (Dhar 1995).
Anotherprominent association was the Kashmir Sabha Calcutta, which formally
adopted its constitution in 1955 and pursued regular activities in the 1960s,
including festival celebrations for Navreh, Shivaratri and Krishna Janam Ashtami,
children’s functions, community outings, and publication of amonthly newsletter.
These local associations were brought together under an umbrella organization
called the All India Kashmir Samaj (AIKS), formed in Allahabad in 1979 under
the leadership of Justice P. N. Bakshi, whohad also founded the Uttar Pradesh
Kashmiri Sama;j’. (Dhar 1995)

‘Community members, through the work of community associations, made
self-conscious efforts to preserve their distinctive identity as Kashmiri Brahmanas
while participating in theworld of the Urdu-speaking elite in northern India.

These AIKS biradari units in the 1980s fostered and preserved a sense of
cultural identity by holding meetings, functions, picnics, and celebrations. They
also addressed community concerns, including the dowry system, education and
employment problems, preservation of cultural heritage, and propagation of the
Kashmiri language. Delhi, known as the oldest and largest Kashmiri Hindu center
outside Kashmir since the Mughal period, became a focal point of biradari activity
after Indian Independence. A group of Kashmiri Hindus in Delhi founded the

15



Kashmiri Cooperative House Building Society in 1950, purchasing 26 acres of
land in South Delhi, at Kalkaji, in order to develop an enclave for community
members “with the definite objective of maintaining and perpetuating their culture
and traditions” This area developed into Pamposh Enclave, with approximately
150 plots, ranging from 200 to 700 square yards, for residential purposes (A. Raina
1995:). The Kashmiri Samiti Delhi emerged in the 1950s, with many of its
members located in Pamposh Enclave, and began circulating a community
magazine, Koshur Samachar, in the 1970s. (A. Raina 1995: 552)’

~ Kashmiri Samiti Delhi honours eminent Kashmiri Pandits

s A N | /7y R—
NTE AN, VAISINGU!

Shri H.N. Jattu

S/Sh. Subash Dhar, Sunil Shakdhar, Dr.Shakti Bhan, C.L.Gadoo, honours
two eminent KP leaders Pandit Amar Nath VVaishnavi and Pandit H. N. Jattu
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KASHMIRI SAMITIDELHI

‘In the 1990s, the Kashmiri Samiti Delhi emerged as the most influential
community organization in the country by managing the large numbers of migrants
who migrated to the capital city and also by negotiating with elected leaders at the
city, state, and national levels for relief. Beginning in late 1989, the Kashmiri
Samiti Delhi opened the community hall of the Kashmir Bhawan to individuals
and families who had nowhere to stay in the capital city, providing temporary
shelter for hundreds of Kashmiri Hindus before the municipal governmentgranted
the migrants, community halls as migrant camps in neighborhoods throughout the
city. Families lived in these camps temporarily, for months or years, before finding
rental accommodation elsewhere in the city. Families chose to live in themas long
as possible in order to save money, in some cases, and participate fully in the
political life of the community, in others. The Kashmiri Samiti Delhi also
coordinated relief efforts by appealing to the Delhi municipal government and the
Central Government for the establishment of transit camps, the provision of cash
stipends, and the distribution of rations to the migrants. It became recognized by
the Union Government as the nodal agency for displaced Kashmiri Hindus.’
International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant
Professor of Anthropology at OhIO UnlverS|ty Athens

Dr M.K. Teng - } Padamshrt ]. \ Kaul

S/Sh. Nanjee Raina, Subash Dhar, Sunil Shakdhar, Dr. Shakti Bhan honours
two eminent Kashmiri Pandits Dr. M.K.Tengand Padamshri J.N.Kaul
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DEDICATION DAY
The rumblings of the storm which engulfed Kashmiri Pandits were heard long
before it swept the valley. The assassination of Pandit Tika Lal Taploo, BJP State
Vice President, a leading lawyer and a leading member of the community on
September 14, 1989 sent shock waves to the entire Kashmiri Pandit community of
Delhi. The lone organization KSD was revamped. | took over the reins of Samiti on
27-11-1989. Kashmiri Samiti decided to hold a seminar of Kashmiri Pandits on
December 25, 1989 to discuss situation back home. All the past presidents of Samiti
and members of the executive in the past were invited also invitation was sent far and
wide. During the seminar members deliberated on how to counter the separatist
challenge. The successful function was initially presided over by Prof. R. K. Bhan,
and later taken over by Pandit S.L. Shakhdar. In case of any eventuality, long term
and short term plans were prepared. It was also decided to declare the day as the
Dedication Day (Sankalp Divas) and September 14, as Martyrs day (Balidan Divas).
The mistakes of history
On December 12, 1989 a request letter was sent to the Kashmiri Pandits
requesting to attend an extraordinary meeting in Delhi. | was sent a copy also. The
letter was noteworthy in its restraint and appeal. Little did we know what horror would
await us on January 19, 1990 and thereafter- Rakesh Kaul
Coming events cast their shadows before them. This letter is historical. Amit Gurtu
INVITATION LETTER

i ezslerrairi Secrridi. Delii: (FRegdl.)

G"T’:" L:.l. Gacoo KASHMIAR BHAVWARN,
Pre an KASHMIR BHAVWAN MARG.

A co NEWVW DELHI-1I0O024
a7t al = WSS OEUE=IES
PR N o s e e s Dal.d.....P.’.?..‘.‘Tg.'.‘l..qa

Dear Pandit Sahab,
Namaskaxr.

M exTraory meeting of the Executive Body

of the Kashmiri Samiti Delhi will be held on
25.12.1989, at 2,30 PM, at Kashmixr Bhawan
#smax Colony,Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi.lloo2«4, to
discuss the present situation in the Valley of

Kashmirxr in commection with the sufferings of
OSour Biradari therxre.

You are, therefore, Treguested to make it
convanient to sttend the meeting as a
Special Invitee, for yourx valuable suggestions.

with xTegarxds.,

Yourxs Sincexely,

(Chame Lal Gadoo)
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KASHMIRI SAMITI DELHI

(VANGUARD OF STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL IN NCR DELHI)

At Jammu, Sahita Samiti, Geeta Bhawan, headed by Pandit Amar Nath
Vaishnavi and Kashmir Pandit Sabha, Amphalla, headed by Dr. Kaushalia Wali,
took charge of displaced persons from the valley. In Delhi, the main place of
refuge, the Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, took up the work of relief and rehabilitation. A
transit camp was set up at Kashmir Bhawan itself for the displaced persons who
were later shifted to 14 other camps in Delhi. The Samiti organized seminars,
demonstrations, public rallies and raised their voice against human rights
violations, genocide and ethnic cleansing of Kashmiri Hindus. Unheard displaced
Kashmiri Hindus, who became refugees in their own country, resorted to peaceful
protestsand demonstrations for the reprisal for their just demands!

Kashmiri Samiti Delhi started Registration of refugees at Kashmir

Bhawan itself, which was later taken over by Delhi Administration at a later date
Registration of Kashmiri Migrants (1-1-1990 to30-6-1991)
Total registered migrant families in Delhi—18507 families
Drawing relief—3748 families staying in camps---369 families
Kashmiri Migrant Camps in Delhi;  Kailash Colony (GK 1)—6 families,
Krishna Market (Lajpat Nagar)—24families, South Extention ---20 families,
Ali Ganj (Lodhi Road) --- 22families, Begum Pur (Malviya Nagar)---14 families,
Hauz Rani (Malviya Nagar)---32 families, Bapu Dham---40 families,
New MotiNagar---31 families, Baljit Nagar(West Patel Nagar)---40 families,
Mangol Puri (N Block)-50 families, (M Block)-15 families, Sultan Puri-36families,
Pa}lika Dham-18 families, Nand Nagri(East Delhi)-21families. Total 369families.
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Smt. Nancy Kaul along with other activists, the vanguard of Mater Shakti
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KASHMIRI SAMITI DELHI
Annual Havan was conducted on Hura Ashtami 1990, for peace and prosperity of Indian
Nation & welfare of suffering people. A large number of community members along with BJP
leaders and members of Amar Colony Market Association participated and took Prasad after
Havan. To name a few S/Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani, Madan Lal Khurana, Shatargun Sinha, Ram Lal
and others participated. A great sense of togetherness prevailed during Havan and thereafter.
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KASHMIRI SAMITIDELHI

Apart from two BJP stalwarts Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani and Sh. Madan Lal
Khurana, two sympathetic top officials of NCT Delhi Government Ms. Rita
Kumar, Director and Sh.G.S. Negi Development Commissioner of Delhi helpedus
most. They visited Kashmir Bhawan Camp off and on. They were instrumental in
building wash-room cum toilet block at Kashmir Bhawan for the inmates on an
emergency basis. Not only that there were instructions with concerned officials to
sort out day to day problems of displaced persons at spot. Even after allotment of
camps for displaced brethren these official used to visit those camps and help the
intimates. May God bless them!

At a later date, | met Sh. Negi, at a function organized at Sikkim House in
New Delhi, by Sh. K.N.Sahani, Governor, Sikkim, who introduced the chief
secretary, of Sikkim Sh. Negi to me. We met warmly. | reminded Negi ji of his
good work while Dev. Commissioner of NCT Delhi for displaced Kashmiri
Pandits in distress. Perhaps, it is because of their prayers has brought you this rank
so soon, which he gracefully acknowledged.

GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHNI .
(OFFICE OF THE DEVELOPMENT COMMISS IONKR/
SECRETARY (REVENUE)

5/9 UNDER HILL ROAD, DELHI-54

N""rf*\ T ‘1 ( “'»\{ e ) 35S Y ?‘\ Dated: ~3 }( "/ '-’x/q

MEETING NOTICE

A meeat ing will Lre held in the chamber of Dove l opmaent
Commimmsioner/ Secretary (Revenue ) at 579 Undex Hill Road on
6.5, 1998 at - 00 g .m. to dimcumm the matter relating to the

problema of Jammu & Kashmir migranta.

The following offilcern nre reqgquemsted to kindly make i1t

convenient to attend the mest ing.
(1) Dy. Commianioner (Centenl)
(2) Ly . Commiassioner {South)

(%) Dy Commimmione: (Wemnt )

(4) Dy. Commiasnioner (New Delhnd)
({(5) Dy. Commimmioner (North-Eamst )

f
A |
\n 'n
~/ ——\
(M.l.. SHARMA)
P.S. TO DEV.COMMISSIONER

Copy to

= Mr. G.L. Gadoo
Premidoent
Kasbhmi

- with the roedguest to

attend the meet Ing.
Samiti, Delhi (Regd.)

ri
Kashmir hawan Marg
Amar Colony, Lo lpat Nagar=-1Vv
New Delhi-24




MEETING WITH US CONGRESSMAN STEPHEN J. SOLARZ

A long, purposeful and fruitful meeting was held with US Congressman
Stephen j. Solarz, Chairman, House of Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs
on 31st.May 1990 at New Delhi. The delegation comprised of Dr. M.K.Teng,
Dr. K. Warikoo, Dr. Utpal Kaul, and Sh. Vijay Tikoo and led by C.L.Gadoo.
Kashmiri Pandits in USA like Sh. K.L.Koul, Sh.H.L.Fotedar, Dr. Vijay Sazawal
and others had also met Mr. Solarz earlier. Congressman Stephen Solarz of New
York was at one time (in 1990) the ONLY pro India Congressman in the U.S.
Congress. He was at a loss to comprehend why India has treated Kashmiri Hindus
so poorly. Times of India, 15 November 1991, reports; ‘How in the US, the
Pakistan lobbyists had Commissioned a professional firm for a million-dollar
campaign on human rights violations in Kashmir and the right of self-
determination for Kashmir, had been vindicated by Kanaiya Lal Kaul's, executive
secretary of the Indo-American Kashmir Forum and President of the Kashmir
oversees Association, and Hiralal Fotedar's, President of the Indo-American
Kashmir Forum, statements during their official visit to Kashmir during
November, 1991 to assess the conditions of the Kashmir refugees and to document
facts to be presented to the world community. They also said, "the Pakistan-based
organisations in the US and Britain were trying to project alleged human rights
violations by India in Kashmir deliberately ignoring other human rights abuses by
the terrorist organisations. And not surprisingly, Congressmen like Burton gave in
to their false and motivated propagandaand indulges in India-bashing time and
again...” Congressman Solarz was spearheading a campaign against these
Burton-cohorts, and supporting and understanding the- human rights problems in
India particularly of Kashmiri Hindus.

At a later date during my personal visit to US, Dr. Vijay Sazawal was
gracious enough to invite me for a discussion with US Congressmen at his
residence. | had a night long meeting with Congressman Sherrod Brown and
others. | informed them about the developments in Kashmir and the plight of
Kashmiri Hindus. The Human Rights Violations of minorities of Kashmir, Ethnic
cleansing and Genocide of Kashmiri Hindus, the original inhabitants, was
discussed in detail. The destruction of the social base of the Hindus by desecration
and destruction of their places of worship, looting, burning their properties and
business houses, flushing out Hindus who refuse to submit to the terrorist dictates,
by force, fear of death, fear of conversion and criminal assault on their women was
taken very seriously. They were sad to know about our untold miseries. The US
Congressmen assured to persuade the US Government and the Indian Government
to adopt a more sympathetic policy towards exiled community.
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In Honor of Congressman Stephen J.Solarz,
chairnan, Rouse Subcommittee on Aaian and P ~i¢‘iﬂc A&;!x’i-’an'.

L BOOCSS ext
L EO9086

‘ '..“‘.Ilr
‘m‘hmlﬁ B-mid Delhi
Knmnhtw-;.vw COIW
agar -
New Delhi, India 110024

Dear Mr. Gadoo:

1 very much enjoyed meeting at Vijay Sazawal’s home recently. Ourconvenatiou
was enjoyable and enlightening. p.reiZ:l“m-ly th:Zimuon concerning Kashmir and India.

Please be assured that I will continue to thppﬁ;htqfdnlﬁuﬂwdﬂl’mwtha
mdmp.mu.s.uwmlmm an effort to facilitate the community’s.
‘eventual return home with dignity and full security

Thank you for all your hard work. I hope our paths will cross again in the near future.

Sincerely,

= b'tmk smmfomm

i Tor ey She Beown for . -

w-mn—um&——m-ﬂ—“
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Displaced Kashmiri Pandits protest Government’s apathy
Kashmiri Pandits are the victims of the government's apathy, since Delhi
Administration has expressed its inability to continue monthly financial assistance due
to paucity of funds to relief holders. The Government does not understand that
displaced Kashmiri Pandits are the victims of the circumstances; they are the victims of
militancy and were displaced from their homeland for no fault of theirs. Kashmiri
Samiti is preparing for a long drawn protest program to face the Government apathy.
HINDUSTAN TIMES June 29, 1990 REPORT
T e "We cannof see ourw
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KASHMIRI PANDIT’S DILEMMA

In political manifestos, speeches, and slogans, Hindu nationalist parties
highlighted the plight of the Kashmiri Hindu migrant community, arguing that secular
political leaders had implemented policies to appease Kashmiri Muslims for decades in
order to demonstrate their commitment to the principles of secular nationalism, but had
failed to provide adequate protection to the minority Kashmiri Hindu community
simply because they shared the religious affiliation of the Indian majority. In this way,
Hindu nationalist rhetoric presented the anxieties of the Kashmiri Hindu migrant
community as a mirror of the anxieties of the Indian middle classes, who felt
themselves vulnerable to increasing mobilization among minority and impoverished
classes. This position also enabled Hindu nationalist political parties to strengthen their
claim as the defenders of national boundaries and national interests in India.
(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor of
Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)

KSD attends twog_ay seminar organized by ASKPC at JAMMU

THE KASHMIR TIMES, MONDAY, JULY 186, 1390 l
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KASHMIRI PANDITS

‘Kashmiri Hindus are a numerically small yet historically privileged cultural
and religious community in the Muslim-majority region of Kashmir Valley in Jammu
and Kashmir State in India. They all belong to the same caste of Sarasvat Brahmanas
known as Pandits. In 1989-90, the majority of Kashmiri Hindus living in Kashmir
Valley fled their homes at the onset of conflict in the region, resettling in towns and
cities throughout India while awaiting an opportunity to return to their homeland. After
their migration, the community became caught up in highly politicized national debates
about secularism, governance, and the state’s responsibility to its citizens in India.....
The emergence of the Kashmiri Hindu migrant community as a powerful political actor
in the 1990s was framed by the rise of Hindu nationalism, as the Bharatiya Janata Party
and its affiliate members of the Sangh Parivar increasingly articulated a conservative,
populist form of political mobilization associated with the “saffron wave” of Hindu
nationalism.” (International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski,
Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)

INDIAN EXPRESS AUGUST 22, 1990 REPORTS
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Memorandum submitted to President of India by Kashmiri Samiti.

Another Massive Rally by Kashmiri Pandits from Jantar Mantar to Boat
Club and Protest Demonstration attended by number of Political Leaders

On August 21, 1990, a massive rally was organized by Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi
to protest about negligence of Central and State Governments towards apathy of
displaced persons from the valley. Hundreds of children, women and men participated.
A march was taken out from Jantar Mantar to Boat Club in Delhi, by shouting
demonstrators with play cards and banners highlighting hardships faced by displaced
persons. At Boat Club leaders from different political parties addressed the
demonstrators and showed their sympathy and assured their help. Sh. L.K.Advani, Sh.
K.N.Sahani, Sh.M.L.Khurana(BJP), Sh. Saifuddin Chaudhury CPI(M) MP, Brig.
R.N.Madan, President AIKS, Sh. A.N.Vaishnavi, President ASKPC,(Jammu) and
C.L.Gadoo, President KSD. Later, 8 pages comprehensive memorandum was
submitted to Hon. Sh. R.Veankataraman, President of India, main points reads; ‘The
main objective of the terrorists is to create an Islamic State out of Kashmir and secede
from India. Many houses of the minority community have been looted and burnt down
or damaged. Temples, Shrines, places of pilgrimage, Ashrams, cremation grounds etc.,
desecrated and seized by the terrorists. Another aspect is that Islamic schools, should
have been banned, but those are being run in whole of Kashmir that breed whole new
generation of rabid communalists full of hatred for the kafir.

The demands include proper accommodation, regular supply of rations, regular
monthly payments of pensions and salaries should be made to the uprooted persons at
their current stations and arrears should be released. Admissions to the students must
be thrown open at their current places of living. Each displaced family must be helped
to tide over their calamity by means of monthly aid in cash to be raised from present
Rs. 500 to Rs. 2500. Well established businesses have been completely uprooted. They
must be aided and compensated.’

Migrants &iaai
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A MASSIVE PROTEST RALLY AT BOAT CLUB ON 21 AUGUST 1990

Sh. L.K.Advani, Sh.M.L.Khurana and C.L.Gadoo addressing at Boat Club
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THE STATESMAN August 22 1990 REPORTS

Dcleneeless and helplesd Kulunlrl m!:rants on dharna at New Delhi's Boat Club lawns on 'l‘nesdny.
The Statesman. Awg.-t 373

TKashmir torn apart

by events

: Advani

By a Staff Reporter

“G terrorists out or get
out™, said a placard heid
aloft by a tecnaged girl, whose pa.
rents were among the 50.000-odd
Kashmiri migrant families who
have been forced out of Kashmir
Valley in' the past few months by
secessionist forces. She was one
among hundreds of Kashmiri mig-
rants rasasing slogans against Pakis-
tan and the National Front Govern-
ment who organized a demonstra-
tion Mrom Jantar Mantar to Boat
Club on Tuesday.

Addressing the demonstrators,
Mr .. K. Advani, president of the
Bharatiya Janata Party, said Kash-
mir once homogeneous with
strong common bonds of language
and culture between its principal
communities, had after the exodus
of Kashmiri Pandits been torn
apart by events as well as the
wrong policies of the Congressci)-
National Conference (F) coalition
Government at the State. The
Kashmiri migrants were oppressed
not only politically but emotionally
too.

Criticizing the rdle of the Gov-
ernmoent, Mr Advani said the mig-
rants’ fate still hung in the balance
and they had become refugees in
their own land.

Mr Kidar Nath Sahni. general
secretary, IBJP, observed that a
political dialogue at this state

would be as great a blunder as the
recall of Mr Jagmohan. Mr Sahni
alleged that it was Dr Faroog Ab-
dullah who along with the Con-
gress(l) had brought the State to
such a pass,

Mr C. L. Gadoo. president of the
Kashmiri Samitl, Del%i, said their

- - e -

resources were exhausted and they
did not know whether they would
starve.

He urged the Government to
raise the relief disbursement from
Rs 500 to Rs 2,500 per family. He
also alleged that the casual ap-
proach of the Union Home Minis-
ter, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, was
preventing the authorities &om
providing them shelter.

PTI adds : Mr Advani urged the
Government to create conditions
in Kashmir which would permit
the migrants to go back in “‘safety
and honour™'

He said Government and politi-
cal parties had been “insensitive’

“to the problems faced by the Kash-

miri migrants who had had to leave
the Valley in fear of their lives.

“Had such a fate befallen any
other community, the Government
and political parties would have
been in competition to render
therm maximum assistance”™, Mr
Advani said.

The rallyists, including a large
number of women and children
carrying placards and shouting
anti-FPak slogans, blocked the road
at the Rajpath-Janpath crossing,
disrupting traffic on the busy

thoroughfare.
The CPI(M) MP, Mr Saifuddin
Chaudhury. said Government

efforts for rehabilitating the Kashe.
miri migrants had been ““woefully
inadeguate’.

Mr Gadoo said Kashmiri mig-
rants had to be helped to return to
their homes in the Valley. For this
they had to be assured minority
status and afforded full protection.

“*“We demand that minority status

be accorded while the current ses..
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Migrants demand fair deal

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Aug. 21

About 1,000 Kashmiri migrants in-

women and children took out 4

rally from Jantar Mantar to Boat Club

here today in protest against the fai-

lure of the Government to restore

peace in the trouble-torn Kashmir Val-

ley and provide them succour to lead a
normal life.

Government for its failureto mitigate
their sufferings. They raised slogans
against the Prime Mimister and the
Home Minister, charging them with
mishandling the Kashmir issue and
I tal

disturbing peace in Kashmir by med-
ing into the internal affairs of India,
raised slogans, expressing re-
solve to fight the evil designs of separ-
atist forces working on the dictates ol
Pakistan

joined their counterparts sitting om
hunger strike. Tears welled up in their
eyes as they hugged and consoled cach
other for bearing the agony of having
been ousted from their homes.
Neverthless, they kept their spirits
high and repeatedly expressed resolve
1o emerge triumphant.

The rallyists squatted on the
Rajpath-Janpath  intersection  and
blocked traffic for about half and hout.
Later they were addressed by (he lead-
ers of BIP, CPI(M) and those of Kach-
min Samiti and all India Kashmiri
Sama).

The BJP leaders, Mr L. K. Advani

tackle Kashmir problem and “'inseas-
tive attitude” towards the migrants,
They assured the migrants of their full
support in their fight to secure their
rights while admitting that the BJP is

ignonng thousands of families of mig-
rants. He said the political leaders in-
cluding Mr L. K. Advani do not even
reply to the letters written to them by
various organisations looking after the

“walking on a tight rope” to save the migrants

government as well as fight for peo-
ple’s right.

Mr Advani blamed the govenment
as well as all the political parties for the
plight of the migrants. He described
their plight as the “deformed face of
Indian secularism™. He expressed sur-
prise that despite its failure to ensure
security of the lives and propertics of
Kashmin minorities, the government
1s pressurising them to go back.

“You are suffering due (o us and the
government as we have failed to
understand the Kashmir problem till
date”, he added. Talking about the
deplorable conditions in the migrant
camps particularly in Jammu, he asked
the Prime Minister and the Home
Minister to visit the camps and have a
first hand account of their miseries.

BIP General Secretary Kidar Nath
Sahani criticised the Government for
its “callous and insensitive™ attitude
which has

Mr Chatehary said that CPI(M) will
tuke all possible steps for solving the
problems of the migrants and easuning

return at the carfiest.

He urged the migrants to remain un-
ited in this hour of crisis. “We can
secure our rights only if we stand un-
ited”, he added. He assured the mig-
rants that they would soon be able to
return to Kashmir as their fight will
certainly bear fruit.

Mr C. L. Gadoo, president of Kash-
miri Samiti which organised the rally,
spoke about the problems being faced
by the migrants and their children. He
urged the pgovernment to take

appropriate steps for solving their

The protesters also presented a
memorandum to the President, Mr R.
Venkutaraman, secking his interven-
tion for solving their problems, They
urged him to direct the government for
taking steps for ensuring their carly
return to Kashmir. For living a safe
and honourable life, they demanded
that the minority communities in
Kashmir should be brought under the
purview of minority status during the
present session of Parliament.
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Kashmiri migrants on indefinite hunger strike break down at Boat Club in New Delhi on Tuesday.
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Govt “insensitive” to =
Kashmiris’ problems

NEW DELMI Aug 31 (PTD) ~
The 8P Prevident, Mr LK. Adva-
n, today cautioned the govern.
ment aguinet & "ocaspioacy” to
tivide the country and asked i W@
Lake firm stepa 10 put down lerror-
tam i Kaahmir

Addressieg o rally of Xashmies
migrants at the Bost Club lawme
here, Mr Advani urged Wi governs
ment 1o croute conditions in Kashe
it witich woudd permut the -
mnts to go back i “wafety and
hosour” '

He sald the govermament and
political partien had been “lrsenl-
tve” tu the problems faced by the
migrants who had to leave the
valley 0 foar

“Mad vich o fute befallen wey
other community, the government
wnd politicel parties would haye
beett I cumpetition Lo rendur them
maxiimu astistance”, Mr Advand
s

The eallyals, inclulbing o large
pusber of wamen snd childeen
carrsed placards and rulsed anti.

90

waa reitared 1o the valley

In » momneandim addresosd 10
the Prosident, Mr It Venhatarn
man, the samiti sald the migrants
who had lowt their pruperty
Kashmir had 0 be given finaocal
Amsistanoy and land

Baeh migrant tamily should be
vens i moesthly ald of not e than
e 2500 tn heip them tide over
their difficulties, the emorsndum
sl

Puksttan dogane. They blocked the |
road at the Rajpath-Junpath cros- |
sng dlervpting tratfic on the busy |
theroughlure

A CPM MP, Mr Satfuddin
Chasibury, sd  government|
efforts for evhabilitating $he Kah-
mirr magrants had been “woehully
inmderuate”

Mr Chaudhary 108 the mave
than 1,000 raliyists that the guv
prnment would nod bald Lalks with
anyome who did not hanotr the
Ingdlan Contitution

Barbier, the Kushmint Samiti
president, Mt C L. Gadoo, said {he
miigrants hod o be helped 1o retum
10 their homis 1n the vallny. Pwe
thin they had to be sssused minor-
Ity stutus and afforded full peotec-
tun

“We demand that minenty se-
tue be acoarded while the currend
sessan of Parliament b stll on”
Mr Gadeo sad

Deseribing the pitlable plight of
thossunds of Kashmie! migrusis in
Jammu and Deihi, he wrged the
goverament 1o identify jobs where
the displaced persans could be
abworbed

T st genecal seceetary, Me
KL Shall waid reguiar manthly
pensiung and wilanes sbould be

made avedluble W the dlzltld
permans and the control stats

govwemment empioyres should st

HL’L\'\ \:\C)LL
e DY Ty
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON KASHMIR CRISIS
(Koshur Samachar November 1990)

Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, organized a two day conference on ‘Kashmir Crisis’
in New Delhi on Oct 21-22,1990.Nearly four hundred Kashmiri Pandits belonging
to various walks of life participated. Sh. S.L.Shakdhar former Chief Election
Commissioner presided over the conference. Giani Zail Singh, ex-President of
India inaugurated the conference. Sh. Girilal Jain, a reputed journalist, was the
Chief Guest. Among other speakers were S/Sh Balraj Madhok, Ram Chander
Vikal, Bhim Singh and Kedar Nath Sahani. Sh.Dilip Kaul,Vice President,
welcomed the guests and ampathically said; “It is imposible to think of Kashmir
without Kashmiri Pandits and it is equally unimaginable that India will be divided

again.” Sh. R.L.Shali, General Sectary of the Samiti, propose vote of thanks.
TIMES OF INDIA Oct.21 1990

Govt has totally failed on
Kashmir front: meet

NEW DELHI, Oet 21 (PTI)
The Government has totally
falled in ity efforts 1o resolve the
Kashmir problem, an isue which
threstens the integnity of Indse as @
nation and which demands the high
cit prionty. JCipants at an snler-
national conference op Kashmir cn-
sis said bere on Sunday
The urgent need for measures 10
rehabilitate the Kashmiri Pandits
the worst sufferers of terronst
attacks i the valley, who were pow
living in pitisble conditions in re-
fugee camps had 10 be taken up with
due sincenty and seriousness, they
sand
In o sharply-worded attack of
Government's policy on Kashmir
and Kashmin refugees. the noted
journalist, Mr Girilal Jain, said the
Government had remained totally
unsympathetic 10 the tragedy of the
Kashmin pandits
“The Pnme Mintsier has not
thought it advisabic to viut the state
where & great battle for the very
fntegrity of this nation ls being
t," Mr Jain said
errorist and secessiomst forces
had deeply entrenched themaeives
i Kashmir and it would not be easy,
or even pomible, fof the Kashamin
dits to return to the valiey, the
prmet editor of the Timer of fndis
said
The twoduy confercnce orgs
mised by the “Kashmiri Saminy”
Deihi, was inaugurated by the for-
mer President, Mr Zail Singh
Others who addressed the confer-
ence, incloded Mr S, L. Shakhder,
former Chief Election Commission-
et and Mr C L, Gadoo, presadent of

the Kachmin Camih

Whale 1 was 8 reality that
the Kashmin could not re-
turn to their homes in the foresee-
able future, Mr Jain said, it could
not be viewed as the sole obliganon
of this small community to cnsure
the Integranon of Kashmir with
Indsa

Stressing the need for ending the

status granted o Kashmiz,
Mr Juin said, only then could the
entite Indian community share the
responibility of safeguarding the
navon’s inegnty

Mr Jain lauded the efforts of the
BIP 10 inculcate in the people a
greater semse of pride in the gran:
deur of Indian cvilisatson”

“Among the political parties to-
day, the BJP is the honourable

wn which takes pride m the
Hindu civilssation and without that
pride we cannot rebuild our ma-
thon™, Mr Juin said, odding that the
contribution of the Kastemn Pan-
dits in thas task woald be enormou

He urged the Pandit community
to return to the concept of dharam-
bhoomi and 10 identify themselves
in the task of rebuilding national
pride

The former premdest, Mr Zal
Singh, said the problem in Kashmar
was not that of the Kashmin people
wone bat one faced by the catire
country

He wid o scheme had 1o be

+ evolved by prominent citizens and

the Government 10 resolve the
Kashmlr crmis  withouwt further
delay

While the Government made fag-
quent reletence 1o the external in-
terforence i Kuchmir it haet o take

firm steps to deul with the problem
Mr Zail Singh sl

There are two wiys possible,
one s and the other i
use of force. If one fails we should
resort 1o the other™, he suid.

Earfier, Mr Zail Singh refessed »
special issue of ‘Koshur Samachar’,
» magazine brought out by the
Kashmin Samits

Mr Shakhder said any delay in
resolving the Kashmir problem
would only aggravate it. “The Kash-
mit problem 5 oot new, It has been
simmenng for several yeans but vis-
ibly erupted carly this year”

The root of the crisis lay in the
widespread corruption in the ¢on-
duct of eoctions in Kashmir and the
sham of the electoral process which
has led 10 a loss of faith in the state

overnment,” thé  former  Chiel
lection Commissioner said

“The Central Government has no
policy whatsoever on Kashmir and
the citizens have had to pay the
price for thas lack of dizection™, Mr
Shakdber saxd

He said it was o myth that the
people of Kashmir were
secosmon from India. "It s osly &
small group of unsocial and unpat-

notic youth who we indulging in
kiliings =t the mstance of Pakstan”

The of the Kashmini
Samiti, Mr Gadoo said, m the face
of o 'shaky, indecive and paic-
striken Centre’ and a weak adminis-
tration in the state, the Jamane-
Istami and other fundamentalist

World meet
on Kashmir
crisis begins

NEW DELHI, Oct. 21 (HTC
A two-day international wnl‘tmn
:: K:‘l;m Criss was insugurates
e today by forme
e, 1 President Gian
The meet attended by about 200
legates from differem parts of lﬂ:l
and abroad will detiberate over va
‘r'xmmm:l of the situation in Kash.
and t i
plight of Kashmiri g

Prominent among
mmmmm%m v

Girl Lal Juin, former Chief Election
oer S, L Shakdhar and
::OMSmu president C. L. Gad-

Mr Gaddoo said amon: t the issues
deliberated will be the caznmﬂl. ledd
10 the exodus of Kashmiri Hindus and
the condition of the migrants

He said the Government remaned &
mute spectator when thousands had 1o
leave their bearth and home while
undreds were killed
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KASHMIR IS A MUSLIM PROBLEM
Just asthe Jammu and Kashmir State cannot be identified with the Valley
of Kashmir, the people of the State cannot be identified with the people of the
Kashmir Valley, who are predominantly Muslim. The dispute over Jammu and
Kashmir is a Muslim problem. But it is more a problem of the Hindus, the Sikhs
and the Buddhists, who are living in the State and who form more than forty
percent of the population of the State on the Indian side of the Line of
Control. The reduction of the dispute over Jammu and Kashmir to a dispute over
the Valley of Kashmir, which is predominantly Muslim, is deceptively simple and
viciously aimed to project the Muslim content of the dispute over Jammu and
Kashmir. The dispute over Jammu and Kashmir has a Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist
content as well, which is more significant than its Muslim content. The Hindus and
the Sikhs constitute a dominant majority of the population of Jammu province,
while the Buddhists form a majority of the population of Ladakh. The Muslims
form a majority of the population of only the province of Kashmir.
(Bitter Truth By Dr. M.K.Teng and C.L.Gadoo)
HINDUSTAN TIMES December 8, 1990, INDIAN EXPRESS REPORTS

J&K migrants
disappointed

More camps for

L d -
NEW DELHI, Dec. 7 (HTC K m
. The Kashmiri Samiti has extfrcssecz z aSh lrls
its disappointment over the Union
Government’s continued insensitive demanded

and casual attitude towards the prob-
lems of Kashmiri migrants.

In a statement, Samiti President C.
L. Gadoo alleged that the"Govern-
ment was more concerned about the
appecasement of “‘oppressors’™ and
their harbourers solving the problems
' of the displaced Kashmiris. He deman-
' ded the setting up of a high powered
- Kashmiri rehabilitation cell to provide
, proper relief and look into the rehabi-

litation of the displaced persons.

Mr Gadoo further demanded a judi-
cial probe into Wednesday’s
lathicharge on those migrants who had
gone to receive the relief amount at Tis
Hazari Court.

He expressed dismay on the reports
that the Government was preparing
the hold consultations with some ““‘dis-
tredited leaders’’ of Kashmir in quest
of a solution to the problem. He urged

° the Government to learn lessons from
the mistakes of their predecessors and
try to find a political solution only after
the restoration of normalcy. For a last-
ing solution, the minority community
of Kashmir should be involved in ail

.Valley

‘cost of hiving »
The Samiti accused the Govern-

such efforts, he added.

NEW DELHI, Oct 5 (PTI)

The Kashmiri Samiti has urged

the Central Government to set up

more camps for refugees from the

in the Capital and improve

the civic amenities in the existing
camps.

¢ Samiti president, Mr C L
Gadoo, in a statement here, also
made an appeal to the Government
to donate blankets and woollens to
the migrants in view ' of the
approaching winter.

e said there were 13,000 mag-
rant families in the Capital out of
which only 460 had been given
shelter.

Mr Gadoo made an appeal to the

Government to increase the relief
er month to each family from Rs
00 to Rs 2500 in view of the high

in the Capital.

ment of failure to announce econo-
mic package for uprooted migrant

" businessmen while urging it to settle

their insurance claims.
YRR e

)
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SURVIVAL IS NOW OUR POLITICS

“The Kashmiri Samiti Delhi pursued all activities through the language of
cultural identity, values, and traditions, thereby carefully maintaining it s concern
with social and cultural matters as opposed to political ones. However, the
distinctions between social and cultural concerns, on the one hand, and political
concerns, on the other, were not so sharp. Chaman Lal Gadoo, President of the
Kashmiri Samiti Delhi at the time of the migration (and also at the time of my
fieldwork), reflects on theseissuesin a published interview entitled,
“Survival is Our Politics”:
Q: What change do you see in Samiti activities in last ten years.
A: Role of Kashmir Samiti was basically social and cultural. Butthe year 1989
onwards was a disaster for the entire community. Our existence is threatened and
we had to change our priorities...
Q: Some people say that Kashmiri Samiti has now been made political Akhara
[literally “martial order’].
A: | do not agree with such statements. | feel community leaders have a
responsibility. If I see my people dying for want of basic necessity, education etc, |
cannot remain asilent spectator. | will fight for every needy Kashmiri Pandit.
Survival of my community members is now our politics (1999).’
(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant
Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)

A

g

KASHMIRI PANDIT REFUGEE CAMP
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR

‘The Kashmiri Samiti Delhi discursively constructs the Kashmiri Hindu
community in particular ways through its articles, editorials, white papers, appeals,
and reports. This discourse is circulated among community members through
Koshur Samachar, a monthly magazine published by the Kashmiri Samiti Delhi
and circulated among approximately two thousand subscribers at the t ime of my
fieldwork. Koshur Samachar changed dramatically in tone, format, and appearance
after the migration of 1990 in response to increasing attention to the plight of the
Kashmiri Pandit migrant community. Every issue contained a preliminary editorial
statement addressing a current matter of significant concern to the community,
followed by a series of articles discussing various aspects of the cultural heritage
and political battles of the Kashmiri Pandits. Other regular features included a
summary of news “from the president’s desk,” a brief cultural/religious
commentary on the current calendar month, a series of poems by young and old, a
selection of letters to the editor, and a roundup of the Biradari news from cit ies
throughout India. There were also sporadic reports on the activities of the Kashmiri
Samiti Delhi, summaries of community conferences and symposia, copies of
relevant articles published in daily newspapers, printings of first-person reflections
and reveries on life in the Valley, short stories and folk tales, and reprints of
Important memoranda and appeals.” (Ms. Haley Duschinski)

KOSHUR
SAMACHAR

NOVEMBER 1990
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR CONTINUED

Koshur Samachar, official organ of Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, was built brick
by brick by old veterans of the Samiti. During nineties Koshur Samachar , a tri -
lingual (English, Hindi and Kashmiri) monthly magazine, took a dramatic turn and
became one of leading mouthpiece of the community with wide range of
readership. The untiring efforts of editorial board backed by the act ive support of
the executive council members of the Samiti made it possible and the legacy st ill
continues. S/ Shri A. N. Kaul, A.K. Kaul, Gopi Nath Raina, Shashi Shekhar
Toshkhani, T.N.Dhar (Kundan) D. P. Bhan, M.L. Bhat, and J.N.Dhar looked after
English section from time to time. Prof. C.L.Sapru, whom | requested to take up
Hindi section, the day he retired from his teaching job, he was gracious enough to
accept the responsibility. Kashmiri section of Samachar was edited by Sh. S.N.
Bhat (Haleem). Printer & Publisher of the Samachar was Pandit P.N. Bhat. During
nineties Sh. Shanti Bhan, Business Manager and Sh. A.K.Fotedar, Circulation
Manager, Koshur Samachar, did notable service in bringing up the magazine and
making itself supporting. Present team S/Sh. Jagannath Dhar, Avtar Nehru, Editor
English, M.K.Bhat (Nirdhan), Editor Hindi, and Maharaj Shah, Editor Kashmiri.
Printer & Publisher Pandit N.N.Zijoo is another dedicated bunch.

Apart from regular Samachar issues, we came up with Special Issues of
Koshur Samachar, like Saint and Sages and many more from time to time.
Wondahama special issue of Samachar was my hard work.
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CHAPTER 11
UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS
KASHMIR AND KASHMIRI PANDITS

‘Kashmir was the home of the people described by the Rig Veda as the Aryas, the
people who inhabited the whole of the Vedic, geographical expanse across India. It is
established now Dby latest scientific investigations that there was no demographic
disruption during Harappan age. The Harappans were by no means the people of the
West-Asian stock who were pushed down south by the Aryans invasion to constitute
the Dravidian south of India. The noted American Anthropologist K.A.R.Kennedy
notes;““In short there is no evidence of disruption in the north-western sector of the sub-
continent during and immediately after the decline of the Harappan culture.” The
Nagas, the Pisachas and Daityas, who are believed to have lived in Kashmir before the
arrival of the Kashyapas, were also a part of the people, described by the Rig Veda as
the Aryans, perhaps, distinguished by regional or cultural variants. The Kashmiri
language is a derivative of an earlier form of Sanskrit, perhaps, of the same Vedic
origin as other Indian languages are, has been proved beyond doubt by the research of
Triloki Nath Ganjoo, a Sanskrit scholar of Kashmir.

The Nilmat era of the history of Kashmir, began with the chalcolithic
revolution in Kashmir brought about by the induction of metal tools from its Harappan
surroundings. Hardly any studies in  Kashmir have been undertaken in the changes in
the material culture and the society of Kashmir after its entry into the chalcolithic or
the metal age. Nor have any studies been undertaken in the direction, the growth of the
religious culture assumed in Kashmir, or identify the impact of the great developments
in the intellectual culture of the Vedic India, which are reflected in the Puranas. By the
time of Mahabharata war, Kashmir had reached high level of social integration and
perhaps formed one of the Jan Pads in the north of India. The Nilmat Purana provides
evidence of Kashmir having reached an advanced level of cultural development due to
the absorption of influences of the cultural evolution of the Vedic civilization and its
entry into Puranic era. In fact, the Nilmat Purana is a Vaishnavite text. The
Mahatmayas, of which a large number were written in Kashmir, provide a wide range
of the fact and data about the evolution of the Sanskrit religious culture of Kashmir, its
basic Vedic foundations, and its philosophic, mythological and the ritual content which
assumed from the Upanishads, the Brahmanas, the Puranas and the Dharma Shastras.
At the level of abstract theorization, the religious culture of the Hindus of Kashmir is a
part of the human quest to overcome the inability of man to know causal factor, or
factors of the imperfection of his being, impermanence of his life, his inability to
reconcile with his surroundings and his urge to attain freedom to merge with the
absolute, perfect and permanent—in his life or after life. The Sanskrit religious culture
recognizes the essential unity between the universal and the existential, rationally or
otherwise.
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The disruption of the evolution of the Hindu civilisation with the rise of the
Muslims to power in India has largely been left out of scrutiny of the British historians
and their European contemporaries as well as the Indian historians, who followed
them, for their own reasons. The historians of the British colonial era, after they
realized the revolutionary import of the Indian renaissance turned the bend to placate
the Muslims whose domains in India they had usurped and whose express anger
against the Indian renaissance and hostility against its revolutionary import, they
needed to rely on, to perpetuate their colonial hold on the sub-continent. The Indian
historians followed the British, while they rule, India and after the British left India,
followed the political class, which inherited power from British and continued to
adhere to the policies of their colonial masters to hold on to their power and position.
Neither, during the British rule nor after it ended the story of the disruption in the
evolution of the Hindu civilisation, brought about, by the Muslim conquest of India,
has been ever assessed and recorded. No investigation and inquiry has been made of
the devastating impact the Muslim rule had on the Sanskrit religious culture: the very
spirit of the unity of India, the degeneration and the disintegration the Hindu social
organization suffered and the breakdown of the civilisational boundaries of India, the
I\_/ll_J;slim_ru_le broggtlt_about. (Kashmir Hindu Religious Cul‘ture, C.L.Gadoo)
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DISINFORMATION CAMPAIGN
‘The mass massacre of Hindus and the Sikhs in the territories of the State
occupied by Pakistan in 1947, the uncertainly which followed the exclusion of the
State from the Indian constitutional organisation, the dismissal of the first Interim
Government, the virulent secessionist struggle led by the Plebisicite Front that
followed, and the induction of thousands of armed infiltrators into Kashmir to lead a
Muslim rebellion against India, were events which went unheeded. The real import of
these events was deliberately ignored. Even after widespread militant violence struck
Kashmir in 1989, and thousands of innocent people were killed in cold blood along
with hundreds of Indian security personnel and the whole community of the Hindus in
Kashmir was driven out of the valley, the disinformation campaign to cloud the real
dangers the terrorist violence posed to the nation continued to dominate the flow of
information about Kashmir. Indeed, efforts still continue to be made to sidetrack the
basic problems of terrorism, secessionism and the role of militarised Muslim
fundamentalist forces in the whole bloody drama enacted in the State and divert the
attention of the Indian people to trival concerns, which have no bearing on the
developments there. The disinformation campaign, has been aimed to confuse the
Indian public opinion about dangerous import of the militarisation of Muslim
separatism in Kashmir and its implications for the unity of the whole country.’
(WHITE PAPER ON KASHMIR, Drafted by Dr. M.K.Teng & C.L.Gadoo)
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JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE OF KP LEADERS
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KASHMIRI HINDUS MAIN OBSTRUCTION IN ISLAMIZATION

‘Kashmiri Hindus are represented as a small and innocuous community whose
very presence in Kashmir Valley obstructs the movement of fundamentalist Islam. This
representation suggests that the militants have directed their violence against the
Kashmiri Hindus because the Kashmiri Hindus represent the secular values of the
Indian nation. “Pakistani rulers realize that as long as Kashmiri Hindus even though
miniscule in size stay in Kashmir, their dream of Islamization of Kashmir will remain
unrealized,” one article states. “A Kashmir without Hindus, whatever their numbers,
would be a Theocracy ripe for the Fundamentalists to establish their command post for
further forays into the very heart of India” (O. Trisal 1991). The conflict in Kashmir
thus emerges as the inevitable culmination of the clash between Hindus and Muslims,
India and Pakistan, and secularism and fundamentalism in South Asia, with Kashmiri
Hindus as its victims.” (International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley
Duschinski, Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)

‘Centre lacks perception "
of Kashmir situation’

held them back from doing so, he noted.

Mr. Gadoo also regretted the proposals of
Mr. C. L. Gadoo, in a statement has said that the “certain interested quarters for revival of the As-
latest political activities in the capital only indi- sembly,” He charged that it is only the “unquen-
cated that the present Government just as the chable thirst for power grabbing by a handful of

NEW DELHI, Jan. 7.
The president of the Kashmiri Samiti in Delhi,

previous one lacked perception of the actual
situation in Kashmir Valley.

He said the Government should stap its de-

pendence on the discredited leaders responsible
for the present crisis for sorting out the Kashmir
tangle. "By ignoring the Kashmiri pandits, who
are an inalienable part of Kashmiri history, cul
ture and traditions, no lasting solution to the cur-
rent Kashmir crisis is possible,” he further stated,
. According to him, more than 25-lakh Kashmiri

pundits had to leave the State since Indepen-
dence in search of satisfactory avenues of life.
Though every Kashmiri pundit wanted to return
to the valley, the fear of Islamic fundamentalism

discredited leaders, who do not have the cour-
to go back otherwise.” “The adverse effects
such an 'uncautious’ decision would ultimately
prove disastrous to national unity and integrity of
the country and the future of the Kashmiri pun-
dits in the State and only help the militants in
whatever mnds they have lost,” he said.
As the Samiti representative, Mr. Gadoo em-
hasised that complete law and order in the val-
needed to be established first on a priority
basis. He said there was no indication which
would assure people that the Government was
serious about tackling the terrorist problem in
the VB“Qy. - _O_Uf S Paporter
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Koshur Samachar , Feb. 1991 Reports

IHE HULUUAUSI DAY
Observed by
KASHMIRI SAMITI DELHI

, s 1.
z g e . obd

Effigies of Pakistani military leaders being carried
through the streets.

Protest Meeting Being Held at Kashmir Bhavan on Holocaust Day
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INTERACTION WITH MEDIA, JURISTS, HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVITS
AND EMINENT PERSONALITIES ON KASHMIR
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““No solution of _

Kashmir problem

without Pandits’
By a Staff Reporter

The Delhi’s Kashmiri Samits
on Saturday said that no political"”
process or any other solution to
Kashmir problem was possible
as long as Paskitan continued to
give financial and arms aid to
militants to carry subversive ac-
tivities in the \Valley.

In a Press statement, Mr C. L.
Gadoo, samiti president, said
that Kashmir was the only home-
land of Pandits who had mi-
grate .’ ‘md it was impossible to .
imagine “Kashmir without -
Kashmiri Pandits”’. He em-;
phasized that no lasting solution-
~ for peace in the Valley could be
possible without direct involve-
- ment of the Kashmiri Pandits,

who were part of Kashmir’s 600°
ears of culture, history and trad- .
tions. -

Condemning l:'he role ht;:ing.
laved by some human righnhts or-
' gan);zatio);ls includin %’UCL,
and Independant Initiative, he
alleged that the reports were
biased and were ‘““bent upon Ccon-
fusing the real issues regardin

the Kashmir problem™. .
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR March 1991, REPORTS

CAEMNEIFIAL SGDECSFIE TASFIY "I5 FIEF OFTT OF ACTIVITIE S Fos
WEAE FrTEFTICOED S T Y _ B0 TED e _ TOoy

Kashmiri Samiti organised a massive rally
from Red Fort to Boat Club on March 8, 1990.
The rally converted itself into a public meeting
which was addressed among others by Brig.
R.N. Madan, President, AIKS, Shri Krishan Lal
and Shri VK. Malhotra (Both BJP), Shri Jathedar
Rachpal Singh (Akali- Shri Tara Singh Group_,
ShriBhim Singh, Panthers Party. The rally was
simultaneously taken out on this day by the
biradari members in several cities of the coun-
try in response to the call of the Kashmiri
Samiti. Thereatter, at the rally-cum-meeting, a
memorandum was submitted to the Prime Min-
ister urging him to consult the minorities of the
State while taking any policy decisions on
Kashmir. The rally was followed by visit to
Bhawan by the members of the Advisory
Committee head:d by Shri George Feman-
des, the then Union Minister of Kashmir Affairs
on March 14, 1990. Mr. Fernandes heard the
tale of woes of migrants. Later, a delegation of
migrants under the leadership of Shri C.L.
Gadoo met inthe office of Shri George Fernan-
des on 15 March, 1990 immediately. After this
meeting the Govt. opened the camps for the
Kashmiri migrants. Registration of such unfor-
tunate persons was started by Delhi Admini-
stration in Tis Hazan. Mr. Femandes also assured

Meanwhile, our brethren as aiso Sikhs

and Non-Kashmiri Hindus started pouring inlo
Kashmir Bhawan. A regular camp for the mi-
grants was started which inciuded boarding
and lodging. So far about 5000 migrant breth-
ren have lived in the transit camp. i.e. Kashmir
Bhawan in rotation. The samiti opened a regis-
tration desk for the migrants -

(a) To take census of migrant families;

(b) To quantify the total property left behind
by these migrants and

(c) To identiy possible alternative jobs and
avocations.

The Registration forms started by the
Samiti were computerised and Kashmiri Samiti
had registered 1900 displaced families upto
March 18, 1990. From March, 19, 1980 on-
wards, Delhi Administration took over the reg-
istration and till now more than 15,500 families
have been registered. Delhi Administration, in
fact, had adopted the same forms that were
evolved by Kashmiri Samiti. A regular kitchen

Koshur Samach
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Achievements

Kashmiri Samiti, after having had series
of meetings with people right from Rashtrapati
down to Home Secretary, and holding of rallies
and dhamas were able to get the following
things done for our brethren:-

1) Taking over the registration of migrants
by Delhi Administration.

2) Establishment of 15 camps in various
Community Centres where around 2000
migrants and victims are putting up.

3) Transferofbank accounts fromvalleyto
any identified Bank in Delhi*Jammu.

4) Reserve Bank of India had issued in-
structions to a'f commercial banks to

March 1991 32

double the period of repayment of loan
on the minimum interest;

5) Delhi Administration has issued tempo-
rary ‘Ration Cards’.

6) Delhi Administration has on priority basis
issued orders to all the Government
Schools, Central Schools and aided
schools to admil the wards of migrants.

7) Seventy doctors who were doing gradu-
ation and post-graduation have been
attached to various hospitals in Delhi for
undergoing internship/registrarship.

8) Forty boys were able to get admissions
in Engineering Colleges in Pune.

9) Payment of salaries to State & Central
Govt. employees at Delhi.

10) About 2000 unemployed youths were
absorbed in various institutions through
our Placement Cell,

11) Cash relief was enhanced from Rs.500
to Rs.800/-.

12) Pensioners were able to get their pen-
sion in Jammu/Delhi.

13) Three rooms were added to the Bha-
wan.

Koashur Samachar
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No. F.20-48/91-Desk (U) |
Government of India

Ministry of Human Resource Development
Department of Education

|
September 5, 1991

To

shri C.L. Gadoo,
President,

Kashmiri Samiti,
Kashmir Bhawan,
Kashmir Bhawan Marg,
Amar Colony,

New Delhi-110024,

Subs~ Admission of Migrant Students from Kashmir
in various Educational Institutions,

Sir,

I am d irected to refer to your letter
No.KS/Mig/Adm/90-91/116 dated 13th July, 1991 on
the subject mentioned above, The matter has been
considered in the Department and appropriate
instructions have been issued to Vice-Chancellors
of Delhi University and Jamis Millia Islamia;
Director, Education, Delhi Administration and
commiss ioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan to
take necessary measures to accommodate Kashmiri
migrants in their institutions during the current
academic session,

Yours faithfully,
/] Fif
/é './ﬁ.u ‘;L‘/‘-'b‘/ “‘
( M. ML WADHWA )
UNDER SECRETARY TO THE GOVT. OF
[ INDIA
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR Sept. 1991, REPORTS

BLACK DAY—August 14, 1991

Black Day was observed by the people of

Kashmir throughout the country on August 14,
1991, in protest against Pakistan's arrogant and ille-
gal interference in the intemal affairs of Kashmir
and its overt and covert participation in uprooting
Kashmiri Pandit community, their culture and her-
itage. On this day, Kashmin Hindus all over wore
black arm bands and public meetings were held to
express their anguish at the indifferent and callous
attitude of the Government towards Kashmin
migrants.

First Step

The observance of the Black Day marked the first
step of the Action Plan adopted by All India Kash-
mirt Samayj at its Jaipur Convention in the last week
of July.

In Delhi, the Kashmiri Samiti, organised an all-
party meeting at its headquarters—Kashmir Bhawan
in Amar Colony, Delhi. All parties, except the BJP,
were conspicuous by their absence which speaks
volumes on the indifensible, if not utterly irrespons-
ible, attitude of some of our national parties, par-
ticularly the ruling Congress party, towards the
miserable plight of Kashmiri migrants, who have
been rendered refugees in their homeland,

The largely-attended public meeting was
addressed by the top leaders of the BJP, Dr, Murli
Manohar Joshi, Mr. Madan Lal Khurana, M.P., and
Mr. Kedar Nath Sahni. All of them reiterated their
solidarity and sympathy with the Kashmiri migrants
and their cause. They said that BJP has been and
will always be with the Kishmiris and they would
see that the migrants return to their homes and
hearths with dignity and honour. They called upon
the Hindus of Kashmir to rise in revolt against what
they called callous, unwise and patently discrimi-
antory policies of successive governments at the
Centre. Dr. Sahni said that since Kashmiri Pandits

—A Report

AFAR

Al

AR ST e

did not command a vote bank, they should put up
a united fight and lead a sustained mass agitation
to draw Government's and the world’s attention to
the tragic conditions enveloping the Kashmiri Pandit
community for over 20 months now.

The meeting was earlier addressed by President,
Kashmiri Samiti, Mr. C.L. Gadoo, Mr. Vaishnavi,
President Kashmiri Pandit Sabha, Jammu and Mr.
Dwarkanath Munshi, President of the All India
Kashmiri Samaj.

Koshur Samachar

21

September 1991
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR (OCTOBER 1991) REPORTS:
A Delegation of Kashmiri Pandits apprising PM Sh. P.V.Narasimha Rao about
the hardships and miseries faced by displaced Kashmiri Pandits.

PM Sh.Narasimha Rao, Sh. D.N.Munshi, Col.R.K.Kachru, C.L.Gadoo, Sh.H.L.Jad
Sh.M.L.Pandit and Sh. M. L.Kaul.

A delegation of Kashmiri Pandits met Prime Minister Sh. Narasimha Rao and
apprised him about miseries faced by displaced Kashmiri Pandit community. A joint
17 point memorandum was submitted by All India Kashmiri Samaj on behalf of
Kashmiri minority community. The memorandum highlighted the sub-human
conditions in which the Kashmiri minority community survived for the last 20 months.
During this period children, men and women suffered and lost more than 1000 people,
to brutality of the fundamentalists-terrorists. Apart from this Kashmiri Pandits have
lost their hearths and homes, lands and orchards, live-stock and flourishing factories
and business. The little girls and boys are losing their inherent urge of ambling to
school and enjoying the smell of their books and ink. They roam the wretched open
camps full of dust and filth and stench.

Among the demands submitted to PM, stress was laid on roofed
accommodation with necessary basic amenities of health and hygiene for all those who
have been living in utter sub-human conditions in tents in Jammu and at other places.
The displaced State and Central Government employees should be posted to active
positions within the safe and peaceful areas of the J&K State only. Also, accumulated
leave must be en-cashed and not adjusted against enforced absence. Another problem
Is of pensioners, their settlement and payment of dues, transfer of accounts etc., should
be done in a time bound programmed, along with other related problems.
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KASHMIRI PANDITS RAISED HOMELAND DEMAND

“Today, the Hindus of Kashmir are a displaced people, torn from their social and
cultural moorings, scattered in a state of diaspora, which threatens them with the loss
of their identity. Nearly half the people of the community are living at subsistence level
in refugee camps in various parts of the country.

Ever since the commencement of their exile, the Hindus of Kashmir have been
waiting to return to the land of their birth, reiterating their resolve from time to time to
go back to their homes and hearths. The Hindus were driven out of their homes by a
religious war which brought them death and attacked their faith. The political class of
India is yet to accept that the delegitimisation of the religious war is a precedent
condition for the reversal of their genocide.

The Hindus have as sacrosanct a territorial right in Kashmir as their Muslim
compatriots. The claim made by Pakistan to Jammu and Kashmir State on the basis of
the Muslim-majority composition and the claim made by Muslim separatist flanks
inside the State for a separate freedom, do not in any respect prejudice the territorial
right that Hindus claim in Kashmir.” (Dr. M.K. Teng. Nov. 2011)

“A call for the homeland is a reinforcement to the Indian claim to Kashmir
which has been the crown of India ever since the Vedic times and the cradle of
civilization of which the Kashmiri Pandits are true heirs, defenders and inheritors. A
call for a homeland is a cry for survival among the loyal Indian citizens from Kashmir.
The Pandits have become a refugee in their own country where they got a shabby
treatment worse than what India has given to the refugees from Tibet, Burma,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Afghanistan.” (Koul A J, 2005: 52).

Homeland Resolution

Panun Kashmir in its December 1991 convention Margdarshan, staged in Jammu,
introduced the Historic Homeland Resolution. The resolution demanded:

The establishment of a Homeland for the Kashmiri Pandits in the Kashmir Valley,
comprising the regions of the Valley to the East and North of river Jehlum;

That the Constitution of India be made applicable in letter and spirit in this Homeland,
in order to ensure right to life, liberty, freedom of expression and faith, equality and
rule of law;

That the Homeland be placed under the Central administration with a Union territory
Status, so that it evolves its own economic and political infrastructure;

That all the seven hundred thousand Kashmiri Pandits, which includes those who have
been driven out of Kashmir in the past and yearn to return to their homeland and those
who were forced to leave on account of the terrorist violence in Kashmir, be settled in
the homeland on equitable basis with dignity and honor.

52


http://www.panunkashmir.org/margdarshan.html
http://www.panunkashmir.org/homeland/index.html
http://www.panunkashmir.org/homeland/index.html

—— WA e - ye——

g
Frseat” d - i 3 &
M
cehiifens W 1) i
dad by S
Rk SRR R PR TR

TS v LSS AR e

'‘Margdarsha - 91' organised !
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State, central Govts blamed for KP's plight

(By our correspondent)

governments 1o desist from thelr %9 by "Panun Kashmir®, the party

JAMMU.Dch‘!:Ma».ingilclmr "evil desgins” aimed at uprooting resolved that it will fight with ail

that Kashmir belongs as muchto  KPs from thair birthland.

its might against all such forces

Kastmiri Pandits, "Panun Ka- On the first day of o two day Who were working at the behest
-

shmie” has warned stale and central

PANUN
KASHMIR

Central Camp Office, Jammu

Welcomes The Delegates For
Two Days’ Programme

“MARGDARSHAN -91”
(27-28 December, 1991 )

At Abhinav Theatre, Near Jewel Chowk
Jammu.
INAUGURATION AT*). 10.30 A.M.
Friday, The 27th, Dec 1991.

-
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1" seminar oegani- of foreigh powers to deprive

Kashmiri Pandits of their future
prosnects, primarly alived al climi-
l nating tals microscopic minority
| ~from Kashmit scenario.
last 40 yeurs after independence,
both state and central govemments
have fafled i tackling Muslim
commugalism and secessional-
ism, followed by terriorist activi-
ties which has posed a threast to
the unity and intergity of the entire
nation.

Assailing the state end central
governments for “always® encour-
aging the Muslims 1o force Hindus
in Kashmir to leave their birth-
iand, the party leader asserted the
growing communalism aod scpa-
ratlsm in the stute was deliber-
ately encovraged and go sleps
were taken to check it at any
time, '

“In the process, the Hindus from
valley have been used ‘s most
expendable commetity. Hundreds
of KPs have been killed by the
terriorists. They have been forced
to fices their homes and heatths,
 ihe pany resolved , adding thal
Kashmifi Hindus were preseatly

linguishing in dingy and vahy- |

gicaic refugee:encampments with
N0 concreie steps being taken to
save them from total extinction,
The resolution pointed out that
Indian bas always treated (he
Hindu with much regard as co-
mapred to. what has been shown
to the majority community in
Kashmir, "Even in exile, Kashmiri
Pandits bave been subjectewd to
humiliation and ¢sistrust at the

| The Pany resolved that for the

Condeming the wrong and dis-
criminatory polices of the state
and Indian government towards
Kashmin Hindy, the party ueged

for the change in the adopied |

, policies so that this minority
community would be able to
survive the crisis and destitution
which it has been focced 1o face
¢uring the period of exite.
Earlier, party organised a "Mar.
gadarshan-(] simed at highlight.
ing the nows and plight of Ka-
shmin Pandits in exileafler being
forced 1o flee from the valley two
yeurs back,

The seminar was presided over
the by former Jummu snd Ky
shmir Director General of Police
MrMM Khajuria with delegastes
from all over the nation includ.
ingthose living in foreign nations
Mtending it

Speaking at the occassio, *Panun
Keshmi" Coavenor Dr Agni
Shekhar asked the government to
think of Kashmiri Pandits before
taking any decision on Kisshanir,
"It Kashmirgcuimkpendcnoein
future, has government of India
thought about the future of Ka-
shmiri Hindus who too are g

of this land", Dr Agni Shekhar
pointed out,

The former DGP, Mr Khajura
balmed the political Jeuders of
all pars for failing to plead the
Cause of Kashmiri Hinus. "The
whoie nation is responsible for
the smiseries being faced by
Kashmiri Hindus", fic asserted,
Mr Khajuria feard that if Ka.
shmiri Pandits get extincted due
to the wrong polices of Indian
govemment, the wholw nation
will disintegrate,

AllIndia Keshiaiei Samaj work-

Ing president Mr C L Gadoo and

State Jenata Dal Leader Mr Dhan

Ra! Bargotra are also spoke on

the oocassion,

DAILY ExceLsip R,

28 /1:-/.91

"Margdarshan"

seminal today

(By our correspondent)
JAMMU, Dec 26: Former presi.
dent Giand Juil Singh will inaugu-
rale “"Margdarshan®, & Panun
Kashmir sponsored seminar at
Abhinav Theatre tomorrow,
Probiems and demands of Ka-
shmin migranis besides future plan
would be discussed in the semi-
nar which will last Iwo-days,
Meaniwhile, Panun Kashmir this
evening ocgaaised an open de-
bate on Kashmir in which jour-
nalisis belonging to diﬂ'c::m parts

AF s cvsimbme nad o
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ranun KRasnmir 10r security zoues

Kashmir Times Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 27—In order to
ensure that the Hindus of
Kashmir survive the crisis
following  ‘forced exodus’,
‘Papun Kashmir' has called
upon the state snd central
governments 10 change their
‘wrong and discriminatory’
pehey s slso the indiffeccat
attitvde wwards the displaced
com wunity,

While condemning the pohcy
of alleged discrimination and
deliberate  ignoring of ” the
interests of Kashriri Hindus,

e
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the organisstion in & resoluuon
said that they be treated sym-

patheticallyand measursstaken °

for their sustenance,

The organisation which
began a 2-day confercace here
today plans & political move-
ment for the creation of security
zones  with constitutional
safeguards in the Valley.

The gathering of a consider-
able number of delegates from
across the country and abroad
was presided over by Mr MM
Khajuria, ex-DG Police, Among
a hostof well known dignitories,
the chief guest on the occasion
was Mr Subash Kak Professor
of electronics in University of
Lisuania, US. The Conference
commenced with traditionsl
lighting of the lamp before the
portraitof BharatMata followed
by anational song by Mrs Veena
Pir. Kailash Mechra Sadhu also
rendered a scintillating song.

Mr Dhanraj Bargotra, state
unit JD leader speaking on the
occasion favoured “protect
zones"inthe Valleyand thecrea~

tion of separate regions for °
« Dogras, Kashmiris, Pahadisand

Ladakhisto maintain peace and

.ournmcnu [

sltuation. Mt -’-'.'o&'e.i
measures (o coptain the p
warinthe Valleysnd hpem
the militents fo shun the plth
of violenge,

Mr DC Prashant, vnleonln.
the delegaias, desaribed the eun-
ference as historic and signifi-
cant. Upholding the peaceful
stmoaphere of Jammu rfégion
and secularism in the state, he

WentiNed  withnut  Kaahmin
Hindus. tta  rich culiural
heritage, history, Uternture will
be preserved when all com-

munities  live there Mr
moniously, he added.
DrUpsal Kaul,coordinatorof

the Conference, speaking sbout

the presentexodus — third of its
kind from Valley during last s00'

5

. munity. Flaying the alleged dis-

humony He blaged
cedsive WM& 5

£

years, stressed for (nteraction of
alllevels to protect the roots, cul-
ture, faith and socio-economic
stilus of this minority com-

information campaign by some
PUCL activisis regarding viola-
tion of human righws in Valley,
be refcfred to killing of about
1080 innocent Kashmiri Hindus
which also amounted 1o viola«
tion of civil rights, He said the

‘Kashmirial' threatened by the

s Dr Ajay C

ongoing strife at present wss
affecting both Mualims and
Hindus in Valley. Dr Kaul also
spoke in leagth about the con~
ventions and rallies organised in
past in different parts of state
snd  country by Pansun
Kashmir,

Dr Subash Kak, a delegate
from USA- representing ‘Indo-
American Kashmir Forum and
Panun Kashmir' spoke about
the migrants languishing in
various camps and possible
short term measures 10 Over-
come present crisis. He men-
tioped measures taken in US to
eounln disinformation spread
“by Pakistan sided Kashmir
American Council.

some basic qu
“return of this commuaity withia

& definife time frame. Flaying
tha government policy in tac-

“Ming the Kasbimir problam, he

suid thet Keahm br could not bt fem

allegod thai It was ‘onniving
with forcen warking againatane
pactiguiarcommunity,

. Mr CL Gadoo, President
Kashmiri Samiti Delhi, hailed
the efforts of the organisation in
lumalu the comuul'y view

Ay e

Islamic

iy

' Ao exodus and ponlbnuy\dl

pointin political context sad in
cvolving measures to ensure
their retwurn in Valley with
honour,

DrAgniShekhar convenorof
‘Panun Kazhmic' spoke about
inherentdangersinvolvedin the
extinction of the race and death
of & community. In his tense yet
forceful speech he said to save
Kashmiri Hindu is w save
Kashmir and India eventually,

Mr Khsjuria, in his conclud-
ing remarks stressed the need 1o
differentiate between Islam and
" fundamentalism,
average Muslim and secessio-
nist forces. Blaming the suc-
cessive  state  and contral
government for present cir-

‘cumstances he said it was their

responsibility to send the
Kashmiri Hindus back to Valley
with dignity and ensure an’
atmosphers- of honour and
security.for them there,




PANUN KASHMIR REPORTS
Right from 1947, the Islamic forces in the Valley have been mustering
support from within and outside this country for creation of NIZAM-E-MUSTAFA in
the Valley of Kashmir. The Kashmiri Pandit who was the only remanant of Indianness
in the Valley, therefore, was the only resistance in the way of Islamic Jehad. That is
why his being hounded out from the land of his ancestors became imperative in the
design of the secessionists.
To see the problem in its entirety one needs to look into the figures of the
Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir which tell a tale of their own.The total area of the state
including the area under POK, area under the illegal occupation of China in Ladakh
and area illegally handed over to China by Pakistan, is 2,22,236 Sq. Kms. The area
under the illegal occupation of Pakistan & China adds up to 1,20,849 Sg. Kms. The net
area left over works at 1,01,387 Sg. Kms. Population wise Kashmir division is left with
a slight edge over the other two divisions of Jammu & Ladakh In fact, the population
of Kashmir division works at 31,34,904 while the population of Jammu division is
27,18,113 & that of Leh & Kargil put together is 1,34,721. The population of Kashmir
division comes to 52.35% of the total population of the state. The percentage of Jammu
division & that of Ladakh division work at 45.39 and 2.24 respectively. It is a
misnomer to say that Kashmiri Pandit has been hounded out from his native land today
only; in fact, ever since Independence and even centuries before that he has been
suffering persecution at the hands of the majority community and their fundamentalist
leadership.
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR JANUARY 1992, REPORTS

Plea for KP Homeland in the Valley

PANUN KASHMIR is a Jammu based
organisation of migrants/ refugees from the
Kashmir Valley, Comprising mainly of young
intellectuals, professors, doctors, engineers,
computer specialists, scientists, scholars and
reserachers, PANUN KASHMIR is not merely
an organisation but a Movement, launched with
the sole objective of securing the inalienable right
of the Kashmiri Hindus to return to their
ancestral homes in the Valley.

Panun Kashmir held a two-day convention,
called Margdarshan-91, in Jammu on 26th of last
month to finalise strategy to fight out the elements
which forced Hindus 1o leave the Valley and to
launch a movement for creation of security zones
with constitutional safeguards in the Valley itself.
Over 1,000 delegates from all over the country and
abroad auended the convention. Speaker after
speaker reiterated the resolve of the Kashmiri Hindu
Migrants to retumn to their homes not only with full
honour and dignity but also as soon as possible. It
was emphasised that not many members of
Parliament knew much about the real issues in
Kashmir and the difficulties faced by Hindus in the
Valiey.

A resolution adopted on the opening day of the
convention said that the State and the Union
govemments had refused to deal with Muslim
communalism and secessionism effectively and
firmly. Militant violence in Kashmir aimed at
destroying the secular fabric of the society, The
resolution pointed out that the whipping up of
religious sentiments in the very political set-up of
the state was initiated right in 1947 and has been

—Prof. Nachiketa

since continued by the state government with silent
approval of the Union government. The special
constitutional framework of the state has enabled the
secessionist forces and agents of Pakistan to assume
control over the administration of Jammu and
Kashmir with apparent case,

The Union Government had always ignored the
fact that the Hindus in Kashmir were citizens of
India and they deserved to be treated like were the
other citizens in the country irrespective of their
religion. The convention, therefore, demanded that
the government must discontinue all policies which
were discriminatory in nature and affected Kashmiri
Hindus' future. The convention also felt the need
to counter disinformation campaing about Kashmir
launched by the pro-militant organisations who seem
to have enormous funds and resources at their

disposal.

Mr. Subash Kak, a computer-scientist from
Kashmir settled in the USA said that Indo-American
Kashmir Front (IAKF) had been constituted in
America and it would counter propaganda by the
pro-Pakistani forces. It was pertinent 1o tell the
people in India and abroad what the actual situation
was before help and support could be sought from
them. He said the Indian community in USA would
strive to build up political pressure through media,
Congressmen, Senators and the people to force the
Indian government to take effective steps for the safe
return of the migrants to their homes in the Valley.
The migrant community should be free to set up its
own professional institutions in the Valley and it
should be ensured that Hindus get representation in
the state legislature,

Koshur Samachar

January 1992
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Seated from left ar—Dr. Agnishekhar, Shri C.1. Gadoo, Dr. Dhirendra Sharma, Shri MM. Khajuria, Dr. Subash Kak and Shri D.C. Prashant

Mr, Chaman Lal Gaddy, President, Kashmiri
Samiti, Delhi, said that all the Kashmiris wherever
they were would help the migrants achieve their
goal.

Prof. Balraj Madhok, President, Jan Sangh,
demanded that a separate zone in Kashmir Valley
should be created where non-Muslims could live and
safeguard their socio-economic and political
interests. He said that Article 370 of the Constitution
should be abrogated as it was discriminatory in
nature. The Kashmir problem had been created due
to rise in [slamic fundamentalism both in India as
well as abroad.

Prof. Jaya Rao called it painful that Kashmin
Hindus had to lcave their homes in the Valley. Prof.
Rao gave a new slogan ‘“‘Jai Kashmir, Vijay
Kashmir and Apna Kashmir"'.

Prof. Srim Poche, Chairman, Assembly of Tibetan
People’s Deputies, Central Tibetan Secretariat,
expressed his anguish over the displacement of
Kashmiri Hindus from their native land. He wished
an early solution to the Kashmir problem and return
of Kashmiri Hindus to their homes in the Valley.

Dr. Agni Shekhar said that Hindus were the
foundation of Kashmir and with their flecing the

state, a total civilisation was being wiped out. In his
tense, yet forceful, speech, he said, w save Kashmiri
Hindu is to save Kashmir and India eventually,

A resolution adopted at the concluding session of
the convention demanded a separate homeland for
migrants in the Kashmir Valley. Once this homeland
was carved out, it should be brought under the
provisions of the Constitution of India so that the
Kashmiri Hindus enjoy rights to life, liberty,
freedom of expression, faith, equality and rule of
law. The proposed homeland for Kashmiri Hindus
should be placed under the Central administration
with Union Territory status.

The organisers of the convention made it clear
that there were about seven lakh Kashmiri Hindus
who had migrated from the Valley n the past 100
years and were keen 10 seitle in the new homeland,

The resolution, among other things, expressed
shock over the way the Central government had
acted as a silent spectator when the secessionists and
communalists drove out the Pandits from the Valley,
The resolution urged the government to concede
equal rights to the minority Hindu community as a
party (o any future deliberations for normalising the
situation in the Valley.

Koshur Samachar

Janvary 1992
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RESOLUTION

The terrorist violence which has ravaged the State of Jammu and Kashmir for the last four years is the

culmination of the long secessionist movement carried on by the fundamentalist forces in Kashmar since
1947 and overtly and coverily supported by Pakisian. Terrorism in Kashmir is a Muslim religious crusade
aimed at the secession of the State from the Republic of India and its merger with Pakistan. It is founded
on an ideological struggle of which the main tenels are:—

i

i.

that Kashmir which has a majority Muslim population should become a part of Pakistan on the basis
of religion;

that all institutions which siand for secularism and democracy be desiroyed and all individuals or
groups that vouch for equality, justice and religious tolerance be eliminated;

that the rich cultural traditions of Kashmir hallowed over more than five thousand years of its history
be demolished and replaced by Islamic fundamentalism.

Pakistan is deeply involved in its attempts to subvert the constitutional and administrative machinery
of the State of Jammu and Kashmir in order to strain and snap the relations between the State and
the Republic of India. lts abetment in the terrorist violence by lending moral, political and military
support is common knowledge. The terrorists operative in Jammu and Kashmir are being trained in
camps raised for this purpose in Pak-held K ashmir and the neighbowring states of Pakistan, and then
pushed into India to cause large scale anarchy, destruction, arson, murder, molestation and rape

The Kashmiri Hindus have become the first victims of terrorism as a result of which they had to
fice the place of their abode. The Hindus in Kashmir have, right from the dawn of freedom. faced
andfougucommﬁmmdfumuﬁmﬂrymamafdxl’edic heartland of India and
have lived in Kashmir from times immemorial. In fact, they are the original inhabitants of the Valley
of Kashmir, now reduced to an ethnic minority, with a history of more than five thousand years dating
back beyond the **Neelmat Era’", almost contemparary to the Vedic civilization of India. The Hindu
religious precepts have borne the message of universal peace, brotherhood and co-existence of all
crecdsmdfa’:lu.TkllhdmofKaﬂn-ﬁmtkmgaﬁma/"SW' and Shaivite Monism and
Hiu)unandSamamﬁnBudhimwﬁchspreadwCalrdAsia.Twandmslm China. They

d the great Shaivite doctrine of Trika and the theory of recognition. Kalhana, Jonaraja,
Praj-Bhat Shuka and Shrivara, the great masters of History compiled the historical chronicle of
Rajatarangni. The Hindu Kingdom of Kashmir reached its zenith with the ascendance of the Karkotas
whalKaslln'roonmndcdrapeaandvibw[mniz:nighbowingﬁngdomtiﬂdzfallqumlas.
The ascendancy of Muslim Sultans in the thirteenth century witnessed fierce religious persecution and
Wmmmmdmrmmnwumwmm.mmmm
to surrender.

TkalniﬁPmmphydamrdeiumclhmﬁmmggkangthﬁmw
MWWMWSMT&MdWWWMwM
mcbdtkSmh:kd?mhdtkgMafﬂuﬁlmhlmmsaﬁmmb
mmmgqumrm.mmmwmfmnmﬂm
DMMI%&MIMWWMMW&&S&MWW
faNMn&WuMhWMﬁkaahﬁPanbmw
first call for self-government.

Koshur Semachar 7 Janwary 1992
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Since the independence of India and accession of Kashmir to the Indian Union, the K ashmiri Hindus have
continued to fight the religious precedence as well as the separation which accompanied the rise of Muslim
communalism. They were reduced to a plight of slavery, miserty and servitude but they did not react against
Muslim communalism as a communal minority. Inspite of the forces arraigned against them viz., Muslim
fundamentalists, the Muslimised State-apparatus and the secessionist group, the Hindus suffered at the stake
to save the secular and democratic image of Kashmir and India. While resisting the orchestrated moves
fostered by Muslim communalists inside the state and their mentors in Pakistan to Islamise the State and
snaich it from the Union of India, the Hindus became the victims of communal hatred and faced hostility,
ridicule and privation. The Indian leaders, on the other hand, served their peity personal interests and party
objectives leaving the field open for the fundamentalists to carry out their nefarious designs. The Kashmiri
Hindu was the main obstacle in the attainment of the goal of fundamentalists and was branded as the agent
of the Government of India. Even a leader of the stature of Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah charged them of
acting as the fifth column of India. They, thus became the victims of a dangerous irony, wehre on the one
hand they were persecuted because of their adherence to the values of secularism and democracy enshrined
in the Indian Constitution and on the other hand they were jettissoned by the rulers of India.

The Hindus of Kashmir, because of their minority character with negligible representation in the State
legislature and bureaucracy, became helpless onlookers to the manouvering, manipulation and distortion
of the established democratic, constitutional and legal institutions of the State which gave rise to Muslim
majoritarianism. Under this system Kashmiri Hindu faced a deliberate, steady and relentless squeeze of
his constitutional, political and legal rights and was forced into a slow exouds. In the process nearly three
lakhs Hindus have already left the valley during the last four decades.

Muslim majoritarianism is inherently communal in natwre. The India partition was not an accident of
history nor was it contrived by the British to contain the Indian freedom movement. It was the culmination
of the Muslim struggle for separate Muslim majority State were the pre-eminence of Muslim Umah was
recognized. During the last forty years of the history of Pakistan the Hindus who constituted nearly thirty
percent of its population at the ouiset are reduced to only one percent as on today. The operative design
of Muslim communalism in Kashmir has almost been similar—the Hindus of Kashmir who formed about
nine per cent of the population of Kashmir in 1947 are almost wiped out of the Kashmir Valley by now.
As a part of the grand strategy for the attainment of the Islamic and fundamentalistic State of Kashmir,
communal elements and terrorists are bent upon annihilating the Kashmiri Hindus as a result of which their
exodus has been made inevitable.

The terrorist violence has taken a heavy toll of unarmed, peace-loving and tolerant Hindus of Kashmir
valley. Hundreds of Hindus-men, women and children-were brutally murdered and hundreds were subjected
to inhuman torture and suffering. The community was driven out of Kashmir valley by force or on the pain
of death. The properties left behind by them have been looted and their houses burnt or destroyed by dynamite,
Right at present a scorched earth policy is being followed by terrorists by systematically burning the Hindu
localities, Hindu houses and Hindu shrines and temples,

Kashmir history is replete with the contribution of Kashmiri Hindus to the Nation's march in general
and that of Kashmir in particular. Kashmiri Hindus have served as a beacon light to the entire national
polity and are the real founders of secularism and democracy in Kashmir. In the modernization of the State
of Jammu and Kashmir, the Hindus have contributed much more than their share and have imparted to
the Kashmiri society its scientific, progressive and humane outlook. Throughout their history, more specifically
in the modern times, they have tried their utmost to live at peace with their Muslim compatriots. The secular

Koshur Samachar 8 January 1992
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MESSAGE

It is great plasure to learn that PANUN KASHMIR—the socio-political movement launched by the Biradar,
has achieved considerable progress in creating an informed public opinion on the real issues confronting the
Kashmiri Pandits. That the Biradari has suffered traumatic experience and particularly the near obliteration
of the Kashmiri Pandit entity in physical, material, psychological, cultural and spiritual terms, is a serious
concern for all of us and also for those who value justice, peace, social harmony, democratic and secular values.
But our experience of past two years or so shows that both the official and public circles have not only failed
to grasp the ground realities in Kashmir but they have also proved to be complacent and incompetent in
responding to the situation adequately and positively.

This conference, which has been aptly titled as Marg Darshan-1991 being organised by PANUN KASHMIR,
is a positive and definite step towards removing the mist of ignorance thereby correcting the distortions in
perceptions of both our policy makers and the people at large, That this Marg Darshan has been dedicated
to the memory of great Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji and rightly so, is a clear reaffirmation of the gratitude, infinite
faith and trust the Kashmiri Pandit community continues to have in revered Sikh Guru for his great sacrifice
to save the defenceless Kashmiri Pandits under similar circumstances in the past.

Time has now come to search our hearts, scratch our brains and use our inherent strength to find an
honourable and lasting settlement to all our problems that have been besieging us time and again. | am sure
that the conference “Marg Darshan” will come out with definite recommendations so that the ultimate goal
of each member of the Kashmiri Pandit biradari, be it an old migrant or the currently displaced person, to
return to his/her BIRTHLAND with dignity, honour, full constitutional safeguards to protect his economic,
political, cultural, religious and ethnic identity, is achieved withina specific time-frame. As its name suggests,
the MARG DARSHAN should address itself to this vital question, which is fundamental to the very survival
of the Kashmiri Pandit community.

I was eager to participate in this conference but due to unforeseen problems, | have missed this opportunity
to take part in this huge gathering of our Biradari and have intimate interaction with them. May the blessings
of Goddess Sharika Devi and Guru Tegh Bahadur ji be with us in fulfilling your noble aims. I wish you all
SUCCeess.

New Delhi S.L. SHAKDAR

MESSAGE

‘Marg Darshan 91’ claims to chart out and show a way out of the darkness enveloping the Kashmiri Pandits
today. If it succeeds even partially and dispels only a patch of the darkness to help us see and understand
the situation clearly, it would be highly rewarding.

We are caught in a blinding stormy sea, rudderless and confused. The only way to fight out is by paddling
in a determined and single-minded unison, with the heart set on our objective of going back to our home,
and the head staying calm and cool, calculating and planning all the way.

Let each of our moves be informed by realism and pragmatism. Let not our progeny and history find us
to have been wanting in dynamism and resilience to master the evolving eventualities with sagacity, imagination
and courage.

Dwarkanath Munshi

President AIKS,
New Delhi and Convener, Save Kashmir Front
Koshur Samachar 10 January 1992
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CHAPTER IlI
UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS

KASHMIRI PANDITS BECAME REFUGEES IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY!
The Kashmir Valley is in grip of terrorist trauma engineered by Pakistan. In fact, it is a
low cost proxy war declared by Pakistan against India to grab Kashmir. The grimmest
fallout of this atrocious Pakistan operation is the total exodus of the Hindu minority
from Kashmir Valley. It has threatened the unity of India and the very survival of
Kashmiri Hindu minority. They have been uprooted from Kashmir Valley. The future
Is bleak and their existence is in danger. The following census figures speak volumes:

Year Muslims Hindus Others

1941 |83% 15% 2%
1981 |92% 5% 3%
1991 |97% 0.1% 2.9%

Along with the selective Kkillings of the prominent Kashmiri Pandits, the terrorists
resorted to their intimidation, loot of their property and the rape of their women. These
terrorists pasted names of the Kashmiri Pandits, listed on their hit lists, on lamp-posts
in Hindu localities, to terrorize the community. Notices, fixing the dates for the Hindus
to quit the Valley, were issued through local papers.

Anti-Hindu and pro-secession and Islamic fundamentalist slogans were blared,
for nights together, over loud-speakers from mosques, throughout the valley. Lakhs of
Muslims demanding secession, chanting slogans of ‘“Nizami Mustafa” and led by
armed terrorists, paraded in the streets of Srinagar and elsewhere. Hell was let loose on
the minority community.

Kashmiri Pandits left the valley, leaving behind their valuable immovable as
well as movable properties, worth several thousand crores. They were compelled to
give up their jobs, business, and other income yielding assets.

The traumatic experiences of Kashmiri Pandits were so acute that they found
themselves left along to their fate, face to face with death and dishonour. The total
breakdown of the law and order machinery spread a sense of insecurity, which was so
severe that the most of the Pandits, more than 400,000, fled the valley and migrated to
Jammu and Delhi in the dark hours of the night without any belongings. There by the
ethnic cleansing of the Pandits was completed. This concluded the process of
liquidation of Kashmiri Pandit community from Kashmir.
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KASHMIRI HINDUS AT THE CROSSROADS OF HISTORY

The plight of the community becomes an issue of national concern. If
Kashmiri Hindus represent the values of the Indian nation, then the state bears a
responsibility to protect their lives and properties in the Valley, to provide support for
them in exile, and to facilitate their return home. The state’s failure to fulfill this
responsibility constitutes an act of heartless neglect, deliberate indifference, and even
“inexplicable and ignoble conspiracy.” This moral failure is a betrayal of the nation

and its people..... (International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski,
Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)
INDIAN EXPRESS JANUARY 1, 1992, REPORTS

: - -

INashmiri
migrants
Iathichargsed

EXPRESS NEWS SERIVE

NIEW DEL I — At least 25 per-
sons were injured when the police
resorted to a lathicharge to dispersc
K ashmiri Hindu miigrants protesting
against their non-representation at
the National Integration Council
(INIC) meeting. The incident occur-
red on Tuesday morming outside
Parliament Annexe, venue of the
NIC mecting.

Some 40 people were taken 1into
custody. Among the injured was Mr
C.1I.. Gadoo, who heads the Delh:
unit of the cashmiri Samiti. The
srotest outside Parlbiament AAannocxc

ad been organised jointly by the
All India Kashmiri Samaj. Kashmiri
Samiti of Delhi and Punun Kashmir.

T rouble began when thhe protest-
ing migrants tried to move towards
M the venue . The police moved in, and
when cfforts to stop the protestors
failed ., resorted to a lathicharge to
disperse the crowd. The migrants
also wanted o submit a memoran-
dum to the NIC members.

I_ater describing the police action
as ““wanton and brutal™, Prof M.L..
Raina of the All India Kashmiri
Samaj,. Mr V. B. Tikoo of the Kash-
miri Samiti of IDelhit and Mr Ramesh
Kumar of Punun Kashmir. in a joint
statement, warned the Centreoe

ot
to drive the displaced 1o desperation

and militancy.”” They said the mig-
rants wanted to register their protest
against “‘the pnrepresentative char-
acter of the NIC on Kashmir and
Punjab.™”

The Commissioner of Police, Mr
Arun Bhagat, on Tuesday rencwed
orders to clamp Section 144 in and
arocound Parliament

The order, which came into
effect on Tuauesday, will remain in
force for a period of 30 days.

(Ficture on P 3)

....... A A - . Y
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Koshur Samachar , Feb. 1992 Reports

IHE HULUUAUSI DAY

Observed by

MSII\IIRI SAMITI DELHI

A section of the huge procession vending its way
through Lajpat Nagar.

Al

S/Shri C.L. Gadoo, H.N. Jattu and Sunil Shakdher
| - leading the march.
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CONFERENCE OF KASHMIRI PANDIT ASSOCIATIONS

‘In February 1992, Kashmiri Samiti Delhi hosted a two-day meeting of the
Executive Committee of the AIKS, including representatives of its affiliated units, at
the Kashmir Bhawan in order to evaluate the situation facing the community and
develop a consensus on the future course of action. Chaman Lal Gadoo, President of
Kashmiri Samiti Delhi, opened the meeting with an address entitled “KPs at the
Crossroads of History”..... “There is an urgent need,” he said, “more than ever it was,
for the community to evolve a plan of action for the future rehabilitation and return of
our people to our motherland” . He continued by outlining the Kashmiri Hindu
community’s right to their motherland: | want to make one thing very clear. The
Kashmiri Pandits will not renounce the right to their motherland. Kashmir belongs to
us. Kashmir is our history, Kashmir is our home, Kashmir is our tradition. Our temples
are in Kashmir and our entire past is associated with its soil. We will not allow to be
dispossessed and our culture to be destroyed”. He also directed the AIKS Executive
Committee to to consider the resolution demanding a homeland as proposed by Panun
Kashmir at Jammu.” (Gadoo 1992:8)
(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor
of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)

\'Sip | "N

SRS
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y g ot EIO TP A 8 O SRR
Kashmlrl Samltl held Conference of Kashmlrl Pandlt Assomatlons at Delhi
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DAUGHTERS OF VITASTA IS BORN!

World Conference of Kashmiri Pandits was held by Panun Kashmir in Siri
Fort Auditorium on 28th Dec and 29th Dec 1992. The conference was held for two
days to highlight socio economic state of KPs and develop a broader path for obtaining
welfare & justice for Kashmiri Pandits.

In 1st session, awards ceremony was done in recognition of important
personalities. The award was named on Community deity Mata Sharada whose Temple
is in POK.

The 2nd session was highlighted by presentation of papers on the Homeland by
KPs who had come from all corners of India and world. The session saw adoption of
Homeland as Solution for settlement of KPs.

Next day a big step was taken by Panun Kashmir by recognizing the
contribution of KP women in every aspect of KP life and culture.
For the first time in the history of Kashmiri Pandits, women were given full respect &
full space in the community and importance of their role was recognized.
Daughters of Vitasta was introduced in the conference as a full-fledged Women’s wing
of PK. Their role was to take further the Socio-Political work of the organization and to
develop awareness on the rights of KPs.

The founder members were Smt Shakti Bhan, Smt Nancy Kaul, Smt Nirja
Tickoo and Smt Phoola Tickoo and they were given full responsibility socially and
politically. This was the big achievement and event for DOV & KP community.

(Inputs with thanks from Smt. Nancy Kaul, Daughters of Vitasta)

Ral - S { / 5
Bl o g

PARTICIPATION OF MATER SHAKTI IN STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL!
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CHAPTER IV
UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS,
DESTRUCTION OF TEMPLES IN KASHMIR

“Laltaditya, 761 A.D., founded the Karkota Empire of Kashmir. He extended his
power into the upper Punjab in the south and west of India and western Tibet in the
north. He built many magnificent temples in Kashmir, the most imposing of them
being the temple of Martand. After him, king Avantivarman built two temples, Avanti-
Swamin dedicated to Vishnu, and Avanti-Swara dedicated to Shiva. His son Sankara
Varman built two elegant temples at Pattan, both dedicated to Shiva. During the reign
of the Muslim Sultan Sikandar, known as the iconoclast, most of the Hindu temples
were destroyed. The temple of Martand was reduced to ruins. The task of destroying
the remaining temples was accomplished by Sikander’s successors. The destruction of
the Hindu temples in Kashmir continued unchecked during the Chak rule, which
followed the Shahmiri Sultanate, the rule of the Mughals, who wrested Kashmir from
the Chaks and the Durrain Pathans, who followed the Mughals.”

Corroborating the above account, Walter R Lawrence, a British Revenue official
of the Government of India, who wrote extensively on the Kashmir, writes, “After
destroying most of their temples, Sikandar turned his attention to the people who
worshipped there and he offered them three choices: death, conversion or exile.
Tradition affirms that only eleven families of the Hindus were left alive in
Kashmir.”The temple of Tarapida, built by the Hindu king Tarapida and was situated
close to the present Nawhatta crossing in Srinagar. The temple was also demolished
during the reign of Sikander. On its ruins was built the Jamia Masjid in 1407AD. After
the destruction of the Tarapida temple and the construction of the Jamia Masjid over its
ruins, the Sadbhava Sri temple situated to west of Masjid was converted into a Ziarat,
which was later named Ziarat Pir Haji Mohamad. The Sadbhava temple was built by
the Hindu king Praversena-11. After some time, Sultan Qutub-ud-Din was buried inside
the Ziarat, turning it into a tomb. Before his death, Sikander converted the magnificent
temple of Maharishi Mandir, situated near the eastern embankment of Zaina Kadal
Bridge over the river Jhelum, into a tomb for his queen.

Sultan Sikander carried his depredations to northern Kashmlr as well, where
Hindu temples and shrines were demolished and destroyed with greater zeal. The
Narendera Shivara temple was built by Narendraprabha, the queen of Pratapditya-II. It
was destroyed during the reign of Sikander. Sikander’s son, Zain-ul—Abdin, also
known as Badshah, used the stone slabs and the rubble of the demolished temple in the
construction of the bund from Naidkhai to Sopore. A magnificent temple stood in the
centre of a small island in the middle of the Wullar lake. Zain-ul-Abdin ordered the
demolition of the temple. The island was called Sona Lanka and the king converted it
into an amusement garden called Zaina Dab’.

(Kashmir—Hindu Shrines by Chanman Lal Gadoo)
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DESTRUCTION OF TEMPLES IN KASHMIR CONTINUD...

‘The establishment of the supremacy of Islam in India is a part of the history of
India. The commitment of the Muslims to fight idolatory found expression in the
destruction of the Hindu temples, the centres of idol worship in India. “The Hindu
temples are the abode of God. They are not prayer houses”. In the Hindu temples
Param Parmeshwar is worshipped in the iconic forms, he assumed with the evolution
of the Sanskrit civilization of India, as the manifestation of the unity of the universal
existence and the embodiment of the creation. The rise of the Muslim power in India,
set in motion, sociological conflict. The Muslim struggle to efface the religious culture
of the Hindu India formed a part of that conflict. The Mughal conqueror Babar,
informed of the destruction of Ayodhya, exclaimed in ecstacy, “For Islam’s sake, I
wandered in the wilds, prepared for war with Pathans and Hindus, resolved myself to
meet the martyr’s death. Thanks be to God, a Ghazi I became”...... There was no
difference in the religious policy of the Muslim rulers in India and the religious policy
of the Muslim rulers in Kashmir, who established their hold over the ancient Hindu
kingdom in the early fourteenth century AD. The Muslim rulers of Kashmir
disapproved of all forms of idol worship, the same way the Muslim rulers in India did.
The Hindu temples and shrines, being the centres of idol worship among the Hindus,
evidently attracted the wrath of the Muslim rulers, who proclaimed themselves, the
defenders of their faith. In many respects the severity of persecution of the Hindus in
Kashmir, was greater than in the rest of India and the temples and Hindu shrines were
exposed to wider destruction, than they were in the rest of the country.’

(Kashm

Kashmiri Pandits Demostrating against Destruction of Temples in Kashmir
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HINDU TEMPLES

‘As a major militant assault on the Hindus was delivered in January 1990, the
Hindu temples and shrines, religious places and Hindu religious institutions, came
under heavy attack of the militants. Almost all over the Kashmir province, temples
were who carried, subjected to bomb attacks and at many places, set on fire. In
suburban villages and remote regions of the province, Hindus having fled away, there
was no one left to report the damage done to the temples or complain about it. The
State Government exhibited no interest in the protection and safety of the Hindu
temples. The administrative organization, predominately Muslim, and infested with
pro-Pakistan and separatist agents, made no efforts to collect any information about the
demolition and damage done to the Hindu temples. At many places in Srinagar as well
as the other townships of the Kashmir, Hindus who went to lodge complaints about the
desecration or demolition of temples, misappropriation of their land, arson and
incendiary attacks on their homes, were turned back from the police-stations and
District and Tehsile offices, without being able to get their complaints registered.’
(Kashmir—Hindu Shrines by Chanman Lal Gadoo)

KASHEMIR

HINDU RELIGIOUS CULTURE

CHAMAN LAL GADOO

INTRODUCTION

Dr. MOHAN KRISHEN TENG
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22-2-~1993

FIXING THE FIXER

By : Kidar Nath Sahani

In consonance with the latest effort of the
pseudo-secularists to play down the demolition and the
damage done to temples in Kashmir 'Valley in the past
5 years, Mr. B.G. Verghese in his article titled
"Fixinq Facts" has done l:is best to camouflage the
bitter truth of damage and destruction of temples in
Kashmir as a virtu.al non-event. However, notwithstand-
ing his abilities as a writer of eminence, he does make

a few admissions which must be noticed at the very
outset :-

"I explained that some temples in Kashmir Valley
had indeed been damaged during a period of
canmunal tension in Kashmir early in 1986
mostly in Anantnag District but that the Shrines

had been repaired by the Administration with
conmunity participation. s.cevvevievines My

£
recent inquiries effectively estabeish that
38 religious places were indeed affected
including -Ganpatyar and Sheetalnath in Srinagar.

essssvssssss There have been reports of damage

to temples in Jammu and Kashmir after the 5
events in Ayodhya on December 6. Officlial
sources ‘Indicate that some 52 religious places
many of them suiall and 1splated structureswere
attacked stealthily at night in causing minor

damages in most cases".
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KASHMIRI HINDUS AT THE CROSSROADS OF HISTORY

The plight of the community becomes an issue of national concern. If

Kashmiri Hindus represent the values of the Indian nation, then the state bears a

responsibility to protect their lives and properties in the Valley, to provide support for

them in exile, and to facilitate their return home. The state’s failure to fulfill this

responsibility constitutes an act of heartless neglect, deliberate indifference.
INDIAN EXPRESS REPORTS March 14, 1993
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DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT OF ‘INDIA TODAY’

The issue of the demolition and damage to the Hindu temples was raised in the
Indian Parliament. On 12 March 1993, the Minister of State of Home in the
Government of India stated in the Parliament that thirty eight Hindu temples had been
demolished and damaged in Kashmir during the period from 1989, to 1991. He stated
that during the year 1989, thirteen temples were demolished and damaged, during the
year 1990, nine temples were demolished and damaged and during the 1991, sixteen
temples were demolished and damaged.

YEAR TEMPLES DAMAGED AND DEMOLISHED

1989 13

1990 9

1991 16
TOTAL 38

On April 10, 1993, a demonstration was held in front of the office of ‘India Today’
at Cannaught Place, New Delhi, by Kashmiri Samiti. The demonstrators burnt the
copies of ‘India Today’ and raised slogans condemning the wrong picture given about
Hindu temples of Kashmir. Indian media has been distorting the facts about damaging
and burning of Kashmir Hindu Shrines since first onslaught during the year 1986 in
South Kashmir.  Kashmiri Hindus had been protesting all the time for the
disinformation campaign by the Indian media.

Later during the day, Delhi police took custody all the demonstrators and kept
them at nearest police station for the day. In the evening all the demonstrators were

released.
e AT R BV
: TRe by — ]
< Sl e

? o

l

oy |

Delhi police whisking away the demonstrators, S/ Sh. Rajinder Premi,
C.L.Gadoo and others seen in the picture
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The Current fabricated an interview in
which 1 reportedly vowed to finish Muslims
in Kashmir. I sued Current in the High
Court for 20 lakh indemnity. The story was
fabricated and it could not escape. It
confessed its guilt, which was subsequently
published in its issue of 6-5-92.

valley?

DRGANISER

(From p.10)
span of three years not » singlo
mlpri\hnshca:;-msccumdunda
TADA. All that 1 had achicved
hes been undone since then. In
1992, 4000 cases of sttack on
security personnel were
An average 14-15 terrorist re-
lated cases of violence are
reported daily.
S.L. Shakder
Shri S.1. Shakder, said in his
presidential address that GOl is
behaving like a weak and
juvenile governmeni SO far as
Kashmir is concerncd, The
ygovernment takes ad hoc
decisions which is marked by
sharp difference of opinion in its
ranks. Union Hotne Minister ex
presses onc thing and Minister of
State for Internal Security,
another,

vy S

Kashmir Temples—the real issues

10

The Muslim community,
though never tired of demunding

While in America some people asked me:
** Are you the same Jagmohan who made
many Kashmiri pandits flee from the

»+ | wondered at their source of
information. They told me that in India
Abroad one Kuldip

Nayyer has said so!

jon for themsel-

minority
ves is cariously silent over the
fate of the Hindu minority in
Kashmir, When | leda delegation
to PM, his junior minister, ]

Rajesh Pilot, strungely cnough,
demanded proof of temple
destruction from me. Overcome
with disgust 1 reminded him that
it was his job to find out the truth.
The open rebellion by Jammu
and Kashmir Armed Police
(JKPA) has expased the weak-
pess of the government on the
onc hand and the strength of ant
astional forces an the other.

C.L. Gadoo

Shri C.L. Gadoo, Chairman of
Suve Kashmir Front, said that
there sre very few people in the
country who call a spade o spade.
We have taken care 1 invite only
those
1o speak the truth.

Under a sinister design,

speakers who have the guts

18,000 homes of Kushuniri pun-
dits were gutted. Their temples,

jes wre being destroyed.
The fundamentalists are bent
upon Temoving all our symbols
and destroying our foots. But we
promisc you all that we will go
back to Kashmir, what msy
ocotne-

D.N. Munshi

DN, Munshi told that there
was a deliberate design 1o
desecrate symbols of Hindus.
Media men snd the government
arc also not lagging behind.
When confronted with ir-
refutable facts these people begin
mixing up datcs and places of the
cvents. Temple desecration is but
symptom of the anti-nationsl
ou:nspinm/. The real issue is in-
surgency and if GOl does not
wake up Kashmis will lip out of
Indis.

*Two books were released on
the occasion, one edited by
Devendra Swaroop and the other
by Sstyanand Kaul ‘Premi’, who
has translated the Gita into Urdu.
§/Shri Jagmohan and Kidar Nath
Sabmi respectively reteased tle

volumes m



KASHMIRI HINDUS WANT HOMELAND

The Kashmiri Pandits are the original inhabitants of the valley of Kashmir
ever since the birth of the valley. The orgin of the valley is said to be by divine
intervention when Kashypa Rishi materialized it from a huge lake. It has a history of
more than five thousand years of continuous habitation. Kalahanas Raj Tarangni,
highlighted as the first historical record of ancient India, was written by a Kashmiri
Pandit Kalhana. It offers a lucid account of the Hindu Kings and the rich cultural
traditions in the valley (Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah, 1969: 92).

The ruins of the famous temples like ,,Martand®, Parithaspura at Pattan, and
Narannag at Kangan and the excavations at Burzhoma in the outskirts of the city of
Srinagar speak of the architectural attainments as much as of the religious beliefs and
practices of ancient Kashmir. Kashmir during those days was the centre of learning and
the seat of a great University at Bijbehara near Anantnag to which scholars thronged
from all parts of the world for knowledge and learning and for the study of Sanakrit,
Literature, Philosophy etc.

(Wessis Anita and Zulfigar Gilani, 2001: 69-70)

5T T4 3 T 4 9 e T Y T, e v vz e o i st o it 3 s 4 e
o v fw | (o2 flrs: i fig)
Smt. Nancy Koul, Daughters of Vitasta and Sh. Vijay Tickoo, Panun Kashmir
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KASHMIRI HINDUS WANT HOMELAND CONTINUED...

T -
ot onlr;egosrrfzi s;:ﬁdgls of the blameless Kashmiris and its unspeakable aftermath is
bringing about this situg:ic?rrl] tlr':epclarr]'fI Iag g?]ve(rjnment and the people responsible for
: ends the death of seculari -
h , . : : ularism and the t
shreds the country’s fabric of integration so tenuously held together against thia;;;?d{;

increasing ferocity of the a i Ll .
Affair.” 1992) ssaults on it from within and outside India.(“A Tangled

7

4 THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI, FRIDAY JUNE 11 1993

By A Staff Reporter
NEW DELHL June 10.
FOR the first time, the Delhi's
Kashmiri Samiti has demanded
setting up of a homcland  for
Kashmiri migrants in Jammu and
Kashmr

At a press conference here today.
the Samiti’s president, Mre CL
Gadoo. said that the homeland
should be given the Union Ter-
ritory status and run on the pattern
of Chandigarh.

RBesides the migrants, other secu-
tar Kashmins should also be sel-
tled in the homeland. He said thal
the propastd  state should be
within the framework.of the Indian
Constiitution.

Rejecting the Union home mini-
| ger. Mr S.B Chavan's proposal for
selling up @ security zone within
the state for Kashmin migrants,
Mr Gadoo said unless and unul
pormalcy  was restored in  the
wrouble-torn Valley, not @ single
migrant would prefer 10 go there.

CHAVAN-PILOT RIFT: He al-
Jeged that sharp differences have
cropped up between Mr Chavan
and Mr Rajesh Pilot, minister of
sate for home affairs, over the
setting up of a zonc in the Valley.
Mr Chavan floated the idea of the
security zone, Mr Pilot opposed 1t
outrightly, he added.

Mr Gadoo blamed the successive

Homeland for Ka

governments at the Centre for 10y
ifig with the Kashmir problem. In
the past three years. whenever an
initiative was taken to solve the
problem of the migrants. there was

‘change at the Centre, he added.
" The Samiti president ‘expr‘csscd

his sesentment over alleged

il treatment being meted out 1o
hundreds of migrants living in
various parts of the couniry.
“Whenever, there is trouble in the
Valley. officials rush from New
Defhi 10 take stock of the existing
gituation, But no body seems 10 be
bothered about  300.000 people
who were forced 1o leave their
homeland a1 gun point,” he al-
leged.

Citing an cxample of govern-
ment’s  neghgence  lowards the
plight of Kashmin migrants, he
said that the migrants living in
camps were being given monetary
relief of about Rs 7 every day while
the militants in vanous camps
were paid Rs 35 a day.

Mr Gadoo said that roots of
Kashmiri pundits were  being
destroyed in a planned way. “On
an average 8 10 10 houses arc set
ablaze every day and the total
number of houses  gutted during
the past three years has touched
18.000 mark,” he added.

STUDENTS® FUTURE: Mr
Vijay Tikoo, @ Samiti leader. said

shmiris urged

the. future of more than 5.000
migrant students living in Jammu

was hanging in a balance. AS théir
results have nol been announced
by the Kashmir University, they
have been demed admissions n

Jammu. he said.

Mr. Tikoo alleged that special
treatment was being gven 10
Muslim candidates in staic
services. Though. 5,000 Kashmir
pundits had reured in the past
three years, but not a single mem-
ber of the community was ab-
sorbed in their place, he alleged.
Besides, he claimed .that 15,000
jobs were offered 10 Mushms
without any proper sCreening.

The Samiti also condemned the
role of various Human Rights or-
ganisations like the Coordinguon
Committee on Kashniir and the
PUCL for allegedly supporting the
cause of “sececssionist forces in the
Valiey, “They were merely working
as tools in the hands of the mili-
tants.” the Samiti allcged.

Asked whether the Samiti Was
towing the hine of the Bharatiya
Janata Party, Mr Gadoo sharply
reacted saying "it was the BIP
which was following our lines™.
The statements given by Ms
Ghabana Azami, a cin¢ Star thal
she was collecting funds for
Kashmiri migranis were also de-

nied,

P B — A
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Scrap Temporary Art. 370 for Peace and Prosperity of Jammu & Kashmir!
TRUTH ABOUT ARTICLE 370 OF INDIAN CONSTITUTION (Abridged)

The Indian federal polity grew out of two diametrically divergent processes
which underlined the devolution of authority to the provinces, in what was known as
the British India before the independence, and the integration of the Indian States,
which had acceded to India in accordance with the Instruments of Accession. The
Instruments of Accession envisaged the procedure by virtue of which the Indian States,
after the British withdrawal from India and the lapse of Paramountcy, exercised the
right to accede to the Dominion of India. The federal organization of India was,
therefore, constituted of the erstwhile Indian provinces of the British India and the
Indian States which were liberated from the British tutelage after the British colonial
organization came to its end in 1947.

Maharaja Hari Singh, the ruler of the Jammu and Kashmir State, acceded to the
Indian Dominion on the terms and conditions envisaged by the Instrument of
Accession which was drawn by the States Ministry of the Indian Dominion. Hari Singh
signed the standard Instrument of Accession, which the rulers of other acceding States
has signed earlier and he bound himself to the same obligations, which the rulers of the
other Indian States had accepted. There was no condition attached to the accession of
the State to India, which provided for any separate set of constitutional relationships
between Jammu and Kashmir and the Dominion of India. All the acceding States and
Unions of the States, Jammu and Kashmir being no exception, were reserved the right
to convene their own Constituent Assemblies to draw up the constitution for their
respective governments. Indeed, Constituent Assemblies were instituted in Mysore
State and the Surashtra States Union.

Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and the other National Conference leaders were
in jail when India won freedom and were released from imprisonment months after the
British had left. After their release the Conference leaders laid no conditions for the
accession of the State to India which they supported, except that they demanded the
transfer of State power to the people, a process to which the Indian Government was
equally committed. The claims made by several State leaders as well as many national
leaders that National Conference had endorsed the accession of the State to India on
the condition that Jammu and Kashmir would be constituted into a separate and
autonomous political identity on the basis of the Muslim majority character of its
population, is a distortion of history. The Conference leaders did not lay claim to any
immunity from the future Constitution of India nor any Indian leader gave any
assurance to the ruler of the State or the Conference leaders, about any special
constitutional position, Jammu and Kashmir would be accorded in the Indian federal
organization.

In May 1949, the Premiers of the State's took a stupendous decision in a
Conference at Delhi, in which the Negotiating Committee of the constituent Assembly
participated and entrusted the Constituent Assembly of India, the task of drawing up
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the Constitution for the States. The Jammu and Kashmir did not accept the decision
arrived in the Premiers Conference and expressed its preference to convene a separate
Constituent Assembly to draft a separate constitution for the State. Consequently, a
separate meeting was held on 14 May 1949, in Delhi between the representatives of the
State Government and the representatives of the Constituent Assembly in which
Sheikh Mohd Abdullah, Nehru and Patel participated. In the meeting the Conference
leaders blankly refused to accept the inclusion of the State in the constitutional
organization of India. They told the Indian leaders, in veiled words, that they favoured
a separate constitutional organization for the State in view of the Muslim majority
character of its population which they feared would be subjected to the dominance of
the Hindu majority in India.

Article 306-A was renumbered Article 370 at the revision stage. Jammu and
Kashmir State was included in the First Schedule of the Constitution of India which
described the territories of India. No other provision of the Constitution of India was
extended to Jammu and Kashmir. An explicit limitation was placed on the application
of the Constitution of India to the State, except in regard to the provisions of the
Seventh Schedule corresponding to the subjects by the Instrument of Accession to the
Indian Dominion. Accordingly, the power of the Union in respect of Jammu and
Kashmir was limited to the subjects in the Instrument of Accession viz. foreign affairs,
defense and communication.

Avrticle 370 of the Constitution of India envisaged provisions which stipulated;
(@) limitations on the application of the Constitution of India to the State, (b) the
division of powers between the Union and the State, (c) extension of the provisions of
constitution of India to the State, (d) modification and termination of the operation of
Article 370, and (e) the institution of a separate Constituent Assembly for the State.

The only part of the Constitution of India which was extended to the State
independent of Article 370 was the First Schedule of the Indian Constitution, which
described the territorial jurisdiction of the Indian Union. Jammu and Kashmir was
listed in the First Schedule and included in the territories of India. As a matter of fact,
the State was included in the First Schedule, in consequence of the Instrument of
Accession executed by the Ruler of the State which accomplished the irrevocable
integration of the State in the Dominion of India. The territorial jurisdiction of the
Indian State was created by the Independence Act of 1947, and Instruments of
Accession executed by the rulers of the erstwhile Princely States. The Constitution of
India described the territories of the Indian State, constituted by the transfer of power
to the Indian Dominion on 15 August 1947 and the accession of the States that
followed in due course. The inclusion of the State in the First-Schedule of the
Constitution of India actually placed it alongside the other Princely States which had
acceded to India.

The integration of Jammu and Kashmir into the State of India was, therefore,
brought about by the accession of the State to India and not by Article 370.
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Acrticle 370 was included in the transitional provisions of the Constitution of
India and was therefore, presumed to be of transitory nature. Indeed provisions were
incorporated in Article 370 by virtue of which the President of India was empowered to
modify or terminate the operation of its provisions by a notification, provided
recommendations to that effect were made by the Constituent Assembly of the State.
The President was empowered to extend the application of the provisions of the
Constitution of India to the State by an order issued by him in concurrence with the
State government. Presumably the temporary provisions, envisaged by Article 370,
were meant to remain in operation only so long as the Constituent Assembly of the
State completed its task. Evidently, the founding fathers of the Indian Constitution
could not have visualized a perpetual Constituent Assembly for the State.’

(Truth about Art.370 byDr. Mohan Krishen Teng & Chaman Lal Gadoo)

THE HINDU, Friday, June 11, 1903, [INDUSTAN TIMES, NEW DELHI, SATURDAY JUNE 12 1993
‘Hindus for
say in futur
of Kashmir

NEW DELHI, Junec 11 (HTC)
The Hindus in Kashmir have de-
manded that they must have a say i

" Kashmiri Samiti for
scrapping of Art. 370

From Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, June 10.
The Kashmin Samiti, an apex body of
Kashmiri migrants, has reiterated its demand for

-

their involvement while making any decision re-
Igardmg the future of the strife-torn Kashmir Vai-
ey

Addressing a press conference here today, Mr
C L Gadoo. president of the Samiti said no pol-
icy decision taken where the Kashmiri pandits
were not involved would be acceptable to them

He suggested scrapping of Article 370 besides
full political, constitutional and fundamental rights
for the Kashmiri pandits. Terrorist violence in the
Valley should be dealt with firmly to prepare ap-
propriate conditions for the migrants to return to
their aGncestraI home

Mr. Gadoo said Hindus were an important part
of the history of the State and had comnbt‘:taod
mast significantly to its development. To talk of
starting a p~litical initiative without their partici-

tion would be treachery of the worst kind

re can be no lasting solution to Kashmir im-
broglio ungl they are able to return home, Mr
san

Criticising the recent appointment of officia
in the Valley, Mr. Gadoo said that the Minister :f
State for Internal Security had entrusted adrrinis.
trative responsibilities to the same discredited lot
which was responsible for landing the State in
the present mess

“While Mr_ Rajesh Pilot is ready to hold
thiations with the terrorists, he is callous towards

the determination of the future of
the State. Talking to newspersons
here yesterday, Mr C. L. Gadoo,
president of the Kashmiri Samiti,
said that no political scttiement to

| worl

reiterated the demand for
brogation of Article 370 of the
stitution of India. He said that
ace in Kashmir Valley could not
restored if Hindus in Kashmir
ere left smouldering in their exile.
swering a question, he said that
reation of a Union Territory for
indus within Kashmir Valley was
e only solution to solve the Kash-
ir crisis,
Mr Gadoo said. ““Whatever be the
t obsessions of the Indian political
aders, the fact remains that terror-
m in Jammu and Kashmir is part of
the ‘jehad” waged by Muslim seces-
noné' ts to complete the unfinished
task of partition by taking the State
out of the Indian Upnion and inte-
grate it with Muslim Pakistan. "

“What can expose the double
standards and hypocrisy of our
champions of secularism as well of
leaders, better than their

the plight of the Kashmiri migrants,” Mr. Gadoo ‘o Ldel!ening silence over the atrocities.

said

hich Hindus in Kashmirwere not a)!

A ey A o
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- - - »
Kashmiri Samiti
criticizes Pilot

The Kashmiri Samiti of Delhi
has said that it would not
accept any political settlement
in the troubled Valley which is
reached at without its involve-
ment, reports PTL

The samiti president, Mr
Chaman Lal Gadoo, said the
situation in the Valley cannot
be improved so long as the
militancy was not curbed.

He criticized the réle of the
Internal Security Minister, Mr
Rajesh Pilot, and said the
Samiti felt he has little under-
standing of ground realities in
the State.

“We have been suffering and
have been uprooted from our
homes but the Government has
done nothing to help us,” Mr
Gadoo said.
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HINDUSTAN TIMES AUGUST 14,1993 REPORTS

T TS, v

m:ﬁ%ﬂ“hw

of Kashmir Semiti today sat on ¢ cems mmn mmmu&. Mhmmkﬁpg

::kngdmnmpmm ceae 14,0 new jobs. The Kash- tberpartsofhecouty, s family. Some seats should als be
continuoes apathy of the Gov- i Pandit migrantsshould s be mlhlwﬂcdtmuh mmdnpmumiepb

cu;:m:dsh gen thei share. A specil drve mmmmmmm

= president C. L. Gadoo, Should be launched 1o provid jobs. Stae Minister Miiser, was provided loanof whosemmmmrdyh
speaking on the occasion, 10 the migrant youths most of whom Rs 40 akh o runa businessin Dol added,

mmmde have already become overage. for which he had bypothecated the htquMthhm,

Statefor Home Rajesh Pilottosolve Thnwmdmdedthlﬂ: pr!x‘mybmedmborder MP, st the proestng

the Kashmir The steps Sate Government shoud crete an town mmm&mmmm

ennounce by bumcearyshow that 882 0 ases the ks 0 teir were enied s faclty to avl teamof MPswilvimigat

mmhﬂdh&mm e added.
NoeﬂmonKMm‘lm rghthl owers &mmmmw im: hm”’“‘“’"

82



THE HINDU, August 4, 1993, REPORTS
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HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN KASHMIR
SAMITI OBSERVE BLACK DAY
(A Report by Koshur Samachar)

The Kashmiri Samiti observed black day to protest against the Pakistan
sponsored militancy which was root cause of an exodus from Kashmir. A silent march
was taken out from Feroz Shah Kotia grounds towards Gandhi Peace Foundation to
participate in a symposium on the human rights violation in Kashmir. The marchers,
who carried banners and as a protest had their mouths closed black cloth.

The Symposium ‘Human Rights Violations in Kashmir’ was held as part of
protests on Augustl4, 1993, Pakistan’s Independence Day. Among those who spoke on
the occasion were Shri Kidar Nath Sahani, Shri Arun Shourie, Shri Arun Jaitley, Shri
C.L.Gadoo, Shri Ashok Pandit, Shri H.N.Jattu,Shri A.N.Vaishnavi and Dr. Kaushalya
Wali.

Eminent speakers at the symposium said militants were the worst violators of
human rights in the Kashmir valley; they have killed hundreds and forced out over
three lakh Kashmiri Pandits from their homes. They blasted the Government and the
so-called human rights organizations for suppressing facts and blaming security forces
for committing excesses in the state.
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SUFFERINGS FOR SURVIVAL

It is a savage battle that the community is fighting for shelter, livelihood,
education, health care, employment and above all for its survival. It is heading towards
unmitigated disaster as the deprivation hurt and humiliation have worked havoc on the
physical, psychological and mental well-being of the community and taken a huge toll
of its members (Reddy L R, 2002: 219).

They are discriminated even vis-a-vis the handful of refugees from the valley,
mostly political bigwigs of discredited parties who have been housed in spatial and
furnished lodgings; who are neither to get registered as refugees nor to stand in queues
for relief or rations in burning Sun, nor to run from pillar to post to prove their
bonafides as displaced, nor to wait for release of the amenities. On the contrary cash

relief and other facilities are given to them in advance for months together (Chopra
Pran, 2002: 128)

NATIONAL HERALD,Aug.15,1993 ~ASIAN AGE REPORTS
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Lcinnl swards their plight. Bl dus of pandits from the valley
g . L] after seven members of the com-
'The marchers, who carried - S| munity were killed by militants in
banners and had their mouths | Badgam distriet. .
-I‘:wcd with black cloth, started The samiti, a representative
:b sir procession from Feroz 1 body of the Kashmiris in D.clh'l,jn
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prominent jeaders of the ld%lings. a samiti releagg ‘,"".d_
community. | (UND) Pt~ e

85



SUFFERINGS FOR SURVIVAL Cont

The community continues to perish while the nation looks on unconcerned.
More lives have been lost due to starvation, malnutrition, disease and accidents than
due to militant bullets. The community is facing dispersal and extinction. The
displaced yearn to return to their homes and hearths, to till their own land, pursue their
own professional calling and visit their Gods and temples; but all doors are closed to

them (Schofield Victoria, 2000: 77).
HINDUSTAN TIMES & DAINIK JAGHRAN REPORTS
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BALIDAN DIWAS

Pandits become the victims of militants and wicked Politicians. Their jobs
have been usurped, houses burnt down or looted, lands mutilated and encroached upon
or annexed and their temples desecrated. The community is at a loss to pick the loose
ends of the tangle and to free itself from the web in which it finds itself enmeshed. It is
hard pressed to preserve its religious and ethnic identity and maintain its glorious
cultural traditions. It is at pains to uphold the principles of secularism, social justice,
freedom of faith, democratic pluralism and nationalism, the very principles at the altar
of which it was sacrificed in the valley and driven into exile (Tikko Ramesh, 2006:
127).

The UN Secretary General in his June 1992 blue-print about the role envisaged
for UN in the case of refugees made a proposal for an International Convention
defining inalienable minority rights and also called for a declaration to be placed before
the UN General Assembly. The year 1993 all over the world was celebrated as the year
of ,,indigenous people all over the world under the auspices of the UN. Kashmiri
Pandits are the indigenous people of Kashmir with the continuity of a distinct ethno-
religious tradition of more than five thousand years. (The Herald dated 12 January
1993)

In 1993 Government of India passed an act for the protection of Human Right
which provided for the constitution of National Human Rights Commissions, state
Human Rights Commissions in states and human rights courts. Fundamental rights
guaranteed by constitution have not been given protection of rights of P and it
community (Ragavan S R, 2'0_07: 129). ‘ v]

) - A

t,".

(L to R) Dr. Romesh Raina, Sh.N.N.Zijoo, Sh.H.N.Jatu, Sh. Sunil Shakdar,
Sh. O.P.Kholi & Sh. C.L.Gadoo
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VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The political content of the terrorist violence has a direct effect on human
rights as it involves militants' strategies which cannot but infringe the principles which
form the basis of human rights. These strategies include:
1. Liquidation of the Indian support structures in the state, involving elimination of the
people of all communities including Muslims who constitute such support structures; 2.
Suppression of all political dissent and opposition by fear,
3. Oppression and mental torture of people who do not support terrorism;
4. Liquidation of civil population which extends help to security forces in their
operations against terrorists; 5. Communalization of the society aimed to suppress
opinion opposed to the secession of the state; 6. Conduct of military operations by the
terrorists against the security forces of the state in violation of the laws of war.

The second major dimension of terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir is the
terrorists' aim to exterminate Hindu population in the Kashmir valley because Hindus
do not accept the secession of the state from India and its annexation to Pakistan nor do
they accept to be governed by the authority which derives its sanction from the law and
precedent of Islam. The Hindus have always supported accession of the state to India.
They have, undeniably, formed the most powerful support base for India in Kashmir.
Hindus in the valley rose united against the invasion of the state in 1947, and fought
shoulder to shoulder with the Indian soldiers against the infiltrators from Pakistan in
1965. They were always in the forefront of the struggle against secessionism,
communalism, fundamentalism and the various movements for annexation of the state
to Pakistan.

In the present turmoil the strategies used in the terrorist operations against the Hindus
in Kashmir include:

1. The extermination of Hindus;

2. Subjection of Hindus to brutal torture to instill fear among them in order to achieve
their submission to the terrorists and their exodus from Kashmir;

3. Flushing out such Hindus who refuse to submit to the terrorist dictates, by force, fear
of death, fear of conversion and criminal assault on their women;

4. Destruction of the residential houses of the Hindus who migrate and the
appropriation of their business establishments to ensure that they do not return;

5. Attachment of their landed property;

6. Destruction of the social base of the Hindus by desecration and destruction of their
places of worship, shrines and temples;

7. Appropriation of the property of the Hindu shrines and its attachment to the Muslim
religious endowments;

8. Declaration of a religious crusade against the Hindus.

(Human Rights Violations in Kashmir by Dr. M. K. Teng, & C. L. Gadoo)
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SYMPOSIUM ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION IN KASHMIR
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION IN KASHMIR

On 28th Oct. 1993, a symposium on ‘Human Rights Violations in Kashmir’
was organized by Kashmiri Samiti, at Himachal Bhavan, New Delhi. During the
function, a booklet written by Dr.M.K.Teng and C.L. Gadoo was released by Sh. Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. It contained details of Kashmiri Pandit genocide in detail. The work
was appreciated by Sh. Vajpayee and he personally distributed the booklet on “Human
Rights Violations in Kashmir” at an important event at UNHRC session in
Geneva during March 1994. Prior, on return of Sh. Vajpayee from Vienna after
attending Human Rights meet, he advised to register as NGO with UN and offered his
help; even at a later date he asked Sahani ji, to remind.

* We hold no brief for any one violating human rights anywhere. All we submit
Is that the small and helpless community of Kashmiri Pandits, along with Kashmiris of
other communities suffering for their belief in secularism, nationalism and democracy,
are the worst victims of human rights violations in
Kashmir..... The terrorist violence unleashed in Jammu and Kashmir by various
terrorist organizations and the state of Pakistan, Is by itself a violation of human rights.
The Muslim crusade which seeks to exterminate the religious and ethnic minorities In
Jammu and Kashmir and establish the primacy of Islam in the government and the
society of the state, contravenes the principle of the due process of law which is the
basis of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Political terrorism, whatever its
Ideology and objectives, is a crime against International Law, a crime against
humanity, a crime against the law of war and a crime against the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights’.
(Human Rights Violations in Kashmir by Dr. M. K. Teng, C. L. Gadoo)
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(LtoR) Sh. C.L.Gadoo, Sh A.B.Vajpayee, Sh. S.L. Shakdhar, former chief election
commissioner, Dr. Hari Ohm (Jammu), Dr. M.K.Teng (Jammu).
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REFUGEES IN OWN COUNTRY!
Abandoned by the state to which they have demonstrated their allegiance, Kashmiri
Hindus occupy the paradoxical position of refugees in their own country. This
discourse claims that the salvation of the Indian nation can only be achieved through
the return of the Kashmiri Hindus to their homeland. The eventual return of the
community members to their homes emerges as a patriotic imperative to preserve the
honor and dignity of the nation. This return requires a radical transformation in the
national vision of India and the position of Kashmir Valley within it. Once this radical
transformation occurs, the community will be able “to fulfill the sacred task of securing
the integrity of India which has been our historical role in the face of continuing
oppression earlier and especially since Independence” (Munshi 1991).
(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor
of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athen

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
IN
KASHMIR

Dy. M. K. Teng
. I.. Gadoo

Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi (Regd.)
Amar Colony, Lajpat WNWagar - IV,
N awn Thalbei _ 1% a2 2> 4
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KI'DAR NATH SAHANI Bharatiya Janata Party

#of &

our Reterence (S 1| 1R2Q,

lel

Rt
Date December 01, 1993.

Dear Shri Gaddu Ji,
Namaskar,

At the last Human Rights meet held at Vienna
although Pakistan failed in its nefarious designs aimed
at isolating India on the issue of violating Human Rights
in Kashmir, yet it did succeed in making lot of malicious
anti-India propaganda through a number of Non Government
Organisations registered with the U.N. These NGOs are
sponsored and funded by the Pakistan Government. Unfor-
tunately, there was none to speak on behalf of India;
indeed a sad commentary on the way the Government of India
operates on such international fronts,

On his return from the meet, Shri A.B. Vajpayee
has wished that we should suggest to some friendly Orga-
nisations to get themselves registered as NGOs with the
U.N. This letter is being written with this end in view.
A note explaining the procedure for getting the enrolment
is enclosed. May I hope that your Organisation will take
initiative and apply for registration.

Regards,

Yours sincerely,
cl, As above Kidon nadly (> abase’

— -

(Kidar Nath Sahani ).

Shri C.L. Gaddu,
President,

Delhi Kashmiri Samiti,
Kashmir Bhawan,

Amar Colony,

Lajpat Nagar,

New Delhi - 110024.
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KASHMIRI SAMITI PROTESTS AGAIST US REMARKS
PIONEER REPORTS

INDIAN EXPRESS REPORTS

Nov. 17, 1993

Kashmuris protest
against US remarks

Kashmiri migrants holding a demonstration near US
Embassy in New Delhi on Wednesday, Express photo

A demonstration was held near the US Embassy here on
Wednesday by Kashmiris in protest against recent statements by
some American officials questioning the validity of the accession
of Jammu and Kashmir to India. In @ memorandum to the US

| Ambassador, Kashmiri- Samiti organisers of the demonstration

| said the accession of. Kashmir t India is an “accompiished fact

and the dispute over Jammu and Kashmir is about the continued
occupation of u pant of the state by Pakistan, Terming the
American official’s statements as interference in India's internal
affairs, the samiti said it has given a call to the Indian people to
fight any attempis to destabilise Kashmir and India.

New Deih

THE KASHMIRI Samiti has
denounced the stand of the Unit-
od States on Jammu and Kashmir
| and criticised statements made
by senior officials of the Clinton
 Administration, which, it char-
ged, was aimed to destabilise
India.

In & press note on Wednesday,
the Sumiti President Mr CL
'Gadoosudﬂrtnmd&nesh;d
’folhmdlsszmedpomsup-
| porting the case of Pakistan.

l “Now it has added a new
dimension to its policy on Kash-
mir by questioning the accession
of the State 1o India in 1947, he
added.

Mr Gadoo said the procedure
for the transfer of power from the
British 10 India in August 1947
Iwasemislgtdinlhe»\ﬂof?uﬁx-
, ment of England and the Act spe-
| cifically stipulated that the Bri-
tish domination would end with
the division of the Indian states
into two dominions.

He said the accession of Kash-

Kashmiri Samiti
rejects US

mdhshmxsahounhemmmu
ed occupation of a part of the |
State by Pakistan

He lamented that the United
States' statements did not only
burt the Kashmiri community, |
lhqunpmnhwouontbe‘
cummnmmsbopeswﬂgmthe
terrorist menace. The militant

0 be offectively checked, he
added.

“But the Kashmiri community
will not submit to any dictation
and brook any interference in the
sovereignty of India, from which-
ever quarter it comes™ he said.

tions, the United Staes-based
Indo-American Kashmir Forum,
Kashmir (werseas Association of
New York, Kashmiri Pandiit Asso-
ciation (Bombay) and Panun
Kashmir (Defhil, has organised a
discussion on current develop-
ments in Kashmir and its nation-
al and international dimensions.
The stand taken by the United
States on Jammu and Kashmir
will be given special emphasis
The discussion is scheduled for
Thursday.

| mir 1o India is an accompliched
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27" THEHINDU, Thursday, November 11, 1993.
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Wednesday against its “mischievous" statements on the Kashmir issue.

Kashmiri migrants protest against U.S. remark

NEW DELHI, Nov. 10. mestatementsaxdtfmtmywantedtocormyuo
Scores of Kashmiri Hindu migrants. displaced the U.S. Administration the firm resolve of the Ine
from the Valley in the wake of terrorism, held a dians, that they would not tolerate such blatant
mm.mm":gmmmm attacks on integrity of India and interference in
“mischievous” statement by a senior state the internal of the country.
official of the United States Administration, ques-
tioning the Accession of Jammu and Kashmir “The Kashmiri Samiti seeks to convey to the
* with India. The demonstration was held under the US OGWIdMHiMU migrants,

:

banner of Kashmiri Samiti, Delh, who have ide and ethnic cleans-
In @ memorandum submitted to the US. Am- ing at the hands of Pakistan-sponsored terror-
bmndor.tfwdemofmwnwhibcondmwm ism," the memorandum said.
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DESTRUCTION OF TEMPLES CONTINUED IN KASHMIR
SIKANDER ‘but-shiken’----the ICONOCLOST

During the reign of Sikander, the highly venerated shrine of Kali Shuri, in the
heart of Srinagar, situated close to the Zaina Kadal Bridge, on the “eastern bank of the
river Jhelum, was demolished. A Muslim shrine, the Khanquah Maula was built over
the plinth of the temple. The locality around the Khangah is now known as Kalashpur--
-a corruption of Kali Shuri Pore. On the western bank of the river, opposite the Kali
Shuri temple, were two temples, Zeshthesa Bhairov and Vishaksera Bhairov. Both the
temples were demolished and turned into Muslim graveyards. The temple of
Vikramishvera, situated close to Vicharnag was destroyed during the reign of Sikander.
The temple was built by king Vikramaditya. The stone slabs of the temple were used to
build a mosque nearby. The temple of Tribhawana Swamin, which was also located in
Srinagar, was also demolished during the reign of Sikander. The temple was
constructed by the Hindu king Chandrapida. The surrounding garden of the temple was
converted into a graveyard. Sikander ordered the temples in South Kashmir to be
demolished and he went up to the Lidder valley with the intention of supervising the
demolition of the temples there. He proposed to go to defile the cave temple of
Amarnath as well. On reaching Ganeshbal, he ordered the image of Lord Ganesha,
standing in the middle of Lambodhari--- Lidder River, to be broken. Legend has it that
when the knee of the idol of Ganesha was struck, blood spouted out. Sikender was
frightened and he turned back.

JANSATTA REPORTS ON NOVEMBER 17, 1993
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NATIONAL MEDIA REPORTS

INDIAN EXPRESS & JAGRAN NOVEMBER 11, 1993 REPORTS

Many ‘torched in retaliation’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE  over the Valley.”

silence on the spectacle of des-
truction of Hindu temples”,
Gadoo demanded that the Gov-
ernment issue an official state-

NEW DELHI - Nearly a
‘thousand houses i the Valley,

Criticising the Centre for “its paid

po&yohemﬂnintem'und
due attention to the hurt

. the initiative to declare Pakistan

the State tantamounts to the
repudiation of the very proce-
dure laid down by the Indian
Independence Act, 1947 and the
creation of Pakistan,” the Sami-
ti president pointed out. ord)
The Kashmini Samiti, espous-
ing the cause of Hindus made to
flee the Valley, is of the opinion
that “American action amounts ||
to legitimising terrorism in Jam-
urged the Government to “take

4 terrorist State and call upon
the international community to
do the same."
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NATIONAL MEDIA REPORTS PIONEER NOV.17, 1993

' HINDUSTAN TIMES, NEW DELHI SUNDAY AUGUST 8 1993 | N
Kashmir Samiti Policy on Kashmir
deplores attacks | crisis ‘defeatist’ |

MIC.LM.M.M S22 Roporter n dealing with the millcunyy bl
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GENOCIDE OF KASHMIRI HINDUS
Genocide is the destruction in whole or in part of a national, ethnic, racial or
religious group. The United Nations General Assembly approved a resolution on 11th
December, 1946, declaring genocide a crime under International Law.

A convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide adopted by the
General Assembly came into effect on 12th January, 1951. The Convention proclaims
genocide as a crime against International Law. The Convention lists destruction of an
ethnic, racial or religious group as genocide. Specifically, genocide includes: 1. Killing
members of a community or a group because of their affiliations; 2. Causing bodily or
mental harm to the members of a community or a group; 3. Deliberately inflicting
conditions on the community or the group to bring about its physical destruction; 4.
Imposing measures to prevent births in the community or the group; 5. Forcibly
transferring children from one group to another....... The terrorist organizations in the
State and those operating from Pakistan have unleashed an organized campaign to
exterminate the Hindus in Kashmir. Besides the obligation to prosecute a religious war
against them, terrorists have sought to achieve several tactical advantages in
eliminating Hindus. Hindus used to form a vital and powerful base for India in
Kashmir. They have fought the secessionist movements in the State with their bare
teeth. They alone have resisted the onslaught of the pan-Islamic fundamentalism as
well as the Islamization of the Government and the society in the State.

(Human Rights Violations In Kashmir by Dr. M. K. Teng, C. L. Gadoo)
Protest Rally by members of Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi
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GENOCIDE OF KASHMIRI HINDUS
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Nk ovors the Hisle omen were sposvadd. Twae wevehlinvgns Dot

November 28, [993 i T

CL. Gadoo
President, De i Koedims Sené

THE TRAGEDY OF
KASHMIR Is fhat maoch of what
hsa been bappening in Kashmr
ducing the last four years b not
bows mepomial Siddully or hes
been, by asd  large,
mistepresented. Indeed, the
eveats which bave ocoumed in
Junms and Kashmir, suny of
tem very sonfid, buve beca
peesented 1 the pecple of Indn,
i & dstoricd form. The tredh s
tat theee has been 3 degyly-
enthedded, vested interest i
o ekt s it

and & wideserad
disinformation

snd more ofies, provide It
legitimacy. The Muolis desund
0 remads vt of the Constitation
aof Iedia, wrtbeudated by Sheikh
Mohamiead Abdalah and the
Naticeal Conferance i 1950,
reflected the refusal of the
Musditas of famano and Kashmie
0 acorpt the secular palitiesl
orgenisation of Indis. The

oa«‘-o- <
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ORGANISER

Another face of terrorism

Sewwrwid cnr provions blesesk rarrege.

Genocide of Hindus in Kashmir

Congress leadenship and the
Indlan povemment, coscealed
the wuth wd included specisl
provisien for Jamme wnd
Kusbeiy i Artcde 370 of the
Constitution of lodsa. Many

questioon which meed 1o be
unezed.

The trufh & that the termutist
violones in Kashodr & Be osd
comse of e miliaebation of e
Muslits sooesthonsst movemcen

et )

scholars (rom Kashmir have
revealed e inside story of
Adticle 370, sad bow it was
foisted wpom Pt Nehra who
pleaded with the Kashmir esders
0 sccept some patts of the
Censtimtios of Indis which the
fattet refwsed, Hese 1 woold
allempt 1o presens some of the
buske facss sy of which have
it been genemlly kmows 1 the
Infian peopie

What & bappening in Junzm
sed Knshmie is not » Jocal
uprising of misgeided Muvhn
youth, who e alleged 1 have
Been alicanted becume of social,
econoic aad politicad sieess. We
i locdin buve o fair 10 ivent
e wnd Sometimes we ion,
which sut our faterest Whe are
the teisguided yoaeh and why are
ey Malims slone? Wo b
misguided them! These arr

which has i onigin i the cleéim
that Pakistan made o the State in
1947, Pakisuan lald clsim 10
Jammu and Kashinir beoree of
e Musliss emjoeiry chatcter of
its population

1955 and it led 0 powerful
Meslim movement for the
mplementadon of & plebésciie in
the State. The fromt was
orpetized o8 the lmtractions of
Sheikh Mobsmassd Abdullah
sovd bod by bien 4l 1975, whes t
wm dissalved by him in the
afizrmail of ladirs-Abdullb
Accoml.

The Mwiime milltsocy in
Kusleudr fs o wur of attrition
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secemsloniyt forces in the Stte [n
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well 22 fimascially by » vumber
of Wi comnries. India s

attrition

The Muslim militancy in Kazhmir is a war of
waged by the Muslim secessionist
forces in the State in which Pakistan is a
dm&bmmlﬂbiycqu
[financially by a number of Mushim countries.

It is perment to mentios here
that the maln cadro of the varkous
tifitant cogudations cate from
the peneration of Muwéimy which
was wchiised » secosionies
nd Pukive &sing the period
from 1953 o 1975, when the
Plebacite Front movement in e
State was ot ity peak The
Plobindae Pt ws fousdal in

wir with Muslim

fandaseensaliam which provides
the Ideglogical basis %0 the
Muslin secessionism i Jammo
and Kashmir, The Muslim

sty @ Kashomis o 2 Mualim
Jehadfor e Htensom of fammu
wd Kadmir from India end it
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o a separne Muslizy Sake. The
“Direct Action™ pumlysed the
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Today, the Muslise secessionst
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youpie of Iadi, Then it was B
Brissh who cune 1o thetr belp;
2w i bs the Mesdian workd which
s ot heir back.

The varfous terrorist
otgasbsations, including the
JKLF, buve made 2 amply clear
that they are fighting for e
sepanation of Jamms and
Kastoniz from Indis. Whether it
is the demand for the
independence of the aate, made

by TKLF ¢ it & the desmand for-

the merper of the state with
Pakistan, made by Hirbal
Mujabidecsn,  Tkhwanal
Muslimeen or the Hurkatul
bidam, G underlying demaand is
1o divads Indin again, disember
1t and cut off the J&K St
wanes |1 o Paldstan,

(T be concinded)
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THE MILITANCY AND THE MIGRATION

In 1989, Kashmiris, feeling themselves increasingly frustrated with
longstanding patterns of misgovernment in the region, took to the streets in Srinagar
and other towns in Kashmir Valley in an open revolt against Indian state rule. This
pop_ular campaign identified its objective as self determination on the basis of Kashmiri
re_glo_nal identity; however, an explicitly religious tone gained prominence in the early
nineties, as groups supporting accession to Pakistan rose to ascendancy and
marginalized secessionist organizations (Sikand 2004). (International Journal of

Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio
University, Athens)

INDIANEXPRESS NEWDELH!  synpuy DECEMBER 36 1993

! Why Kashmiri Hindus still say

‘au revoir my land’!

i LT THE N DL SORYDECRBER S
Demand for
white paper
on Kashmir
Kﬁ%"ﬂ:&“ﬁﬂﬁﬁé EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
the Gwc%do?ﬂ b: white
i : a
e ongngtoKishair Pnds m{?s‘fm%‘?.?"&w“&m
i been destroyed during o
‘““&h‘" of aslitancy out the return of Kashmiri Hin-
ekt rap e kil || AR 02 Vallcz/hgm;::ltig:
Admunng A Press conie ing because they
here today, Samiti president C. L. zmgﬁm there has)shm 1o

Gadoo, while charging the Union
Government with apathy towards
Kashmiri migrants, said that 18,000
ties belonging to them have
m: been burnt by terrorists. He
demanded that the Governemnt
should give soft loans to the mig-
rants with the properties left behind
by them in Kashmir as the guaran-
tee. If the Government was liberal
in providing assistance to those who
have raised 2 bm;em of mﬂosg
inst the nation, the migrants
mm to live honourably, he
sand.
. The Press conference was Xn
. ceded by a function organiseG in
observance of ‘Sankalp Drvas'. Dur-
i ;tbccourseohchpngluldm
+ this regard, the participants took
stock of the present state of affairs.

ign of improvement.

mﬂn lSua’r;nin’ on Saturday
observed a Sankalpa Divas, the
day denoting the Pandit Com-
munity's resolve to struggle for
the rights usurped from them
when they were made to flee the
Valley four years ago.

Every year this day, Kashmiri
Pandits collect and discuss their
future and welfare of the com-
munity, The issue discussed this
year was 4 crucial one - the

- survival of the Kashmiri Pan-

dits.
Samiti President C.L.Gadoo
told reporters that the situation

in Kashmir was worsening de-
ite claims 10 the contrary by
Government. ““This means
there is little possibility of the
Kashmiri Hindus refurning to
their homeland,” Gadoo said.

He accused the Centre of
“betraying” Hindu interests in
Kashmir, He alleged that Mus-
lims in the Valley were being
pampered with all kinds of in-
centives and soft-loans while the
Kashmiri Pandits in refugee
camps in Delhi and Jammu had
not been provided even basic
amenities.

Citing an example of Govern-
ment “callousness”, he pointed
out that refugee tents had not
been replaced since 1989 and
were in tatters.

D.N. Munshi, President of
the All India Kashmiri Samaj,
vehemently in criticing the Gov-
ernment which he felt had aban-
doned them to their fate.

——

He claimed that when the
exodus of Kashmiri Hindus
from the Valley began, the Gov-
ernment went to the “ridiculous

extent” of saying that Hindus |

were leaving on their own “fora
piece of land in Delhi.”

AN.Vaishnavi, president of
the All State Kashmir Pandits
Conference (ASKPC), claimed
that recruitment of Kashmin
Pandits for Government jobs
had virtually stopped over the
fast few years and the Govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir
had made it a policy to induct
only Mushms.

According to the Kashmiri
Samiti, a recent survey of Kash-
miri Pandits had shown a sharp
decline in birth rate and an
ingrease in death rate over the
last few years.
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THE MILITANCY AND THE MIGRATION Continued
Kashmiri Hindus felt an increasing sense of vulnerability and insecurity in
response to what they perceived as a threatening atmosphere in the region (Behera
2000; Evans 2002).

These feelings were exacerbated by a series of actions directed against their
community, including attacks on prominent Kashmiri Hindu politicians and advocates,
displays of hit lists with the names of specific Kashmiri Hindu individuals, and acts of
violence in Hindu localities in Srinagar and elsewhere in the region. Community
members were particularly affected by the selective killings of prominent community
members, such as high profile politicians, bureaucrats, lawyers, and judges. Two
Srinagar based newspapers, Al Safa and Srinagar Times, carried direct threats in April
1990, ordering Kashmiri Hindus to leave the Valley or be killed. More than 100,000
individuals left the region in a few months, and the rest followed sporadically over the
following decade. (International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski,
Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)
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CHAPTERYV,
UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS
AFTERMATH OF EXODUS OF HINDUS FROM KASHMIR

‘The exodus of the Hindus from Kashmir was followed by widespread depredations
of their places of worship. Almost everywhere in the valley the archaeological remains
of the ancient Hindu temples, which stood an eloquent testimony to the Hindu heritage
of Kashmir, were subjected to wanton attack. The ancient ruins of the temple, which
were destroyed during the Muslim rule, were sacred to the Hindus, who visited the
sites as a part of their religious tradition. At many places, the ruins were dug up, to
wipe off their last traces. Hindu religious, cultural and minority institutions were
destroyed with greater zeal. The Hindu religious congregations were prohibited and the
places where they were conducted, closed down. The famous shrine of Sharika,
situated on the slopes of Hari Parbat hill and commanding a view of the old city, was
covered by a pale-grey tarpaulin, for the satisfaction of the Muslims. The other
religious places were either burnt down or closed.

The buildings, in which the offices of the Hindu social organisations were located,
were also burnt down or subjected to bomb attacks. The Hindu educational institutions
were either burnt down or taken over by desperadoes supported by the militants.
Temples and shrines were destroyed by fire or subjected to bomb blasts. The ancient
shrine of Bhawan at Tulamulla in Srinagar was subjected to rocket attacks, which,
however, struck the surrounding structures, causing the shrine little damage. Almost
the entire organisation of the Hindu schools and colleges run by the Hindu educational
societies, including educational institutions run by the Hindu Educational Society, the
Dayanand AngloVedic organisation and the Vishva Bharti Trust were either burnt
down or seized by the militant sponsored Muslim organisations in a swift manoeuver.

The Minister of State for Home, the Government of India, stated in the Indian
Parliament on 12th March, 1993 that 28 temples and Hindu shrines were demolished,
damaged and desecrated in Kashmir during the year 1989 to 1991. The actual number
of the temples demolished and damaged in Kashmir was much larger and vandalism to
which the Hindu shrines were exposed was widespread. Sixty eight temples and
shrines located in the remote villages, far more ancient and sacred than the mosques the
Moghul imposters had erected, were burnt and demolished or damaged, about which
reports were never collected by the State Government. In most of these remote places,
there were no Hindus left behind to have lodged complaints with the administration...

The destruction of the temples and religious institutions was evidently aimed to
destroy the Hindu religious tradition and culture and to pave the way for the total
Islamisation of Kashmir. The militant organisations followed a systematic policy to
uproot the Hindus from Kashmir, economically and socially, and break their resolve to
return home. Right from 1989, when the militant violence commenced, the militants
followed a scorched earth policy of demolishing Hindu localities, dispossessing the
Hindus of their land, orchards, business establishments, trades, shops and other
101



properties to deprive them of the means of their livelihood and burning of their
houses’.(WHITE PAPER ON KASHMIR—Dr.M.K.TENG & C.L.Gadoo)

APPEASEMENT OF KASHMIRI MUSLIMS

In political manifestos, speeches, and slogans, Hindu nationalist parties highlighted
the plight of the Kashmiri Hindu migrant community, arguing that secular political
leaders had implemented policies to appease Kashmiri Muslims for decades in order to
demonstrate their commitment to the principles of secular nationalism, but had failed
to provide adequate protection to the minority Kashmiri Hindu community simply
because they shared the religious affiliation of the Indian majority. In this way, Hindu
nationalist rhetoric presented the anxieties of the Kashmiri Hindu migrant community
as a mirror of the anxieties of the Indian middle classes, who felt themselves
vulnerable to increasing mobilization among minority and impoverished classes. This
position also enabled Hindu nationalist political parties to strengthen their claim as the
defenders of national boundaries and national interests in India.

(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor
of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)

KASHMIRI PANDITS DEMONSTRATING AGAINST THE HOLOCAUST
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NATIONAL HERALD: New Delhi, Friday, January 21, 1994

Moembeors of the Kashmiri Samin sitting on a day-long token hunger strike nt Jantar N'I.;';.c..-:: on
As abserved by Kashmird Pandits all over the world as ‘Holocaust Day” (the

Thursday, which w
day when they were forced 1o Nee Kashmir in 1980),

Kashmiri Pandits’
3 observe
‘Holocaust Day’®

Jammu. provision of sofr loans
—_ for displaced businecssmen and
of pension

Herald News Service

NEW DELHI, Jan 20
Kashmiri ‘Samiti leaders today traders, scttlement
observed a day-long hunger and insurance claims and
strike at Jantar Mantar here, o release of allowances and pProm-
rotest against the Government's otions to all Government
‘apathetic attitude™ towards cm_rpluyces.
ashmiri he Samiti chief, demanded
e of relief money,

~lakh displaced K
*le con- immediate rais
¥, from Rs | 000 o

three
its living in miserat
for each famil
of the high costs

Pand
ditions in the Capital and other
parts of the country for the past Rs 2,500, in view
four vears. of living and cssential
The president of the Samiti, commodities.
My o AR Gadoo, and the The Kashmiri leader con-
organisation’s general Secretary. demned che Tant-Kashmiri
Dr IL.N. Dhar, who led the attitude™ of Pakistan. which has
bunger strike. told the newsper- Fropnscd holding of plebiscite in
sons that the day was bcina ammu and Kashmir.” Pakistan
observed. as a “Holocnust Day must know that the state of
to mark the fourth anniversary of FJammu and Kashmir has legally
the Pandits'® mass exodus from acceded to the Union of India
Kashmir valley. and the accession was ratified by
According to them., more than the Constituent Assembly of the
ashmiri Hindus had been state”, he said.
Mr Gadoo said Jammu and
gral part of

0 _ K
more than 19,000
Kashmir is an inte
the Government of

killed and
houses belonging to the menm -
[ bers of the cumlnunitF have been India and
ire by the India rightly rejected the
unreasonable and

looted and set on
Pakistan trained Muslim fun-
damentalists in Kashmir. demand of Islamabad, which is
r Gadoo regretted that the interested only in annihilation of
Government had not met the the Kashmiris, both Hindus and
long-standing demands of the Muslims.
ich include He said the Samiti  will
Arty mecting on

wh

COmmunity,
improvement in the living con- Oorganisc an nu-f:
ditions of the displaced ; ple, Jlll_‘ll.l&l’)f 20 to discuss the “future
holding  of timely university of ashmir  and Kashmiri ‘

for students at Pandits™.
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‘THE HOLOCAUST OF KASHMIRI HINDUS’

After the Independence of India, the one community in India which suffered

for its commitment to patriotism and Indian unity was the minority community of the
Hindus in the Jammu and Kashmir State. The Hindus constantly faced the accusation
of the Muslims that they had conspired with the Government of India to secure the
accession of the State to India against the will of the Muslims. They suffered the
charge that in 1947, they had, with the help of the Hindu ruler of the State, Maharaja
Hari Singh and in connivance with the leaders of the National Conference,
treacherously sabotaged the Muslim endeavour to achieve the integration of the
Muslims of Jammu and Kashmir with the Muslim homeland of Pakistan. They were
also indicted for having opposed the Muslim resistance against the accession of the
State to India. They bore the brunt of the Muslim precedence, the National Conference
established in the State and after the National Conference broke up in 1953, they were
proclaimed the enemies of the Muslim movement, the Plebiscite Front led in the State.
Even after the Plebiscite Front was wound up in 1975, the condemnation to which the
Hindus were subjected, did not end. They continued to be charged of being the arch
enemies of the Muslim nation of Kashmir, a threat to the Muslim religion and its
political solidarity and the motive force behind all secular processes in the State which
obstructed the Muslim struggle for Pakistan. In fact, they faced the first crucifixion for
their loyalty to their country. The first shots fired by the militants were received by the
Hindus.” (White Paper on Kashmir drafted by Dr.M.K.Teng and C.L.Gadoo)

lv

Sh. Rajesh Pilot, Sh. Mohmmad Arif Khan, Sh. Salf ud-din Chowdhary and Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani
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SEMINAR ON ‘FUTURE OF KASHMIR AND KASHMIRI PANDITS’

Kashmiri Samiti Delhi organized a seminar on ‘Future of Kashmir and Kashmiri
Pandits’ at jam-packed auditorium of Himachal Bhavan, Mandi House, New Delhi, on
January 29 1994. Sh. Rajesh Pilot, Minister of State Home, Government of India, Sh.
Saif-ud-din Chowdhary, CPM Leader, Former Union Minister of Civil Aviation, Sh.
Mohammad Arif Khan and senior leader of BJP, Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani participated.
Sh. S.L.Shakhdar, Former Chief Election Commissioner, presided. Sh. Chaman Lal
Gadoo, President of Kashmiri Samiti initiated the discussion and described the
atrocities inflicted on Kashmiri Pandits back at home, and present pathetic conditions
and sufferings of displaced persons. He also spoke on prevailing situation in Kashmir.
Sh. Pilot began his speech saying  that before 1988 it was difficult to distinguish
Kashmiri Muslims and Hindus as both used to have inter-community marriages. This
sparked unprecedented protest from the audience. This episode and whole proceedings

of the seminar were covered by media especially by the print media.
PATRIOT , January 30 1994, REPORTS

Pilot reminds Pak of ‘71 wrath’

Our Staff Reporter

Minister of State for Home Rajesh
Pilot, referring to foreign inter-
ference in Kashmir wamed that
“Pakistan shoald not forget that, if
Indin loses its patience, a repeat of
1971 is inevitable

Speaking at an all party meet-
ing, organised by Kashmiri Samiti,
Delhi on Saturday, Mr Pilot
reiterated the Govemment's com-
mitment to resolve the Kashmir
crisis and underscored that **not
only Pakistan but also US was in-
olved though indirectly".

Mr Pilot referred to the recent
controversial statement of the US
Government and also noted that
outside agencies who are raising
the tssve of human rights in Kash-
mir are “‘not sincerely interested in
solving the erisis™".

Mr Pilot while admitting that
the Governdment has not done #s
much as it showld have done for the
Kashmir migmats in the Capital,
blamed the State administration for
{rittering away the funds allotied

for the State’s developmental
schemes,

He criticised the administration
by saying that “'it Iacked account-
ability 5o far as the financial spend-
ing was concerned,

Mr Pilot announced that a
monitoring cell comprising repre-
sentatives of Kashmiri migrants
and the Government would be con-
stituted to supervise the implemens
ation of the Government schemes
for the refugees.

“

Resentment over remark
United News of Indla

Giving this announcement, Mr
Pilot said that the cell would ensure
funds allocated for rebabilitation
would go directly to the
benificiaries

Mt Pilot, who spoke amidst,

loud protests from the audience
which demanded that the Govern.
menl should come with concrete
package programme for the Kash-
min Pandits in the Capital, assured
athe would helptheir children to get
admitted in the engineering col-

Kashmin migmots.

Pilot’s remarks that Muslims and Hindus in the Kashmir Valley had
harmonious relations in past, provoked a strong reaction (rom the

Mr Pilot began his speech saying that before 1988 it was difficult
to distinguish hetween Kashmiri Mustims and Hindus as both used
have inter-community marriages.

As so0n as the Minister said this, the whole sudience, compris-
ing mainly of Kashmiri pundits, were up on their feet and began yell-

ing that *'it is & white lie, we never had any truck with Mustims”,

leges owned by some of the mem-
bers of Parliament

He further said that a proposal
to allot quarters of the para military
forces to the Kashmiri migrants
was underwiy

Former Union Minister of Civil
Avintion, Mohummad Arif Khan
said that the Kashmir problem ws
that of the entire country and not of
the Kashmirf Pandits alone. He
called upon the BJP Government in
Delhi to rehabilitate the Kashmin
migrants of Delhi. He also blamed
the political parties for not resolvs
ing the Kashmir tangle

Senior BIP leader Kedar Nath
Sahni blamed the Central Govern-
ment for closing its eyes about
Kashmir problem

CPM leader Saif-ud-din
Chowdhary blamed Pakistan for its
‘nelarious designs of aiding and
nbetting the militants’ asit was bent
on dividing India. He said that it
Was imperative (o have an agency
which would probe into the
problems of Kashmir and militan-
cy
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HINDUSTAN TIMES,January 30, 1994 REPORTS
provokes protests

HT Correspondent

- NEW DELHI, Jan. 29
Minister of State for Houu;
Rajesh ‘s basic i noe o
the social fibre of

::uap-cnty t;tb:vd .\:r‘::ch WIS Jvnit-
ecagerly for to out
mfumgecoursc of acu‘o:p?n the
State. Mr Pilot was specaking at o
mmeotlng of the Kashmiri Samiti
¥.
mlt was his ovem-lousne?‘s L5
gh f mome ‘“rosy patches”™
w lc.m claimed were still left in
the Valley which forced him to
commit a major gaffe. Carried
B while raising the lofty
ideals of and brother-
hood in the Valley. Mr PFPilot
came up with a start icce of
information. He said ashmiri
Pandits and Muslims had been
having “‘frequent relationships'*
(rishtedariran). over centurics,
What followed was vociferous
Rmmsu from all cormners of the
all. They were enraged over the
Minister's ignnorance about
Kashmir. A bout of heckles and
booes by thg younger element

present among the Kashmicd
migrants, ultimately forcoed the
Minister not only to a logisec
but candidly admit the ern-
ment’s failures on © _

Administration.

Calm was restored but not be-
fore Janata Dal leader Agrif
Mohammed Khan intervened
and urged the gathering to give
Mr Filot a chance to express his
FPresident of the

views ashmir

Pilot castigates J&K
Administration —page 19

Samiti Gadoo and the o nisers
of the show at this nt aiso
—jumped in to silence the protes-
ters,
He bhad a dig at the Minister
before urging © crowd to listen
to him quietly. ““Pilot sahib abhi
Naujawan hain is live inhein
l(nsf’unir ka abhi itna pata nahin
hain., Inko bolne ka moka i-
jive™ . (Mr Pilot is zoung and in-
experienced so he = not know
much abourt Kashmir. Please
give him a chance to speak).

Pilot castigate
J&E&EIK adimn .

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHMI, Jan. 29

Union Minister of State for Home
Rajesh FPilot today castigated the
Jammu and Kashmir admainistration
for not following his directions on
various issucs, particularly concern-
ing the promisces made by him dur-
ing his vasit to the migrants” camps in
Jammu somotime back.

He even blamed the Union Fi-
nance and Dofence Ministries for
criticising various schemes sent by
him for the boenefit of the migrants.
“The Finance Minister has assured
me that schemes like granting loans
to the migrant businessmen, against
their propertices left in Kashmir,
would be worked out after the pre-
sentation of the Budget,”™ he said.

A.n{, new proposal sent for cleoar-
ance Yy the Finance Ministry was
being turncd down with a rider that
the accounts of carlier financial
allocations were yoet 1o be sent by the
State Government. "“Par Kashmir
mein 1o paise ka hisab dene ka cul-
ture hi nahin bai’ (there seoems Lo be
no tradition of accountability at any
level in Kashmir), he said amidst
cheers.

Mr Filotr assured the gathering
that Nno now inidtiative on Kashmiar
will be taken without taking the
Kashmiri Pandit community into

confidence. He suggested that the

migrants should create a single plut‘-‘

cformm whose represontatives
deal with the Government. A large
number of organisations which had
SPrung up in e name of helping the
mMuUgrant communi were, in fact,
proving to be an impedimoent, he

o
He also made it cloar that the
wonal

Government d not bend before

ism to subside in view of the press.
ure mounted by security forces.

Earlier, addressing the gathering,
Myr Arcrif Mohammed Kharn said that
the litical lcndersh’ir of the cown-
try ad lert the people down. The

flitical ambitions of the leaders

ad resulted in the division of Indian
society on religion and caste lines.
He suggested that o group of ie |
including some Kashmiri andits
and himsclf, go to Kashmir without

lice protection and stay there for a

ew days in a bid 1o open a channel
for restoring peace.

A senior BJP leader, Mr Kidar
Nath Sahni, said that the Kashoir
problem got aggravated due to su

ression oOf facts. The situation ﬁ;

ashmir had worsened over the
CGove.

vears in full knowledge of the
ermment of India. Re rts sent by
the then Governor, r Ja Olvan,
o the Centre clearly show that he
had ko the Home Minister posted
with the dangerous trends in the
Valley.

He warned that if the Govern-
ment failed to take coffective steps
and deal sternly with the militants,
the situation could further worsen.
If this was not done, migration
would start from Doda district also
where terrorists were trying to step
upP activitics.
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of enhance

Herald News Service

NEW DELIHIL Jan 29 — The
Minister of State for Home
Affairs, Mr Rajesh Pilot, assured
ashmiri Pandits
that there was a proposal to
enhance the monthly nancial
aid to the migrants from Rs 1.000
to Rs 2.500 pér month

He was replying 1o a volley of
gquestions from the audience dur-
ing the course of his address in a
mecting on “future of Kashmir
and Kashmiri Pandits” organis-
ed by the Kashmiri Samiti

Delhi
here today.

the agitated

In fact the organisers had a
tough time in pacifying the Qques-
even as the Minister

tioners
categorically assured
their genuine .- demands

being looked into.
“But you have to keep patien-

ce. Otherwise the divisive and
external forces will get a chance
to further complicate the issue in
“the Valley™, he told them

While agrecing that the
government has “not done
much™ the Minister urged them
fo help maintain the secular

states of the Valicy.
Stating that they would be kept

.ipfqrrﬂc and involved in the

that all
were

id
Zet (/2 Y

pecaceful negotiations with  all
concerned 1o resolve the issue
Mr Pilot assured that militants
will not be involved in talks till
they gave up their arms.

In fact. Mr Pilot said the
Zovernment's endecavour al-
wiays has been to bring down the
level of militancy with iron hand
an at the same time keep the peo-
ple of Valley in the mainstream.

“But our problem is thart US.
somec other countries and even
human rights organisations were
out o “internationalise” the
Kashmir issue. he said.

He said though nothing could
be disclosed publicly about the
moves, the government was
daing its best to thwart the
“pressure” from outsiders and at
the same time toning up the state
administration and pursuing
proposals for political process in
the state.

e minister however said the
issuc of human rights violation
was being used as an extention of
foreign policy by some

Ccountirics 3
Referring to their demands,

the Minister said he had already

fMigrants assured“)
!
|

\
j
g
j
!
]
_§

- Pilot assures

J-K migrants

Continued from Page I, Col. 3

taken up the matter with the con-
improving

Continued on back Page Col. ¥ 3 9
In fact he suggested that
ding

leaders from all parties inclu
the Home Minist
‘the Valley and

cr should go o
stay there to “sce

cermned agencies for

the basic facilities at migrants

camps, reservation for Kashmirni for . . Oursclves the ground

students in engincering colleges realities . 3

and interest free loan to start . The senior Bharatiyva Janata

business. Farty lecader, Mr K N. Sahni

regretted tht the government had

not been able to find an amic-

He., however, said the Finance
the

Minister has
proposal for income t
tion to Kashmiri migrants,

The former

Kashmiri pandits. but of
entire country.

of India without

turned down
ax exgmp-

Union Minister.

Mr Arif Mohammed Khan., said
it was not only the problem of

1 can not think
Kashmir™

‘able solution

fire since last four years.

of the Kashmir
issue which has been hanging

He suggested that there should

s be no compromise with the
militants till they give up arms.

he Besides. he said. the com-
munication network in the

Valley should be strengthened o

for-

saicd
had  faleds i it Ul i et crfectively dont with T Hiniae
the rights of Kashmiri pandits malugn caﬁmgnltgninbc.lngugearn_fj(‘l
he asked the Delhi Chief Minis- Seper L i Pakistan ™ e
enhance the monthly = 8 o
Pcople have to be told that

ter to
financial ]
.nid." the city.

r Arif however cautioned the
Eovernment not to hold any talks
with the militants to resolve the

crisis until and unless they give
aith

up guns and reaffirm their
in Indian Constitution.

aid to migrants camp-

is creating

Pakistan which
the Valley,

real mrouble in
saicd

the need to enhance the mon
financial aid to
migrants.

the
he

The BIP lecader also advocated

thily

Kashmiri
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Talks only after ultras
give up violence: Pilot

From Qur Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, Jan. 29.
¢ Mr. Rajesh Pilot, Minister of State for Internal
tSecurity, has said the Government would not
hold any negotiations with Kashmiri militants until
gave up violence.

lmgpeakmg at a symposium on the "Future of
Kashmir and Kashmiri Pandits” organised by
[Kashmiri Samiti, here today, Mr. Pilot said re-
solving the Kashmir problem was topmost on the
agenda but there had been no breakthrough as
the Government was not prepared to hold any
negotiations with the militants until they laid
down guns.

Besides, he said, repeated interference from
the United Nations and Pakistan were making
things difficult. Mr. Pilot asked the people, es-
pecially the displaced Kashmiris to bear with pa-
tience for some more time, the hardships they
hadbeentacmgforthepastfwyears How-
ever, there is a limit to patience also. When pa
tience is lost, as India did in 1965 and 1971, Paku
stan is aware of the result,” he said while warn-
ing Pakistan to refrain from inciting trouble in the
Valley.

Mr. Pilot assured the Kashmiri Pandits that
they would be involved in all negotiations re-
“garding Kashmir. He also said representatives of
(Kashmiri Pandits would be made members of the
Monitoring Cell of Kashmir.

{ Mr.Pilot said the nation was thr

., ¢@ difficult time because of Kashmir m o
wereontocurbwolenoemeresothatallthadu&

\placedpeoplewemabiemretxmtotheorl'omes

qwith dignity.

/ The Minister announced an mcreuammere«

Vief money given to the migrants,

Qomedamagedproperbesofmbomtsmthe

Valley which were insured and adjustment ot mi-
grant students in various engineering colleges of
the country. Besides, Mr. Pilot said, there was a
proposal to construct house in the cantonment
area for the migrants which would be given to
the Defence Mini

Mr. Saif-ud-din Choudhury, (CPM), MP, said
that the political system of the country had failed

to redress the grievances of the Kashmiri Pandits

and had also been unable to create awareness in
the country about their plight

He asked the Government to deal with the *

situation firmly and expressed solidarity with the
cause of the displaced people.
Mr. Kidar Nath Sahani, senior leader of the

Bharatiya Janata Party asked the Governmentto

freat the Kashmiri Pandits as State until
they returned to the Valley. He said the Govern-
ment had to display determination in dealing with
the issue

Mr. Arif Mohd Khan, former Union Minister,
said the political system in the country had disin-
tegrated the Indian society. "Pakistan is not sole-
ly responsible for the Kashmir problem. It is the
Indian politicians who have created more prob-
lem,” he said.

B

after the migrants returned.
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JAMMU AND KASHMIR SANGAM IS BORN!

Jammu and Kashmir Sangam, an outfit of Bharatiya Janta Party was born in the
capital city of Delhi, which initially worked with unison with the party and latter
merged in main party and took shape of Bharatiya Janta Party, Jammu and Kashmir
Cell. Sangam spread its wings from BJP Delhi Pradesh headquarters at 14, Pt. Pant
Marg, New Delhi. Sangam had wide membership of Kashmiri Hindus and of Doda

district, the terrorist intensified area of Jammu. The office bearers of the Jammu &
Kashmir are as under;

%= /Phone : 3712323, 3712744

|| T o HReg e TR ||

O 9 HYHR AT

14, 1 9 A0, 7€ o110 001

JAMMU & KASHMIR SANGAM

14, PT PANT MARG, NEW DELHI-110 001
OFFICE-BEARERS

President i SHRI CiaMal LAL G aDCC
Vice-President : Shri Niranjan Nath zi joo

Vice-President ¢ Shri Sausar Singh Kotwal

General ¢ Shri Rajinder Premi
Secretary

Joint : Shri Hiralal Jad
Secretary

Treasurer s Shri Subhash Dhar

Press Publicity: Shri Bansi Lal Raina
Secretary

Organising : Shri Rakesh Razdan

Secretary

X Ak kX kAR R
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KASHMIRI SANGAM HOLDS DHARNA TO PRESS THEIR DEMANDS

5
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Kashmiris on & peotest sit-in for more officinl sction on their plight in Now Delhi on Wednenday —TO1

I 11E 11MES OF INDIA. NEW DE

Hike in re]}ef LHINDU, Thursday, May S, 1994 +443
for Kashmir :

migrants Kashmiri migrants

By A Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, May 4: The gov- hO'd dharna

crnmment has hiked by Rs 500 the

monthly allowance to Kashmiri ] NEW DELHI, May 4.
migrants in the Capital. The hike Kashmiri  Songum, an organisation  of
has been given the mandatory Kashmiri mi rants, today h 0
nod by the Union government. [ B uy held a dharny in sup-
The hiked amount, effective port of their demand for « speedy redressal of
retrospectively  from Fchruaryh. - thelr m_ :
will be given 1o the migrants wil
their dole for this month in a few M‘“: g mcmu;undum -“‘Ihmml«d o the Prime
days. ‘ : 54 nister, Mr. P, V. Nurasimha Ruo, the leaders
Announcing this today. the chief sald most of the migrunts had 0 Nee
minister, Mr Madan Lal # homes with the o Nee their
Khurana. said 212 families l(i»)’(i)ng o lq(n)\ ¢ onset ol lerrorism in K"thir '
in camps will now get Rs 1, a nee und !
month and ration. Another 3,479 *ferent parts ,“hwm '""lelhlna In exile in dif-
families living outside camps will £ The ( ¢ country, '
get Rs 1,500 a month: they do not C successive governments In the ¢
get ration, The former were get- durlnu the past four h ‘ountry,
ting Rs 500 and the latter Rs ¥ huek normaley und pryc“iz‘ id falled 10 bring 1
1.000 so far. OVIGe peace to the .
e : “Inthe 8 : ¢ people
The benefit is for families rcg:- ,m‘:‘::; ‘htém'morundum sald,
tered with the government Y ‘morandum sai , ;
1991. Now, as a one-time rclaxa- 200 crores sunctioned :lh;. fnltulmm llifh)“(u.
rion. 487 families registered be- y the Central Governs

tween 1991 and early February ;ncm for rehabilitation work in the State was
last vyear will get  the same Ikely to RO 1o terrorists thl‘t)llﬂh different t;hun. »

benefits. After giving an affidavit nels. The
verified by the Jammu and 'he {iovernment mlllht have us well an-

. . nounced an
Kashmir government, n}csc economic Ntku @ for the dis X
families will get the benefits from minorities, the m‘-’m"mndun‘:w}d the displuced

5

June |. Among those wh
0 s che .
in addition. five of;’l()n vacan- _ Hon were Mr, V. K a’:l?“":;‘;‘: :::‘lddt‘;nor')(.str':-
cics for stamp vendors in the . £ M- Uy r. K. N. .
office of the deputy com- Sihnl of the "'I“ﬂl”yll Junuty Party. ;
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Fconomic
Package
Ccriticised

NEW DELMI, May S (HTC)

Two different organisations asté-
culating the cause of Kashmiri Pan-
clits have criticised the Union €lov-
croamont for offering occonomic
package to J&K and the ‘“‘irratiornsl’’
“ rosch adopted in incroasing the

nancial asxistance to the migrants.

The Kashmiri Sangam. while ori-
ticising the Government for offerin
M COONnOMmic nockage of Rs 2(3
crore for development in Kashmmir,
hoeld a da -lcng dharna led by its
sonior len ., L Gadoo. Senior
BJF loador Kidar Nath Sahni was
also prosont.

Later, in a momorandum proe-
sonted o the FPrime Minister, the
San!-m describod the cconomic
Package as an untimely stop. There
was no justification in miving finan-
cial aid worth Rs 200 crore for de-
velopmeoent work when the ground
conditions remain the same mod an
atmosphore of uncertainty was pPre-
valling there. This huge sum  will

thhe mmili

ultimately be usurped
Wit was still running in

tants w
the Valley, thoy said.

On their part, leadors of the Kash-
mir Samiti, Delhi. bave oxpressed
rescrvations on the docision of the

crmment to incroase thhe month -

CHowv
ly financial aid for mlﬁnnl familios
Al r faomily

O Ks 1. .500 per mon
fraom the existing s 1.0 Y. The in-
Creance was not commensurate with
the rate Of inflation registored oduar -
ing the lant four vears of miilitancu i

~

A
‘.

S T e L LA

’\/‘/

.

Activists of Kashmiri Sangam sitting on a dharna ot Jansar Mantar on Wednesday in protest against forcible eviction of Windus out of Kaxhmir
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Mr K. L. Sharma, secretary of the Bharatiya Janata Party, addressing a group of Kashmiri Sangam .euvbu on the

occasion of “Save Kashmir Day” in the Capital on Thursday
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MONDAY, JUNE 21, 2004

Pandits lash out o

; political outfit
at GOVt on Yatr A v
st 4 (TC) grogscliogiometie Yuaws SRR S e . |
nulluhn*igy' 10 create conges M C " ‘ A whis Press confi
fial conditions for the peacefial cog. hﬂ&a.&?_dl&lﬂ- ' e ere oday. Me G ot Nanjee
duct of the Yo in g wMu‘ Ru..mnh.unmurmem
“‘Mu*‘u i bodywhuchewmhemoﬂum
.Wmm-&-‘_ He said the other patrons of the
s P &w*m F mwKPbodyladubAsKFCchbl,A
bere RP ‘Mm :ﬁ&u to [} N Vuishnavi, Dwarikanath Munshi and
: Mz R.P. Raing and Mr MW“ AIKPC chiof, H N Jaty,
Romesh » functionanies of conduct of the Yatra MrOndnoandlhemh\dywm.
'n W,wm — .. - . he ans
that the m m in the J . o E::m' u'l;fé'l;;:s':o'k" ';n{::;u.':;l:hﬁl:: 2
mh."?.'“:”""hmd wq;‘-':uu:.mnmuheaw
mahmm m o : Agoncy of KPs (o project the day o ’
on a nch Kashmin day political problems before the Cloe. ’
Lﬂuﬂzhmvmb ! rrnm:‘n: i will work on the pat.
done tern odo. A mericuan 3
the Humathal v, e ME Glades sl the necer ihe hous
that even § 1 |““, [ uw-cgnguolhcmlmulmmm‘m
e rights experts did ot rake up | \ ur:ﬁmmmwm.aummum
the wsue with the same souryy | of consolidation 1wards all those K e
]

who bolieve tha entire Kashmir inclug.

i
§ gg
H

: wormied about ”
mothertand is prabl
:.’ dh&n:ulh:' = lkﬂiﬂh{.ﬂcﬂn:‘f:amvﬁl.:ﬁin 1
! } ad:-' : lwmct-w?nolr»'-unhx ¥
S used by the militant groups o Wiionisermbly, |
T8 war against the State while

116



| oR - MONDAY iy 4 1994
Tk ONGER SNt 01 4 1

Declare Doda}igtulq)ed’

e measures, the (enirg g of Hindus” from Kashmir i
Sufpo Coverament had “adopled an g the furn of Dodg, now,
New Dl ostrich-fke tttude” He sid it was & foregone ogp-

» Mr C L Gaddo, spkesperson - lusin g Sifuation in Doda
THE KASHMIRI Sangam here for the orgamisation, said that woulg take & turn for the worse
has expressed concern over the thousandsoffanlies werenthe s lerorss, - nchuing
“explosie”stuaionia Dodadis venge f migatng fom the Alghn mercenarigs, had “fNog-
rctofJammuand Kashmir. ~ temroritit Doda st ded"” the istrit,

It demanded that the Govern+ M Gaddl rocalled gt ey Nir Gaddo alo alleged 3 ppy
ment should declare Doda a dis  back in 1989 many Kestoori Detween the fomori gng
trbed aea and givesecuriyor- - poliian had SOught the cree * eetain offils of the Jagmy
te {reedom to fush out terror- tion of 3 “Grogger mslllx?ul"d and Kashmir Government
st from the aveg. Which according to them He said the Kachmirt Gan

s e e g enomps Ko Do vl

? ofallsuch “cormupt elements”.
ing hatntead oftakingprven-  Hoalleged hat afr e purg:

P ' Would come out with the names |
Government forthe situation sa- Poonch and Rajouri
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BJP concerned
at situation

in Kashmir

By a Stafr Reporter

Addressing a smal] gr
Kashmiri Sap '

| Thursday to
observe Save Kashmir Day, the

BIP secretary, Mr K I Sharma,
expresed concern over the pre-
vailing situation in the Valley.

e said the people of Doda
deserved to be congratulated for
braving the ongoing trouble, His
party, he said, wag determined
to continue jts struggle in the
trouble-torn Valley and added

t a group of BJP workers had
left for Jammuy where they would
observe a 15-day satyagraha,
The opening day of the satya-
graha coincides with the m

dom day of Shyama Prasad
Mookrrjee.

Mr C.L. Gadoo, spokesman of
the Kashmirj Sangam, urged the
Government 1o announce ap
eéconomic package to rehabilitate
displaced Hindys, He suggeslt:g

Govarnment _t, semplay
ex-smrv‘{ceﬁgl living in DoJ: to
contain insurgency and urged it

to expedite the establishment of
the sanctianed maws.. S

B J‘Lf -

' day, Sangam spokesman C. L.

e

Call to declare
Doda disturbed

NEW DELHI, July 4 (HTC)
Kashmini , al¥ Orga-
m'“?-.in of Kashmiri Panits, has
'demanded immediate declaration of
Doda district in J&X as a disturbed
mandaﬂowthemntyfomesa
free hand to tackle militancy.
In a Press release issued here to-

Gadoo said the situation in Doda
was allowed to aggravate both by
Instead of taking preventive mea-
sures, they chose to ignore the area|
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TTERS TO THE EDITOR

P T

Doda happenings
Sir—That the four-year-old
insurgency in Jammu and
Kashmir should have been
allowed to spread over to the
district of Doda, bordering the

h, is asad corm-

Valley in the nort
on the way Govern-

mentax;r
of India has been handl-.
of national

ment
ing this matter

importance.
. Despite repeated warnings
over the last four years from
various guarters to the effect
that in view of Doda’s topogra-
prhy and the explosive popula-
tion situation there. the district
could emerge as a major opera-
tional base for the ISI-

the cen-

supported terrorists,
tral and the State governments

maintained a stoic silence. Now
things have come to such a pass
that thousands of Hindu set-
tlers have been forced to flee
their homeland.

Surprisinfly strange and not
at all amusing is the silence of
some of our pseudo-secularists
who have yvet to name a Jagmo-
han responsible for the present
exodus of the minorities from
Doda district. Time is ripe for
them to invent a new Jagmo-=
han if there is none around.

2 CL Gadoo
New Delhi
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR RECORDS
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN JAMMU & KASHMIR,
(11" December, 1994)

Preface:

Pakistan had to withdraw its resolution meant to malign India for so-called
violation of human rights of its armed Kashmiri and foreign mercenaries from the
UNHR Commission session at Geneva in March this year. The United States
Committee on Refugees has admitted in its 1994 World Refugee Survey, that 2,50,000
Kashmiri Hindus have been displaced as a result of Islamic violence in the valley. The
US-based Human Rights Watch has blamed Pakistan for providing tones of advanced
weapons to Muslim Militants in Kashmir. Ms. Robin Raphel, US Assistant Secretary
of State for South Asia, the irrepressible India-baiter of yesteryear, has announced
publicly now that Pakistan was aiding terrorists in Kashmir and is continuing to do so
despite US advice to stop aiding insurgents.

Where does all this leave Kashmiri Hindus? Three hundred thousand of them
were forced out of Kashmir in 1990. They are continuing to live in torn tents, window-
less one-room tenements and hovels, and community halls without any privacy, after
having been forced to leave behind whatever they owned in Kashmir: over sixty
thousand houses, farms, orchards, factories, jobs, business, and movable property.
Since their forced flight all their houses have been looted, denuded even of fittings and
fixtures, doors and windows included; thousands of their houses have been reduced to
ashes and in some cases built upon. Their jobs, businesses, factories, farms and
orchards have been taken over. Houses still standing are being allotted to one another
by gun-wielders, even rented out to influential people.

Does all this imply that all their rights, civil, economic, political, human stand
dissolved? Does it mean that all vestiges of their 5000 year old history in the valley are
to be erased to show that they don’t belong to Kashmir, they were never a part of it?
Does it mean that Kashmiri Hindus can never go back to Kashmir, they are not wanted
there? Will the world community put up with such a monstrosity?

And what do the Muslims of Kashmir say? They want Kashmiri Hindus to
apologise for having forsaken them when they planned and executed their present
subversion in Kashmir, their struggle for freedom from what they call Indian
occupation.

Duress and more duress. Does this scenario fit in, in any way, with local and
international law? What does the local and international law say about such man- made
catastrophes, forced by intransigent, rogue regimes within the global community? The
present tract tries to put the record straight, once again.
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HUMMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
IN
JAMMU & KASHMIR

DR. M. K. TENG
C. L. GADOO

Jammu & Kashmir Sangam
14, Pant Marg
New Delhi-110 001
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CHAPTER VI, UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS

‘The induction of terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir by Pakistan is its third
attempt to cut off Jammu and Kashmir from India and annex it to its territories. In
October 1947, Pakistan sent thousands of armed forces and irregular commandos into
the State to annex it. Were it not for the heroic resistance of the state troops led by the
Chief of the Army Staff of the State, Brigadier Rajender Singh, who resisted the
advance of invading forces till the State acceded to India and the Indian troops joined
the battle, the story of the State would have been different. About thirty thousand
Hindus and Sikhs were slaughtered by the invading hordes in the territories of the State
overrun b them. Hundreds of thousands of them were uprooted and displaced. That
story is still untold. In 1965, Pakistan inducted thousands of its trained commandos in
the garb of local Muslims into the State to unleash a Muslim rebellion against India.
The infiltrators spread all over the valley, penetrated into Srinagar, but due to the lack
of support from local Muslim population and prompt military action taken by
Government of India, the infiltrators sneaked back to Pakistan after war broke out
between the two countries.

The present terrorist violence in Jammu and Kashmir is the third attempt by
Pakistan to break up India and annex Jammu and Kashmir. This time the technique of
military intervention is different; the flanks of terrorist organizations are recruited from
the local Muslim population and after being trained and armed in Pakistan are
reinducted into the State, to carry on the Islamic crusade, Jihad, against India. Large
numbers of armed commandos consisting of personnel of the army and intelligence
services of Pakistan, and the various troop formations raised in the occupied territories
of so-called Azad Kashmir have also been inducted into the State to help the terrorist
elements. The consolidation of the pan-Islamic fundamentalism and its militarization in
South Asia has been effectively used by Pakistan to export Islamic revolution' to
Jammu and Kashmir. Once the Jihad or the Islamic crusade for the liberation of the
State triumphs, Jammu and Kashmir will as a part of the fundamental unity of the
Muslims, join the Muslim nation of Pakistan. That is the reason why Pakistan projected
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front in the first phase of terrorism in Kashmir,
ostensibly to create an impression that the Muslims have launched an armed struggle in
the State to liberate it from India. The truth is that Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front was sponsored by Pakistan to impart a more militant direction to demand for
plebiscite in the State. It received arms and funds from intelligence agencies of
Pakistan and always acted under the instructions of the intelligence services of that
country. Once the terrorist violence in the state spread, Pakistan inducted the more
powerful terrorist flanks into the state, like the Hizbul Mujahidin, the militant outfit of
Jamaat-i-Islami, Al Badar, exclusively entrusted with the task of liquidating the
Hindus, and the other terrorist organizations like Al Umar, Allah Tigers, Janbaz Force,
Hizb Ullah and several other terrorist groups all committed to the accession of the state
to Pakistan’. (WHITE PAPER Drafted By Dr. M.K.Teng & C.L.Gadoo)
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LEST WE SHOULD FORGET

The worst disaster which befell the Hindus of Kashmir after forcible displacement
from the land of their birth in 1990 was the sudden disruption in education of their
children. Keeping this in mind, a historic meeting was organized by Jammu and
Kashmir Sangam, on July 23, 1995, at Mavlankar Hall, New Delhi, to felicitate Chief
Ministers of BJP ruled states. On the request of C. L. Gadoo, President J&K Sangam,
all the chief ministers including Sh. Eknath Khadse Minister of Technical education
and Dr. D.S.Ahir, Health Minister of Maharashtra, assured the huge gathering of
Kashmiri Hindus present on the occasion, that reservation of seats for migrant students
will be available in their respective states, in Universities, technical institutions and
business schools. Apart from Chief Ministers, Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani and two ministers
from Maharashtra spoke on the occasion.

Chief Minister, Sh. M.L.Khurana, announced the reservation of seats for
displaced students in Delhi schools and colleges. He also assured pay rise and more
employment of migrant teachers as well as more Teh- Bazari for erstwhile small
traders. Sh. Shekhwat and Sh. Patel also assured to absorb displaced medical and
technical students in their respective States.

At a later date Sh. Gadoo met Shiv Sena chief Balasaheb Thackeray at his
residence at Mumbai and presented him a set of his books on Kashmir. Sh. Balasaheb
assured all help for reservation of seats to migrant students in Maharashtra. Apart from
Sh. Balasaheb, Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani and Sh. Pramod Mahajan played vital role in
getting reservation for displaced students in Maharashtra and elsewhere. After
persuasion reservation in Kendriya Vidayalayas was also possible. This was indeed a
turning point for the displaced students.
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(L to R) Sh.C.L.Gadoo, President J&K Sangam Sh. M.L. Khurana Chief Mlmster
Delhi, Sh. Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, Chief Minister, Rajasthan, Sh. S.L.Shakdhar,
former chief election commissioner, Sh. K. Bhai Patel, Chief Minister , Gujarat.
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Shekhawat flays move *
to hold polls in J&K

NEW DELHL, July 23.
The Rajasthan Chief Minister, Mr. Bhatron Singh Shekhawat, today
eriticised attempts by the Centre to hold elections in Jammu and Kashmir
ind said polls cannot be held In the trouble-torn State tll all those who
have fled retumn to their homes. -
He was speaking at a function organised by the |ammu and Kashmis
Sangam. to honour the Chiel Ministers of Rajasthan, Delhi and Gujurat
and ministers of Maharashtra for ther assistance to displaced Kashmiris.

Me. Shekhawat said if the Government was serious about holding
elections in the State. It was necessary that all those wha have left the
Valley in the wake of militancy returned home.

He sald Kashmir was a national problem and the BV’ was keen to find
a solution. But he dissgreed with the policies of the Centre.

Kashmirs free of cost. e sakd the State had meserved 934 seats In
mumm:mmu _‘J:g_awh:y
were reserve o st ' !
e k. W
The Gufarat Chief Minister: Me. Patel alsy elp t0 the students
hmmmmmmwwwu»

itancy. -
help despite constraints of tnade. |

.m-wmhwm:uumw l
|

u&mmmm
quate technical and medical institutions fn his Siate.

In 1 he said were on (o provide electricity to Kashairi
migrants ’hdh:tqlq"mmdlp". %
He also announced that the por teachers would draw Rs.

swung:m whiate teachers Rs, 300 more. from this

T.0.1. REPORTS

not right
for polls in J-K,
says Shekhawat

NEW DELHI — The Rajasth-
an Chief Minister, Mr Bhairon
Singh Shekhawat, today critici-
sed attempts by the Centre to
hold elections in Jammu and Ka<
shmir and said polls could not
be held in the trouble-torn State
until all those who had fled
returned, reports PT1.

At a function organised by
the Jammu and Kashmir San-
gam to honour the Chief Minist-
ers of Rajasthan, Delhi and
Gujarat, .as well as Ministers
from Maharashtra, for their as-
sistance to displaced Kashmiris,
Mr Shekhawat said that in the
present  situation, elections
would not present a true reflec-
tion.

The Sangam honoured Mr
‘Shekhawat, Mr Madan Lal Khur-
ana, Mr Kesubhai Patel and the
Maharashtra Minister for Tech-
nical Education, Mr Eknath
Khadse, and the Health Min-
ister, Dr D.S. Ahir. They were
presented with shawls.

A press release by the San-
gam adds, ‘‘the pleas for help by
internally displaced Kashmiris
have finally been heard by the
Governments of ‘Maharashtra,
QGujarat, Rajasthan and Delhi."”’

The release states that in
Delhi, more than 200 Kashmiri
teachers have been given jobs
while Maharashtra and Delhi
have reserved seats for displa-

ced Kashmiri students in their |

technical institutions. Both
these State Governments have
reserved one seat in each discip-
line in each technical institution,
it adds.

‘“The Governments of Guja-
rat and Rajasthan have accepted
the request of Kashmiri medical
students for their migration to
medical institutions in these two
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR REPORTS
DEVASTATING IMPACT ON DISPLACED STUDENTS By C.L.Gadoo

Devastating Impact

The impact of the exodus on the admission of the
migrant students in training colleges and institutions
of higher learning was devastating. In Jammu, they
could not claim admission in professional colleges
or post- graduate departments of Jammu University,
while in Kashmir, there was no question of the
displaced children getting admitted.

The avowed aim of the state government was to
cut off the higher education and training facilities
for the Hindu students in exile. They were unable to
introduce the courses of higher education in Jammu
University as the university catered to the needs of
the population of Jammu alone. The post-graduate
camp classes did not take off because of the lack of
accommodation infrastructure and apathy of the local
authorities. In the university itself, tension continued
to pervade the teaching in the migrant classes. There
were various reasons for the tension, which were
mainly political. The situation in Delhi and around
was different. The Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, a frontline
organization of Kashmiri Pandits, took the initiative
and left no stone unturned till admission to the wards
of displaced persons were given in all government
run schools. Even many public schools came to the

rescue of the displaced community. Many local
organisations also came forward in helping and
providing school dresses, books, etc. to displaced
children free. Many scholarships were sponsored by
the Samiti and Kashmir Overseas Association (KOA)
for the needy students.

The Samiti did not stop there; all efforts were made
to get admission of these students in Kendriya
Vidalayas all over the country which is prevailing
till date. Delhi University also offered help.
Admissions were available in the university in all
regular courses to migrant students. All this was
possible only with the help of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leadership, particularly Shri Kidar Nath
Sahani, to open up several of the post-graduate
courses and courses of professional studies in Delhi
and elsewhere. A number of bright students of the
community was able to find their way into post-
graduate departments in various major institutions of
the country.

Shri Sahani took the initiative negotiating for the
reservation of seats with the BJP-Shiv Sena coalition
government in Maharashtra. The Samiti played its
role effectively and the reservation of seats in the
universities of Maharashtra became a great boon for
the community. Besides the seats in various courses
in engineering, migrant students were offered
admission in degree and post-graduate courses in
business management and computer sciences. In fact,
in the whole scheme, the proposal for reservation in
educational institutions was mooted by Shri Sahani,
myselfand Dr. M.K.Teng, after which he took up the
issuc with the BJP governments in Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Delhi. We are thankful
to the BJP and Shiv Sena leaders for this gesture. We
are beholden to the Congress government of Delhi
and Madhya Pradesh for the help they are rendering
to displaced students. Thanks are also due to the
Kashmiri Pandit Association, Mumbai, for their help.
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR REPORTS

Kashmiri Samiti Observes Youth Day

The Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, observed * Youth Day" on 26th October, 1995 in memory of the KP
youth who laid down their lives Jor the dignity and honour of their community and the country,

Thc day is also observed as the Accession Day
of Jammu and Kashmir State with India. The
function was presided over by Shri Kidar Nath
Sahani, Delhi Pradesh BJP President. The
programme started with a Seminar on “OUR
YOUTH-THEIR RIGHTS AND DUTIES”, and
concluded after presentation of short cultural
programme.

Shri Kidar Nath Sahani, came down heavily
on the Govt. and its policies towards Kashimir,
the displaced Kashmiri Pandits in particular. He
emphasised the need of preparing our Youth for
bigger challenges ahead both for the Country and
for the State. He reiterated the positive attitude
of his party towards the Kashmiri Pandits in Exile.
Various prominent Kashmiri Pandits also spoke
on the occasion expressing their views about
channelising, youth power into a constructive force
against fundamentalists and terrorism which is
eating into the very vitals of the society and Country
as a whole.

Shri N.N. Kaul, President Kashmiri Samiti Delhi

criticised the Govt. at the Centeral for its policies.

with regard to Relief and Rehabilitation of KPs
for whom it is very necessary to sustain themselves
in these circumstances. Mr. Kaul again felt that
no Political Party except BJP has ever bothered
to come forward to help our displaced community.

Kashmiri Samiti Delhi would fight for their “Right
to Live" till we are afive and act as a Nodal Agency
for the Displaced Community. Kashmiri Samiti
Delhi is very soon going to meet Prime Minister
and other Political Leaders to know the situation
of Kashmir as well as Kashmiri Pandit Community's
future, he announces.

The Samiti honoured Smt. Koul, mother of Sunil
Koul, who laid down his life for the community
and others, namely Sumesh Bhan, Sanjay Pandita
and Rajiv Dhar, on the occasion. The young
dynamic Sumesh Bhan categorically criticised the
Govt, of India and informed the gathering that
Govt's Political torture through CBI and IB are
weighing heavily come on their family and personal
life. He also criticised the Govt. for not allowing
us to study further.

The programme was attended by a large number
of KPs, and addressed by the former Presidents,
Sh. C.L. Gadoo and Sh. H.N. Nehru, who also
spoke on the said topic. The gathering was also
addressed by Sh. H.N. Jattu, President, All India
Kashmiri Pandit Conference. He bluntly criticised
the Govt. for its negative approach towards the
Kashmiri Pandit Community.

The programme ended with a Vote of Thanks
by Shri Rajendar Pandita, Vice-President, kashmiri
Samiti, Delhi.
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OUR YOUTH-—-THEIR RIGHTS AND DUTIES

Excerpts from C L. Gadoo s presentation at the symposium
“The future of the Hindus of Kashmir, their return to the homes, the physical
security, political security and economic security in terms of ground realities prevailing
in the State has not improved as claimed by few Kashmiri Pandits. They are welcome
to Kashmir as tourists only, nothing beyond that. There is no doubt about the desire of
the community of Hindus to return to Kashmir to which they actually belong, where
roots and temples are and where is the mother of their culture and their history. At
present the gun-culture, which has over-whelmed Kashmir for more than 15 years, has
made no big changes. The political class is making use of this culture to make its point,
reasonable or otherwise. This is true for elected government in the State as also the
Hurriyat Conference. Once the gun-culture is cracked without any hesitation, the
political class of Kashmir will see the light at the end of the tunnel and function
accordingly. Peace will return to Kashmir only after terrorist guns are silenced. At our
end, we have to develop a cohesive approach towards our political and economic
rehabilitation. We need our representatives in Parliament and Legislative Assembly for
our political survival. We have been sidelined by political parties, as we do not
constitute a vote bank. In a democratic set up, vote-bank politics has become a
compulsion for political parties. We must voluntarily seek mass enrolment in voter’s
list of Jammu & Kashmir and seek photo-identity cards from Election Commission.
Secondly, we must get State Subject Certificate, so that we do not lose our identity.”
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DHARANA BY KASHMIRI PANDITS AGAINST J & K POLLS

“Gadoo addressed the elections in terms of secularism and democracy: Though
Kashmiri Hindus firmly believe in the democratic process which would ultimately lead
to peaceful solution of the Kashmir problem, the manner and the undue haste in which
the Government of India announced elections made the whole exercise meaningless
and farcical. India needs a radical change, a shift from its dependence on Muslim
communalism at the national level as well as at the international level. The present set
up with its ideological commitment to Muslim communalism for power must be put an
end to if India, its secular character and its democracy have to survive. The time has
come for the initiation of united Hindu movements to save this country from
disintegration. If Muslim Jehad succeeds in Kashmir, India will disintegrate. Our worst
experience has been with most of the political parties in India, which have indirectly
played the same game of promoting Muslim separatism to serve their political ends.
Most of these parties sought to present Kashmir on a platter to the fundamentalist and
separatist forces.”

(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor
of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)
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Jammu and Kashmir election issue in the Capital on Tuesday. — HT photo
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Dharna against J-

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 7
A group of organisations articu-
lating the cause of Kashmiri Pandit
migrants today held a dharna in
test against the attempts of the Gov-
ernment to conduct mbly elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir.
Leaders and volunteers of these
orgdnisations raised slogans criticis-
ing-the Government for planning
clections when over two lakh mem-
bers of the community had been dis-
plaged from their homes. They said
that a Government formed in the
State on the basis of these elections,
would not be a true representative
of the people, as a large section of
the people would neither be able to
rac.dike 1o vote under these cir-

Cumstapces.

They unanimously resolved to
boyeott i}, ,g'ections as the situation
was sti! | potripe fo the same.

Addressing the demonstrators, the
leaders of Jammu and Kashmir San-
gam, Kashmir Samiti, Delhi and
All-India Kashmiri Samaj said that
though they firmly believed in the
democratic which could ulti-
mately lead to a peaceful solution of
the mir problem, the manner
and undue haste in which the Union
e T o i g
tions pol ge with-
out giving any thought to the prob-
lems faced by the minority com-
munities in the State, rendered the
whole exercise meaningless.

Mr C. L. Gadoo, a spokesman of
these organisations, said that to-
day’s dharna was a part of the prog-

blic opini Zd km g

opinion seck mass
p“n to force the Government n;?o
elections in the State under the
present circumstances, He said that
any attempt made by the Govern-

ment to foist discredited leaders or of the displaced Kashmiri Pandits,
parties on the people, at the cost of he added.

K polls

national integration, would be
fought back through creating public
awareness.

Meanwhile, Jammu and Kashmir
Vichar Manch, which also took part
in the demonstration, also de-
nounced the policy of the Govern-
ment in offering a political package
and holding elections in the State. |

The Akhil Bharatiya Vi%ye:nhi l
:’arishad also criticised the Centre |
for announcing a political age.
Its general se«g:re po' Mr e.dmﬁ- $
lidharan, said that the organisation .
would observe Nov. 10 as Virodh
Diwas all over the country.

He said that the manner in which
elections were proposed to be held
was a clear-cut surrender by the
Government of India before the
Pak-supported forces in the State.
The parishad was all for holding
elections but not before the return
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Office Bearers of J&K Cell, BJP Delhi Pradesh - -

Bharati ya Janata Party Delnd pPradeshn

oF gprarid & Moas tund - Corl 1

Designation Bogne gl adds s

, O President Shrid C.lve G aldoo
71, Sunder Block,
Shakarpur, Delhio oz,
~ vVicoe.pPresi dent 3 SArl A.¥. Kaw, 7275244
- N\ B 1129, Seccaor-8,
Rohini, Delini,

B .M.

2247672 2217672

a. Enrd J.L. Bhat, 5723911 3268207
23, Pusas Road,
New Delhi.

Col . (Reca,) »r. K, Ma=hza,
. C— 14, Famposh Enclave,
New Delhi- 1310038,

Guneral Secretacy Shri X.L. S arcop,
ST A 4, KamTundr apartment, 7

Pl omplar a, Delni- =4,

Sa475728

6. Secreutaxry . shri S5 .5. Kotwal ,
L e A Ly = e |

Sorory, — &,
New Delhnd. 1100(5'. i oni oge,

e - “Shri Rajinder pandita
G=78, East Vinod Nagarc,
Mayar Vinhar.Ix, Dl i 9 3.
o . ecutive MmMembero Snyd H.K., Pathak, 326 1992
Ajmeri G ate, Delbhi
I, 8.2, Taoshkhand, CBS3997
B-9/6476, Vaxant Xxanij,
New pEilhid - 1100704

0
.

210. Prof. B.l.. Serua sS767221
» BA/20, W.E_A. Farol n.aagh,
New Delhi.

1d. - Pror, C_ L. S.a-pl:u.
B0, DElux St .
B- 5, V-sundnnra, Delni. 16,
iz . e Prof, Hardkrisnan Koul
G, New Dzlhi asapts,
7, Vasunidnars, Delhfoss,

134 File Proesjident Shri N.N. 2 joo,
Lo 5 , Kcsrun.trs ADED
icamgpura, e o B ’14.

2473032

2479154

7274134 7350910

14 *» Shri M.N. Mantoo
De2/3, Modal Tow
Naw —=ilhi,

Se Shed Q. N, Shtess
h733, & A

S/Sh. P.K. Ralna(V President)C.L. Gadoo(PreS|dent)S S.Kotwal(V.President)
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Delhi A

14, P ndiit P:nt Morg,
Noew Delni - 110 0014

Phcnd ¢ 3712323,

The Chicf Roporter /fPhotogriofier,
New Dolhi.

Dear Sir,

Bhi.rctiya Janats Porty Delhi Pradesh will hold

a public mewting in Sapru Hous., Bsreknambs Rosd, New Dolhi
tomorrow, Tu<sday, tn. 28tn Nowember, 1995 at 5,00 p.m.
sgalnst tne restorastion oOf pre 1953 situation in Jammu and
Keshmir.

-
Shri L.K. Advani, B.J.P. N:tional Presidunt;
Smt. Sushma Swarej, B.J.P. Nstional G.neral Sceroteory;
Prof. Vijay Kamar Mcolhotras, MP, znd Snri C.L. G :doo,
Convencr, BJ.J.P. Delhi Pradesh J&K Cell will be choe moin
Speai&:?.

Shri Kider Nath Szhani, Prusident, B.J.P. Delhi
‘Prodesn will preside,

You sre reguested co depute one of your reporters/
PhOtOgraphers to cower tnc Seme. g

Thanking you,




ABROGATION OF Art.370---BJP
C.L.Gadoo moved a first time resolution at a BJP meet presided by Sh.

K.N.Sahani in presence of Sh. L.K.Advani, Smt. Sushma Suraj and many other BJP
leaders for abrogation of Art.370 on 28" Nov. 1995, which was unanimously approved

by the full house.
: g i s A G o
T ral gt g

la, gTvsEr o=7 A7,

35 Tseal - 110041,
CEMY © 3712323

TeATS @ 28 FUST, 1995,

TR S gurTET eTer e @ N P gy ¥ o 9% orar &
ot wfi ¥ syaTTeat o W o Ywew o AS, godo dwmwT ST
¥ E T ATYTa QAT £ A% U2 ST 3T €4t weet. .t Pa=oT
oRET &1

&F I amwTe) Toey 3 uvarg arva S SPaura X aver 370 S oy
% arg @ur orfiY wrow Al & EveTe B a==at 3 aTY ¥ v sreumfy
T ot gl W off Tod are ¥ omg aur oofit e 9 W aTva 3 arw
g waT & Tow EeTaT oTAr ar |

@ITTY 375 % ocaTep &% TuTw= &veTir ¥ 89 orer oF T
ECTAT THd qTRUTHVOEy T8 YT90 ITSEIT §oT 4TRT ¥ e~ BrT |

U 1954 ¥ ovg T sefiv v Paary wT o TRt Ov,
JTION ATATE] & ATESTY 8 AT "Wy TTTE” adr tuuTTE” Arat
& WITT OF "IMEATE 1T gEwETt 3 miw arie &Y wrw 3 dPagr
A Tatv=1 JuT=at o @1y oy S g e Tov e |

1953 ¥ g8 ¥ Twa geTe 9wy oiv T O W oarw 3 Oy
WIT OF WIS GO 3 O O oTa 8] GRTT S GANTT GuTd Y ¥TSg
@osl B ATWIT J1T 0Sy o9T G9FTY 0T 41 WOTET -t 08
ITWT ST G qTEATA gretv Tavhy oW |

S @Tal & UGTY ¥ U8 WT gryT 370 & sToww @ure owy,
I win wwlT & alv 1953 ¥ g8 & Teta aEro o any @ e
o B W T Y w87 oTear @7 Toudra Tear ¥ ory o Tedt

ff ordmTEr oY oiveTv Teut N YT ww 2"
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BiARXPTIYA JaNATA PARTY DELAT  PRADESH
14, Pzndit pent Marg,
New 1hi - 110 001,

RESCLUTICN

"Thc ghnouncement meade rocently by tac Prime Minister of
India from a fcreign lend, whervin s package wss cifir.a to the
Kegsnmiri terrorists, h:s hurt tac consci-nce Of ceca Md cVury
patriotic Indi anand this mecting strongly condemns it in uneguivocsl
Terms,

Aftcr tne independence of Indis, Article 370 was incorpo-
rated in the Constituticn of Ingdia temporzrily sbout the rclations

boetween thne Stste of Jammu ana Ksshmir and the Union Government o

wiich was to be rumoved subscguently for complete 'ini:—;:gr'ati‘on_/ the
Stgte of Jemmu and Ksshmir witn the rest of the country,

However the successive GovernmentsS at cthe Cuntre failed to
remove that Article =5 = result of which ctais Stitibicame isolaced
from the nationsl mainstream,

Prom tnc year 1954, on the recommendstion of tac Jammu and
Kshmir Stzte Legislative Asscmbly, SOme <ctumpS woer- made to
<nforce various provisions ci tn. Constitution of Indiz like the
Supreme Court jurisdiction znd th. cnangec of naw-s 0F #S adareu-
Rivasat" nd "Prime Minist.r" to “"Sovernor® ng "Cai.f£ Minister®,
«te,

Tho netion will disintegrct. and the State of Jammu =nd
Ksshmir will be furtner -iscl.ted 8 & result of ta. present
sttempts of tne Congress(I) Govermment st the Centre to r.Store
tac pre- 1953 position in tne Statc =nd to .nd tac integration of
Slc State with tnc rost of the councry, wnich will be opsoscd
tooth and nall by ¢ach snd cvery Indian.

In vicw of thesce facts, this mecting dumends th:at areicle
370 of thc Constitution should bo abrog:ted without cny delay =nd
iz stronzly condemns .ny sttempt on tac part of the Cuntral
Jovernment to tske the procuss of the *‘iﬁtc;gr'ation Of the Statc
Of Jemmu and Keshmir with thc rest of thc country to the opposite

dircction by restoring the pre-1953 positicn in the Stacc,




T PN o ‘
14, Pen3ic Ponc Marg,

.

fow Dcini - 110 001,
Pacnec 37312323,

B

Dt 3 1.12.199S. ‘

Press Relusse

In the Sombey Ses8icn Of tne Baasrctiys JdJm:-c. 2 Toy
Shri 4icel Bensri Vajpay<c mmnounc<3 tast tac Baar tiv. Jansta «
Perty wouli organisc #ll In3 s protest w.,.:k ajzinsc cho demand
from soveral cuartérs in £snmir for the restorscicn oF pre— 1953
Constitutional Status of Jummu ind Kz:8hmir and tho .>bj.ct surren:
o tne Congress Government in Dalni in sgrecing to nczocli ate o
scttiement on tne So-c3lled atoneomy, Short of azs<i, Eor tnis
Strte., accordinzly, the z11 Indis proteSc =gzinsc ti: dang.rous
policies of tn. CongreSs Sov:rament was initizsted {o Now Delni on
tne 23cn of November, 1995. Protist muctinis nave ooan a<ld 211
OVLr tne ccuntry simult:ncouSly. A ResSoclution wis p Sscd 2zt a
public mectin: tcld ino DN deranding the skroj.tica of acticle
370 wnich is the cnly way to put an =nd to Sep-r-tisc movement in
the State. | On thc 2nd Ducumbur, 31995, protusSt Jdemonstrotior have
been neld in Jmmu, wiers cac p<ople have sStrongly coacse<d the
restorztion oI pre- 1952 st:tus end have warn-3 fa. Sovernmunt
tnzt a Stxtewide agit:tion woculd be lsuncied ageinsc mny Such

move Wnicn can ptovi:i-'a a ground to the sSccessionist Iorces to

The Jamma and R&Mr 0:11 ©of che Dclhi Pradesh Bh-rauya -
Janeta Party Stronily m my pon.tical survindaer o tne
secessionist -n3a sep.q:wg? ﬂa—w ulieh can Sow ir<sz s<cods of
disruption in tne J gmmu Keshimiy 'j 7 The J zmmu :nd Kssnmdr
Cell mokes fc clear tnd:‘tn z\nﬁg mx:t.icl- 370 wis duvisud to keep
out Jammu =nd KsShmirx Sﬁ;’;u ﬁ‘q:eﬁ& Secular pcolitic i organisaticn

of Indls. srticle 370 was incc it<3d 45 ta Coms % :zuiicn only
temporarily. - :




§8: 2 8%

The prolonged struz:lc 1.4 by tne Preja Parish 3 -ng3
Baarstiyadon Songn for over - d.cude forecd the Jovernment of
Inda to rrinm the Jammu and Ksamir St-te intg tae Constitutional
eryenis-ticn o Indla, thousn paxtislly, in 1954,

The prescnt demsnd for tho TeStor.tion of pre- 1953 st.tus
is 2imed ot giving tne Jommu snd KShmir 5c-te ¢ dlstince status
under the Constitution of Indi 3, under tne pressur. of Muslim
fund-mentolist militant forees Oper ating in WMot te for the
1:st five yeors., Suen ¢ MO 13 bouna to be a preluds to tne
Sceession ol e Stte. any suen Surrender by tne Congruss
Gowernment will b tng 1 st sct of betriyal, wnie: Wil leod tne
country co wnotacr Jdivision,

tho
The Jommu nd KSnmir Coll of/Bh xrstiya %’-n tFery

WsInS tnu Gov.rament of Indis tn ¢ @y surrender o cac wp.sf.u
tist, sccessionist und {solstionist forces will D. rosisted by
the peoplv of Jammu ond KSamiviwnd the people of Indi: tooth

and natl:.
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NESDAY NOVEMBER 29 1995 THE TIMES OF INDIA. NEW DELHI

J&K’s history., a tale
‘of blunders: Advani

- By A Staff Reporter
NEW DELHI,L November 28:
Bharatiya Janata Party president
L K Advani today said the his-
tory of Jammu and Kashmiar could
be summed up as an “unending talc
of blunders by the Con, N

He was speaking at a ““Save
Kashmir™ public mecting o -
sed here by the Deihi unit of the
BJP. The mecting is part of the gr-
1y's week-long protests against Un-
ion government's recent decisions
on Jammu and Kashmir.

Other speakers were BJP's gen-
cral sccorctary in-charge of Delhi
Sushma Swaragy, Delhi party chief
Kidar Nath Sahani, Delh: BJIP's
Kashmir cell convenor C L Gadoo
and a mir university political
science professor N K Teng.

The parity is objecting to the
Jammu and Kashmir assembly
--after clections —being given the
option 1o return to the pre-1953 po-
sinnon of havi sadar-e-rivasar and
wazir-e-azarr instead of governor
and chicf minister. .

BJP president called this an-
nouncement “another blunder™ in
a scrics of that has comprised the
Kashrmuar policy of sucoecssive Con-
Eress governments,

He cited scoveral such “blun-
ders' and recalled scences and in-
stances from Ketan Mecehia's film
on Sardar Vallabhai Patcl’s life
called ““Sardar.*"

he said the first “blunder™ was
“*the unfortunate™ decision of then
Prime Minister Jawaharial Nehru
1o retain the charge of accession of
Jammu and Kashmir entrusting.
the res: 1o the then home minister
Vallabhai Patel.

The sccond one Mr Advani said,
was the decision 1o go to the Uniated

 HINDUSTAN TIMES, NEW DELH], TUESDAY DECEMBER § 19%

—
CONDEMNED: The Bharatiya
Janata Party Delhi Unit's Jammu

cﬁs&nﬂmipk&nﬁr.

president C. L. Gadoo in a
statement said that should the Gov-
emment pursue policies  which
amounted to political surrender,
there would be an agitation. He said
matArﬁdemwudevisedinamy
to kcc‘geout Jammu and Kashmir
tion of the country.

Nations complaining about the
1948 invasion and loss of territory
to Pakistan. “Vallabhai Patcl op-
posed it,”” said Mr Advani.

He related how the then home
minister tried desperately, and
failed, to stop Prime inister Neh-
u from announcing on the All In-
dia Radio the Indian government's
decision to seck UN intervention.

Third and more recent “blun-
der,” he said, was the decision to re-
move Mr Jagmohan from the post
of governor. “He was doing excel-
lent work, but they rmue:him."
Mr Advan: added.

He procceded to attack Article
370 which gives 2 status to
Kashmiar. He said this Article and
other such decisions arc threaten-
ing to put the clock back.

“Tothe uime when the Bharativa
Jansangh (BJP's previous incarna-
tion) gave the call opposing two
Prime Ministors, two signs and two
Constitutions in the coun —onc
of Indiax and the other of Kas e
he sand.

“But we will not allow the clock
to be put back,™ he said, adding ““in
fact we will push the ncedle
and will remove Article 370 from
the Constitution the day we are vo-
ted 1o power at the Centre ™
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CHAPTER VII
UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS
KOSHUR SAMACHAR REPORTS
HOLOCAUST DAY January 20 1996

143



JOINT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE, DELHI
WHITE PAPER ON KASHMIR BY Dr.M.K.Teng and C.L.Gadoo
Secessionist Movements

The present crisis in the Jammu and Kashmir State is a continuation of the
Muslim struggle in India for an independent Muslim homeland, which culminated in
the separation of the Muslim majority provinces of Sindh, North-West Frontier
Province, and Buluchistan, the Muslim majority areas of West Punjab and East Bengal
and the Muslim majority division of Sylhet of the Hindu majority province of Assam,
to form the state of Pakistan. The All-India Muslim League, which spearheaded the
Muslim struggle for Pakistan, claimed all the Muslim majority provinces, including the
whole of the provinces of the Punjab and Bengal, along with the Hindu majority
province of Assam. Among the Princely States, which were organised into a separate
political organisation by the British, outside British India and which were governed by
the British Paramountcy, the Muslim League claimed the Muslim majority Princely
States, as well as the States which were ruled by the Muslim Princes, the former on the
basis of their Muslim population and the latter on the basis of their treaties with the
British Government.

u i

White Paper
— on
e '~ Kashmir
[ ——

]

\
L B \
Dr. Mohan Krishen Teng & Chaman Lal Gadoo

Dr. M.K.Teng and C.L.Gadoo, Co-Chairmen, Joint Human Rights Committee, New
Delhi, the two Co-Chairmen of JHRC drafted White Paper on Kashmir, Kashmir
Militancy and Human Rights, and wrote many other booklets on Kashmir which were
distributed far and wide. Dr. M.K. Teng has written profusely on Government and
Politics of India and political Development and Government in Kashmir. He has
written several books and Research Articles on Politics of Kashmir. He was gracious
enough to write Preface to Kashmir—Hindu Shrines and Introduction to Kashmir—
Hindu Religious Culture, written by C.L.Gadoo.

i

AONT MUMAN AGNTE COMMTTIY
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MUSLIM MILITANCY

‘The militant violence in Kashmir is an ideological struggle which is
fundamentalist in outlook and basically communal in character and which is aimed to:
disengage the State from India, and secure its integration with the Muslim homeland of
Pakistan. Demolish the secular, social and political organisation of the State and
convert it into a Muslim theocracy governed by the precept and precedents of Islam.

The terrorist violence is not a local eruption of political dissent or discontent,
nor is it a political movement geared to objectives which involve change in the
instruments of power or processes of political participation. It is a religious crusade,
the continuation of the Muslim struggle for the separate Muslim homeland in India, to
complete the partition of India by securing the Muslim majority state of Jammu and
Kashmir for the Muslim State of Pakistan. While terrorism took its toll in Kashmir, the
leaders of Pakistan demanded that the India be divided again and the partition be
carried to its logical conclusion by ceding Jammu and Kashmir to Pakistan.’
(WHITE PAPER ON KASHMIR Drafted by Dr. M.K. Teng & C.L.Gadoo)

doo ?" -4

\ AL
Sh. KIDAR NATH SAHANI

(A Great Leader, A Great Guide, and A Great Karam Yogi)

‘White Paper on Kashmir’ drafted by Dr. M.K.Teng and C.L.Gadoo, was
published by Joint Human Rights Committee, New Delhi and released by
Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani, President, BJP, Delhi Pradesh, on Jan.22, 1996.

Sh. Sahani always stood by the side Kashmiri Displaced persons and always
helped them in need. He would at times go out of the way to help deserving people. A
kind hearted person, missed by many well wishers!
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NAAD REPORTS

Statement of Indo-American Forum which forms
Appendix XI of the White Paper on Kashmir
drafted by Dr. M.K.Teng and C.L.Gadoo

< Kashmir Valley is about 16 percent of the ares of the Indian Jammu and Kashmir State. It is only
about 7 percent of the original J&K State. 35 percent of which is now occupied by Pakistan and 17 percent
occupied by China.

“ In the Indian J&K state, Kashmir is the only region of the three (Kashmir, Jammu, Ladakh) that has
a Muslim majority,

“  Ethnically Kashmiri Muslims are different from the Muslims residing in Jammu and Ladakh divisions

% Even if all the Kashmiri Muslims should demand freedom ( and this is not certainly true as evidenced
by many Muslims that have fled the valley) the question arises whether a region, one sixth of the total

area of the state, and just half the population should be allowed to force its choice on the remaining
five sixth of the state

< To see this problem in the American context, would it be right for the entire state of Michigan
to be granted independence if the African-Americans of the greater Detroit region should agitate for

it?. Contrariwise should just, Detroit be granted Independence If the African-Americans of the city
start a violent campaign for it?

“ If one should argue that Detroit Is isolated from other African-American communities, unlike
Kashmir which has the Islamic nation of Pakistan next to it, then one can furnish the example of the
Miami, and allow it to become a part of a greater Cuba just because it has a Hispanic majority?

% The campaign bythe militants in Kashmir is o fundamentalist Islamic Movement that has been ruthless
n killing of members of the minority communities in a rasdom fashion. As a result more than 250,000
Cashmiri Hindus and Sikhs have been forced to take refuge out of the valley Is not terrorism against
inarmed  civilians a crime against humanity? Had the mos ement been a genuine freedom movement it would
uve sought to associate all  Kashmiris, irrespective of other religions, in a political dialogue with the
Jovernment of India

How Co-Chairman, Joint Human Rights Committee for
Minorities in Kashmir has prefaced the said White Paper

"Concerted efforts have been made in India to conceal the real import of the militant violence in Kashmir, which
las during the last two years spread to the Jammu province as well, The dis-information campaign, aimed to cover
he ugly face of Mushim communalism fundamentalism and separatism, in its most naked manifestations in Jammu and
cashmir, has been mainly based upon the presumptions that the Muslims in Jammu and Kashmir, were more secular
ban the Indian people and they were driven to rise in revolt against India by the political oppression, economic deprivation
ind social isolation, which India and the Hindus inside the State as well as in India perpeterated upon them

An acute need has been felt during the last five years, that the real truth of what the militant violence is commited
0 and what it has wrought about in the State, is brought to the knowledge of the Indian people. Quest for Pakistan
§ an ideological commitment which is original to the Muslim militancy in Jammu and Kashmir. The war of attrition,
vhich the Muslim seccessionist forces are waging in Kashmir is political in content. It has also a dimension of its
wn und the various terrorist organisations operating in the State and Pakistan, have reiterated, time and ugain, that
he struggle in Kashmir is a religious crusade in furthurence of the unity of the Muslim brotherhood and the realisation
[ its Muslim destiny, The battle in Kashmir is o divine commitment for the entire Muslim world. The Muslims, who
sve joined the crusade in Kashmir are the faithful and the people who resist it are the heretic enemies of the Muslim
eligion. The Hindus in Kashmir, with the other minorities, who formed the frontline of the resistence against the Muslim
rusade, therefore, deserved the fate they have met,

The White Paper is aimed to present data and fact about the seccessionist/movements in the State and their
sliterisation by Pasistan. It is also to analyse the ideological commitments of the militant forces and the strategics
he militant forces and the strategies the militant organisation have employed in their operation. The White Paper is
Iso aimed to present description of the genocide of Hindus and their ethnic cleansing from Kashmir. An attempt has
Iso been made in the White Paper to analyse the national response fo the militant violence and the efforts of the
tate Government and the Government of India to provide relief to the lakhs of refugees smouldering in exile.

The Joint Human Rights Committee is indebted to the large number of researchers, who collaborated in the collection
[ data and facts, on which the White Paper is based. The Committee is also indebted to Dr. Sukhbir Chowdry and
ir. Shashi Shekhar Toshkhani, whose valuable advice was available. The Committee is sincerely thankful to Shri Sanjeev
umar Gupta of the Gupta Printers
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From Our Staff Reporter

NEW DILHL Jan. 21
Much has been written about Kashmir. espe-
cially about the present turbulent phase, but

none hes come out with a concrete solution.
A "whlte paper” on Kashmir, brought out by
the jolnt Human Rights Committee — an orga-
nisatlon formed by the Kashmiri migrants — is
o different, The 120-page booklet is an attempt
to "provide a comprehensive account, with fac-
tual data, about the growth of secessionism In
Jammu and Kashmir. its fundamentalisation by
the local clergy and the Intelligence agencies of
Pakistan and its militarisation in the aftermath
of the Afghan crists.” But it fails to give any
useful hints'on ways to overcome the challenge.
Drafted by Dr. M. K. Teng and Mr. C. L. Gadoo,
two social activists who have gone out of thelr

way to belp the migrants, the white paper feels.

that secessionism in Kashmir s pan-Istamic in
content and has its roots in the movement
which led to partition in 1947, “The present
crisis in Jammu and Kashmir is a continuation
of the struggle for an indepent Muslim home-
land which culminated in the separation of the
Muslim majority peovinces of Sindh. North West

and East Betigal ta form the state of Pakistan,”
according to the white paper
" The Intérvention of the United Nations, which

,l -~ India had moved, ultimately led to a ceasefire in
i1+ hostilities leavin

ing i part of the State. Including
Mirpur, “Pooach fagir. Muzaffarbad, Baltistan
and Cligit under Pakistani occupatinn. “Had In-
dia resisted the pressure to allow Pakistan oceu-
BY & part Of the territories. it would have been
denled the base nside the State, which it is effec-
tively using to destabilise Indlan positions,” it
Says. i A

As Pakistan consolidated its hold on the OCCU-
pied territorles, it went back on its commit-
ments, on demilitarisation, refused to withdraw

Its troops and claimed a parity in the deploy-

cHmentof troops. Pakistan insisted upon the reten-,

.
Ko b s
res: The militia was actually a part of the regu- *

- 30,000 strong, militia, which ' J¢
0 rgised In the occupied terrto-

¢ lax force. which Pakistan had organised from
| the Muslim deserters of the Dogra army,"” the

L white paper ponts out.

Kashmir Govt.
“While Pakistan
charging Inflia with having usarped the free-
dom of Muslims in Kashmir and demanded a
plebiscite, it entrenched itsell in the oceupied
teTitories. A local government called “Azad
Kishmir Governiment™ was established. in the
occupled (esrilories
Giving » detailed socount of the factars which
let {0 grimting of w Speclal status to'the State,
under Article 370 the white paper points out
Jthat “the ruthless conmunafisation  of ‘the

launched a propaganda

[ramework of society and the State which (he
Interim Government, formed after partition, un-
dertook to accomplish. was extended to the ad-
mission of the Hindus and other minorities 10
educational Institutions ws well. The process of
Muslimisation undertaken by the Interim Goy-
ernment evoked sharp reaction from the Hindus
in the State, The distrust sank deeper afler the
Interim Government secured the exclusion of
the State from the constitutional o anisation of
India, which the Hindus perceived as the flest
step In the direction of reconstituting the State
into a Muslim political outfit, independent of
India. Later events proved that thelr fears were
not unfounded.” S

The State Government as well as the Centre
failed to realise the import of the phenomenal
change, which pan-Islamic fundamentalism en.-
v'nagedandlbedn.ngerltposedlothewholeof
India. Indian leadership failed to take note of the
warning signals from Pusjab, STy 4

Describing militancy in Kashmir as an ide-
ological struggle, fundamentalist in outleok and
communal in character, the white paper says
that it is aimed at disengaging the State from
India and securing its integration with the Mus-
lim homeland of Pakistan and demolishing the
secular, social and political organisation of the
State, “The terrorist violence is not a local erup-
tlan of political dissent or discontent, noris it a
political movement geared to objectives which
involve change in the Instruments of power or
processes of political cipation. It is a reli-
glous crusade,” the white paper says.

* It blames the Muslim bureaucracy of the State.

in demolishing the power structure. "Right from

the time of the Interim Government in 1948, the-

buresucracy had_been built ss & fank of the
Muslim Conference, but after the distntegration
of the Conference, it had grown into & powerful
instrument of Musfim separatism." ¢,
Muslim communalism - '
Another factor which led to the present sit-

uation, according to the white paper, ? f.lpc fact

that all through the post-indepen: ¢ ¢ra, In-

cessant efforts were made by the Centrs] sind the

State Governments 1o conceal the g ‘ face of -
id Kashmir.
- The white paper points out that in the decl-

Muslin communalism In Jammu

slon-taking units, the representation of Hindus
wits always negligible, “An unwritten instru-
ment 'of instruction operated o climinate
Hindus from the various decision-making bod-
les. Less than 26 per cent of the officess of the
rank of IAS were Hindus and 68 pet cent of
Ligher posts i) the Stare weee molopaitsed by
the Musfims The mejar pullic enterprises, state
Comparations, educaticnal instizutions of higher
learmivg and professionsl Snstitations  ere
bigded 1w Moshois™ dsa whits pisper says. but it
dogs not mentiog thit Hindus camprisad merely
2Nt er ool of the, popelbting fn the Vafle v

‘Wiiiwféﬂpaper’ fails to outline solutions

The white paper has dealt In detail with geno-
cide. human rights violation, torture and Kid-
napping. perpetrated by the terrorists.
substantiated by interviews and facts, based

mainly on newspaper clippings. It has also dealt -

elaborately witls the exodus. from the Valley, the
misery caused by the displacement and the de-
cay and degeneration to which migrant have
been exposed 10 in improvised encampments.

The white peper. however. s silent on the ml- *
serles caused to the Muslims and even Dogras of 5

Jammu as a result of terrorism,

koL KR e miimnts
|

e ———— e i
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"Ethnic cleansing" of Kashmir by
' + driving out o anmihilating he
* Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist
minorities s part of the slralegy
being adopted by the Muslim
militancy to get Jammy g0 Kash-
mi merged with lslamic Pakistan,
dcoording to a “white paper on
Kashmit” broyght oq hy the Joint
 Human Rights Compitgee

Having successfully driven
these minorities out of he Kashmir
Valley. The militants are now
working lowaeds their fina| goal of
crating an "Iskamic crescent” in
Asia, the white Paper, prepared by
MK Tengand Mr C L Gadoo, says,

The white paper regrets that
Cncerted efforts had been mage
Within India 0 coneal the rea e,

ok and bjctive f the il g in Jammu and- Kighoyi+ s

Were more secular thap the Indian |
Peopleand they (Kashmiris) were.
dri\tnloriscinrcvoltagainstlndia :

Violeace ‘in’ Kaghmir. The
‘genocide'o(Hindu,.\‘ikhnndllud-
dhist. minorities g Jammy, ang
Kashmir wag Swept under the car.
pe 1o hide the *ugly face of Mus-
lim communalism, (undameq.
tlism and separatisg;" beginning '
with the two-natioq theory that .
brought abogt the partition of [ndia
on religious Jines, |

Pakistan s Stll continuing 1o
push through this religious divide
loshape up a pan-lslamic ‘cresoent,

inAsia’ with the support of colonial has

inerests, it says,

The 120-page white paper is
dzsailxdaslhcﬂmuemp( totell
the "real truth" of fhe militans'
commimlcnlandilsimplimliom o
the State and people of India, The

SN

by the political Oppresion,
économic. deprivation and social

isolation perpeirateg Ypon theaisy
8 4 hollow but SuccessCuldisinfor,,
@alion campaign’ gimeqty wver |
ing.up the. real inteqt”ot the -

Separalism, it adds, 7,

“The war of attntion which the ]
Mmlimsecessiomstsam Wagingin
Kasbmiris polifical in conlent ang "4
alsoadimcnsionofitsown.ﬂle. :
various terrorist Organisationses
Operating i the State and g Pakis. u

1an have reiterated fime gnd agin

that the struggle i Kashair is 3
religious crusade in lurtherance of |
the iy of Musliy brothethond
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‘Migration was [as

resort for

HT Correspondent

i

NEW DELHI, Feb. 5

The Joint Human Rights Com-
mittee which articulates the cause of
Kashmiri Pandit migrants from the
Kashmir Valley, has stated that it
WS wrong to say that the migration
was forced by somebody when the
situation worsened there.

In a white paper released by the
committee, which is drafted by the
noted scholar, Dr M. K. Teng, and
social activist C, L. Gadoo, - they
have said that there is enoygh evi-
dence which points to the danger of
wide spread massacre of the mem-
bers of the minoritycommum'ty,and
a single false step would have cost
thousands of lives.

Referring to a survey conducted
by them involving displaced per-
sons, the report claimed that 38 per
cent of the migrants hailing from
towns, 46 per cent living in villages
and 71 per cent living in remote vil-
lages stated that threats were com-
municated to them through their
Muslim neighbours and acquaint-
ances. Forty-two per cent of the re-
spondents living in towns, 69 per
cent from villages and 68 per cent
from remote villages stated that
according to intelligence reports,

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES, NEW DELHI, TUESDAY FEBRUARY § 9% CITY 5
_ |

'?-.-OMC-Ohd\-J-(q.; S L 2

Pandits®

they had been accused of espionage

for India. Most of them further |

stated that they knew that the
accusation of mukhbiri was the war-
rant of death.

The report while delving into the
issue of migration said that 80 per
cent of the respondents felt that had
they not migrated, they would have

N assassinated in large numbers,

Ninety-two per cent of them stated
that if they had not moved aut, their
women would have been subjected
10 assault and they would have run
the risk of forcible conversion also.

The report further aueg:d that|

the displaced persons had been liv-
ing in sub-human conditions in the
Camps where a large number of
them had died due to various dis-
eases, heart attacks and snake bites.

Children, old men and women con-
tracted diseases which bred in‘filth

and squalor, and which were caused | |

by exposure to tropical rains.

A survey conducted by a team of
migrant doctors, made revealing
disclosures about the decay and
death which struck the refugees, and
the tropical diseases, ualor,
poverty and psychological distress
to which they were exposed, the re-

port said,

- -
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Massacre in Doda

By Kidar Nath Sahani

The manner in which 15 Hindus were slaughtered by Islamic
terrorists at Varshala village in Kishtwar area of Doda
district on January 5 highlights several aspects of - the
situation that prevails today in Jammu and Kashmir as well as
the rest of the country. There will be an attempt, indeed
there is already an attempt, by the pseudo-secularists to
describe the massacre as nothing more than another incident
of violence by the “"misguided youth"” of the Valley. But it is
precisely such post-facto justification which has emboldened
separatists and their AK-47 wielding supporters both from
Jammu and Kashmir as well as Pakistan and Afghanistan to
continue with their goal of cleansing the State of all non-
Muslims as a prelude to establishing Nizam-e-Mustafa.

Already, Kashmir Valley has been cleansed of non-Muslims --
the Hindus, including the Pandits, have been driven out after
subjecting them to horrifying atrocities -- and for all
practical purposes, apart from the brave jawans of our secur-
ity forces, there is nobody there to oppose the separatists.
The State Adm¥nistration, such as it exists, is in a shambles
with large sections of the local bureaucracy working hand in
gloves with the terrorists and their political masters in
Islamabad. Having accomplished their task in the valley, the
jehadis have now moved on to Doda and Udhampur. For the past
three years they have been building up their bases in this
mountainous district and indulging in loot, rape and murder.
The district administration has been a silent spectator while
the Governor, Gen K V Krishna Rao, has refused to pay any
attention to this build-up. On the contrary, everytime an
attempt has been made by the security forces to enhance their
presence in this district, mysterious orders have scuttled
their plans. y

In New Delhi, the inert Government of Shri P V Narasimha Rao
has refused to pay any heed to the danger signals that have
been emanating from Doda with sickening regularity. The
massacre of Hindu bus passengers, the selective killings, the
forced migration of Hindu families from Muslim-dominated
villages and the outrages committed against women are well-
known and well-documented facts. Yet, the Rao Government has
ignored them. Instead, it has been busy trying to buy peace
with a discredited National Conference and its non-resident
leader, Dr Farooq Abdullah. It appears that ignoring Doda 1is
a part of an unholy deal. Nothing else explains the Rao
Government s silence.
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DODA MASSACRE

Grearer Kashmir

35 MASSACRED IN DODA, UDHAMPUR 9 critically wounded
Jammu, May 1. Gunmen on Monday morning slaughtered 22 persons including a nine-
year old girl of minority community in two villages of Doda district. Nine persons
including a mother-daughter duo were wounded critically in the firing. Gunmen killed
13 more persons after their abduction in Udhampur district. According to the reports
several heavily-armed gunmen appeared in two remote hamlets, Panjdobi and Thowa
in Kulha and, Bharat area, 26 kilometer from district headquarter of Doda district, at
around 2 AM and ordered the villagers to come out of their houses. The gunmen then
lined them up outside the houses of the local village heads and opened indiscriminate
fire at them killing 22 and injuring nine others, police officials here said.
Inspector General of Police Doda-Udhampur Range, Mohanty told Greater
Kashmir that at least nine militants entered the villages and carried out the massacre.
He said that nine persons including a minor have received critical injuries in the attack
and they were shifted to Doda hospital.

Women wail around the bodies of their men folk and chlldren massacred by
terrorists at Kulhand in Doda district. (Courtesy: Tribune News Serwce)
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JAMMU AND KASHMIR SANGAM AND DODA VICHAR MANCH
organised a joint protest rally at Janter Manter, promient BJP leaders S/Sh
Kidar Nath Sahani, Madan Lal Khurana and Chaman Lal Gupta participated
GOOL MASSACRE

Another attack occurred in Gool hamlet of Udhampur District on June 13, 1996
, when men dressed in camouflage uniforms stopped the Gool-Ramban bus, removed
the Hindu passengers, and shot three of them in a nearby drainage ditch. The victims
were Kashmiri Hindu schoolteachers in the Government Higher Secondary School of
Gool. Migrant organizations, including the Kashmiri Pandit Sabha, the All-State
Kashmiri Pandit Conference, Panun Kashmir, Panun Kashmir Movement, and the
teacher fraternity, organized a condolence meeting at Rajinder Park in Jammu. The
teacher fraternity demanded that the state government transfer all Kashmiri Hindu
employees then posted in dangerous places in Doda, Rajouri, Udhampur, and Poonch
to safer area or to the headquarters in Jammu. Both of these attacks, at Gool, prompted
fresh migrations of Kashmiri Hindus from those

Areas.
(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor
of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)
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APEX COMMITTEE OF REHABILITATION FOR MIGRANTS

“Traditional political parties fared well in the parliamentary elections. The
National Conference Party, which boycotted the parliamentary elections in May 1996,
agreed to participate in the state assembly elections in September 1996 only after the
new Prime Minister, H. D. Deve Gowda, promised “maximum autonomy” for Jammu
and Kashmir. The National Conference won the polls, and Faroog Abdullah became
chief minister of the Jammu and Kashmir State. Shortly after assuming power,
Abdullah announced that he would coordinate a rehabilitation effort to facilitate the
return of the Kashmiri Hindus to the Valley and thereby “restore the historic ethos and
values disrupted by militancy” (“Rs 28 Billion Package,” 1997). The new state
government announced the creation of an Apex Committee to prepare short and long
term solutions to the problem of migration and rehabilitation and a subcommittee,
headed by Moti Lal Koul, to prepare an Action Plan for the safe and honorable return
of migrants to the Valley. These developments occurred without the support of
Kashmiri Hindu community leaders, who vehemently opposed the state government’s
rapid movement towards rehabilitation of the migrant community.’
(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor
of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens
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AR
JAMMU KASHMIR SANGAM ORGANIZES SEMIN
HINDU JUNE 28, 1996 REPOF\jTS

i T —  Jegmohan waming pram—
me 0 SaVG coun e bt o nd K e
+ M. Jagmoban, today werned the Government

against the "seions implcatons” of graing

1 f ” meximum autonomy to the State.- - ‘
L
implications to the country and the State, if the

maximum astoaomy as promised byitis grant-
ed to the State," M Jagmohan szid while speak-

il o (252 i el
Wi l}lﬂllunr’f mdmfﬁmmmﬁﬁm% Asking the Government © “explain what
T L kahslﬂdnmﬂﬂiah\a[h&m they meant by the maximum autonomy;”, he
AIRTIND toy WWWWMM feamdthatthemoyewoufdadve_mefyaﬂectthe
bﬁn&*dsaﬁdlmln‘mgeaﬂdaﬁﬁﬁumm bl i o N moraleofthesemntyforcesﬁghnngmmrgency
bt g ey 4V et e B e in the Valley
o BMHMM ’mmm M. Jagmohan, who was the Gorernor of am-
dﬂmfﬂfﬁrmmlﬁhmﬂf ma and Kashmir immediately afer militancy
N i 2 i e o iy T T began in the Valley, said the challenge in Kagh. !
i ey e ey s Ve o i i Tn  mir was not yet over, The thret persisted and
M ot Pt I e mmm&mmd thaééoo more from inside the country than from ¢
b o 1 el e e | |
st 4y o iy el e ik f o g, maTh‘fgf MP fom uter el M . I, Sar |
: it o b R  Speaking on the occasion said there
mﬂhﬂ“hm@mmm A e a1 e g Was 2 ot of misunderstanding over the Jammu
ifsmlarfhzrmﬁﬂamiﬂmtdghﬂsmmr- T and Kashmirssue which needed t be remoreq,
mmﬂﬂ}fhﬂimﬂlff'fhfmmdﬂ hVﬁ “ﬂf@jﬁhﬁibﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ[;ﬂn}'m . “ThEGOVCmmemeCSHOUCCOgHEEthaﬂhC 4
e et e 0 - iy u’t!iﬂnfdtfxu‘fanmg'mgu[dese,x State of Jammu and Kashmir compries thyee
gt o ] st g el o o i e

regions of which Jammu and [adakh hage 51
i i b e e il g 0 e i o i o o myshmpeglwtd."kahamwhoi§m
i, e s g e v b o theAH[qdeeneraJSecmtalyof‘BIRsa!d.
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KASHMIR: GREATER AUTONOMY
Terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir has almost broken up the national
consensus on major functional attributes of Parliamentary government in Jammu and
Kashmir. There is a deep difference of opinion about the feasibility of a political
package on 'greater autonomy' to the State; Hindus and the other minorities, about 46
percent of the population of the State, opposed to any restructurisation of the existing
constitutional relations between the Union and the State, and the Muslims uncertain of
whether the so-called package of autonomy would be acceptable to militant regimes as
a basis for settlement with the Indian Govemment. Perhaps, the Govemment of India
believes that it can substitute 'greater autonomy' for the ‘right of self-determination’,
that the Muslim secessionist forces, militarised by Pakistan in 1989-90, have been
demanding for the last five decades. The former Prime Minister, Narsimha Rao, went
so far as to suggest, that the Congress Government would concede "Azadi, short of
Independence” to meet Muslim separatism, at least half-way, exactly in the same
manner as the Congress had offered to concede a Muslim State within India, when it
accepted the Cabinet Mission Plan in 1946.
(Kashmir: Greater Autonomy by Dr. M. K. Teng, C. L. Gadoo)
DAILY EXCELSIOR NOVEMBER 1, 1996 REPORTS

- Kashmiri migrant group
opposes autonomy

all efforts would be made to ensure
return of all Kashmiris who had
migrated during last seven years of

NEW DELHI, Oct 31:

The Jammu and Kashmir
Sangam today opposed any au-
tonomy for the State and said only
fullintegration of Jammu and Kash-
mir in the national mainstream and
suppression of fundamentalism
would ensure constitutional guar-
antee for the migrant Hindus.

"“There is no other guarantee
which can ensure the safety and
future of the Hindu refugees who
are determined not to go back to
face the guns and comununalism,”
Mr CL Gadoo, president of the
Sangam, an organisation of Ka-
shmiri migrants, said in a statement
here.

The State Chief Minister, Dr
Farooq Abdullah, had recently said

turmoil.

Mr Gadoo said the migrants were
determined to resist any "prema-
ture attempts to disturb them before
complete normalcy is restored in
the State."

He alleged that the National
Conference's demand for restora-
tion of pre-1953 status for the State
clearly stood for delinking of Jammu
and Kashmir from the Indian politi-
cal structure as originally envis-
aged by Article 370.

Provisions of the Constitution
of India in regard to citizenship,
fundamental rights, Supreme Court
and elections were applied to the
State in 1954 .(PTD
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KPs’ return a top
priority, says Soz

NEW DELHI, Nov. 3:

The Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernment will very soon initiate talks
with the representatives of Kashmiri
Pandit migrants to seek their sug-
gestions and views for their early
dignified return to the valley, which
they left seven years ago.

Any steps to be taken by the
Government for the return of mi-
grants will be based on these dis-
cussions with their representatives,
according 1o sources.

The parleys, which the Chief
Maister, Dr Farooq Faroog Abdul-
lah will himself hold with five
prominent recognised organisations
of the Kashmiri Pandits, will be
focussed on various aspects Lo see
how best the migrants canreturn to
their native place early, the sources
said.

However, the exact date and
venue have yet not been finalised
they said.

Confirming that the Chief Min-
ister will soon hold talks with repre-
sentative bodies of Kashmiri Pan-
dits, the spokesman of the rulin
Nationals Conference, Prof Saifu
din Soz, said. return of migrants
constitutes a top priority of the
agenda of Dr Abdullah. .

The issue was one of the top
priorities listed in the National Con-
ference manifesto also, herecalled.

The issue, however, has to be
discussed threadbare before any
steps for their return are initiated,

Prof Soz said adding their sugges- -

tions will have to be sought for that.
Stating that Kashmiriyat with-
out Kashmiri Panditsis incomplete,
he said genesis and conditions of
their return need to be worked out.
The Kashmiri migrants will be

represented by Panun Kashmir,
Kashmiri Samiti, All India Ka-
shmiri Samaj, All India Kashmari
Pandit Sabha and J and K Sangam.

The president of J and K Sangam,
Mr C L Gadoo, when contacted,
however, denied having received
any official communication from
the Government.

I have read about it in newspa-
pers but nobody has approached us
so far, he said.

Same was the response from
Panun Kashmir whose general sec-
retary, Mr Ramesh Razdan said we
would welcome such a step but
nobody has officially approached
us so far.

He said the organisation would
respond positively to any such ini-
tiative.

General secretary of Kashmiri
Samiu, Mr Ashok Kak, however
said that the Chief Minister had
indicated'about the talks and we are
watching the moves.

Office bearersof other Kashmiri
Pandit organisations were not im-
mediately available for comment.

Around three lakh Kashmin Pan-

. dits had migrated from Kashmir
- ~after militancy erupted’inithe Val-

ley in late 1989. Most of them are
living in Jammu, Udhampur and
Delhi while others have been scat-
tered all over the country.

The talk of their return has
aroused fear and scepticism among
the community members as they
are not sure about the security on
their return to the Valley.

ive about the safety
environment in the Valley, the mi-
grants want an assurance from the
Government that the situation in
the Valley is really conducive for
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PAKISTAN PLOTS TO KILL KASHMIRI PANDIT LEADERS
DAILY EXCELSIOR NOVEMBER 3, 1996 REPORTS

Pak plot to kill top
KP leaders unearthed

From B.L. Kak

NEW DELHI, Nov 2: A plot, hatched
across India's borders, to engineer killing
of several leaders and activists of different
groupings of Kashmiri Pandits has been
uncovered.

Questioning of three subversives, re-
cently captured in Poonch sector of Jammu
province, has yielded a sensational account
of how a foreign agency has planned to
bring about elimination of Pandit leaders
and activists not only in Jammu and Ka-
shmir but also in the United States and the

UK and Canada.

The terrorists’ hit-list contains 100-0dd names of
Kashmiri Hindus. Intelligence sleuths, while exam-
ining a set of seized incriminating literature, includ-
ing two diaries, have come across names of as many
2s nine Kashmiris that have been marked with red
1k

They are Dr KL Chowdhury, Dr Shakti Bhan, Dr
Chrangoo, Dr Agnishekhar, Mr Amar Nath Vaish-
navi. Mr HN Jatoo and Mr CL Gadoo, besides Mr
Ashok Kak and Capt SK Tickoo.

While Dr KL Chowdhury tops the hit-list, the
name of 2 famous K ashmiri neurologist, Dr Sushil
Razdan, currently based in Jammu city, is on the
bottom of the list. Both Dr Chowdhury and Dr
Razdan are held in high esteem by a section of

Kashmiri Muslims.

Not long ago, Dr Chowdhury was reportedly
warned by two Muslim youth, who met him in his
Jammu clinic in the garb of patients, that he will have
to face dire consequences if he did not $top wniting
against the “ongoing freedom struggle in the Valley
of Kashmir."

Obviously, the threat to Dr KL Chowdhury and
others is part of the plan of Muslim fundamentalists
in Kashmir and across India's borders to prevent the
overwheiming majority of Kashmiri Hindu migrants
from returning to their original homes in the Valley

The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr Faroog
Abdullzh, may be @nxious (o ensure retum of the
Pandit migrants to the Valley in aphased manner. But
he cannot expect a smooth sailing for his Govern-
ment in this regard in view of Pakistan's restfuctured
strategy, which is aimed at creating trouble and
whipping up communal tensions and irntations in
parts of the State s0 48 to create a fear psychosis
among all those Pandits who want to go back to ther
homes in the Valley.

Intriguing, indeed, is the role being played by &
handful of Kashmiri Pandits on the question of buy-
ing and selling of the immovable property in Srinagar
and elsewhere in the Valley. This group of Pandits
has been found responsibie for initially advancing to
Dr Abdullah the idea favouring some kind of ban on
sellingof the immovable property by Kashmiri Hindu
migrants in the Valley

According to sources, two members of this group
had quietly managed, prior (o the return of Dr Abdul-
lah on the State scene as the Chief Minister, to sell
away their houses in a posh colony in Srinagar.
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Embassy of the Cmited States of America

New Delhi, India
November 15, 1993

Mr. C. L. Gadoo
President

Kashmiri Samiti Delhi
Kashmir Bhawan Marg

Amar Colony

New Dalhi 110024A. V. Rao

Dear Mr. Gadoo:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning U.S.
policy toward Kashmir. -

I would like to reiterate the main points made in the
October 28 press briefing on U.S. policy in South Asia;
several of these points have been widely misinterpreted in

the press.

We believe that sustained, good-faith negotiations
between India and Pakistan offer the best means of
resolving the longstanding Kashmir dispute. Naturally,
any viable solution needs to tike into account the wishes
of the Kashmiri people. s

Wwe do not seek to impose a solution on any of the
parties to the dispute. Nor do we guestion the
territorial integrity of India. Our overriding goal is to
see peace and security in Kashmir and an end to the
violent conflict there. We have always supported the
Government of India in its efforts to negotiate a peaceful
solution to the conflict, and will continue to do so.

Moreover, we have consistently expressed in both word
and deed our support for a stable and prosperous India.
We believe India and the United States share many common
perceptions and are committed to the same democratic
traditions. We look forward to continuing to work clesely
with the Government of India on a range of regional and
global issues.

Thank you for sharing your views with us.

‘Slnceécly,

CC& )Y‘f = "—" o

Chat Blakeman
First Secretary
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g&asluniri C?am;lu Delh: (azegtl)

KASHMIR BHAWAN MARG,
AMAR COLONY, NEW DELMI 110024
&b e ; PHONE : 6405280

i isissonse ) Dated e 1983 -

To
The Ambassador rmmmmmawa
= _ 1n_India

The United States _stand on Jammu & Kashmir and the
mischievous statements- -lde by senlor state officigis of the
~ Clinton administration deserve to be demounced by the government
as well as the people of India. It is not something new that the
United States has done and there is enough on record to show
that United States followed a susiained policy supporting the case
of Pakistan. The United States. have added a new dimension to
their policy on Kashmir and in their wild statements, questioned
thcwﬂ! of the State to India in 1847,

B The Kashmiri Samiti Delhi wants to put on record its
‘strong protest against the recent irresponsible statements made bLY
American officials, as such statement do not only hurt the
susceptibilities of !hL Kaah-lri Community, they put a shadow on
their hopes 1o ﬂgh; the terrorist menace, which Pakistan has
fducated intc Jammu & Kashmir. The Samiti takes a special note
of the fact that Pakistan has been and still is a frontime state
in the American Alte}m system. The questionable statuments, the
American officials have made, are bound to seriously eftect, the
effort of the Kashmiri Samiti ar¢ other minoritiess, flushed ou
by terrorism from Kashmir uncer a well-devised scheme of

ethinic cleansing of&c State, 1o return tu their homcland anc
live in’ peace.

The United States adrcinistration should have Knowr,
that the procedure for the trarster of power from the isitis: :

.. -

ladt_a'tn August 1847, was enviséged in an Act of the Farbiames:
of England, and the Act, specifically stipulated that the britiss
Paramountary would end with the withdrawal If the Hritish anc

. . Lontd. ... =

-
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the rulers of thi * States’ .“_ouid%f‘.!m the  powers,  which
otherwise were exercised| by [the 'British. The Indian States

-:ceeded to the two Dominious in ai¢ordance with the provisions
of the Act, and the same ynoeeduro was followed by the ruler of
the Jammu and tnhnir! ‘ vho signed the same Instrument of
Accession, which other States had, executed. The lapse of the
British Pairamountary dwl not vest any independence in the
States, because the am sh mmmt refused to grant them
do-won status and recogn: them as independent identities.

The dispute ov thc acauion of the Siate arose out
of the invasion of the State by Pakistan in October 1947, when
:l': State had not wcodor India,

. The Samiti noles with regret that in the United
Nations, where the Indian Government lodged @ protest against
Pakistan's aggression, the United States, with its alllies, equated
India wim Pakistan and infact helped Pakistan to grab one thi~d

of the Sm. which conumiu to be under its occupation even upto
this day.

¥ The Samiti feels, that the United States has followed
‘n unhelpful policy in regard to Jemmu & Kashmir evidently for
its diplomatic as well as strategic interests. The United States
administration, is unfortunately, seeking to take advantage of
sponsored terrorist violence in the State and prepare ground for
the seccession of tho Stato from India.

Untold miseries and death and destruction of property
and demolition of rou.lo'us places have been inflicted on the
Hindu minorities in Kashmir, by the terrorist desparados
supported by Pakistan. More than one and hal! thousand Hindus
have been murdered and more than eighteen thousand houses
belonging to the Hindus have been burnt down and more than
hundred temples have demolished. The Lnited States, necded
to nave pul tmo&‘;ﬁl ‘the United Nations instrumentalities to

cm‘da o;’"




u(urd against the human rights violation by tereorist in hastmir,
85 it claims to do, around the world, as the only super power.
The accession of mhnir to India is an accomplished fact and
the dispute er Jom and Kashmir s about the continued
occupation of I part o! the State by Pakistan. The Kashmiri
Samiti intends to make it clear that the people of Jammu &
hshlir will not submit to any "dictation and brook any
interference in the sovereignty of India, from whichever guarter
it comes,

The Kaghmiri S;mm condemns the statements made by

the United Stat !om ls and va:ns to convey to the U.S.

Administration the firm ve of the people of India, who are

-at present locked in a battle with international terrorism in
~Jammu and Kashmir, thf? they will not tolerate such balatant
attacks on the interference with the National integrity of India.

Lhc Sll!tl seeks to convey to the United States Government the
»

g dis al of the Hindus of Kashmir, who have sulfered
m«ﬁ nd ethnic extermination at the hands of Pakistan
sporsored terrorisn. The Samiti further wants to convey 1o the
United States Government, that it has already given a call o the

wdian people to fight as one man any attempts to destabilise
Kashair and Mbmu dia. :

'\%1 por ) WPJ
(C.L. GADOO)
President




APPENDIX 11

PETITION TO NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
Petition on Human Rights Violations of Kashmiri Hindus in Kashmir
[This petition is addressed to the Prime Minister of India, the National Human Rights Commission and
the International Human Rights Commission. It was framed by DR. M. K. TENG and SHRI C. L. GADOO,
Co-Chairmen of the Joint Human Rights Committee for Minorities in Kashmir, in wake of the exodus of

Kashmiri Hindus from Kashmir in January 19, 1990 and re-issued on Human Rights Day, December
10, 2015. We are giving below the full text of the petition.]

“Injustice anywhere is threat to justice everywhere.” (Martin Luther King)

Dear Sir / Madam,

Human Rights are
recognized by the entire
community of the civilized
nations of the world, as a
part of the rights of man
which are inviolable and
unassailable, for the all Dr. M.K. Teng
people who constitute humanity without any
exception. We, hold no brief for any one violating
human rights anywhere. All we submit is that the small
and helpless community of Kashmiri Hindus, along
with Kashmir is of other communities suffering for their
belief in secularism, nationalism and democracy, are
the worst victims of human rights violations in
Kashmir. They continue to suffer the aftermath of this
tragedy, living a miserable life in townships, and other
camps, in Jammu and other parts of the country. But
nobody hears their anguished cry while the terrorists,
their supporters in the state and Pakistan have
succeeded in generating worldwide awareness about
the hardship faced by some Muslims in Kashmir for
harboring and helping terrorists. Organizations like
the Amnesty International and Asia Watch while
raising howls about the difficulties of Kashmiri
Musiims make no more than passing references to
the inhuman brutality with which the Muslim terrorists
in the state massacred large numbers of Kashmiri
Hindus and indulged in rape, arson and plunder
forcing them to fiee their homes of thousands of years.
All this is sought to be hidden behind the smoke
screen of “human rights violations by the security
forces” and basic questions are clouded in a
desperate attempt to keep the world in dark about

the actual happenings in the name of insurgency
against the Center

It'is therefore essential to make a proper
assessment of violations of, whose human rights in
Jammu and Kashmir. While doing so, facts must be
treated as sacred and not twisted for dramatic effect
to serve sectarian political ends. Unfortunately, the
assessments made by some of the Human Rights
organizations are faulted in their very fundamentals
because such assessments have been based on
avowedly partisan evidence. Most of the evidence
has been collected in Pakistan-
occupied part of the Jammu
and Kashmir State and from
other sources close to the
terrorists. Some of these
“watch dog” groups make little
attempt to conceal the fact that
they are functioning as
apologists for Muslim terrorists
operating in the State at the
behest of Pakistan.

Nothing else can explain their studied
indifference to the plight of more than five lakh Hindus
whose “rights”, such as they were in a regime which
was already Islamic except in name, were trampled
under the jack-boots of the Pakistan-aided marauders
in collaboration with local Muslim fundamentalist and
secessionist elements. The magnitude of misdeeds
of the terrorists have been of such proportions that
Asia Watch found it difficult to completely conceal
them and had grudgingly to concede that they were
guilty of excesses in the name of violent opposition.
it is a tragedy that even after the Asia Watch report

C.L. Gadoo
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was made public, certain people in this country, fell
prey to the Pakistani and terrorist disinformation and
have developed a mind-set totally indifferent to the
plight of Kashmiri Hindus who have been reduced to
refugees in their own country for their patriotism,
tolerance and secular ideals. The flood of publicity
mounted by the mentors submerged the sad tale of
their suffering, so much so that when the specter of
“demographic change” was raised, nobody asked:
Has demographic change not already been brought
about in the state? Has it not been made a totally
Muslim Kashmir now with the elimination of the
Hindus?
Design To Break Up India

Terrorism is a violation of human rights, whatever
its political objectives. Terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir motivated by ideological commitments to a
Muslim crusade is a greater violation of human rights.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it must
not be forgotten, was adopted by the world community
precisely to save mankind from the scourge of
crusades; the second world war, was a war of
crusades.

There is an imperative necessity for a bold and
unconventional endeavor to identify the content and
contours of violence which has ravaged Jammu and
Kashmir State and describe the perspectives in which
the infringements of human rights deserve to be
assessed. Any enquiry and assessment restricted to
parameters predetermined by political considerations
and social motivations and preconceived notions of
the nature of the violence and strife in the state, is
bound to be self-defeating. Human judgments which
are presumed to be universal, as the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, underline generally
accepted norms and standards of human behavior
and not such norms and standards which are
arbitrarily devised. There is always a danger in shifting
parameters and judgments in respect of human rights
because shifting parameters and judgments are
incompatible with and destructive of the universality
of such rights.

It will be a travesty of human history to ignore
the crucial factor of terrorist violence in Kashmir,

which must ultimately determine the context in which
the violation of human rights has taken place. The
boundaries of state action to contain terrorism must
be viewed in the broad context of the United Nations
Charter, the International Covenants and the
resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security
Council on terrorism. An enquiry into human rights
violations in Jammu and Kashmir cannot be confined
to narrowly local and narrowly dated frames of
reference.

The terrorist violence unleashed in Jammu and
Kashmir by various terrorist organizations and the
state of Pakistan, is by itself a violation of human
rights. The Muslim crusade which seeks to
exterminate the religious and ethnic minorities In
Jammu and Kashmir and establish the primacy of
Islam in the government and the society of the state,
contravenes the principle of the due process of law
which is the basis of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Political terrorism, whatever its
Ideology and objectives, is a crime against
International Law, a crime against humanity, a crime
against the law of war and a crime against the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Terrorist violence in Jammu and Kashmir has
several dimensions which have a direct bearing on
human rights in the state. In the first place, terrorism
in Jammu and Kashmir is a process of political
violence which has specified political commitments
aimed to separate Jammu and Kashmir State from
India and secure its annexation to Pakistan. Itis the
culmination of the Muslim struggle in pre-partition
India for the homeland of Pakistan, which claimed
Jammu and Kashmir on account of the Muslim
majority character of its population. It is a religious
crusade to complete the partition of India which it is
claimed is ‘incomplete’ so long as Jammu and
Kashmir is not merged with Pakistan. It must clearly
be understood that this terrorist violence is not aimed
at effecting any change in the existing political system,
economic organization or social relationships. It is
neither an expression of political dissent, nor is it
apolitical movement aimed to replace the existing sets
of political instruments in the state. It has an

KOSHUR SAMACHAR, FEBRUARY 2016
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international content as it is aimed at cutting off a
part of the Indian nation and secures its annexation
to the state of Pakistan,

The Muslims in Kashmir are the ruling elite of
the state. They dominate its entire economic
organization and-enjoy communal precedence in all
social forums. Islam is virtually the official religion of
the state. Whereas the Muslims constitute a little more
than half the population of the State, they possess
three-fourths share in legislative bodies,
administrative organizations and all the local
Government Institutions. In the Kashmir province, the
Hindus have no elected representation in the State
Legislature, nor do they have any elected
representation in the local bodies. They constitute
less than five per cent of the administrative services
of the State and have less than one percent share in
the higher cadres of the state administration. Muslims
monopolize 94 per cent of the state services in
Kashmir. The Hindus of Kashmir province have
absolutely no share In the decision making clusters
of the state Government, which have always been
constituted by the Muslims of the Kashmir Province.
More than 90 per cent of the admissions to
professional, technical and other educational
Institutions are reserved for Muslims in one form or
the other purely on communal basis. The Hindus,
Sikhs and other minorities share a bare 8 per cent of
the educational facilities that the State provides.

The Muslims own and control the entire economic
and Industrial structure of the Kashmir Province. They
own 96 per cent of the agricultural land, orchards and
other urban landed estates. They enjoy a monopoly
over the entire industrial organization, trade,
commerce, financial resources and exports of the
province of Kashmir. They have complete monopoly
in trading in fruits, carpets, shawls, wood-work,
woolens, silk etc. The Hindus in Kashmir have never
been allowed to have any share in the tourist industry,
the transport organization, concessionary contracts
for the construction of the State property, roads and
buildings and the licenses for Imports and exports
which the state Government has been lavishly
distributing among the Muslims.

Evidently, terrorist violence in the State is riof
local in content or outlook. Its objectives have
transnational implications and its aim is the separation
of Jammu and Kashmir State from India and, as a
consequence, open the way for the disintegration of
the Indian Union.

Violation of Human Rights

The political content of the terrorist violence has
a direct effect on human rights as it involves militants’
strategies which cannot but infringe the principles
which form the basis of human rights. These
strategies include:

1. Liquidation of the Indian support structures in the
state, involving elimination of the people of all
communities including Muslims who constitute
such support structures;

2. Suppression of all political dissent and opposition
by fear,

3. Oppression and mental torture of people who do
not support terrorism;

4. Liquidation of civil population which extends help
to security forces in their operations against
terrorists;

5. Communalization of the society aimed to
suppress opinion opposed to the secession of
the state;

6. Conduct of military operations by the terrorists
against the security forces of the state in violation
of the laws of war,

The second major dimension of terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir is the terrorists' aim to
exterminate Hindu population in the Kashmir valley
because Hindus do not accept the secession of the
state from India and its annexation to Pakistan nor

do they accept to be govemed by the authority which

derives its sanction from the law and precedent of
Islam. The Hindus have always supported accession
of the state to India. They have, undeniably, formed
the most powerful support base for India in Kashmir.
Hindus in the valley rose united against the invasion
of the state in 1947, and fought shoulder to shoulder
with the Indian soldiers against the infiltrators from
Pakistan in 1965. They were always in the forefront

. of the struggle against secessionism, communalism,
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fundamentalism and the various movements for

annexation of the state to Pakistan.

In the present turmoil the strategies used in the
terrorist operations against the Hindus in Kashmir
include:

1. The extermination of Hindus;

2. Subjection of Hindus to brutal torture to instill fear
among them in order to achieve their submission
to the terrorists and their exodus from Kashmir;

3. Flushing out such Hindus who refuse to submit
to the terrorist dictates, by force, fear of death,
fear of conversion and criminal assault on their
women;

4. Destruction of the residential houses of the
Hindus who migrate and the appropriation of their
business establishments to ensure that they do
not returm;

5. Attachment of their landed property;

6. Destruction of the social base of the Hindus by
desecration and destruction of their places of
worship, shrines and temples;

7. Appropriation of the property of the Hindu shrines
and its attachment to the Muslim religious
endowments;

8. Declaration of a religious crusade against the
Hindus.

Pakistan Factor

The third and the most crucial aspect of terrorism
in the State is the participation of Pakistan in the
terrorist violence. Pakistan has a history of sponsoring
terrorist violence in its neighboring countries including
India. It is openly committed to the export of Islamic
revolution to non-Muslim states and militarization of
pan-lslamic fundamentalism in South Asia. Pakistan
has always used Islam as an ideological instrument
for its territorial expansion. It has claimed Kashmir in
the name of the Muslim nation and the unity of the
Muslims Ummah. Pakistan is at present a
conventional, organized and intemational base for
the militarization of pan-Islamic fundamentalism and
Muslim terrorism in Asia. There is enough proof of
the complicity of Pakistan in the terronist activity in
Jammu and Kashmir, which cannot be disregarded.

The induction of terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir

by Pakistan is its third attempt to cut-off Jammu and
Kashmir from India and annexes it to its territories. In
October 1947, Pakistan sent thousands of armed
forces and irregular commandos into the State to
annex it. Were it not for the heroic resistance of the
state troops led by the Chief of the Army Staff of the
State, Brigadier.Rajender Singh, who resisted the
advance of invading forces till the State acceded to
India and the Indian troops joined the battle, the story
of the State would have been different. About thirty
thousand Hindus and Sikhs were slaughtered by the
invading hordes in the territories of the State overrun
by them. Hundreds of thousands of them were
uprooted and displaced. That story is still untold. In
1965, Pakistan inducted thousands of its trained
commandos in the garb of local Muslims into the State
to unleash a Muslim rebellion against India. The
infiltrators spread all over the valley, penetrated into
Srinagar, but due to the lack of support from local
Muslim population and prompt military action taken
by Government of India, the infiltrators sneaked back
to Pakistan after war broke out between the two
countries.

The present terrorist violence in Jammu and
Kashmir is the third attempt by Pakistan to break up
India and annex Jammu and Kashmir. This time the
technique of military intervention is different; the flanks
of terrorist organizations are recruited from the local
Muslim population and after being trained and armed
in Pakistan are re-inducted into the State, to carry on
the Islamic crusade, Jihad, against India. Large
numbers of armed commandos consisting of
personnel of the army and intelligence services of
Pakistan, and the various troop formations raised in
the occupied territories of so-called Azad Kashmir
have also been inducted into the State to help the
terrorist elements.

Mass Massacres

The terrorist violence in Kashmir has involved
mass massacre of the people of the State, destruction
of their property and genocide of Hindus and their
exodus from Kashmir. The death and destruction of
innocent people, genocide of minorities and conduct
of a war of attrition in violation of the laws of war are
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crimes against humanity and international law,

besides being violation of human rights. The terrorist

violence in Jammu and Kashmir, on a well designed
patter, has led to several consequences which are
inextricably interfinked with the violation of human
rights.

The main targets of terrorist violence in Kashmir,
have been

1. The Hindus;

2. the Muslims opposed to secession, the Muslims
accused by terrorists of acting as “agents of
India” and “informers™ and those alleged to have
spied for the security forces of the state;

3 Hindu employees of the State government, the
Hindu employees of the government of India
posted in the State, Hindu technical staff of
Government of India installations of
communications, police, radio and television,
Hindu technical staff of the industrial corporations
and the Hindu personnel of the security
organizations of the state as well as the
personnel of the Central paramilitary forces
deployed in the State.

Genocide of Hindus
Genocide is the destruction in whole or in part of

a national, ethnic, racial or religious group. The United

Nations General Assembly approved a resolution on

11th December, 1946, declaring genocide a crime

under International Law. A convention on the

Prevention and Punishment of Genocide adopted by

the General Assembly came into effect on 12th

January, 1951. The Convention proclaims genocide

as a crime against International Law. The Convention

lists destruction of an ethnic, racial or religious group
as genocide. Specifically, genocide includes:

1. Killing members of a community or a group
because of their affiliations;

2. Causing bodily or mental harm to the members
of a community or a group;

3. Deliberately inflicting conditions on the
community or the group to bring about its physical
destruction;

4. Imposing measures to prevent births in the
community or the group;

5. Forcibly transferring children from one group to
another,

The terrorist organizations in the State and those
operating from Pakistan have unleashed an
organized campaign to exterminate the Hindus in
Kashmir. Besides the obligation to prosecute a
religious war against them, terrorists have sought to
achieve several tactical advantages in eliminating
Hindus. Hindus used to form a vital and powerful base
for India in Kashmir. They have fought the
secessionist movements in the State with their bare
teeth. They alone have resisted the onslaught of the
pan-Islamic fundamentalism as well as the
Islamization of the Government and the society in
the State. They have always been instrumental in
keeping the feedback channels of Government of
India open and maintaining a regular and
uninterrupted flow of information to its agencies.

The mass attack on the Hindus began in January,
1990, and by the onset of August, 1990 more than
eight hundred of them had been murdered in cold
blood. Most of the victims were innocent people who
lived in poverty and persecution under the Muslim
dominated constitutional organization of the State.
Among those killed, were people from all sections of
the society, lawyers, political activists, media men,
intellectuals, shopkeepers, errand boys and men of
small means.

Exodus in Panic

The rising terror which consumed hundreds of
innocent Hindus, the deliberate indifference of the
state apparatus infested by pro-Pakistan agents and
infiltrators and the failure of Govemment of India to
take effective and firm measures against the terrorists
as well as their harbourers, particularly in the ranks
of the administrative organization of the state,
compelled the Hindus to flee for their lives to Jammu
and beyond. By July- September, 1990 more than
three lakhs of Hindus had evacuated from their homes
leaving their property, land, trade and business
behind them. After the exodus, all the Hindu property
has been looted and thousands of Hindu houses burnt
down. Many Hindu Temples/shrines have also been
burnt down or destroyed by explosives.
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Terrorism is a negation of life, and violation of
the norms of human behavior recognized by all
civilized people of the world. All value-based violence,
which contravenes generally accepted norms of
social order, human behavior, and right to life and
equality of all men, is retrogressive. Judgments which
are based upon preferences which violate life equality
of all men and freedom do not have any revolutionary
content, The political violence motivated by
ideological commitments whatever their value-
content is necessarily retrogressive, There is no
freedom which impinges upon freedom, no equality
which upholds inequality. There is no life which
portends death. Political terrorism even if it is for a
religious crusade is as heinous a crime as any other
crime against humanity. All political terrorism is
organized crime.

Terrorist violence cannot be justified on the
ground of its political and ideological motivations or
value-basis. International conventions and treaties,
even those pertaining to human rights, do not
recognize terrorist violence as legitimate political
action, arising out of any ideological or political
commitments or any value basis. Commitment to
separation of Jammu and Kashmir from India to
further the cause of Islam and in the name of Muslim
unity and brotherhood, to ensure the Muslims in the
state the right to decide the future disposition of the
state as envisaged by the United Nations Resolutions;
commitments to “complete the partition of India” by
the accession of the state to Pakistan or commitments
to liberate the Muslim majority state of Jammu and
Kashmir from India or commitment to establish a
Muslim State of Jammu and Kashmir based upon
religious precept and precedence cannot legitimize
and validate terrorism in Kashmir.

Human Rights

In the Charter of the United Nations, the peoples
constituting the United Nations express their
determination to reaffirm faith in fundamental human
rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and
in the equal rights of men and women and nations large
and small. In 1948, the General Assembly of the United
Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights as a common standard of achievement for all
people and all nations. In 1966, it adopted the United
Nations Covenant of Human Rights.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
stipulates, in several sets of its articles, the inalienable
rights of all members of human family. These
inalienable rights are grouped around six main
principles- Equality of man; Freedom of thought;
expression and faith; Due process of law; Freedom
of peaceful assembly and association;
Representative basis of state power, and Right to a
share in the social and economic organization of the
state.

The equality of man is fundamental to the
Declaration of Human Rights. The Declaration affirms
that human rights are universal and applicable without
any discrimination. If all human beings, professing
different faiths, are bom free with equal dignity and
rights, no religious, social or political injunction can
impose a reservation on the equality of man and
discrimination against any people of the world. The
equality of man transcends all religious precepts and
precedent, social sanction, all ideological
commitments and political limitations.

All human beings, the Declaration proclaims, are
born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are
endowed with reason and conscience and should act
towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. All
people are entitled to all rights and freedoms
envisaged by the Declaration, without any distinction
of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language,
religion, political or other status. Every human being
has right to life, liberty and security of person. No
one shall be subjected to torture or cruel inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment. All people are
equal before law and are entitled without any
discrimination to equal protection of law.

State's Inaction

The State Government and the Government of
India have an obligation under the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the various international
Covenants and the United Nations Resolutions, to
deal firmly with terrorist violence, Neither the State
Government which is vested with the powers 10
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maintain law and order in the state in the Indian
federal division of powers, nor the Union Government
which assumed all powers of the administration to
itself in consequence of promulgation of President's
rule in the State, adopted any of the measures
mentioned above to deal firmly with the terrorist
violence. Terrorist crime is still dealt with as an
ordinary crime. Trial procedures have not been
changed to meet the threat of crimes committed by
the terrorist; no special anti-terrorist organizations
have been instituted within the police department or
within the security structures of the State.

Thousands of innocent lives could have been
saved, if the State and Union Govemment had taken
adequate measures which the world community, the
civilized nations have adopted to deal with the political
terrorism.

The local newspapers are a testimony to the
death and destruction of Hindus and other innocent
civilians who have been victimized by the various
terrorist flanks and who could be saved if powers were
given to the security forces to take pre-emptive action.
Thousands of innocent lives have been taken by the
terrorists and thousands of Hindus have been
uprooted from their homes. They are languishing in
refugee camps in Jammu and other parts of India.
Their right to life, their homes and their freedom is as
sacrosanct as any other human right listed in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

APPEAL
We appeal to National Human Rights

Commission; International Human Commission; and

Government of India;

a) Take majors to reverse the genocide of Hindus
and put an end to continuous state of terror which
prevails in Jammu and Kashmir so that half a
million of Hindu refugees are able to retum to
their homes in Kashmir,

b) To act immediately to put to an end to mass
annihilation of Hindus and Human Rights
violations imposed upon them who are living in
exile for the last 26 years, virtually, abandoned
by the Indian State and relegated to the life of
deprivation, poverty and exploitation,

c) Indict pan-islamic fundamentalist organizations
and terrorists organizations in Jammu and
Kashmir which are responsible for terrorist
violence in Kashmir, and the State of Pakistan
which has sponsored these organizations by
providing training, arms and funds to the terrorists
in Kashmir, for crimes against humanity, crimes
against International Law and crimes against
Human Rights.

Sd/ Sd/
Dr. MK.Teng C.L. Gadoo
(Co-Chairman) (Co-Chairman)

PROTEST AT UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, NEW DELHI,
_ON JUNE 25, 2018
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Brief Profile of Chaman Lal Gadoo---Social Activist & Prolific Writer

Chaman Lal Gadoo born in a middle class Brahmin family in 1937 at
Srinagar, Kashmir and after completing his early education at Srinagar moved to
Delhi for further technical education. He chose engineering as his profession. He
took active participation in student and youth movements. He took active part in
organizing the student rally, first of its kind at Srinagar on June 23, 1953 on the
Martyrdom of Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukharjee; ever since he never looked back and
the zeal to the voice of the sufferers still keeps him working on the cause even as
an octogenarian. He became National Council Member, of National Youth
Organization (NYO) at New Delhi, and associate Editor of its monthly youth
magazine ‘Lion Roar’ in the year 1963.

Gadoo took keen interest in Trade Union activities, represented Tata Group
Unions, Mercantile Unions and Federation of Radio & Electrical Employees
Unions of Delhi State for more than adecade as its General Secretary and launched
‘“Workers News’ in the year 1971. He organized workers of Electronics
Industry in the capital and represented Radio Industrial workers in its first wage-
board appointed by the Delhi Governmentin 1973.

Gadoo also served the cause of unapproved colonies of Delhi, as Vice
President of East-South Welfare Association (Regd.) in 1976 and again in 1982 as
General Secretary of Laxmi Nagar-Shakarpur Welfare Association which played a
key role in getting Laxmi Nagar and Shakarpur colonies regularized.

Chaman Lal Gadoo has spent more than last thirty years in community
welfare activities, ever since there was first attempt by communal forces in South
Kashmir to annihilate Kashmiri Hindus, way back in 1986. Politically, he is an
ardent supporter of Hindu nationalism and deeply involved in the Hindu resistance
movement, against Muslim separatism in Kashmir. He has been in the midst of the
relief and rehabilitation of the Hindus of Kashmir, displaced in the aftermath of the
militant violence in Kashmir during 1990. He has worked for unemployed youth,
reservation for displaced students in various universities and now working for
Healthcare of elderly and on many more burning issues like return to homeland.
He has always been sensitive to the needy.

Gadoo worked diligently for the Kashmiri Hindus’ cause, first as the
President of Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi and then President, Bharatiya Janta Party,
J&K cell, Delhi Pradesh, for more than two decades. He moved a first time
resolution at a BJP meet presided by Sh. K.N.Sahani in presence of Sh.
L.K.Advani, Smt. Sushma Suraj and other BJP leaders for abrogation of Art.370
on 28" Nov. 1995, which was unanimously approved by the full house.

Gadoo has been also President of J&K Sangam, and Kashur Sumchar, Vice-
President of All India Kashmiri Samaj for a long time. He is associated with many
other organizations like ‘The Kashmir Education, Culture and Science Society’ and
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others. He was also Vice-President of Nirmal Vedant Prachar Mandal/ Nirmal
Sadhana Ashram, Delhi. He is Co-Chairman, Joint Human Rights committee, New
Delhi and Chairman, Vidya Gauri Gadoo Research Centre, New Delhi.

Apart from working with BJP stalwarts, Gadoo worked in tandem with other
stalwarts like Shri. Ashok Singhal, President, Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) who
appreciated the booklet ‘Sri Ram Temple Movement’ and distributed the same to
leading group of lawyers who produced it as a document in Supreme Court. Gadoo
also worked with Prof. Balraj Madhok, founder Akil Bharatiya Jan Sangh, and
Shri B.L.Sharma (Prem), founder Akhand Hindustan Morcha. He was associated
with English section of its mouth-piece, Aabay Bharat, for a long time.

Chaman Lal Gadoo has organized many protest rallies, demonstrations,
seminars and press conferences to highlight genocide, ethnic cleansing and plight of
Kashmiri Hindus in exile. He has widely traveled and represented Kashmiri Hindus
at many national and international foras. He attended Kashmiri Pandit Summit held
in Hendon, London, from 18th —21st June 1997. The purpose of the Summit was to
evolve a common platform for the unified voice of all Kashmiri Pandits. He was
elected as Director of Press and Publicity & Director of Inter- Party Affairs
(National Parties) at the meet. During November 1998, he participated in a seminar at
the House of Commons, London. He also attended a meeting with lawmakers of
Indian Caucus (USA) at Washington DC on Kashmir and on plight of Kashmiri
Pandits in exile during 1998. He represented Kashmiri Hindus at ‘First Vishva
Saraswat Samelan’ during December 1999 at Mangalore.

Gadoo was invited by Hurriyat Conference leaders to hold deliberations on
Kashmiri migrants, during January 2000 but rejected the proposal, as it felt
Hurriyat was responsible for militancy in Jammu and Kashmir, killings of
hundreds of innocents, and for the ethnic cleansing of Kashmiri Pandits.

For more than twenty years Gadoo has been raising different issues with the
National Human Rights Commission like genocide and Human Rights Violations of
displaced Hindus. On his insistence before the commission, an inventory report of
left over migrant properties in the valley was furnished by J&K Government
during 2008. He also raised problems faced by displaced Hindus before Standing
Parliamentary Committee on Rehabilitation of J&K Migrants during 2007.

Gadoo’s research papers appear regularly in different magazines all over
India and abroad. He has authored several books and was associated with Dr.
M.K.Teng during the drafting of the “White Paper on Kashmir’ which was released
by Sh. K. N. Sahani, in 1996. Sh. Atal Bihari VVajpayee personally distributed the
booklet on “Human Rights Violations in Kashmir” at an event at UNHRC session
in Geneva during March 1994, which he had earlier released on 28th Oct. 1993 at a
symposiumon Terrorism in Kashmir and Violation of Human Rights, organized by
Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi.
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L"f A e
AUTHORWITH SRISRIRAVISHANKAR AND SWAMIRAMDEV
KASHMIR---HINDU SHRINES
The book provides a comprehensive accountof the history and heritage of the Hindu
shrines andtirthas in Kashmir, the tradition and legend associated with them and the
spiritual experiencethey symbolize.
THE BOOK with 268 PAGES and 100 PHOTOGRAPHS
ISBN 978-81-910057-0-7, Price Rs.400 only
WHITE PAPER ON KASHMIR
DRAFTED BY
Dr. M.K.Teng & C.L.Gadoo
THE BOOKWITH 120 PAGES Price Rs. 200
KASHMIR---MILITANCYANDHUMANRIGTHTS
BY
Dr. M,K,TENG & C.L.GADOO
The book presents the role of the terrorist regimes in the violation of human rightsin
Jammu and Kashmir. The war of attrition launched in Jammu and Kashmirin 1990,
by various terrorist regimes, organized in Pakistan and POK, has been placed in its
historical perspective.
THEBOOKWITH 162 PAGES, ISBN 81-7488-919-1, Price Rs.300 only
KASHMIR----HINDU RELIGIOUS CULTURE
The book an attempt to provide the reader as well as researcher in Hindu religious
culture, asystematic and in-depthanalysis of the religiousculture of the Hindusof
Kashmir, its philosophical content, its theological postulates, its theory of action and its
ritual structure. .
THE BOOKWITH 240 PAGES and RARE PHOTOGRAPHS
ISBN 978-81-910057-1-4, Price Rs.300 only
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