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LEST WE SHOULD FORGET! 
UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS 

STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL DURING FIRST 14 YEARS OF VAN VAAS (1990-2003) 

      VOLUME I 

MY EXPERIENCE WITH TRUTH! 
‘They alone live who live for others’ Swami Vivekananda 
The Untold Story of Kashmiri Pandits is the story of the turbulence, the 

agony, the hardships the Hindu community of Kashmir had to undergo, 
immediately after forced displacement from the valley. It is the story of survival in 
exile and the hard facts of early nineties. Truth must be told! 

An attempt has been made to present true picture of the st ruggle against all 
odds. A unique method has been employed to tell thestory and will be of it s own 
class. The reality/facts are based on National/State print media, Koshur Samachar 
& Naad, the two community magazines published from New Delhi, during those 
critical days and commentaries by different eminent persons. Truth must prevail! 

At the outset, I want to thank Dr. Mohan Krishen Teng who guided with his 
rich knowledge and experience all along till his last, during our struggle. I am 
thankful to all comrades in arms and well-wishers who encouraged me to compile 
a study on our Untold Struggle for Survival during our exile from our Homeland. 

I want to express my gratitude to my community members who shared at a 
very crucial time the pain and anguish of our brethren who were routed out from 
their ancestral homes, at gun point. We bow to them, for upholding the Dharma 
and the honour of womenfolk which was in danger, at a very heavy cost. At that 
critical juncture, when hell was let loose in the valley, we stood like a rock 
together. I was then President, Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, the focal point for our 
struggle for survival. It was a unique experience to find extra ordinary spirit and 
zeal of our community members living in Delhi to find them, all out in helping 
mood, when nobody even the Government did not took cognizance of our miseries. 
I salute to all of them! 

I am indebted to all who stood together like a joint family to help displaced 
brethren at a very crucial time of early nineties. This was a unique experience of 
togetherness of Kashmiri Hindus of Delhi NCR. Support came from all Kashmiri 
Pandit organizations in India and abroad which was diverted to Jammu brethren, 
where it was needed most. My sincere thanks to all overseas friends who helped 
and showed concern about happenings back home. I am grateful to all those who 
supported us. 

I want to record my sincere thanks to Amar Colony Traders Association 
under the leadership of Sh. Ram Lal Ji, who hailed from Kotli (POK), who took 
charge of kitchen at Kashmir Bhawan during those turbulent days. 
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I am thankful to all those activists who stood with me all along during long 
years of our tryst before National Human Rights Commission. Initially, All India 
Kashmiri Samaj, Panun Kashmir Movement, Indo-Canadian Kashmir Forum 
(ICKF), Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi and at later stage Kashmiri Pandit Conference and 
Joint Human Rights Committee, New Delhi. I am thankful to Sh. Ashok Bhan, 
senior advocate, who stood with me while representing Kashmiri Samiti. 

I am grateful to Ms. Aditi Koul, Ms. Asha Khosa and Sh. Anil Anand, 
versatile journalists and other eminent journalists for their faithful reporting of our 
struggle of survival, from time to time. I am indebted to all those who’s reporting 
are used in the study. 

I am indebted to Sh. Kider Nath Sahani, and Sh. Madan Lal Khurana, two 
great Karam Yogis, who helped and stood like rock, with us through all thick and 
thin. I bow to them and to all those comrades who left for heavenly abode during 
our struggle for survival, especially Kashmiri Hindu Martyrs, brave sons of the 
soil, who fell to terrorist bullets, also Security personals who laid their lives in 
defending the honour of the country. 

I am indebted to all those who rendered help and support in compiling this 
task. I have drawn heavily from different National Newspapers; Jammu & Kashmir 
based newspapers, Koshur Samachar, Koshur Gazette and Naad. I am thankful to 
them. I am also grateful to International Journal of Hindu Studies, Ms. Haley 
Duschinski, Asst. Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens, for her 
work “Survival Is Now Our Politics”: Kashmiri Hindu Community Identity and the 
Politics of Homeland, during my tenure as President, Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi. 

Finally, as President of different associations at different intervals of time, 
during nineties, I owe to all devoted members of Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, Jammu & 
Kashmir Sangam, New Delhi, and Jammu & Kashmir Cell, Bharatiya Janta Party, 
Delhi Pradesh, who imposed unconditional faith in me during those hard hitting 
days. I have no words to thank them all, off course a long list, who worked 
selflessly and relentlessly during our VAN VAAS of early nineties. 

We condemned the Human Rights Violations, Genocide and Ethnic 
Cleansing of Kashmiri Hindus from the Kashmir valley. During those 
turbulent days, we came out in thousands on roads and held rallies, protest 
demonstrations to show our solidarity with our displaced brethren. And the rest is 
history! History is relentless, it does not forget nor does it forgive! 
CHAMAN LAL GADOO (AUTHOR AND SOCIAL ACTIVIST)                                                                                      
                                                                                  MARTYRS DAY 
                                                                               September 14, 2020 

I slept, and dreamt that life was all joy, 
I awoke, and saw that life was but service, 
I served, and understood that service was joy! ---Rabinder Nath Tagore 
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A PAGE FROM STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL 
The history of Kashmir begins with the history of the Vedic civilization of 

India. The people of Kashmir are a part of the proto-Vedic people of India, who 
have inhabited Kashmir from the most ancient times, going back to the latter stone- 
age culture of the Indian people who lived in the whole of the north of India. 
Hindus of Kashmir claim themselves to be Saraswat Brahmins and trace their 
ancestory to the Saraswat Brahmins living along the course of the legendry river 
Saraswati, which formed the cradle of Vedic civilization of India. 

Evidence is available of the close contact between the people of the Saraswati 
civilization and people of Kashmir. Nilmat era of the Hindu history of Kashmir 
followed the disappearance of the river Saraswati. Nilmat Purana narrates; “sixty 
five rituals and festivals, were celebrated with great devotion, faith, pomp and 
show. Some of the rituals and festivals find mention in other Puranas also. Some of 
these are celebrated even today in Kashmir, like Kaw Poonim and Yaksha Mavas 
(Kechri Mavas). It is generally thought that the Purana talk of rituals and festivals 
of Nagas only, and these being adopted by Aryan Saraswat Brahmins of Kashmir, 
which is not so. Many of the rituals, festivals and days are common with those 
followed by Aryans in Bharatvarsha or emanating from Vedas. 

Kashmiri Hindushave a rich cultural heritage. They possessed numerous 
religious endowments and shrines. Many Hindu monarchs built numerous elegant 
temples, some of these still exist. The Shiv- Shakti cult, the Mahayana Buddhism 
and even the Kamasutra originated from Kashmir. There is lot of literature on 
religion, history, philosophy and lovelore on Kashmir, as much as 35 percent of 
Sanskrit literature came from Kashmir. The Shiva philosophy got new dimensions 
in the folklore, in the Lalla Vakh of Saint Lalleshwari. Buddhism, Vaisnavism and 
Shaivism flourished side by side in Kashmir. Emperor Ashoka brought Buddhism 
to the valley. Three centuries later, Emperor Kanishka convened the Fourth 
Buddhist Council in Kashmir, which led to the founding of it s Mahayana sect. 
Buddhist missionaries from Kashmir carried it to Central Asia and China. 
Lalitaditya Muktapida was the greatest Hindu emperor Kashmir has ever produced. 
He built a number of new towns with temples of great archaeological importance. 
“There was not a township, no village, no river, no island where this king did not 
lay down a sacred foundation.” writes Kalhana in Rajatarangni. 

Islam spread quickly in Kashmir because there was large-scale persecution 
of Hindus and their forcible conversion during the Muslim rule. During the reign 
of Sultan Sikander (1389-1413), nicknamed ‘Butshikan’, only 11 Hindu families 
survived conversion, and first mass migration of Kashmiri Pandits to plains took 
place. He destroyed hundreds of temples and built mosques in their place and with 
their material. 
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With the collapse of the Mughal Empire in 1752, Kashmir was taken over 
by the Afghans. This was perhaps the worst period in the annals of Kashmir 
unheard of in human history. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh conquered Kashmir from Afghan’s in 1819. Sikhs 
ruled Kashmir till 1846.Within four months of Sikh rule census was conducted in 
Kashmir. The population stood at 6 Lakhs and out of that only 28,000 were 
Kashmiri Pandits! 

The Dogras ruled the State from 1846 to 1947 t ill India got independence 
from the British rule. The last Dogra ruler of Jammu and Kashmir State, Maharaja 
Hari Singh, signed the Instrument of Accession to unite his domains with the State 
of Indian Union. Soon after, tribals and regulars from Pakistan invaded the State 
but the Indian security forces repulsed the attack and pushed the invaders out. In 
January 1949, a ceasefire agreement was concluded bet ween In dia and Pakistan 
with one-third of the state territories still remaining under the illegal occupation of 
Pakistan. India accorded special status to Jammu and Kashmir under Article 370 of 
the Constitution. 

The creation of Pakistan in 1947 was a landmark in the struggle for the 
unification of the Muslim Ummah. Ever since Pakistan was created, it has 
followed a sustained policy of thrust for expansion towards the east, as a major 
strategy to spread across Jammu & Kashmir and take the Muslim power to the 
predominantly Muslim regions of Central Asia, Mongolia and Sinkiang. 

Kashmiri Hindus, usually called Kashmiri Pandits are historically and 
traditionally a community of scholars, intellectuals, efficient professionals, 
administrative workforce and have passion for education, and a community which 
is almost cent percent educated in varied disciplines. It was thus an unbearable 
oppression for them when the State authorities worked assiduously and st rictly 
towards restricting their admissions to higher educational courses and institutions. 
Simultaneously, their opportunities to enter State Government employment were 
also slashed. Their landed properties were taken over under the grab of ‘Land t o 
Tillers’ and under the cover of laws which were unconstitutional, unfair and 
unequal. State Government changed the names of 684 villages, which had Hindu 
names by a Government order No. REV/S/340 of 1981 dated 13-10-1981. The 
Muslimisation of the various political and economic processes had begun earlier 
and the minorities in Kashmir were at the receiving end. 

The Hindus have loved their land with greater spiritual and social 
commitments than the Muslims, because they are not imposters and they have been 
living in the valley, generation after generation, over thousands of years. They 
possess a greater sense of belonging, being the original inhabitants and owners of 
the rich ancestral heritage and have their roots in the geography of the land. They 
are not conquerors; they have risen from their soil! 
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UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS 
‘Kashmir, a Hindu kingdom, which had touched the pinnacles of 

glory under the Karkotas and later the Utpalas, extending its territories, north and 
east as well as west, and which had become a major military power in the north 
of India, passed under the Muslim rule early in fourteenth century, when a 
Tibetan fugitive, Rinchen seized the throne of the kingdom. Rinchen was 
supported in his st ruggle for power by Shah Mir, a Muslim adventurer and 
soldier of fortune, who had taken service in the kingdom of Kashmir, and had 
risen to power and posit ion, with the patronage of the Hindu kings. 

Baharistan-i-Shahi, a Persian work, written in 1614 AD, and recently 
translated into English, by Dr.Kashi Nath Pandita, a noted Persian scholar and an 
expert in Central Asian Studies, reveals the truth. Baharistan-i-Shahi narrates; “At 
this time only a handful of people in Kashmir have embraced Islam. Most of the 
people were infidels or dissemblers. But when Rin chen thought of embracing a 
religion, and associating himself with a community, he made en quires about the 
principles and laws of their religion from the savants among the infidels and the 
learned men of the times. They beseeched him to join their fold. The Muslims also 
put before him, the principles and teachings of the Islamic faith and invited him to 
embrace their religion. But owing to serious differences among the t wo religious 
groups, and the disagreement prevailing among the two religious groups he was 
not able to reach any decision. Each community considered its religion the true one 
and each group induced him to embrace its religion. He was in a fix because of th e 
serious differences and glaring contradictions in the views of their communities. 
Their heated discussions and discourses led him to no satisfactory conclusions. 
However, blessed as he was with a dispensation for justice, for ‘God helps those 
who help themselves,’ he found the right path. He firm ly decided that he would 
embrace the religion of the first man; he would meet in the street after coming out 
of his house the next morning. He also decided to join the community to which the 
man belonged.”Baharistan-i-Shahi notes further; “Next morning he came out of his 
house. The rays of the sun of divine guidance, bringing every object from darkness 
to light, librated him from darkness of ignorance and disbelief; for all of a sudden, 
in the neighborhood of his mansion, he saw a Darvish offering Namaz (the Muslim 
way of praying), with full devotion. He went towards him, when the Darvish had 
finished his prayer; Rinchen held him by the hand and brought him to his house. 
Then he called on an interpreter who knew his languages.” After having asked the 
Darvish his name and his religion, he was told by the Darvish his name was Bulbul 
Qalandar and his religion was Islam, and that he was a member of the sect of Shah 
Nematullah Wali of the Shia sect. There upon Rinchen embraced Islam and 
became the first Shia Muslim ruler of Kashmir assuming the name of Sultan 
Shams-U-Din.’  (Kashmir-Hindu Religious Culture by C.L.Gadoo
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           CHAPTER  I,  UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS 
THE SAGA OF SURVIVAL! 

Terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir is a process of political violence which 
has specified political commitments aimed to separate Jammu and Kashmir State 
from India and secure its annexation to Pakistan. The second major dimension of 
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir is the terrorists' aim to exterminate Hindu 
population in the Kashmir valley because Hindus do not accept the secession of the 
state from India and its annexation to Pakistan nor do they accept to be governed 
by the authority which derives its sanction from the law and precedent of Islam. 
The Hindus have always supported accession of the state to India. They have, 
undeniably, formed the most powerful support base for India in Kashmir. They 
were always in the forefront of the struggle against secessionism, communalism, 
fundamentalism and the various movements for annexation of the state to Pakistan. 
A lot of crap is being peddled out about Kashmiri Pandits having a dominant 
position in Kashmir whereas facts speak a different story. The basic fact is that 
the Muslims are ruling elite in Kashmir. They dominate the entire economic 
organization and enjoy communal precedence in social forums. Islam is virtually 
the official religion of the state. They have three-fourth share in legislative bodies, 
administrative organizations and all the local government institutions. In the 
Kashmir province, Hindus have no elected representation in local bodies. They 
constitute less than 5 percent of the administrative services of the State and have 
less than 1percent share in higher cadres of the state administration. Muslim 
monopolizes 94 percent of the state services in Kashmir. More than 90 percent of 
the admissions to professional, technical and other educational institutions are 
reserved for Muslims in one form or the other. In financial sphere, the Mu slims 
own 96 percent of agricultural lands, orchards and other urban landed estates. They 
enjoy monopoly over the entire industrial organizations, trade and commerce, 
financial resources and exports from the province of Kashmir. The pressure tactics 
and persecution that the Pandits faced in Kashmir drove almost half their number 
out of their homes during the four decades of the Indian independence in search of 
their livelihood. The rest of them were forcefully flushed out in 1990, when 
Islamic terrorist struck the valley and a large number of minority community 
members were murdered in cold blood, tortured, raped, temples desecrated, their 
property looted and burnt. 

The rumblings of the storm which engulfed Kashmiri Pandits were heard long 
before it swept the valley. The ultimate and devastating blow came on January 19, 
1990, late in the night, when hell was let loose. The total breakdown of the law and 
order machinery spread a deep sense of insecurity, which was so severe that the 
most of the Pandits fled the valley and migrated to Jammu and Delhi in the dark 
hours of the night, with their shirts on! 
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In Jammu, where the refugees poured in thousands, the State Government 
failed to rise to the occasion and provide temporary shelter and relief to the 
hundreds of thousands of the Hindus sprawling on the streets in the temple city of 
Jammu. Were it not for the yeoman service of the voluntary Hindu organizations, 
which immediately swung into action to organize relief for the refugees, hunger 
and disease would have taken a heavy toll of the unfortunate people, who had 
suddenly been thrown into the wilderness. No help came from any quarter. Silence 
of death fell on the liberals, the protagonists of secularism, the radicals and the rest. 
Gita Bhawan, a temple complex situated in the heart of the Jammu city, adjacent to 
the Shiva Temple, was converted into a reception-cum-transit camp, where the 
Hindu refugees arriving from Kashmir, disembarked. The various Hindu 
organizations of Jammu, which had organized relief for the Hindu refugees 
arriving in thousands from the Kashmir valley, established a broad-based relief 
committee constituted of several prominent Hindu leaders of Jammu and Kashmir. 
The organisation was named the Sahayata Samiti. Pandit Amar Nath Vaishnavi, a 
prominent Hindu leader and social activist, was appointed the Vice-President of 
the Samiti. Vaishnavi was actually put in control of the function of the Samiti. In 
Delhi, the other main place, where the refugees arrived in large numbers, the work 
of relief and rehabilitation was taken up by the Kashmiri Samiti Delhi, headed by 
Chaman Lal Gadoo, an indefatigable social worker. 
               In Delhi, a regular camp was organized at Kashmir Bhawan, the head- 
quarters of Kashmiri Samiti, where thousands of our displaced brethren lived in 
rotation. A regular free kitchen was started with help of local market association 
and others. Clothes and essential items like toothpaste, soaps etc. were provided to 
the persons staying in the transit camp. 

An all party meeting was held in Kashmir Bhawan on 4rth March 1990. 
Sarvshri K.N.Sahani, Jatehdar Richpal Singh, Nawang Gorpe, Bhim Singh 
addressed the Biradari members. All speakers expressed sympathy and assured all 
possible help. 

Recollecting the history of human tragedy of Kashmir, a massive protest rally 
was organized by Kashmiri Samiti Delhi, on 8th March 1990 from Red Fort to 
Boat Club. Thousands of young and old – men and women participated in the 
march. The rally converted itself a public meeting which was addressed by Sh. 
Krishan Lal Sharma and Prof. Vijay Kumar Malhotra (both from BJP), Jathedar 
Richpal Singh (Akali Dal, Master Tara Singh Group), Sh. Bhim Singh (Panther 
Party), Brig. R.N.Madan, AIKS President and by C.L.Gadoo President KSD. 
Thereafter, a memorandum was submitted to the Prime Minister urging him to 
consider seriously the happening in Kashmir and more so at the plight of Hindu 
minority of the bleeding valley. 
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The rally was followed by visit to Kashmir Bhawan by the members of all 
Advisory Committee headed by Sh. George Fernandes, then the Union Minister of 
Kashmir Affairs on March 14, 1990. Sh. Fernandes heard the refugees from 
Kashmir. As per suggestion of Sh. George Fernandes, a delegation under the 
leadership of Sh. C.L.Gadoo met in the office Sh. Fernandes on 15 March 1990. 
After this meeting, the Government opened the camps and registration for refugees 
immediately. Samiti had series of meetings with Sh. George Fernandes, Minister 
for J & K Affairs and Sh. Subodh Kant Sahay, Minister of State for Home Affairs 
and apprised them genuine problems of those persons who were forcefully driven 
out from the valley. Meanwhile, Central Government declared Kashmiri Samiti, 
Delhi as Nodal Agency for relief and rehabilitation of refugees from Kashmir. 

A day long Dharna was organized by Kashmiri Samiti on March 20, 1990 
at the residence of Sh. Goerge Fernandes, Minister for Kashmir Affairs. A large 
number of Kashmiri Pandits joined the protest. Deputy Commissioner of Delhi 
promised on behalf of the Minister, who was out of Delhi, of speedy relief to the 
refugees. The protest rally on 8 March 1990 in Delhi, the march from Red Fort to 
Boat Club, when thousands of protestors, young, old, women and even children, 
carrying play cards and raising slogans against Pakistan sponsored terrorism and 
onslaught on Kashmiri Hindus by Muslim fundamentalists, throughout the long 
route caught the attention of the Government and general public at large. The rally 
for survival of the suffering community, the glimpse as captured by print media on 
the same day, then; 
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A PAGE FROM RECENT HISTORY 
Communal violence that rocked Kashmir Valley during the fateful last week 

of February 1986 has taken a heavy toll in terms of not only the trail devastation it 
has left behind but also the damage it has inflicted on the psyche of a whole 
community of Kashmiri Pandits. (A Report by Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi) 

RIOTS IN KASHMIR DURING 1986 
‘Anti-Hindu riots in north Kashmir began in the township of Anantnag in 

1986. The riots engulfed the whole of the south Kashmir and spread to the district 
of Baramulla in north-west of Kashmir. Mobs at tacked the Hindus, burnt their 
homes and then destroyed their temples and places of worship. The reports of the 
anti-Hindu riots evoked sharp reaction from Hindus in the Indian capital, New 
Delhi. Arya Samaj and the Bharatiya Janata Party sent their fact finding teams to 
Anantnag and the other affected places in the Kashmir province. The Bharatiya 
Janata Party team was headed by Shri Kedar Nath Sahani, a senior leader, of the 
party. The Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, the frontline organization of the Kashmiri 
Hindus living in Delhi, also sent a team of its members to Kashmir to report on the 
anti-Hindu riots and the damage done to the Hindus shrines and temples. 

The Kashmiri Samiti team constituted of a Committee which was headed 
by Shri J.L.Bhat, President of the Samiti and four other members, Sh. M.L. Kaul, 
Capt. M.K. Kachru, Sh. Deepak Bhan and Sh. J.N. Tikoo. The Committee went 
from village to village, collecting information about the damage done to the 
Hindus in the riots. The five members fact-finding Committee of the Kashmiri 
Samiti arrived in Srinagar on March 15. The Committee visited the worst affected 
villages of Dhanav, Wanpoh, Lok Bhawan, Bijbehara, Pampore, besides Srinagar. 
They also met the representatives of all affected areas individually and severally.’ 

(Kashmir—Hindu Shrines by Chanman Lal Gadoo) 
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A Report by Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi 
‘Members of the fact finding committee observed during their visit that 

almost all Hindu temples in the Anantnag District have been severely damaged and 
desecrated, priceless architectural treasures and idols broken as a real reminiscent 
of the dark days of Sikandar, the Iconoclast. 

All evidence points to deep-rooted and sinister conspiracy to exterminate 
the Hindu minority of Kashmir. The marauders came for attack when most of the 
men folk were away at work. Whenever men came their way, they were subjected 
to severe beating, some of them having been injured seriously. Even tethered cows 
were beaten up mercilessly merely because these belonged to Hindus. 

Even though the violence has abated, an air of despondency and deep 
sense of insecurity and fear prevails amongst the Kashmiri Pandits, who are even 
now threatened with dire consequences. Posters issued in the name of 
fundamentalist and pro-Pakistan organizations like Muslim Militia and Al-Jehad 
continue to surface in Srinagar and elsewhere in the valley preaching hatred 
against the minority community. 

The minority community is badly shaken and has no faith in the 
administration which, it thinks, has in many cases acted in collusion with 
fundamentalists and anti-national forces. It is apparent that without the connivance 
of like-minded elements in the State administration, these forces could not have 
wrought the destruction they did. 

The brutalized atmosphere prevailing in Kashmir valley speaks of a definite 
design to squeeze out this tiny minority. Therefore, large scale exodus of the scared 
Pandits appears to be in the offing.’ 
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A Brief History of Kashmiri Hindu Associations outside Jammu & Kashmir 
‘Kashmiri Hindus migrated out of Kashmir Valley in significant numbers 

during the colonial period, with migrant communities engaging in considerable 
self-conscious reflection on the preservation of cultural identity, values, and 
traditions under conditions of political adversity and social change. As Henny 
Sender (1988) has shown, Kashmiri Hindu community associations flourished 
outside the Valley in the nineteenth and early twentieth century among community 
members living in the areas that were then known as the Northwestern Provinces 
and Oudh, the British province of Punjab, and some of the princely states of central 
India, Rajputana, and the Punjab. As urban elites who had worked in government 
service for generations, Kashmiri Hindus in these areas formed Kashmiri mohallas 
(enclaves) in the northern towns, such as Amritsar, Allahabad, Agra, Lahore, and 
Lucknow, which were the centers of the former imperial and princely courts. These 
towns “were the nerve centers of Kashmiri Pandit life, linking Kashmiris in these 
cities through kin, biradari, and marriage relationships with their caste-fellows 
scattered all over northern India” (Pant 1987: xv).’ 

‘New associations emphasizing preservation of the social values and cultural 
traditions of the dispersed community emerged among these urban elites after 
Indian Independence. One of the earliest of these new associations was the 
Kashmiri Pandit Association at Varanasi, founded prior to Independence, in 1946, 
by students and faculty affiliated with Banaras Hindu University (Dhar 1995). 
Another prominent association was the Kashmir Sabha Calcutta, which formally 
adopted its constitution in 1955 and pursued regular activities in the 1960s, 
including festival celebrations for Navreh, Shivaratri and Krishna Janam Ashtami, 
children’s functions, community outings, and publication of a monthly newsletter. 
These local associations were brought together under an umbrella organization 
called the All India Kashmir Samaj (AIKS), formed in Allahabad in 1979 under 
the leadership of Justice P. N. Bakshi, who had also founded the Uttar Pradesh 
Kashmiri Samaj’. (Dhar 1995) 

‘Community members, through the work of community associations, made 
self-conscious efforts to preserve their distinctive identity as Kashmiri Brahmanas 
while participating in the world of the Urdu-speaking elite in northern India. 

These AIKS biradari units in the 1980s fostered and preserved a sense of 
cultural identity by holding meetings, functions, picnics, and celebrations. They 
also addressed community concerns, including the dowry system, education and 
employment problems, preservation of cultural heritage, and propagation of the 
Kashmiri language. Delhi, known as the oldest and largest Kashmiri Hindu center 
outside Kashmir since the Mughal period, became a focal point of biradari activity 
after Indian Independence. A group of Kashmiri Hindus in Delhi founded the 
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Kashmiri Cooperative House Building Society in 1950, purchasing 26 acres of 
land in South Delhi, at Kalkaji, in order to develop an enclave for community 
members “with the definite objective of maintaining and perpetuating their culture 
and traditions” This area developed into Pamposh Enclave, with approximately 
150 plots, ranging from 200 to 700 square yards, for residential purposes (A. Raina 
1995:). The Kashmiri Samiti Delhi emerged in the 1950s, with many of its 
members located in Pamposh Enclave, and began circulating a community 
magazine, Koshur Samachar, in the 1970s. (A. Raina 1995: 552)’ 

Kashmiri Samiti Delhi honours eminent Kashmiri Pandits 

 

Sh.N.N.Kaul honours Sh. S.L. Shakdhar, C.L.Gadoo honours Sh.D.N.Munshi 

  

S/Sh. Subash Dhar, Sunil Shakdhar, Dr.Shakti Bhan, C.L.Gadoo, honours 

two eminent KP leaders Pandit Amar Nath Vaishnavi and Pandit H. N. Jattu 
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KASHMIRI SAMITI DELHI 
‘In the 1990s, the Kashmiri Samiti Delhi emerged as the most influential 

community organization in the country by managing the large numbers of migrants 
who migrated to the capital city and also by negotiating with elected leaders at the 
city, state, and national levels for relief. Beginning in late 1989, the Kashmiri 
Samiti Delhi opened the community hall of the Kashmir Bhawan to individuals 
and families who had nowhere to stay in the capital city, providing temporary 
shelter for hundreds of Kashmiri Hindus before the municipal government granted 
the migrants, community halls as migrant camps in neighborhoods throughout the 
city. Families lived in these camps temporarily, for months or years, before finding 
rental accommodation elsewhere in the city. Families chose to live in them as long 
as possible in order to save money, in some cases, and participate fully in the 
political life of the community, in others. The Kashmiri Samiti Delhi also 
coordinated relief efforts by appealing to the Delhi municipal government and the 
Central Government for the establishment of transit camps, the provision of cash 
stipends, and the distribution of rations to the migrants. It became recognized by 
the Union Government as the nodal agency for displaced Kashmiri Hindus.’ 
International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant 
Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
S/Sh. Nanjee Raina, Subash Dhar, Sunil Shakdhar, Dr. Shakti Bhan honours 
two eminent Kashmiri Pandits Dr. M.K.Teng and Padamshri J.N.Kaul 
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                                DEDICATION DAY 
         The rumblings of the storm which engulfed Kashmiri Pandits were heard long 

before it swept the valley. The assassination of Pandit Tika Lal Taploo, BJP State 

Vice President, a leading lawyer and a leading member of the community on 

September 14, 1989 sent shock waves to the entire Kashmiri Pandit community of 

Delhi. The lone organization KSD was revamped. I took over the reins of Samiti on 

27-11-1989. Kashmiri Samiti decided to hold a seminar of Kashmiri Pandits on 

December 25, 1989 to discuss situation back home. All the past presidents of Samiti 

and members of the executive in the past were invited also invitation was sent far and 

wide. During the seminar members deliberated on how to counter the separatist 

challenge. The successful function was initially presided over by Prof. R. K. Bhan, 

and later taken over by Pandit S.L. Shakhdar. In case of any eventuality, long term 

and short term plans were prepared. It was also decided to declare the day as the 

Dedication Day (Sankalp Divas) and September 14, as Martyrs day (Balidan Divas). 

The mistakes of history 
           On December 12, 1989 a request letter was sent to the Kashmiri Pandits 

requesting to attend an extraordinary meeting in Delhi. I was sent a copy also. The 

letter was noteworthy in its restraint and appeal. Little did we know what horror would 

await us on January 19, 1990 and thereafter- Rakesh Kaul  

Coming events cast their shadows before them. This letter is historical. Amit Gurtu        

                                  INVITATION LETTER 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1403532143171370&set=a.121917731332824&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzYMqICx8b9ZIEwGl2d_kDJtLV3SvYpt_ewP47DStMDI513SVk06VFBqs5_2DBHqjsGqU-V4vuJq6RtZ8DpnqBWs-Yw-Zf12DzqdQYnR0tYMW-pqhZpNPL_o776nt_UMc&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1403532143171370&set=a.121917731332824&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzYMqICx8b9ZIEwGl2d_kDJtLV3SvYpt_ewP47DStMDI513SVk06VFBqs5_2DBHqjsGqU-V4vuJq6RtZ8DpnqBWs-Yw-Zf12DzqdQYnR0tYMW-pqhZpNPL_o776nt_UMc&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1403532143171370&set=a.121917731332824&__cft__[0]=AZVzYMqICx8b9ZIEwGl2d_kDJtLV3SvYpt_ewP47DStMDI513SVk06VFBqs5_2DBHqjsGqU-V4vuJq6RtZ8DpnqBWs-Yw-Zf12DzqdQYnR0tYMW-pqhZpNPL_o776nt_UMc&__tn__=EH-R
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                                  KASHMIRI SAMITI DELHI 

(VANGUARD OF STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL IN NCR DELHI) 
At Jammu, Sahita Samiti, Geeta Bhawan, headed by Pandit Amar Nath 

Vaishnavi and Kashmir Pandit Sabha, Amphalla, headed by Dr. Kaushalia Wali, 
took charge of displaced persons from the valley. In Delhi, the main place of 
refuge, the Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, took up the work of relief and rehabilitation. A 
transit camp was set up at Kashmir Bhawan itself for the displaced persons who 
were later shifted to 14 other camps in Delhi. The Samiti organized seminars, 
demonstrations, public rallies and raised their voice against human rights 
violations, genocide and ethnic cleansing of Kashmiri Hindus. Unheard displaced 
Kashmiri Hindus, who became refugees in their own country, resorted to peaceful 
protests and demonstrations for the reprisal for their just demands! 

Kashmiri Samiti Delhi started Registration of refugees at Kashmir 
Bhawan itself, which was later taken over by Delhi Administration at a later date 
Registration of Kashmiri Migrants (1-1-1990 to30-6-1991) 
Total registered migrant families in Delhi—18507 families 
Drawing relief—3748 families  staying in camps---369 families 
Kashmiri  Migrant  Camps in Delhi;  Kailash Colony (GK I)—6 families, 
Krishna Market (Lajpat Nagar)—24families, South Extention ---20 families, 
Ali Ganj (Lodhi Road) --- 22families, Begum Pur (Malviya Nagar)---14 families, 
Hauz Rani (Malviya Nagar)---32 families,  Bapu Dham---40 families, 
New Moti Nagar---31 families, Baljit Nagar(West Patel Nagar)---40 families, 
Mangol Puri (N Block)-50 families, (M Block)-15 families, Sultan Puri-36families, 
Palika Dham-18 families, Nand Nagri(East Delhi)-21families. Total 369families. 

 

Smt. Nancy Kaul along with other activists, the vanguard of Mater Shakti 
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KASHMIRI SAMITI DELHI 
Annual Havan was conducted on Hura Ashtami 1990, for peace and prosperity of Indian 

Nation & welfare of suffering people. A large number of community members along with BJP 

leaders and members of Amar Colony Market Association participated and took Prasad after 

Havan. To name a few S/Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani, Madan Lal Khurana, Shatargun Sinha, Ram Lal 

and others participated. A great sense of togetherness prevailed during Havan and thereafter. 
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KASHMIRI SAMITI DELHI 
Apart from two BJP stalwarts Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani and Sh. Madan Lal 

Khurana, two sympathetic top officials of NCT Delhi Government Ms. Rita 
Kumar, Director and Sh.G.S. Negi Development Commissioner of Delhi helped us 
most. They visited Kashmir Bhawan Camp off and on. They were instrumental in 
building wash-room cum toilet block at Kashmir Bhawan for the inmates on an 
emergency basis. Not only that there were instructions with concerned officials to 
sort out day to day problems of displaced persons at spot. Even after allotment of 
camps for displaced brethren these official used to visit those camps and help the 
intimates. May God bless them! 

At a later date, I met Sh. Negi, at a function organized at Sikkim House in 
New Delhi, by Sh. K.N.Sahani, Governor, Sikkim, who introduced the chief 
secretary, of Sikkim Sh. Negi to me. We met warmly. I reminded Negi ji of his 
good work while Dev. Commissioner of NCT Delhi for displaced Kashmiri 
Pandits in distress. Perhaps, it is because of their prayers has brought you this rank 
so soon, which he gracefully acknowledged. 
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MEETING WITH US CONGRESSMAN STEPHEN J. SOLARZ 
A long, purposeful and fruitful meeting was held with US Congressman 

Stephen j. Solarz, Chairman, House of Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs 
on 31st.May 1990 at New Delhi. The delegation comprised of Dr. M.K.Teng, 
Dr. K. Warikoo, Dr. Utpal Kaul, and Sh. Vijay Tikoo and led by C.L.Gadoo. 
Kashmiri Pandits in USA like Sh. K.L.Koul, Sh.H.L.Fotedar, Dr. Vijay Sazawal 
and others had also met Mr. Solarz earlier. Congressman Stephen Solarz of New 
York was at one time (in 1990) the ONLY pro India Congressman in the U.S. 
Congress. He was at a loss to comprehend why India has treated Kashmiri Hindus 
so poorly. Times of India, 15 November 1991, reports; ‘How in the US, the 
Pakistan lobbyists had Commissioned a professional firm for a million-dollar 
campaign on human rights violations in Kashmir and the right of self- 
determination for Kashmir, had been vindicated by Kanaiya Lal Kaul' s, executive 
secretary of the Indo-American Kashmir Forum and President of the Kashmir 
oversees Association, and Hiralal Fotedar's, President of the Indo-American 
Kashmir Forum, statements during their official visit to Kashmir during 
November, 1991 to assess the conditions of the Kashmir refugees and to document 
facts to be presented to the world community. They also said, "the Pakistan-based 
organisations in the US and Britain were trying to project alleged human rights 
violations by India in Kashmir deliberately ignoring other human rights abuses by 
the terrorist organisations. And not surprisingly, Congressmen like Burton gave in 
to their false and motivated propaganda and indulges in India-bashing t ime and 
again…’ Congressman Solarz was spearheading a campaign against these 
Burton-cohorts, and supporting and understanding the· human rights problems in 
India particularly of Kashmiri Hindus. 

At a later date during my personal visit to US, Dr. Vijay Sazawal was 
gracious enough to invite me for a discussion with US Congressmen at his 
residence. I had a night long meeting with Congressman Sherrod Brown and 
others. I informed them about the developments in Kashmir and the plight of 
Kashmiri Hindus. The Human Rights Violations of minorities of Kashmir, Ethnic 
cleansing and Genocide of Kashmiri Hindus, the original inhabitants, was 
discussed in detail. The destruction of the social base of the Hindus by desecration 
and destruction of their places of worship, looting, burning their properties and 
business houses, flushing out Hindus who refuse to submit to the terrorist dictates, 
by force, fear of death, fear of conversion and criminal assault on their women was 
taken very seriously. They were sad to know about our untold miseries. The US 
Congressmen assured to persuade the US Government and the Indian Government 
to adopt a more sympathetic policy towards exiled community. 
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       Displaced Kashmiri Pandits protest Government’s apathy  
Kashmiri Pandits are the victims of the government's apathy, since Delhi 

Administration has expressed its inability to continue monthly financial assistance due 

to paucity of funds to relief holders. The Government does not understand that 

displaced Kashmiri Pandits are the victims of the circumstances; they are the victims of 

militancy and were displaced from their homeland for no fault of theirs. Kashmiri 

Samiti is preparing for a long drawn protest program to face the Government apathy.              

                HINDUSTAN TIMES June 29, 1990 REPORT 
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                    KASHMIRI PANDIT’S DILEMMA 
               In political manifestos, speeches, and slogans, Hindu nationalist parties 

highlighted the plight of the Kashmiri Hindu migrant community, arguing that secular 

political leaders had implemented policies to appease Kashmiri Muslims for decades in 

order to demonstrate their commitment to the principles of secular nationalism, but had 

failed to provide adequate protection to the minority Kashmiri Hindu community 

simply because they shared the religious affiliation of the Indian majority. In this way, 

Hindu nationalist rhetoric presented the anxieties of the Kashmiri Hindu migrant 

community as a mirror of the anxieties of the Indian middle classes, who felt 

themselves vulnerable to increasing mobilization among minority and impoverished 

classes. This position also enabled Hindu nationalist political parties to strengthen their 

claim as the defenders of national boundaries and national interests in India.   

(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor of 

Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)    

        

  KSD attends two day seminar organized by ASKPC at JAMMU   
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                                               KASHMIRI PANDITS 
           ‘Kashmiri Hindus are a numerically small yet historically privileged cultural 

and religious community in the Muslim-majority region of Kashmir Valley in Jammu 

and Kashmir State in India. They all belong to the same caste of Sarasvat Brahmanas 

known as Pandits. In 1989–90, the majority of Kashmiri Hindus living in Kashmir 

Valley fled their homes at the onset of conflict in the region, resettling in towns and 

cities throughout India while awaiting an opportunity to return to their homeland. After 

their migration, the community became caught up in highly politicized national debates 

about secularism, governance, and the state’s responsibility to its citizens in India….. 

The emergence of the Kashmiri Hindu migrant community as a powerful political actor 

in the 1990s was framed by the rise of Hindu nationalism, as the Bharatiya Janata Party 

and its affiliate members of the Sangh Parivar increasingly articulated a conservative, 

populist form of political mobilization associated with the “saffron wave” of Hindu 

nationalism.’ (International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, 

Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens) 

                INDIAN EXPRESS AUGUST 22, 1990  REPORTS 

 



27  

      Memorandum submitted to President of India by Kashmiri Samiti.  

Another Massive Rally by Kashmiri Pandits from Jantar Mantar to Boat     

Club and Protest Demonstration attended by number of Political Leaders  
              On August 21, 1990, a massive rally was organized by Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi 

to protest about negligence of Central and State Governments towards apathy of 

displaced persons from the valley. Hundreds of children, women and men participated. 

A march was taken out from Jantar Mantar to Boat Club in Delhi, by shouting 

demonstrators with play cards and banners highlighting hardships faced by displaced 

persons. At Boat Club leaders from different political parties addressed the 

demonstrators and showed their sympathy and assured their help. Sh. L.K.Advani, Sh. 

K.N.Sahani, Sh.M.L.Khurana(BJP), Sh. Saifuddin Chaudhury CPI(M) MP, Brig. 

R.N.Madan, President AIKS, Sh. A.N.Vaishnavi, President ASKPC,(Jammu) and 

C.L.Gadoo, President KSD. Later, 8 pages comprehensive memorandum was 

submitted to Hon. Sh. R.Veankataraman, President of India, main points reads; ‘The 

main objective of the terrorists is to create an Islamic State out of Kashmir and secede 

from India. Many houses of the minority community have been looted and burnt down 

or damaged. Temples, Shrines, places of pilgrimage, Ashrams, cremation grounds etc., 

desecrated and seized by the terrorists. Another aspect is that Islamic schools, should 

have been banned, but those are being run in whole of Kashmir that breed whole new 

generation of rabid communalists full of hatred for the kafir.  

        The demands include proper accommodation, regular supply of rations, regular 

monthly payments of pensions and salaries should be made to the uprooted persons at 

their current stations and arrears should be released. Admissions to the students must 

be thrown open at their current places of living. Each displaced family must be helped 

to tide over their calamity by means of monthly aid in cash to be raised from present 

Rs. 500 to Rs. 2500. Well established businesses have been completely uprooted. They 

must be aided and compensated.’ 
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A MASSIVE PROTEST RALLY AT BOAT CLUB ON 21 AUGUST 1990 

   

 

 
 Sh. L.K.Advani, Sh.M.L.Khurana and C.L.Gadoo addressing at Boat Club          



29  

     DAINIK JAGRAN August 22,1990 
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  NATIONAL HERALD August 22, 1990 REPORTS  
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        THE STATESMAN August 22, 1990 REPORTS   
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             HINDUSTAN TIMES August 22, 1990 REPORTS 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON KASHMIR CRISIS 
(Koshur Samachar November 1990) 

Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, organized a two day conference on ‘Kashmir Crisis’ 
in New Delhi on Oct 21-22, 1990.Nearly four hundred Kashmiri Pandits belonging 
to various walks of life participated. Sh. S.L.Shakdhar former Chief Election 
Commissioner presided over the conference. Giani Zail Singh, ex-President of 
India inaugurated the conference. Sh. Girilal Jain, a reputed journalist, was the 
Chief Guest. Among other speakers were S/Sh Balraj Madhok, Ram Chander 
Vikal, Bhim Singh and Kedar Nath Sahani. Sh.Dilip Kaul,Vice President, 
welcomed the guests and ampathically said; “It is imposible to think of Kashmir 
without Kashmiri Pandits and it is equally unimaginable that India will be divided 
again.” Sh. R.L.Shali, General Sectary of the Samiti, propose vote of thanks. 

TIMES OF INDIA Oct.21 1990 
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KASHMIR IS A MUSLIM PROBLEM 
Just as the Jammu and Kashmir State cannot be identified with the Valley 

of Kashmir, the people of the State cannot be identified with the people of the 
Kashmir Valley, who are predominantly Muslim. The dispute over Jammu and 
Kashmir is a Muslim problem. But it is more a problem of the Hindus, the Sikhs 
and the Buddhists, who are living in the State and who form more than forty 
percent of the population of the State on the Indian side of the Line of 
Control. The reduction of the dispute over Jammu and Kashmir to a dispute over 
the Valley of Kashmir, which is predominantly Muslim, is deceptively simple and 
viciously aimed to project the Muslim content of the dispute over Jammu and 
Kashmir. The dispute over Jammu and Kashmir has a Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist 
content as well, which is more significant than its Muslim content. The Hindus and 
the Sikhs constitute a dominant majority of the population of Jammu province, 
while the Buddhists form a majority of the population of Ladakh. The Muslims 
form a majority of the population of only the province of Kashmir. 

(Bitter Truth By Dr. M.K.Teng and C.L.Gadoo) 
HINDUSTAN TIMES December 8, 1990, INDIAN EXPRESS REPORTS 
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                              SURVIVAL IS NOW OUR POLITICS 
‘The Kashmiri Samiti Delhi pursued all activities through the language of 

cultural identity, values, and traditions, thereby carefully maintaining it s concern 
with social and cultural matters as opposed to political ones. However, the 
distinctions between social and cultural concerns, on the one hand, and political 
concerns, on the other, were not so sharp. Chaman Lal Gadoo, President of the 
Kashmiri Samiti Delhi at the time of the migration (and also at the time of m y 
fieldwork), reflects on these issues in a published interview entitled, 

“Survival is Our Politics”: 
Q: What change do you see in Samiti activities in last ten years. 
A: Role of Kashmir Samiti was basically social and cultural. But the year 1989 
onwards was a disaster for the entire community. Our existence is threatened and 
we had to change our priorities.… 

Q: Some people say that Kashmiri Samiti has now been made political Akhara 
[literally “martial order”]. 
A: I do not agree with such statements. I feel community leaders have a 
responsibility. If I see my people dying for want of basic necessity, education etc, I 
cannot remain a silent spectator. I will fight for every needy Kashmiri Pandit. 

Survival of my community members is now our politics (1999).’ 

(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant 
Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens) 

                  KASHMIRI PANDIT REFUGEE CAMP 
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           KOSHUR SAMACHAR 

‘The Kashmiri Samiti Delhi discursively constructs the Kashmiri Hindu 
community in particular ways through its articles, editorials, white papers, appeals, 
and reports. This discourse is circulated among community members through 
Koshur Samachar, a monthly magazine published by the Kashmiri Samiti Delhi 
and circulated among approximately two thousand subscribers at the t ime of my 
fieldwork. Koshur Samachar changed dramatically in tone, format, and appearance 
after the migration of 1990 in response to increasing attention to the plight of the 
Kashmiri Pandit migrant community. Every issue contained a preliminary editorial 
statement addressing a current matter of significant concern to the community, 
followed by a series of articles discussing various aspects of the cultural heritage 
and political battles of the Kashmiri Pandits. Other regular features included a 
summary of news “from the president’s desk,” a brief cultural/religious 
commentary on the current calendar month, a series of poems by young and old, a 
selection of letters to the editor, and a roundup of the Biradari news from cit ies 
throughout India. There were also sporadic reports on the activities of the Kashmiri 
Samiti Delhi, summaries of community conferences and symposia, copies of 
relevant articles published in daily newspapers, printings of first-person reflections 
and reveries on life in the Valley, short stories and folk tales, and reprints of 
important memoranda and appeals.’ (Ms. Haley Duschinski) 
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR CONTINUED 
Koshur Samachar, official organ of Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi, was built brick 

by brick by old veterans of the Samiti. During nineties Koshur Samachar , a t ri - 
lingual (English, Hindi and Kashmiri) monthly magazine, took a dramatic turn and 
became one of leading mouthpiece of the community with wide range of 
readership. The untiring efforts of editorial board backed by the act ive support of 
the executive council members of the Samiti made it possible and the legacy st ill 
continues. S/ Shri A. N. Kaul, A.K. Kaul, Gopi Nath Raina, Shashi Shekhar 
Toshkhani, T.N.Dhar (Kundan) D. P. Bhan, M.L. Bhat, and J.N.Dhar looked after 
English section from time to time. Prof. C.L.Sapru, whom I requested to take up 
Hindi section, the day he retired from his teaching job, he was gracious enough to 
accept the responsibility. Kashmiri section of Samachar was edited by Sh. S.N. 
Bhat (Haleem). Printer & Publisher of the Samachar was Pandit P.N. Bhat. During 
nineties Sh. Shanti Bhan, Business Manager and Sh. A.K.Fotedar, Circulation 
Manager, Koshur Samachar, did notable service in bringing up the magazine and 
making itself supporting. Present team S/Sh. Jagannath Dhar, Avtar Nehru, Editor 
English, M.K.Bhat (Nirdhan), Editor Hindi, and Maharaj Shah, Editor Kashmiri. 
Printer & Publisher Pandit N.N.Zijoo is another dedicated bunch. 

Apart from regular Samachar issues, we came up with Special Issues of 
Koshur Samachar, like Saint and Sages and many more from time to time. 
Wondahama special issue of Samachar was my hard work. 
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                                                   CHAPTER II  

                            UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS  

                                KASHMIR AND KASHMIRI PANDITS  
        ‘Kashmir was the home of the people described by the Rig Veda as the Aryas, the 

people who inhabited the whole of the Vedic, geographical expanse across India. It is 

established now by latest scientific investigations that there was no demographic 

disruption during Harappan age. The Harappans were by no means the people of the 

West-Asian stock who were pushed down south by the Aryans invasion to constitute 

the Dravidian south of India. The noted American Anthropologist K.A.R.Kennedy 

notes;“In short there is no evidence of disruption in the north-western sector of the sub-

continent during and immediately after the decline of the Harappan culture.” The  

Nagas, the Pisachas and Daityas, who are believed to have lived in Kashmir before the 

arrival of the Kashyapas, were also a part of the people, described by the Rig Veda as 

the Aryans, perhaps, distinguished by regional or cultural variants. The Kashmiri 

language is a derivative of an earlier form of Sanskrit, perhaps, of the same Vedic 

origin as other Indian languages are, has been proved beyond doubt by the research of 

Triloki Nath Ganjoo, a Sanskrit scholar of Kashmir. 

             The Nilmat era of the history of Kashmir, began with the chalcolithic 

revolution in Kashmir brought about by the induction of metal tools from its Harappan 

surroundings. Hardly any studies in   Kashmir have been undertaken in the changes in 

the material culture and the society of Kashmir after its entry into the chalcolithic or 

the metal age. Nor have any studies been undertaken in the direction, the growth of the 

religious culture assumed in Kashmir, or identify the impact of the great developments 

in the intellectual culture of the Vedic India, which are reflected in the Puranas. By the 

time of Mahabharata war, Kashmir had reached high level of social integration and 

perhaps formed one of the Jan Pads in the north of India. The Nilmat Purana provides 

evidence of Kashmir having reached an advanced level of cultural development due to 

the absorption of influences of the cultural evolution of the Vedic civilization and its 

entry into Puranic era. In fact, the Nilmat Purana is a Vaishnavite text. The 

Mahatmayas, of which a large number were written in Kashmir, provide a wide range 

of the fact and data about the evolution of the Sanskrit religious culture of Kashmir, its 

basic Vedic foundations, and its philosophic, mythological and the ritual content which 

assumed from the Upanishads, the Brahmanas, the Puranas and the Dharma Shastras. 

At the level of abstract theorization, the religious culture of the Hindus of Kashmir is a 

part of the human quest to overcome the inability of man to know causal factor, or 

factors of the imperfection of his being, impermanence of his life, his inability to 

reconcile with his surroundings and his urge to attain freedom to merge with the 

absolute, perfect and permanent—in his life or after life. The Sanskrit religious culture 

recognizes the essential unity between the universal and the existential, rationally or 

otherwise.             
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          The disruption of the evolution of the Hindu civilisation with the rise of the 

Muslims to power in India has largely been left out of scrutiny of the British historians 

and their European contemporaries as well as the Indian historians, who followed 

them, for their own reasons. The historians of the British colonial era, after they 

realized the revolutionary import of the Indian renaissance turned the bend to placate 

the Muslims whose domains in India they had usurped and whose express anger 

against the Indian renaissance and hostility against its revolutionary import, they 

needed to rely on, to perpetuate their colonial hold on the sub-continent. The Indian 

historians followed the British, while they rule, India and after the British left India, 

followed the political class, which inherited power from British and continued to 

adhere to the policies of their colonial masters to hold on to their power and position. 

Neither, during the British rule nor after it ended the story of the disruption in the 

evolution of the Hindu civilisation, brought about, by the Muslim conquest of India, 

has been ever assessed and recorded. No investigation and inquiry has been made of 

the devastating impact the Muslim rule had on the Sanskrit religious culture: the very 

spirit of the unity of India, the degeneration and the disintegration the Hindu social 

organization suffered and the breakdown of the civilisational boundaries of India, the 

Muslim rule brought about.      (Kashmir Hindu Religious Culture, C.L.Gadoo)                                     
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                           DISINFORMATION CAMPAIGN 
            ‘The mass massacre of Hindus and the Sikhs in the territories of the State 

occupied by Pakistan in 1947, the uncertainly which followed the exclusion of the 

State from the Indian constitutional organisation, the dismissal of the first Interim 

Government, the virulent secessionist struggle led by the Plebisicite Front that 

followed, and the induction of thousands of armed infiltrators into Kashmir to 1ead a 

Muslim rebellion against India, were events which went unheeded. The real import of 

these events was deliberately ignored. Even after widespread militant violence struck 

Kashmir in 1989, and thousands of innocent people were killed in cold blood along 

with hundreds of Indian security personnel and the whole community of the Hindus in 

Kashmir was driven out of the valley, the disinformation campaign to cloud the real 

dangers the terrorist violence posed to the nation continued to dominate the flow of 

information about Kashmir. Indeed, efforts still continue to be made to sidetrack the 

basic problems of terrorism, secessionism and the role of militarised Muslim 

fundamentalist forces in the whole bloody drama enacted in the State and divert the 

attention of the Indian people to trival concerns, which have no bearing on the 

developments there. The disinformation campaign, has been aimed to confuse the 

Indian public opinion about dangerous import of the militarisation of Muslim 

separatism in Kashmir and its implications for the unity of the whole country.’  

(WHITE PAPER ON KASHMIR, Drafted by Dr. M.K.Teng & C.L.Gadoo)                              

                                
                  JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE OF KP LEADERS                                  
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    KASHMIRI HINDUS MAIN OBSTRUCTION IN ISLAMIZATION 
         ‘Kashmiri Hindus are represented as a small and innocuous community whose 

very presence in Kashmir Valley obstructs the movement of fundamentalist Islam. This 

representation suggests that the militants have directed their violence against the 

Kashmiri Hindus because the Kashmiri Hindus represent the secular values of the 

Indian nation. “Pakistani rulers realize that as long as Kashmiri Hindus even though 

miniscule in size stay in Kashmir, their dream of Islamization of Kashmir will remain 

unrealized,” one article states. “A Kashmir without Hindus, whatever their numbers, 

would be a Theocracy ripe for the Fundamentalists to establish their command post for 

further forays into the very heart of India” (O. Trisal 1991). The conflict in Kashmir 

thus emerges as the inevitable culmination of the clash between Hindus and Muslims, 

India and Pakistan, and secularism and fundamentalism in South Asia, with Kashmiri 

Hindus as its victims.’  (International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley 

Duschinski, Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens) 
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                                    Koshur    Samachar , Feb. 1991 Reports     

 

  

      
Protest Meeting Being Held at Kashmir Bhavan on Holocaust Day                                                                                                
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INTERACTION WITH MEDIA, JURISTS, HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVITS                

               AND EMINENT PERSONALITIES ON KASHMIR      
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 KOSHUR SAMACHAR March 1991, REPORTS        

 
 

 
       

 



49  
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        KOSHUR SAMACHAR Sept. 1991, REPORTS 
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR (OCTOBER 1991) REPORTS:                                   

 A Delegation of Kashmiri Pandits apprising PM Sh. P.V.Narasimha Rao about 

the hardships and miseries faced by displaced Kashmiri Pandits.   

 
PM Sh.Narasimha Rao, Sh. D.N.Munshi, Col.R.K.Kachru, C.L.Gadoo, Sh.H.L.Jad  

Sh.M.L.Pandit and Sh. M. L.Kaul. 

           A delegation of Kashmiri Pandits met Prime Minister Sh. Narasimha Rao and 

apprised him about miseries faced by displaced Kashmiri Pandit community. A joint 

17 point memorandum was submitted by All India Kashmiri Samaj on behalf of 

Kashmiri minority community.  The memorandum highlighted the sub-human 

conditions in which the Kashmiri minority community survived for the last 20 months. 

During this period children, men and women suffered and lost more than 1000 people, 

to brutality of the fundamentalists-terrorists. Apart from this Kashmiri Pandits have 

lost their hearths and homes, lands and orchards, live-stock and flourishing factories 

and business. The little girls and boys are losing their inherent urge of ambling to 

school and enjoying the smell of their books and ink. They roam the wretched open 

camps full of dust and filth and stench.  

                Among the demands submitted to PM, stress was laid on roofed 

accommodation with necessary basic amenities of health and hygiene for all those who 

have been living in utter sub-human conditions in tents in Jammu and at other places. 

The displaced State and Central Government employees should be posted to active 

positions within the safe and peaceful areas of the J&K State only. Also, accumulated 

leave must be en-cashed and not adjusted against enforced absence.  Another problem 

is of pensioners, their settlement and payment of dues, transfer of accounts etc., should 

be done in a time bound programmed, along with other related problems. 
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                      KASHMIRI PANDITS RAISED HOMELAND DEMAND 
          “Today, the Hindus of Kashmir are a displaced people, torn from their social and 

cultural moorings, scattered in a state of diaspora, which threatens them with the loss 

of their identity. Nearly half the people of the community are living at subsistence level 

in refugee camps in various parts of the country. 

          Ever since the commencement of their exile, the Hindus of Kashmir have been 

waiting to return to the land of their birth, reiterating their resolve from time to time to 

go back to their homes and hearths. The Hindus were driven out of their homes by a 

religious war which brought them death and attacked their faith. The political class of 

India is yet to accept that the delegitimisation of the religious war is a precedent 

condition for the reversal of their genocide. 

          The Hindus have as sacrosanct a territorial right in Kashmir as their Muslim 

compatriots. The claim made by Pakistan to Jammu and Kashmir State on the basis of 

the Muslim-majority composition and the claim made by Muslim separatist flanks 

inside the State for a separate freedom, do not in any respect prejudice the territorial 

right that Hindus claim in Kashmir.” (Dr. M.K. Teng. Nov. 2011) 

          “A call for the homeland is a reinforcement to the Indian claim to Kashmir 

which has been the crown of India ever since the Vedic times and the cradle of 

civilization of which the Kashmiri Pandits are true heirs, defenders and inheritors. A 

call for a homeland is a cry for survival among the loyal Indian citizens from Kashmir. 

The Pandits have become a refugee in their own country where they got a shabby 

treatment worse than what India has given to the refugees from Tibet, Burma, 

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Afghanistan.” (Koul A J, 2005: 52).  

 

Homeland Resolution 
Panun Kashmir in its December 1991 convention Margdarshan, staged in Jammu, 

introduced the Historic Homeland Resolution. The resolution demanded: 

The establishment of a Homeland for the Kashmiri Pandits in the Kashmir Valley, 

comprising the regions of the Valley to the East and North of river Jehlum; 

That the Constitution of India be made applicable in letter and spirit in this Homeland, 

in order to ensure right to life, liberty, freedom of expression and faith, equality and 

rule of law; 

That the Homeland be placed under the Central administration with a Union territory 

Status, so that it evolves its own economic and political infrastructure; 

That all the seven hundred thousand Kashmiri Pandits, which includes those who have 

been driven out of Kashmir in the past and yearn to return to their homeland and those 

who were forced to leave on account of the terrorist violence in Kashmir, be settled in 

the homeland on equitable basis with dignity and honor. 

 

       

 

http://www.panunkashmir.org/margdarshan.html
http://www.panunkashmir.org/homeland/index.html
http://www.panunkashmir.org/homeland/index.html
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                                   PANUN KASHMIR REPORTS     
                 Right from 1947, the Islamic forces in the Valley have been mustering 

support from within and outside this country for creation of NIZAM-E-MUSTAFA in 

the Valley of Kashmir. The Kashmiri Pandit who was the only remanant of Indianness 

in the Valley, therefore, was the only resistance in the way of Islamic Jehad. That is 

why his being hounded out from the land of his ancestors became imperative in the 

design of the secessionists. 

              To see the problem in its entirety one needs to look into the figures of the 

Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir which tell a tale of their own.The total area of the state 

including the area under POK, area under the illegal occupation of China in Ladakh 

and area illegally handed over to China by Pakistan, is 2,22,236 Sq. Kms. The area 

under the illegal occupation of Pakistan & China adds up to 1,20,849 Sq. Kms. The net 

area left over works at 1,01,387 Sq. Kms. Population wise Kashmir division is left with 

a slight edge over the other two divisions of Jammu & Ladakh In fact, the population 

of Kashmir division works at 31,34,904 while the population of Jammu division is 

27,18,113 & that of Leh & Kargil put together is 1,34,721. The population of Kashmir 

division comes to 52.35% of the total population of the state. The percentage of Jammu 

division & that of Ladakh division work at 45.39 and 2.24 respectively. It is a 

misnomer to say that Kashmiri Pandit has been hounded out from his native land today 

only; in fact, ever since Independence and even centuries before that he has been 

suffering persecution at the hands of the majority community and their fundamentalist 

leadership. 
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR JANUARY 1992, REPORTS                                              
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                                            CHAPTER III 

                     UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS 

                                               

KASHMIRI PANDITS BECAME REFUGEES IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY!                 
The Kashmir Valley is in grip of terrorist trauma engineered by Pakistan. In fact, it is a 

low cost proxy war declared by Pakistan against India to grab Kashmir. The grimmest 

fallout of this atrocious Pakistan operation is the total exodus of the Hindu minority 

from Kashmir Valley. It has threatened the unity of India and the very survival of 

Kashmiri Hindu minority. They have been uprooted from Kashmir Valley. The future 

is bleak and their existence is in danger. The following census figures speak volumes:                   

         

 

 

 

 

             

            

    

 

 

 Along with the selective  killings of the prominent Kashmiri Pandits, the terrorists 

resorted to their intimidation, loot of their property and the rape of their women. These 

terrorists pasted names of the Kashmiri Pandits, listed on their hit lists, on lamp-posts 

in Hindu localities, to terrorize the community. Notices, fixing the dates for the Hindus 

to quit the Valley, were issued through local papers.                 

            Anti-Hindu and pro-secession and Islamic fundamentalist slogans were blared, 

for nights together, over loud-speakers from mosques, throughout the valley. Lakhs of 

Muslims demanding secession, chanting slogans of “Nizami Mustafa” and led by 

armed terrorists, paraded in the streets of Srinagar and elsewhere. Hell was let loose on 

the minority community. 

            Kashmiri Pandits left the valley, leaving behind their valuable immovable as 

well as movable properties, worth several thousand crores. They were compelled to 

give up their jobs, business, and other income yielding assets. 

           The traumatic experiences of Kashmiri Pandits were so acute that they found 

themselves left along to their fate, face to face with death and dishonour. The total 

breakdown of the law and order machinery spread a sense of insecurity, which was so 

severe that the most of the Pandits, more than 400,000, fled the valley and migrated to 

Jammu and Delhi in the dark hours of the night without any belongings. There by the 

ethnic cleansing of the Pandits was completed. This concluded the process of 

liquidation of Kashmiri Pandit community from Kashmir.       

Year  Muslims  Hindus  Others 

1941  83%  15%  2% 

1981  92%  5%  3% 

1991  97%  0.1 %  2.9% 
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            KASHMIRI HINDUS AT THE CROSSROADS OF HISTORY 

                  The plight of the community becomes an issue of national concern. If 

Kashmiri Hindus represent the values of the Indian nation, then the state bears a 

responsibility to protect their lives and properties in the Valley, to provide support for 

them in exile, and to facilitate their return home. The state’s failure to fulfill this 

responsibility constitutes an act of heartless neglect, deliberate indifference, and even 

“inexplicable and ignoble conspiracy.” This moral failure is a betrayal of the nation 

and its people…..   (International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, 

Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)                 

 INDIAN EXPRESS  JANUARY 1, 1992, REPORTS      
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Koshur  Samachar , Feb. 1992 Reports    
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          CONFERENCE OF KASHMIRI PANDIT ASSOCIATIONS 
         ‘In February 1992, Kashmiri Samiti Delhi hosted a two-day meeting of the 

Executive Committee of the AIKS, including representatives of its affiliated units, at 

the Kashmir Bhawan in order to evaluate the situation facing the community and 

develop a consensus on the future course of action. Chaman Lal Gadoo, President of 

Kashmiri Samiti Delhi, opened the meeting with an address entitled “KPs at the 

Crossroads of History”….. “There is an urgent need,” he said, “more than ever it was, 

for the community to evolve a plan of action for the future rehabilitation and return of 

our people to our motherland” . He continued by outlining the Kashmiri Hindu 

community’s right to their motherland:  I want to make one thing very clear. The 

Kashmiri Pandits will not renounce the right to their motherland. Kashmir belongs to 

us. Kashmir is our history, Kashmir is our home, Kashmir is our tradition. Our temples 

are in Kashmir and our entire past is associated with its soil. We will not allow to be 

dispossessed and our culture to be destroyed”. He also directed the AIKS Executive 

Committee to to consider the resolution demanding a homeland as proposed by Panun 

Kashmir at Jammu.’  (Gadoo 1992:8)  

 (International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor 

of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)     

 
Kashmiri Samiti held Conference of Kashmiri Pandit Associations at Delhi 
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DAUGHTERS OF VITASTA IS BORN!         
              World Conference of Kashmiri Pandits was held by Panun Kashmir in Siri 

Fort Auditorium on 28th Dec and 29th Dec 1992. The conference was held for two 

days to highlight socio economic state of KPs and develop a broader path for obtaining 

welfare & justice for Kashmiri Pandits. 

           In 1st session, awards ceremony was done in recognition of important 

personalities. The award was named on Community deity Mata Sharada whose Temple 

is in POK.  

         The 2nd session was highlighted by presentation of papers on the Homeland by 

KPs who had come from all corners of India and world. The session saw adoption of 

Homeland as Solution for settlement of KPs. 

             Next day a big step was taken by Panun Kashmir by recognizing the 

contribution of KP women in every aspect of KP life and culture. 

For the first time in the history of Kashmiri Pandits, women were given full respect & 

full space in the community and importance of their role was recognized. 

Daughters of Vitasta was introduced in the conference as a full-fledged Women’s wing 

of PK. Their role was to take further the Socio-Political work of the organization and to 

develop awareness on the rights of KPs.  

          The founder members were Smt Shakti Bhan, Smt Nancy Kaul, Smt Nirja 

Tickoo and Smt Phoola Tickoo and they were given full responsibility socially and 

politically. This was the big achievement and event for DOV & KP community.  

(Inputs with thanks from Smt. Nancy Kaul, Daughters of Vitasta)  

 
PARTICIPATION OF MATER SHAKTI IN STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL!           



66  

                                             CHAPTER IV  

                        UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS,                                     

                       DESTRUCTION OF TEMPLES IN KASHMIR  
          “Laltaditya, 761 A.D., founded the Karkota Empire of Kashmir. He extended his 

power into the upper Punjab in the south and west of India and western Tibet in the 

north. He built many magnificent temples in Kashmir, the most imposing of them 

being the temple of Martand. After him, king Avantivarman built two temples, Avanti-

Swamin dedicated to Vishnu, and Avanti-Swara dedicated to Shiva. His son Sankara 

Varman built two elegant temples at Pattan, both dedicated to Shiva. During the reign 

of the Muslim Sultan Sikandar, known as the iconoclast, most of the Hindu temples 

were destroyed. The temple of Martand was reduced to ruins. The task of destroying 

the remaining temples was accomplished by Sikander’s successors. The destruction of 

the Hindu temples in Kashmir continued unchecked during the Chak rule, which 

followed the Shahmiri Sultanate, the rule of the Mughals, who wrested Kashmir from 

the Chaks and the Durrain Pathans, who followed the Mughals.”  

           Corroborating the above account, Walter R Lawrence, a British Revenue official 

of the Government of India, who wrote extensively on the Kashmir, writes,  “After 

destroying most of their temples, Sikandar turned his attention to the people who 

worshipped there and he offered them three choices: death, conversion or exile. 

Tradition affirms that only eleven families of the Hindus were left alive in 

Kashmir.”The temple of Tarapida, built by the Hindu king Tarapida and was situated 

close to the present Nawhatta crossing in Srinagar. The temple was also demolished 

during the reign of Sikander. On its ruins was built the Jamia Masjid in 1407AD. After 

the destruction of the Tarapida temple and the construction of the Jamia Masjid over its 

ruins, the Sadbhava Sri temple situated to west of Masjid was converted into a Ziarat, 

which was later named Ziarat Pir Haji Mohamad. The Sadbhava temple was built by 

the Hindu king Praversena-II. After some time, Sultan Qutub-ud-Din was buried inside 

the Ziarat, turning it into a tomb. Before his death, Sikander converted the magnificent 

temple of Maharishi Mandir, situated near the eastern embankment of Zaina Kadal 

Bridge over the river Jhelum, into a tomb for his queen.  .                 .         

               Sultan Sikander carried his depredations to northern Kashmir as well, where 

Hindu temples and shrines were demolished and destroyed with greater zeal. The 

Narendera Shivara temple was built by Narendraprabha, the queen of Pratapditya-II. It 

was destroyed during the reign of Sikander. Sikander’s son, Zain-ul—Abdin, also 

known as Badshah, used the stone slabs and the rubble of the demolished temple in the 

construction of the bund from Naidkhai to Sopore. A magnificent temple stood in the 

centre of a small island in the middle of the Wullar lake. Zain-ul-Abdin ordered the 

demolition of the temple. The island was called Sona Lanka and the king converted it 

into an amusement garden called Zaina Dab’.           

                  (Kashmir—Hindu Shrines by Chanman Lal Gadoo)             



67  

                                      
                                  Ruins of Martand Sun Temple        

                                  

                                     Ruins of Temple at Awantipora                                                                                                       
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                  DESTRUCTION OF TEMPLES IN KASHMIR CONTINUD… 
        ‘The establishment of the supremacy of Islam in India is a part of the history of 

India. The commitment of the Muslims to fight idolatory found expression in the 

destruction of the Hindu temples, the centres of idol worship in India. “The Hindu 

temples are the abode of God. They are not prayer houses”. In the Hindu temples 

Param Parmeshwar is worshipped in the iconic forms, he assumed with the evolution 

of the Sanskrit civilization of India, as the manifestation of the unity of the universal 

existence and the embodiment of the creation. The rise of the Muslim power in India, 

set in motion, sociological conflict. The Muslim struggle to efface the religious culture 

of the Hindu India formed a part of that conflict. The Mughal conqueror Babar, 

informed of the destruction of Ayodhya, exclaimed in ecstacy, “For Islam’s sake, I 

wandered in the wilds, prepared for war with Pathans and Hindus, resolved myself to 

meet the martyr’s death. Thanks be to God, a Ghazi I became”..…. There was no 

difference in the religious policy of the Muslim rulers in India and the religious policy 

of the Muslim rulers in Kashmir, who established their hold over the ancient Hindu 

kingdom in the early fourteenth century AD. The Muslim rulers of Kashmir 

disapproved of all forms of idol worship, the same way the Muslim rulers in India did. 

The Hindu temples and shrines, being the centres of idol worship among the Hindus, 

evidently attracted the wrath of the Muslim rulers, who proclaimed themselves, the 

defenders of their faith. In many respects the severity of persecution of the Hindus in 

Kashmir, was greater than in the rest of India and the temples and Hindu shrines were 

exposed to wider destruction, than they were in the rest of the country.’  

                                        (Kashmir -Hindu Shrines by Chanman Lal Gadoo)                        

Kashmiri Pandits Demonstrating against Destruction of Temples in Kashmir         
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                                     HINDU TEMPLES                             
             ‘As a major militant assault on the Hindus was delivered in January 1990, the 

Hindu temples and shrines, religious places and Hindu religious institutions, came 

under heavy attack of the militants. Almost all over the Kashmir province, temples 

were who carried, subjected to bomb attacks and at many places, set on fire. In 

suburban villages and remote regions of the province, Hindus having fled away, there 

was no one left to report the damage done to the temples or complain about it. The 

State Government exhibited no interest in the protection and safety of the Hindu 

temples. The administrative organization, predominately Muslim, and infested with 

pro-Pakistan and separatist agents, made no efforts to collect any information about the 

demolition and damage done to the Hindu temples. At many places in Srinagar as well 

as the other townships of the Kashmir, Hindus who went to lodge complaints  about the 

desecration or demolition of temples, misappropriation of their  land, arson and 

incendiary attacks on their homes, were turned back from the police-stations and 

District and Tehsile offices, without being able to get their complaints registered.’            

            (Kashmir—Hindu Shrines by Chanman Lal Gadoo)  
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          KASHMIRI HINDUS AT THE CROSSROADS OF HISTORY 

                  The plight of the community becomes an issue of national concern. If 

Kashmiri Hindus represent the values of the Indian nation, then the state bears a 

responsibility to protect their lives and properties in the Valley, to provide support for 

them in exile, and to facilitate their return home. The state’s failure to fulfill this 

responsibility constitutes an act of heartless neglect, deliberate indifference.               

      INDIAN EXPRESS REPORTS March 14, 1993 
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DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT OF ‘INDIA TODAY’  
     The issue of the demolition and damage to the Hindu temples was raised in the 

Indian Parliament. On 12 March 1993, the Minister of State of Home in the 

Government of India stated in the Parliament that thirty eight Hindu temples had been 

demolished and damaged in Kashmir during the period from 1989, to 1991. He stated 

that during the year 1989, thirteen temples were demolished and damaged, during the 

year 1990, nine temples were demolished and damaged and during the 1991, sixteen 

temples were demolished and damaged.                                 

                               YEAR     TEMPLES DAMAGED AND DEMOLISHED 

                                 1989                                13 

                                 1990                                9   

                                 1991                            16 

                             

                                TOTAL                                38 

       On April 10, 1993, a demonstration was held in front of the office of ‘India Today’ 

at Cannaught Place, New Delhi, by Kashmiri Samiti. The demonstrators burnt the 

copies of ‘India Today’ and raised slogans condemning the wrong picture given about 

Hindu temples of Kashmir. Indian media has been distorting the facts about damaging 

and burning of Kashmir Hindu Shrines since first onslaught during the year 1986 in 

South Kashmir.  Kashmiri Hindus had been protesting all the time for the 

disinformation campaign by the Indian media.  

        Later during the day, Delhi police took custody all the demonstrators and kept 

them at nearest police station for the day. In the evening all the demonstrators were 

released. 

    
   Delhi police whisking away the demonstrators, S/ Sh. Rajinder Premi,     

           C.L.Gadoo and others seen in the picture 
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                  KASHMIRI HINDUS WANT HOMELAND  
              The Kashmiri Pandits are the original inhabitants of the valley of Kashmir 

ever since the birth of the valley. The orgin of the valley is said to be by divine 

intervention when Kashypa Rishi materialized it from a huge lake. It has a history of 

more than five thousand years of continuous habitation. Kalahanas Raj Tarangni, 

highlighted as the first historical record of ancient India, was written by a Kashmiri 

Pandit Kalhana. It offers a lucid account of the Hindu Kings and the rich cultural 

traditions in the valley (Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah, 1969: 92).  

             The ruins of the famous temples like „Martand‟, Parithaspura at Pattan, and 

Narannag at Kangan and the excavations at Burzhoma in the outskirts of the city of 

Srinagar speak of the architectural attainments as much as of the religious beliefs and 

practices of ancient Kashmir. Kashmir during those days was the centre of learning and 

the seat of a great University at Bijbehara near Anantnag to which scholars thronged 

from all parts of the world for knowledge and learning and for the study of Sanakrit, 

Literature, Philosophy etc. 

 (Wessis Anita and Zulfiqar Gilani, 2001: 69-70)  
 

 

  Smt. Nancy Koul, Daughters of Vitasta and Sh. Vijay Tickoo, Panun Kashmir       
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              KASHMIRI HINDUS WANT HOMELAND CONTINUED… 

 

         The forced exodus of the blameless Kashmiris and its unspeakable aftermath is 

not only a shameful blot on the Indian government and the people responsible for 

bringing about this situation. It portends the death of secularism and the tearing to 

shreds the country’s fabric of integration so tenuously held together against the rapidly 

increasing ferocity of the assaults on it from within and outside India.(“A Tangled 

Affair,” 1992). 
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Scrap Temporary Art. 370 for Peace and Prosperity of Jammu & Kashmir!   
TRUTH ABOUT ARTICLE 370 OF INDIAN CONSTITUTION (Abridged)                  

             The Indian federal polity grew out of two diametrically divergent processes 

which underlined the devolution of authority to the provinces, in what was known as 

the British India before the independence, and the integration of the Indian States, 

which had acceded to India in accordance with the Instruments of Accession. The 

Instruments of Accession envisaged the procedure by virtue of which the Indian States, 

after the British withdrawal from India and the lapse of Paramountcy, exercised the 

right to accede to the Dominion of India. The federal organization of India was, 

therefore, constituted of the erstwhile Indian provinces of the British India and the 

Indian States which were liberated from the British tutelage after the British colonial 

organization came to its end in 1947.              

             Maharaja Hari Singh, the ruler of the Jammu and Kashmir State, acceded to the 

Indian Dominion on the terms and conditions envisaged by the Instrument of 

Accession which was drawn by the States Ministry of the Indian Dominion. Hari Singh 

signed the standard Instrument of Accession, which the rulers of other acceding States 

has signed earlier and he bound himself to the same obligations, which the rulers of the 

other Indian States had accepted. There was no condition attached to the accession of 

the State to India, which provided for any separate set of constitutional relationships 

between Jammu and Kashmir and the Dominion of India. All the acceding States and 

Unions of the States, Jammu and Kashmir being no exception, were reserved the right 

to convene their own Constituent Assemblies to draw up the constitution for their 

respective governments. Indeed, Constituent Assemblies were instituted in Mysore 

State and the Surashtra States Union. 

             Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and the other National Conference leaders were 

in jail when India won freedom and were released from imprisonment months after the 

British had left. After their release the Conference leaders laid no conditions for the 

accession of the State to India which they supported, except that they demanded the 

transfer of State power to the people, a process to which the Indian Government was 

equally committed. The claims made by several State leaders as well as many national 

leaders that National Conference had endorsed the accession of the State to India on 

the condition that Jammu and Kashmir would be constituted into a separate and 

autonomous political identity on the basis of the Muslim majority character of its 

population, is a distortion of history. The Conference leaders did not lay claim to any 

immunity from the future Constitution of India nor any Indian leader gave any 

assurance to the ruler of the State or the Conference leaders, about any special 

constitutional position, Jammu and Kashmir would be accorded in the Indian federal 

organization.  

                In May 1949, the Premiers of the State's took a stupendous decision in a 

Conference at Delhi, in which the Negotiating Committee of the constituent Assembly 

participated and entrusted the Constituent Assembly of India, the task of drawing up 
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the Constitution for the States. The Jammu and Kashmir did not accept the decision 

arrived in the Premiers Conference and expressed its preference to convene a separate 

Constituent Assembly to draft a separate constitution for the State. Consequently, a 

separate meeting was held on 14 May 1949, in Delhi between the representatives of the 

State Government and the representatives of the Constituent Assembly in which 

Sheikh Mohd Abdullah, Nehru and Patel participated. In the meeting the Conference 

leaders blankly refused to accept the inclusion of the State in the constitutional 

organization of India. They told the Indian leaders, in veiled words, that they favoured 

a separate constitutional organization for the State in view of the Muslim majority 

character of its population which they feared would be subjected to the dominance of 

the Hindu majority in India.  

           Article 306-A was renumbered Article 370 at the revision stage. Jammu and 

Kashmir State was included in the First Schedule of the Constitution of India which 

described the territories of India. No other provision of the Constitution of India was 

extended to Jammu and Kashmir. An explicit limitation was placed on the application 

of the Constitution of India to the State, except in regard to the provisions of the 

Seventh Schedule corresponding to the subjects by the Instrument of Accession to the 

Indian Dominion. Accordingly, the power of the Union in respect of Jammu and 

Kashmir was limited to the subjects in the Instrument of Accession viz. foreign affairs, 

defense and communication. 

            Article 370 of the Constitution of India envisaged provisions which stipulated; 

(a) limitations on the application of the Constitution of India to the State, (b) the 

division of powers between the Union and the State, (c) extension of the provisions of 

constitution of India to the State, (d) modification and termination of the operation of 

Article 370, and (e) the institution of a separate Constituent Assembly for the State.  

            The only part of the Constitution of India which was extended to the State 

independent of Article 370 was the First Schedule of the Indian Constitution, which 

described the territorial jurisdiction of the Indian Union. Jammu and Kashmir was 

listed in the First Schedule and included in the territories of India. As a matter of fact, 

the State was included in the First Schedule, in consequence of the Instrument of 

Accession executed by the Ruler of the State which accomplished the irrevocable 

integration of the State in the Dominion of India. The territorial jurisdiction of the 

Indian State was created by the Independence Act of 1947, and Instruments of 

Accession executed by the rulers of the erstwhile Princely States. The Constitution of 

India described the territories of the Indian State, constituted by the transfer of power 

to the Indian Dominion on 15 August 1947 and the accession of the States that 

followed in due course. The inclusion of the State in the First-Schedule of the 

Constitution of India actually placed it alongside the other Princely States which had 

acceded to India.         

          The integration of Jammu and Kashmir into the State of India was, therefore, 

brought about by the accession of the State to India and not by Article 370.     
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               Article 370 was included in the transitional provisions of the Constitution of 

India and was therefore, presumed to be of transitory nature. Indeed provisions were 

incorporated in Article 370 by virtue of which the President of India was empowered to 

modify or terminate the operation of its provisions by a notification, provided 

recommendations to that effect were made by the Constituent Assembly of the State. 

The President was empowered to extend the application of the provisions of the 

Constitution of India to the State by an order issued by him in concurrence with the 

State government. Presumably the temporary provisions, envisaged by Article 370, 

were meant to remain in operation only so long as the Constituent Assembly of the 

State completed its task. Evidently, the founding fathers of the Indian Constitution 

could not have visualized a perpetual Constituent Assembly for the State.’                        

    (Truth about Art.370 byDr. Mohan Krishen Teng & Chaman Lal Gadoo)        
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JANSATTA REPORTS             
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HINDUSTAN TIMES AUGUST 14,1993 REPORTS
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            THE HINDU, August 4, 1993, REPORTS  
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               HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN KASHMIR 

                        SAMITI OBSERVE BLACK DAY 

                       (A Report by Koshur Samachar) 
             The Kashmiri Samiti observed black day to protest against the Pakistan 

sponsored militancy which was root cause of an exodus from Kashmir. A silent march 

was taken out from Feroz Shah Kotia grounds towards Gandhi Peace Foundation to 

participate in a symposium on the human rights violation in Kashmir. The marchers, 

who carried banners and as a protest had their mouths closed black cloth.    

            The Symposium ‘Human Rights Violations in Kashmir’ was held as part of 

protests on August14, 1993, Pakistan’s Independence Day. Among those who spoke on 

the occasion were Shri Kidar Nath Sahani, Shri Arun Shourie, Shri Arun Jaitley, Shri 

C.L.Gadoo, Shri Ashok Pandit, Shri H.N.Jattu,Shri A.N.Vaishnavi and Dr. Kaushalya 

Wali.   

              Eminent speakers at the symposium said militants were the worst violators of 

human rights in the Kashmir valley; they have killed hundreds and forced out over 

three lakh Kashmiri Pandits from their homes. They blasted the Government and the 

so-called human rights organizations for suppressing facts and blaming security forces 

for committing excesses in the state.                                   
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                               SUFFERINGS FOR SURVIVAL 
               It is a savage battle that the community is fighting for shelter, livelihood, 

education, health care, employment and above all for its survival. It is heading towards 

unmitigated disaster as the deprivation hurt and humiliation have worked havoc on the 

physical, psychological and mental well-being of the community and taken a huge toll 

of its members (Reddy L R, 2002: 219).  

               They are discriminated even vis-à-vis the handful of refugees from the valley, 

mostly political bigwigs of discredited parties who have been housed in spatial and 

furnished lodgings; who are neither to get registered as refugees nor to stand in queues 

for relief or rations in burning Sun, nor to run from pillar to post to prove their 

bonafides as displaced, nor to wait for release of the amenities. On the contrary cash 

relief and other facilities are given to them in advance for months together (Chopra 

Pran, 2002: 128)  

NATIONAL HERALD,Aug.15,1993            ASIAN AGE REPORTS 
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                            SUFFERINGS FOR SURVIVAL Cont 
             The community continues to perish while the nation looks on unconcerned. 

More lives have been lost due to starvation, malnutrition, disease and accidents than 

due to militant bullets. The community is facing dispersal and extinction. The 

displaced yearn to return to their homes and hearths, to till their own land, pursue their 

own professional calling and visit their Gods and temples; but all doors are closed to 

them (Schofield Victoria, 2000: 77).  

HINDUSTAN TIMES & DAINIK JAGHRAN  REPORTS 
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                                                 BALIDAN DIWAS 
             Pandits become the victims of militants and wicked Politicians. Their jobs 

have been usurped, houses burnt down or looted, lands mutilated and encroached upon 

or annexed and their temples desecrated. The community is at a loss to pick the loose 

ends of the tangle and to free itself from the web in which it finds itself enmeshed. It is 

hard pressed to preserve its religious and ethnic identity and maintain its glorious 

cultural traditions. It is at pains to uphold the principles of secularism, social justice, 

freedom of faith, democratic pluralism and nationalism, the very principles at the altar 

of which it was sacrificed in the valley and driven into exile (Tikko Ramesh, 2006: 

127).  

          The UN Secretary General in his June 1992 blue-print about the role envisaged 

for UN in the case of refugees made a proposal for an International Convention 

defining inalienable minority rights and also called for a declaration to be placed before 

the UN General Assembly. The year 1993 all over the world was celebrated as the year 

of „indigenous people all over the world under the auspices of the UN. Kashmiri 

Pandits are the indigenous people of Kashmir with the continuity of a distinct ethno-

religious tradition of more than five thousand years. (The Herald dated 12 January 

1993)  

          In 1993 Government of India passed an act for the protection of Human Right 

which provided for the constitution of National Human Rights Commissions, state 

Human Rights Commissions in states and human rights courts. Fundamental rights 

guaranteed by constitution have not been given protection of rights of P and it 

community (Ragavan S R, 2007: 129). 

  
(L to R) Dr. Romesh Raina, Sh.N.N.Zijoo, Sh.H.N.Jatu, Sh. Sunil Shakdar,         

Sh. O.P.Kholi & Sh. C.L.Gadoo 
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                         VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
              The political content of the terrorist violence has a direct effect on human 

rights as it involves militants' strategies which cannot but infringe the principles which 

form the basis of human rights. These strategies include: 

1. Liquidation of the Indian support structures in the state, involving elimination of the 

people of all communities including Muslims who constitute such support structures; 2. 

Suppression of all political dissent and opposition by fear, 

3. Oppression and mental torture of people who do not support terrorism; 

4. Liquidation of civil population which extends help to security forces in their 

operations against terrorists;   5. Communalization of the society aimed to suppress 

opinion opposed to the secession of the state; 6. Conduct of military operations by the 

terrorists against the security forces of the state in violation of the laws of war. 

           The second major dimension of terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir is the 

terrorists' aim to exterminate Hindu population in the Kashmir valley because Hindus 

do not accept the secession of the state from India and its annexation to Pakistan nor do 

they accept to be governed by the authority which derives its sanction from the law and 

precedent of Islam. The Hindus have always supported accession of the state to India. 

They have, undeniably, formed the most powerful support base for India in Kashmir. 

Hindus in the valley rose united against the invasion of the state in 1947, and fought 

shoulder to shoulder with the Indian soldiers against the infiltrators from Pakistan in 

1965. They were always in the forefront of the struggle against secessionism, 

communalism, fundamentalism and the various movements for annexation of the state 

to Pakistan. 

In the present turmoil the strategies used in the terrorist operations against the Hindus 

in Kashmir include: 

1. The extermination of Hindus; 

2. Subjection of Hindus to brutal torture to instill fear among them in order to achieve 

their submission to the terrorists and their exodus from Kashmir; 

3. Flushing out such Hindus who refuse to submit to the terrorist dictates, by force, fear 

of death, fear of conversion and criminal assault on their women; 

4. Destruction of the residential houses of the Hindus who migrate and the 

appropriation of their business establishments to ensure that they do not return; 

5. Attachment of their landed property; 

6. Destruction of the social base of the Hindus by desecration and destruction of their 

places of worship, shrines and temples; 

7. Appropriation of the property of the Hindu shrines and its attachment to the Muslim 

religious endowments;  

8. Declaration of a religious crusade against the Hindus.  

(Human Rights Violations in Kashmir by Dr. M. K. Teng, & C. L. Gadoo) 
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SYMPOSIUM ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION IN KASHMIR 

                        HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION IN KASHMIR  

            On 28th Oct. 1993, a symposium on ‘Human Rights Violations in Kashmir’ 

was organized by Kashmiri Samiti, at Himachal Bhavan, New Delhi. During the 

function, a booklet written by Dr.M.K.Teng and C.L. Gadoo was released by Sh. Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee. It contained details of Kashmiri Pandit genocide in detail. The work 

was appreciated by Sh. Vajpayee and he personally distributed the booklet on “Human 

Rights Violations in Kashmir” at an important event at UNHRC session in 

Geneva during March 1994. Prior, on return of Sh. Vajpayee from Vienna after 

attending Human Rights meet, he advised to register as NGO with UN and offered his 

help; even at a later date he asked Sahani ji, to remind.  

             ‘ We hold no brief for any one violating human rights anywhere. All we submit 

is that the small and helpless community of Kashmiri Pandits, along with Kashmiris of 

other communities suffering for their belief in secularism, nationalism and democracy, 

are the worst victims of human rights violations in 

Kashmir….. The terrorist violence unleashed in Jammu and Kashmir by various 

terrorist organizations and the state of Pakistan, Is by itself a violation of human rights. 

The Muslim crusade which seeks to exterminate the religious and ethnic minorities In 

Jammu and Kashmir and establish the primacy of Islam in the government and the 

society of the state, contravenes the principle of the due process of law which is the 

basis of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Political terrorism, whatever its 

Ideology and objectives, is a crime against International Law, a crime against 

humanity, a crime against the law of war and a crime against the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights’. 

(Human Rights Violations in Kashmir by Dr. M. K. Teng, C. L. Gadoo) 

 (LtoR) Sh. C.L.Gadoo,  Sh A.B.Vajpayee, Sh. S.L. Shakdhar, former chief election 

commissioner, Dr. Hari Ohm (Jammu), Dr. M.K.Teng (Jammu). 
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                          REFUGEES IN OWN COUNTRY! 
 Abandoned by the state to which they have demonstrated their allegiance, Kashmiri 

Hindus occupy the paradoxical position of refugees in their own country. This 

discourse claims that the salvation of the Indian nation can only be achieved through 

the return of the Kashmiri Hindus to their homeland. The eventual return of the 

community members to their homes emerges as a patriotic imperative to preserve the 

honor and dignity of the nation. This return requires a radical transformation in the 

national vision of India and the position of Kashmir Valley within it. Once this radical 

transformation occurs, the community will be able “to fulfill the sacred task of securing 

the integrity of India which has been our historical role in the face of continuing 

oppression earlier and especially since Independence” (Munshi 1991).  

(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor 

of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athen 
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                     KASHMIRI SAMITI PROTESTS AGAIST US REMARKS      

     INDIAN EXPRESS REPORTS                   PIONEER REPORTS 

                                                Nov. 17, 1993 
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               DESTRUCTION OF TEMPLES CONTINUED IN KASHMIR  

SIKANDER‘but-shiken’----the ICONOCLOST 
               During the reign of Sikander, the highly venerated shrine of Kali Shuri, in the 

heart of Srinagar, situated close to the Zaina Kadal Bridge, on the `eastern bank of the 

river Jhelum, was demolished. A Muslim shrine, the Khanquah Maula was built over 

the plinth of the temple. The locality around the Khanqah is now known as Kalashpur--

-a corruption of Kali Shuri Pore. On the western bank of the river, opposite the Kali 

Shuri temple, were two temples, Zeshthesa Bhairov and Vishaksera Bhairov. Both the 

temples were demolished and turned into Muslim graveyards. The temple of 

Vikramishvera, situated close to Vicharnag was destroyed during the reign of Sikander. 

The temple was built by king Vikramaditya. The stone slabs of the temple were used to 

build a mosque nearby. The temple of Tribhawana Swamin, which was also located in 

Srinagar, was also demolished during the reign of Sikander. The temple was 

constructed by the Hindu king Chandrapida. The surrounding garden of the temple was 

converted into a graveyard. Sikander ordered the temples in South Kashmir to be 

demolished and he went up to the Lidder valley with the intention of supervising the 

demolition of the temples there. He proposed to go to defile the cave temple of 

Amarnath as well. On reaching Ganeshbal, he ordered the image of Lord Ganesha, 

standing in the middle of Lambodhari--- Lidder River, to be broken. Legend has it that 

when the knee of the idol of Ganesha was struck, blood spouted out.  Sikender was 

frightened and he turned back.   

                 JANSATTA REPORTS ON NOVEMBER 17, 1993 
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                        NATIONAL MEDIA REPORTS  

 INDIAN EXPRESS & JAGRAN NOVEMBER 11, 1993 REPORTS 
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NATIONAL MEDIA REPORTS        PIONEER NOV.17, 1993 

   
         SAHARA NOVEMBER 17, 1993 REPORTS                                    
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                                   GENOCIDE OF KASHMIRI HINDUS 
              Genocide is the destruction in whole or in part of a national, ethnic, racial or 

religious group. The United Nations General Assembly approved a resolution on 11th 

December, 1946, declaring genocide a crime under International Law.  

            A convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide adopted by the 

General Assembly came into effect on 12th January, 1951. The Convention proclaims 

genocide as a crime against International Law. The Convention lists destruction of an 

ethnic, racial or religious group as genocide. Specifically, genocide includes: 1. Killing 

members of a community or a group because of their affiliations; 2. Causing bodily or 

mental harm to the members of a community or a group; 3. Deliberately inflicting 

conditions on the community or the group to bring about its physical destruction; 4. 

Imposing measures to prevent births in the community or the group; 5. Forcibly 

transferring children from one group to another…….The terrorist organizations in the 

State and those operating from Pakistan have unleashed an organized campaign to 

exterminate the Hindus in Kashmir. Besides the obligation to prosecute a religious war 

against them, terrorists have sought to achieve several tactical advantages in 

eliminating Hindus. Hindus used to form a vital and powerful base for India in 

Kashmir. They have fought the secessionist movements in the State with their bare 

teeth. They alone have resisted the onslaught of the pan-Islamic fundamentalism as 

well as the Islamization of the Government and the society in the State.  

 (Human Rights Violations In Kashmir by Dr. M. K. Teng, C. L. Gadoo)  

         Protest Rally by members of Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi      
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GENOCIDE OF KASHMIRI HINDUS 
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THE MILITANCY AND THE MIGRATION 
                  In 1989, Kashmiris, feeling themselves increasingly frustrated with 

longstanding patterns of misgovernment in the region, took to the streets in Srinagar 

and other towns in Kashmir Valley in an open revolt against Indian state rule. This 

popular campaign identified its objective as self determination on the basis of Kashmiri 

regional identity; however, an explicitly religious tone gained prominence in the early 

nineties, as groups supporting accession to Pakistan rose to ascendancy and 

marginalized secessionist organizations (Sikand 2004). (International Journal of 

Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio 

University, Athens) 
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   THE MILITANCY AND THE MIGRATION Continued 

           Kashmiri Hindus felt an increasing sense of vulnerability and insecurity in 

response to what they perceived as a threatening atmosphere in the region (Behera 

2000; Evans 2002).  

              These feelings were exacerbated by a series of actions directed against their 

community, including attacks on prominent Kashmiri Hindu politicians and advocates, 

displays of hit lists with the names of specific Kashmiri Hindu individuals, and acts of 

violence in Hindu localities in Srinagar and elsewhere in the region. Community 

members were particularly affected by the selective killings of prominent community 

members, such as high profile politicians, bureaucrats, lawyers, and judges. Two 

Srinagar based newspapers, Al Safa and Srinagar Times, carried direct threats in April 

1990, ordering Kashmiri Hindus to   leave the Valley or be killed. More than 100,000 

individuals left the region in a few months, and the rest followed sporadically over the 

following decade. (International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, 

Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens) 
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                                             CHAPTER V,  

                       UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS       

             AFTERMATH OF EXODUS OF HINDUS FROM KASHMIR 
    ‘The exodus of the Hindus from Kashmir was followed by widespread depredations 

of their places of worship. Almost everywhere in the valley the archaeological remains 

of the ancient Hindu temples, which stood an eloquent testimony to the Hindu heritage 

of Kashmir, were subjected to wanton attack. The ancient ruins of the temple, which 

were destroyed during the Muslim rule, were sacred to the Hindus, who visited the 

sites as a part of their religious tradition. At many places, the ruins were dug up, to 

wipe off their last traces. Hindu religious, cultural and minority institutions were 

destroyed with greater zeal. The Hindu religious congregations were prohibited and the 

places where they were conducted, closed down. The famous shrine of Sharika, 

situated on the slopes of Hari Parbat hill and commanding a view of the old city, was 

covered by a pale-grey tarpaulin, for the satisfaction of the Muslims. The other 

religious places were either burnt down or closed.  

       The buildings, in which the offices of the Hindu social organisations were located, 

were also burnt down or subjected to bomb attacks. The Hindu educational institutions 

were either burnt down or taken over by desperadoes supported by the militants. 

Temples and shrines were destroyed by fire or subjected to bomb blasts. The ancient 

shrine of Bhawan at Tulamulla in Srinagar was subjected to rocket attacks, which, 

however, struck the surrounding structures, causing the shrine little damage. Almost 

the entire organisation of the Hindu schools and colleges run by the Hindu educational 

societies, including educational institutions run by the Hindu Educational Society, the 

Dayanand AngloVedic organisation and the Vishva Bharti Trust were either burnt 

down or seized by the militant sponsored Muslim organisations in a swift manoeuver.  

         The Minister of State for Home, the Government of India, stated in the Indian 

Parliament on 12th March, 1993 that 28 temples and Hindu shrines were demolished, 

damaged and desecrated in Kashmir during the year 1989 to 1991. The actual number 

of the temples demolished and damaged in Kashmir was much larger and vandalism to 

which the Hindu shrines were exposed was widespread. Sixty eight temples and 

shrines located in the remote villages, far more ancient and sacred than the mosques the 

Moghul imposters had erected, were burnt and demolished or damaged, about which 

reports were never collected by the State Government. In most of these remote places, 

there were no Hindus left behind to have lodged complaints with the administration…                       

            The destruction of the temples and religious institutions was evidently aimed to 

destroy the Hindu religious tradition and culture and to pave the way for the total 

Islamisation of Kashmir. The militant organisations followed a systematic policy to 

uproot the Hindus from Kashmir, economically and socially, and break their resolve to 

return home. Right from 1989, when the militant violence commenced, the militants 

followed a scorched earth policy of demolishing Hindu localities, dispossessing the 

Hindus of their land, orchards, business establishments, trades, shops and other 
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properties to deprive them of the means of their livelihood and burning of their 

houses’.(WHITE PAPER ON KASHMIR—Dr.M.K.TENG & C.L.Gadoo) 

               

               APPEASEMENT OF KASHMIRI MUSLIMS   

   In political manifestos, speeches, and slogans, Hindu nationalist parties highlighted 

the plight of the Kashmiri Hindu migrant community, arguing that secular political 

leaders had implemented policies to appease Kashmiri Muslims for decades in order to 

demonstrate their commitment to the principles of secular nationalism, but had failed 

to provide adequate protection to the minority Kashmiri Hindu community simply 

because they shared the religious affiliation of the Indian majority. In this way, Hindu 

nationalist rhetoric presented the anxieties of the Kashmiri Hindu migrant community 

as a mirror of the anxieties of the Indian middle classes, who felt themselves 

vulnerable to increasing mobilization among minority and impoverished classes. This 

position also enabled Hindu nationalist political parties to strengthen their claim as the 

defenders of national boundaries and national interests in India.                                  

   (International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor 

of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)                                

             
 KASHMIRI PANDITS DEMONSTRATING AGAINST THE HOLOCAUST                               
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                       ‘THE HOLOCAUST OF KASHMIRI HINDUS’            
                After the Independence of India, the one community in India which suffered 

for its commitment to patriotism and Indian unity was the minority community of the 

Hindus in the Jammu and Kashmir State. The Hindus constantly faced the accusation 

of the Muslims that they had conspired with the Government of India to secure the 

accession of the State to India against the will of the Muslims. They suffered the 

charge that in l947, they had, with the help of the Hindu ruler of the State, Maharaja 

Hari Singh and in connivance with the leaders of the National Conference, 

treacherously sabotaged the Muslim endeavour to achieve the integration of the 

Muslims of Jammu and Kashmir with the Muslim homeland of Pakistan. They were 

also indicted for having opposed the Muslim resistance against the accession of the 

State to India. They bore the brunt of the Muslim precedence, the National Conference 

established in the State and after the National Conference broke up in 1953, they were 

proclaimed the enemies of the Muslim movement, the Plebiscite Front led in the State. 

Even after the Plebiscite Front was wound up in 1975, the condemnation to which the 

Hindus were subjected, did not end. They continued to be charged of being the arch 

enemies of the Muslim nation of Kashmir, a threat to the Muslim religion and its 

political solidarity and the motive force behind all secular processes in the State which 

obstructed the Muslim struggle for Pakistan. In fact, they faced the first crucifixion for 

their loyalty to their country. The first shots fired by the militants were received by the 

Hindus.’    (White Paper on Kashmir drafted by Dr.M.K.Teng and C.L.Gadoo)  

Sh. Rajesh Pilot, Sh. Mohmmad Arif Khan, Sh. Saif-ud-din Chowdhary and Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani       
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      SEMINAR ON ‘FUTURE OF KASHMIR AND KASHMIRI PANDITS’ 
          Kashmiri Samiti Delhi organized a seminar on ‘Future of Kashmir and Kashmiri 

Pandits’ at jam-packed auditorium of Himachal Bhavan, Mandi House, New Delhi, on 

January 29 1994. Sh. Rajesh Pilot, Minister of State Home, Government of India, Sh. 

Saif-ud-din Chowdhary, CPM Leader, Former Union Minister of Civil Aviation, Sh. 

Mohammad Arif Khan and senior leader of BJP, Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani participated. 

Sh. S.L.Shakhdar, Former Chief Election Commissioner, presided. Sh. Chaman Lal 

Gadoo, President of Kashmiri Samiti initiated the discussion and described the 

atrocities inflicted on Kashmiri Pandits back at home, and present pathetic conditions 

and sufferings of displaced persons. He also spoke on prevailing situation in Kashmir. 

Sh. Pilot began his speech saying    that before 1988 it was difficult to distinguish 

Kashmiri Muslims and Hindus as both used to have inter-community marriages. This 

sparked unprecedented protest from the audience. This episode and whole proceedings 

of the seminar were covered by media especially by the print media.             

     PATRIOT , January 30 1994, REPORTS 
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HINDUSTAN TIMES,January 30, 1994 REPORTS 
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    NATIONAL HERALD REPORTS Jan. 30, 1994 
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                                HINDU REPORTS Jan. 30, 1994 
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                    JAMMU AND KASHMIR SANGAM IS BORN!      
            Jammu and Kashmir Sangam, an outfit of Bharatiya Janta Party was born in the 

capital city of Delhi, which initially worked with unison with the party and latter 

merged in main party and took shape of Bharatiya Janta Party, Jammu and Kashmir 

Cell. Sangam spread its wings from BJP Delhi Pradesh headquarters at 14, Pt. Pant 

Marg, New Delhi.  Sangam had wide membership of Kashmiri Hindus and of Doda 

district, the terrorist intensified area of Jammu. The office bearers of the Jammu & 

Kashmir are as under;  

 



111  

   

                         PRINT MEDIA REPORTS May 5, 1994
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KASHMIRI SANGAM HOLDS DHARNA TO PRESS THEIR DEMANDS   
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                      KOSHUR SAMACHAR RECORDS 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN JAMMU & KASHMIR, 

(11
th

 December, 1994)  

 

Preface:                 
           Pakistan had to withdraw its resolution meant to malign India for so-called 

violation of human rights of its armed Kashmiri and foreign mercenaries from the 

UNHR Commission session at Geneva in March this year. The United States 

Committee on Refugees has admitted in its 1994 World Refugee Survey, that 2,50,000 

Kashmiri Hindus have been displaced as a result of Islamic violence in the valley. The 

US-based Human Rights Watch has blamed Pakistan for providing tones of advanced 

weapons to Muslim Militants in Kashmir. Ms. Robin Raphel, US Assistant Secretary 

of State for South Asia, the irrepressible India-baiter of yesteryear, has announced 

publicly now that Pakistan was aiding terrorists in Kashmir and is continuing to do so 

despite US advice to stop aiding insurgents.    

           Where does all this leave Kashmiri Hindus? Three hundred thousand of them 

were forced out of Kashmir in 1990. They are continuing to live in torn tents, window-

less one-room tenements and hovels, and community halls without any privacy, after 

having been forced to leave behind whatever they owned in Kashmir: over sixty 

thousand houses, farms, orchards, factories, jobs, business, and movable property. 

Since their forced flight all their houses have been looted, denuded even of fittings and 

fixtures, doors and windows included; thousands of their houses have been reduced to 

ashes and in some cases built upon. Their jobs, businesses, factories, farms and 

orchards have been taken over. Houses still standing are being allotted to one another 

by gun-wielders, even rented out to influential people.   

               Does all this imply that all their rights, civil, economic, political, human stand 

dissolved? Does it mean that all vestiges of their 5000 year old history in the valley are 

to be erased to show that they don’t belong to Kashmir, they were never a part of it? 

Does it mean that Kashmiri Hindus can never go back to Kashmir, they are not wanted 

there? Will the world community put up with such a monstrosity?    

             And what do the Muslims of Kashmir say? They want Kashmiri Hindus to 

apologise for having forsaken them when they planned and executed their present 

subversion in Kashmir, their struggle for freedom from what they call Indian 

occupation. 

             Duress and more duress. Does this scenario fit in, in any way, with local and 

international law? What does the local and international law say about such man- made 

catastrophes, forced by intransigent, rogue regimes within the global community? The 

present tract tries to put the record straight, once again.    
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        CHAPTER VI,      UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS 
              ‘The induction of terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir by Pakistan is its third 

attempt to cut off Jammu and Kashmir from India and annex it to its territories. In 

October 1947, Pakistan sent thousands of armed forces and irregular commandos into 

the State to annex it. Were it not for the heroic resistance of the state troops led by the 

Chief of the Army Staff of the State, Brigadier Rajender Singh, who resisted the 

advance of invading forces till the State acceded to India and the Indian troops joined 

the battle, the story of the State would have been different. About thirty thousand 

Hindus and Sikhs were slaughtered by the invading hordes in the territories of the State 

overrun b them. Hundreds of thousands of them were uprooted and displaced. That 

story is still untold. In 1965, Pakistan inducted thousands of its trained commandos in 

the garb of local Muslims into the State to unleash a Muslim rebellion against India. 

The infiltrators spread all over the valley, penetrated into Srinagar, but due to the lack 

of support from local Muslim population and prompt military action taken by 

Government of India, the infiltrators sneaked back to Pakistan after war broke out 

between the two countries. 

         The present terrorist violence in Jammu and Kashmir is the third attempt by 

Pakistan to break up India and annex Jammu and Kashmir. This time the technique of 

military intervention is different; the flanks of terrorist organizations are recruited from 

the local Muslim population and after being trained and armed in Pakistan are 

reinducted into the State, to carry on the Islamic crusade, Jihad, against India. Large 

numbers of armed commandos consisting of personnel of the army and intelligence 

services of Pakistan, and the various troop formations raised in the occupied territories 

of so-called Azad Kashmir have also been inducted into the State to help the terrorist 

elements. The consolidation of the pan-Islamic fundamentalism and its militarization in 

South Asia has been effectively used by Pakistan to export Islamic revolution' to 

Jammu and Kashmir. Once the Jihad or the Islamic crusade for the liberation of the 

State triumphs, Jammu and Kashmir will as a part of the fundamental unity of the 

Muslims, join the Muslim nation of Pakistan. That is the reason why Pakistan projected 

Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front in the first phase of terrorism in Kashmir, 

ostensibly to create an impression that the Muslims have launched an armed struggle in 

the State to liberate it from India. The truth is that Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 

Front was sponsored by Pakistan to impart a more militant direction to demand for 

plebiscite in the State. It received arms and funds from intelligence agencies of 

Pakistan and always acted under the instructions of the intelligence services of that 

country. Once the terrorist violence in the state spread, Pakistan inducted the more 

powerful terrorist flanks into the state, like the Hizbul Mujahidin, the militant outfit of 

Jamaat-i-Islami, Al Badar, exclusively entrusted with the task of liquidating the 

Hindus, and the other terrorist organizations like Al Umar, Allah Tigers, Janbaz Force,  

Hizb Ullah and several other terrorist groups all committed to the accession of the state 

to Pakistan’. (WHITE PAPER Drafted By Dr. M.K.Teng & C.L.Gadoo) 
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                                         LEST WE SHOULD FORGET           
 The worst disaster which befell the Hindus of Kashmir after forcible displacement 

from the land of their birth in 1990 was the sudden disruption in education of their 

children. Keeping this in mind, a historic meeting was organized by Jammu and 

Kashmir Sangam, on July 23, 1995, at Mavlankar Hall, New Delhi, to felicitate Chief 

Ministers of BJP ruled states. On the request of C. L. Gadoo, President J&K Sangam, 

all the chief ministers including Sh. Eknath Khadse Minister of Technical education 

and Dr. D.S.Ahir, Health Minister of Maharashtra, assured the huge gathering of 

Kashmiri Hindus present on the occasion, that reservation of seats for migrant students 

will be available in their respective states, in Universities, technical institutions and 

business schools. Apart from Chief Ministers, Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani and two ministers 

from Maharashtra spoke on the occasion.  

        Chief Minister, Sh. M.L.Khurana, announced the reservation of seats for 

displaced students in Delhi schools and colleges. He also assured pay rise and more 

employment of migrant teachers as well as more Teh- Bazari for erstwhile small 

traders. Sh. Shekhwat and Sh. Patel also assured to absorb displaced medical and 

technical students in their respective States.  

         At a later date Sh. Gadoo met Shiv Sena chief Balasaheb Thackeray at his 

residence at Mumbai and presented him a set of his books on Kashmir. Sh. Balasaheb 

assured all help for reservation of seats to migrant students in Maharashtra.  Apart from 

Sh. Balasaheb, Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani and Sh. Pramod Mahajan played vital role in 

getting reservation for displaced students in Maharashtra and elsewhere. After 

persuasion reservation in Kendriya Vidayalayas was also possible. This was indeed a 

turning point for the displaced students.                            

 
(L to R) Sh.C.L.Gadoo, President J&K Sangam, Sh. M.L.Khurana, Chief Minister, 

Delhi, Sh. Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, Chief Minister, Rajasthan, Sh. S.L.Shakdhar, 

former chief election commissioner, Sh. K. Bhai Patel, Chief Minister , Gujarat.               
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             HINDU REPORTS                                      T.O.I. REPORTS 
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                               KOSHUR SAMACHAR REPORTS 
          DEVASTATING IMPACT ON DISPLACED STUDENTS By C.L.Gadoo 

                                      
                            Sh. Uddhav Thackeray and Aditya Thackeray 
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        THE HINDUSTAN TIMES REPORTS 
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KOSHUR SAMACHAR REPORTS 
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               OUR YOUTH---THEIR RIGHTS AND DUTIES 

         
Excerpts from C.L.Gadoo’s presentation at the symposium   
            “The future of the Hindus of Kashmir, their return to the homes, the physical 

security, political security and economic security in terms of ground realities prevailing 

in the State has not improved as claimed by few Kashmiri Pandits. They are welcome 

to Kashmir as tourists only, nothing beyond that. There is no doubt about the desire of 

the community of Hindus to return to Kashmir to which they actually belong, where 

roots and temples are and where is the mother of their culture and their history. At 

present the gun-culture, which has over-whelmed Kashmir for more than 15 years, has 

made no big changes. The political class is making use of this culture to make its point, 

reasonable or otherwise. This is true for elected government in the State as also the 

Hurriyat Conference. Once the gun-culture is cracked without any hesitation, the 

political class of Kashmir will see the light at the end of the tunnel and function 

accordingly. Peace will return to Kashmir only after terrorist guns are silenced. At our 

end, we have to develop a cohesive approach towards our political and economic 

rehabilitation. We need our representatives in Parliament and Legislative Assembly for 

our political survival. We have been sidelined by political parties, as we do not 

constitute a vote bank. In a democratic set up, vote-bank politics has become a 

compulsion for political parties. We must voluntarily seek mass enrolment in voter’s 

list of Jammu & Kashmir and seek photo-identity cards from Election Commission. 

Secondly, we must get State Subject Certificate, so that we do not lose our identity.” 
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DHARANA BY KASHMIRI PANDITS AGAINST J & K POLLS  
 “Gadoo addressed the elections in terms of secularism and democracy: Though 

Kashmiri Hindus firmly believe in the democratic process which would ultimately lead 

to peaceful solution of the Kashmir problem, the manner and the undue haste in which 

the Government of India announced elections made the whole exercise meaningless 

and farcical. India needs a radical change, a shift from its dependence on Muslim 

communalism at the national level as well as at the international level. The present set 

up with its ideological commitment to Muslim communalism for power must be put an 

end to if India, its secular character and its democracy have to survive. The time has 

come for the initiation of united Hindu movements to save this country from 

disintegration. If Muslim Jehad succeeds in Kashmir, India will disintegrate. Our worst 

experience has been with most of the political parties in India, which have indirectly 

played the same game of promoting Muslim separatism to serve their political ends. 

Most of these parties sought to present Kashmir on a platter to the fundamentalist and 

separatist forces.”  

(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor 

of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)  
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   Office Bearers of J&K Cell, BJP Delhi Pradesh          

           

 
S/Sh. P.K.Raina(V.President)C.L.Gadoo(President)S.S.Kotwal(V.President) 
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ABROGATION OF Art.370---BJP 
             C.L.Gadoo moved a first time resolution at a BJP meet presided by Sh. 

K.N.Sahani in presence of Sh. L.K.Advani, Smt. Sushma Suraj and many other BJP 

leaders for abrogation of Art.370 on 28
th
 Nov. 1995, which was unanimously approved 

by the full house.  
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PRINT MEDIA REPORTS 
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                                    CHAPTER VII          

                UNTOLD STORY OF KASHMIRI PANDITS 

                             KOSHUR SAMACHAR REPORTS  

                         HOLOCAUST DAY January 20, 1996                                
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                      JOINT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE, DELHI  

         WHITE PAPER ON KASHMIR BY Dr.M.K.Teng and C.L.Gadoo 

                                     Secessionist Movements 
            The present crisis in the Jammu and Kashmir State is a continuation of the 

Muslim struggle in India for an independent Muslim homeland, which culminated in 

the separation of the Muslim majority provinces of Sindh, North-West Frontier 

Province, and Buluchistan, the Muslim majority areas of West Punjab and East Bengal 

and the Muslim majority division of Sylhet of the Hindu majority province of Assam, 

to form the state of Pakistan. The All-lndia Muslim League, which spearheaded the 

Muslim struggle for Pakistan, claimed all the Muslim majority provinces, including the 

whole of the provinces of the Punjab and Bengal, along with the Hindu majority 

province of Assam. Among the Princely States, which were organised into a separate 

political organisation by the British, outside British India and which were governed by 

the British Paramountcy, the Muslim League claimed the Muslim majority Princely 

States, as well as the States which were ruled by the Muslim Princes, the former on the 

basis of their Muslim population and the latter on the basis of their treaties with the 

British Government.        

                    
                 Dr. Mohan Krishen Teng & Chaman Lal Gadoo  

Dr. M.K.Teng and C.L.Gadoo, Co-Chairmen, Joint Human Rights Committee, New 

Delhi, the two Co-Chairmen of JHRC drafted White Paper on Kashmir, Kashmir 

Militancy and Human Rights, and wrote many other booklets on Kashmir which were 

distributed far and wide. Dr. M.K. Teng has written profusely on Government and 

Politics of India and political Development and Government in Kashmir. He has 

written several books and Research Articles on Politics of Kashmir. He was gracious 

enough to write Preface to Kashmir—Hindu Shrines and Introduction to Kashmir—

Hindu Religious Culture, written by C.L.Gadoo.                                
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                                    MUSLIM MILITANCY 
            ‘The militant violence in Kashmir is an ideological struggle which is 

fundamentalist in outlook and basically communal in character and which is aimed to: 

disengage the State from India, and secure its integration with the Muslim homeland of 

Pakistan. Demolish the secular, social and political organisation of the State and 

convert it into a Muslim theocracy governed by the precept and precedents of Islam. 

           The terrorist violence is not a local eruption of political dissent or discontent, 

nor is it a political movement geared to objectives which involve change in the 

instruments of power or processes of political participation. It is a religious crusade, 

the continuation of the Muslim struggle for the separate Muslim homeland in India, to 

complete the partition of India by securing the Muslim majority state of Jammu and 

Kashmir for the Muslim State of Pakistan. While terrorism took its toll in Kashmir, the 

leaders of Pakistan demanded that the India be divided again and the partition be 

carried to its logical conclusion by ceding Jammu and Kashmir to Pakistan.’ 

(WHITE PAPER ON KASHMIR, Drafted by Dr. M.K.Teng & C.L.Gadoo)  

                          
                                 Sh. KIDAR NATH SAHANI   

          (A Great Leader, A Great Guide, and A Great Karam Yogi)          
           ‘White Paper on Kashmir’ drafted by Dr. M.K.Teng and C.L.Gadoo, was 

published by Joint Human Rights Committee, New Delhi and released by                                 

Sh. Kidar Nath Sahani, President, BJP, Delhi Pradesh, on Jan.22, 1996.  

          Sh. Sahani always stood by the side Kashmiri Displaced persons and always 

helped them in need. He would at times go out of the way to help deserving people.  A 

kind hearted person, missed by many well wishers!                     
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                                                      NAAD REPORTS 
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DODA MASSACRE 

         
       35 MASSACRED IN DODA, UDHAMPUR   9 critically wounded 

Jammu, May 1: Gunmen on Monday morning slaughtered 22 persons including a nine-

year old girl of minority community in two villages of Doda district. Nine persons 

including a mother-daughter duo were wounded critically in the firing. Gunmen killed 

13 more persons after their abduction in Udhampur district. According to the reports 

several heavily-armed gunmen appeared in two remote hamlets, Panjdobi and Thowa 

in Kulha and, Bharat area, 26 kilometer from district headquarter of Doda district, at 

around 2 AM and ordered the villagers to come out of their houses. The gunmen then 

lined them up outside the houses of the local village heads and opened indiscriminate 

fire at them killing 22 and injuring nine others, police officials here said.   

                 Inspector General of Police Doda-Udhampur Range, Mohanty told Greater 

Kashmir that at least nine militants entered the villages and carried out the massacre. 

He said that nine persons including a minor have received critical injuries in the attack 

and they were shifted to Doda hospital. 

 
Women wail around the bodies of their men folk and children massacred by 

terrorists at Kulhand in Doda district. (Courtesy:  Tribune News Service) 

 

https://www.greaterkashmir.com/index.aspx
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 JAMMU AND KASHMIR SANGAM AND DODA VICHAR MANCH   

organised a joint protest rally at Janter Manter, promient BJP leaders S/Sh  

Kidar Nath Sahani, Madan Lal Khurana and Chaman Lal Gupta participated                                                        

                                      GOOL MASSACRE 

            Another attack occurred in Gool hamlet of Udhampur District on June 13, 1996 

, when men dressed in camouflage uniforms stopped the Gool-Ramban bus, removed 

the Hindu passengers, and shot three of them in a nearby drainage ditch. The victims 

were Kashmiri Hindu schoolteachers in the Government Higher Secondary School of 

Gool. Migrant organizations, including the Kashmiri Pandit Sabha, the All-State 

Kashmiri Pandit Conference, Panun Kashmir, Panun Kashmir Movement, and the 

teacher fraternity, organized a condolence meeting at Rajinder Park in Jammu. The 

teacher fraternity demanded that the state government transfer all Kashmiri Hindu 

employees then posted in dangerous places in Doda, Rajouri, Udhampur, and Poonch 

to safer area or to the headquarters in Jammu. Both of these attacks, at Gool, prompted 

fresh migrations of Kashmiri Hindus from those 

Areas.  

(International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor 

of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens)    
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          APEX COMMITTEE OF REHABILITATION FOR MIGRANTS 
            ‘Traditional political parties fared well in the parliamentary elections. The 

National Conference Party, which boycotted the parliamentary elections in May 1996, 

agreed to participate in the state assembly elections in September 1996 only after the 

new Prime Minister, H. D. Deve Gowda, promised “maximum autonomy” for Jammu 

and Kashmir. The National Conference won the polls, and Farooq Abdullah became 

chief minister of the Jammu and Kashmir State. Shortly after assuming power, 

Abdullah announced that he would coordinate a rehabilitation effort to facilitate the 

return of the Kashmiri Hindus to the Valley and thereby “restore the historic ethos and 

values disrupted by militancy” (“Rs 28 Billion Package,” 1997).  The new state 

government announced the creation of an Apex Committee to prepare short and long 

term solutions to the problem of migration and rehabilitation and a subcommittee, 

headed by Moti Lal Koul, to prepare an Action Plan for the safe and honorable return 

of migrants to the Valley. These developments occurred without the support of 

Kashmiri Hindu community leaders, who vehemently opposed the state government’s 

rapid movement towards rehabilitation of the migrant community.’  

 (International Journal of Hindu Studies by Haley Duschinski, Assistant Professor 

of Anthropology at Ohio University, Athens 
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      JAMMU KASHMIR SANGAM ORGANIZES SEMINAR 

 HINDU JUNE 28, 1996 REPORTS 
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                            KASHMIR: GREATER AUTONOMY 
                Terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir has almost broken up the national 

consensus on major functional attributes of Parliamentary government in Jammu and 

Kashmir. There is a deep difference of opinion about the feasibility of a political 

package on 'greater autonomy' to the State; Hindus and the other minorities, about 46 

percent of the population of the State, opposed to any restructurisation of the existing 

constitutional relations between the Union and the State, and the Muslims uncertain of 

whether the so-called package of autonomy would be acceptable to militant regimes as 

a basis for settlement with the Indian Govemment. Perhaps, the Govemment of India 

believes that it can substitute 'greater autonomy' for the 'right of self-determination', 

that the Muslim secessionist forces, militarised by Pakistan in 1989-90, have been 

demanding for the last five decades. The former Prime Minister, Narsimha Rao, went 

so far as to suggest, that the Congress Government would concede "Azadi, short of 

Independence" to meet Muslim separatism, at least half-way, exactly in the same 

manner as the Congress had offered to concede a Muslim State within India, when it 

accepted the Cabinet Mission Plan in 1946.           

      (Kashmir: Greater Autonomy by Dr. M. K. Teng, C. L. Gadoo)   

DAILY EXCELSIOR NOVEMBER 1, 1996 REPORTS 
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DAILY EXCELSIOR REPORTS 
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 PAKISTAN PLOTS TO KILL KASHMIRI PANDIT LEADERS 

        DAILY EXCELSIOR NOVEMBER 3, 1996 REPORTS 
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                                             APPENDIX I  

     PROTEST LETTER TO AMERICAN EMBASSY, NEW DELHI 
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                                   APPENDIX II  

    PETITION TO NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
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PROTEST AT UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, NEW DELHI,  

                                       ON JUNE 25, 2018 
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       Brief Profile of Chaman Lal Gadoo---Social Activist & Prolific Writer 

Chaman Lal Gadoo born in a middle class Brahmin family in 1937 at 
Srinagar, Kashmir and after completing his early education at Srinagar moved to 
Delhi for further technical education. He chose engineering as his profession. He 
took active participation in student and youth movements. He took active part in 
organizing the student rally, first of its kind at Srinagar on June 23, 1953 on the 
Martyrdom of Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukharjee; ever since he never looked back and 
the zeal to the voice of the sufferers still keeps him working on the cause even as 
an octogenarian. He became National Council Member, of National Youth 
Organization (NYO) at New Delhi, and associate Editor of its monthly youth 
magazine ‘Lion Roar’ in the year 1963. 

Gadoo took keen interest in Trade Union activities, represented Tata Group 
Unions, Mercantile Unions and Federation of Radio & Electrical Employees 
Unions of Delhi State for more than a decade as its General Secretary and launched 
‘Workers News’ in the year 1971. He organized workers of Electronics 
Industry in the capital and represented Radio Industrial workers in its first wage-
board appointed by the Delhi Government in 1973. 

Gadoo also served the cause of unapproved colonies of Delhi, as Vice 
President of East-South Welfare Association (Regd.) in 1976 and again in 1982 as 
General Secretary of Laxmi Nagar-Shakarpur Welfare Association which played a 
key role in getting Laxmi Nagar and Shakarpur colonies regularized. 

Chaman Lal Gadoo has spent more than last thirty years in community 
welfare activities, ever since there was first attempt by communal forces in South 
Kashmir to annihilate Kashmiri Hindus, way back in 1986. Politically, he is an 
ardent supporter of Hindu nationalism and deeply involved in the Hindu resistance 
movement, against Muslim separatism in Kashmir. He has been in the midst of the 
relief and rehabilitation of the Hindus of Kashmir, displaced in the aftermath of the 
militant violence in Kashmir during 1990. He has worked for unemployed youth, 
reservation for displaced students in various universities and now working for 
Healthcare of elderly and on many more burning issues like return to homeland. 
He has always been sensitive to the needy. 

Gadoo worked diligently for the Kashmiri Hindus’ cause, first as the 
President of Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi and then President, Bharatiya Janta Party, 
J&K cell, Delhi Pradesh, for more than two decades. He moved a first time 
resolution at a BJP meet presided by Sh. K.N.Sahani in presence of Sh. 
L.K.Advani, Smt. Sushma Suraj and other BJP leaders for abrogation of Art.370 
on 28th Nov. 1995, which was unanimously approved by the full house. 

Gadoo has been also President of J&K Sangam, and Kashur Sumchar, Vice- 
President of All India Kashmiri Samaj for a long time. He is associated with many 
other organizations like ‘The Kashmir Education, Culture and Science Society’ and 
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others. He was also Vice-President of Nirmal Vedant Prachar Mandal/ Nirmal 
Sadhana Ashram, Delhi. He is Co-Chairman, Joint Human Rights committee, New 
Delhi and Chairman, Vidya Gauri Gadoo Research Centre, New Delhi. 

Apart from working with BJP stalwarts, Gadoo worked in tandem with other 
stalwarts like Shri. Ashok Singhal, President, Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) who 
appreciated the booklet ‘Sri Ram Temple Movement’ and distributed the same to 
leading group of lawyers who produced it as a document in Supreme Court. Gadoo 
also worked with Prof. Balraj Madhok, founder Akil Bharatiya Jan Sangh, and 
Shri B.L.Sharma (Prem), founder Akhand Hindustan Morcha. He was associated 
with English section of its mouth-piece, Aabay Bharat, for a long time. 

                 Chaman Lal Gadoo has organized many protest rallies, demonstrations, 
seminars and press conferences to highlight genocide, ethnic cleansing and plight of 
Kashmiri Hindus in exile. He has widely traveled and represented Kashmiri Hindus 
at many national and international foras. He attended Kashmiri Pandit Summit held 
in Hendon, London, from 18th –21st June 1997. The purpose of the Summit was to 
evolve a common platform for the unified voice of all Kashmiri Pandits. He was 
elected as Director of Press and Publicity & Director of Inter- Party Affairs 
(National Parties) at the meet. During November 1998, he participated in a seminar at 
the House of Commons, London. He also attended a meeting with lawmakers of 
Indian Caucus (USA) at Washington DC on Kashmir and on plight of Kashmiri 
Pandits in exile during 1998. He represented Kashmiri Hindus at ‘First Vishva 
Saraswat Samelan’ during December 1999 at Mangalore. 

Gadoo was invited by Hurriyat Conference leaders to hold deliberations on 
Kashmiri migrants, during January 2000 but rejected the proposal, as it felt 
Hurriyat was responsible for militancy in Jammu and Kashmir, killings of 
hundreds of innocents, and for the ethnic cleansing of Kashmiri Pandits. 

For more than twenty years Gadoo has been raising different issues with the 
National Human Rights Commission like genocide and Human Rights Violations of 
displaced Hindus. On his insistence before the commission, an inventory report of 
left over migrant properties in the valley was furnished by J&K Government 
during 2008. He also raised problems faced by displaced Hindus before Standing 
Parliamentary Committee on Rehabilitation of J&K Migrants during 2007. 

Gadoo’s research papers appear regularly in different magazines all over 
India and abroad. He has authored several books and was associated with Dr. 
M.K.Teng during the drafting of the ‘White Paper on Kashmir’ which was released 
by Sh. K. N. Sahani, in 1996. Sh. Atal Bihari Vajpayee personally distributed the 
booklet on “Human Rights Violations in Kashmir” at an event at UNHRC session 
in Geneva during March 1994, which he had earlier released on 28th Oct. 1993 at a 
symposium on Terrorism in Kashmir and Violation of Human Rights, organized by 
Kashmiri Samiti, Delhi.
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PROFILE IN PICTURES  

     
C.L.Gadoo with President Smt. Pratiba Patil & PM Sh.A.B.Vajpayee, Sh. M. L. Khurana 

 
 Dy.PM Sh.L.K.Advani, Sh.K.NSahani & Ext. Affairs Minister Smt.SushmaSawaraj 

            
 Dr. Harash Vardhan Health Minister & Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Cultural Minister                                
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                           BOOKS BY CHAMAN LAL GADOO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
           AUTHOR WITH SRI SRI RAVISHANKAR AND SWAMI RAMDEV            

                                      KASHMIR---HINDU SHRINES 

The book provides a comprehensive account of the history and heritage of the Hindu 

shrines and tirthas in Kashmir, the tradition and legend associated with them and the 

spiritual experience they symbolize. 

            THE BOOK with 268 PAGES and 100 PHOTOGRAPHS  

                  ISBN 978-81-910057-0-7, Price Rs.400 only  

                                   WHITE PAPER ON KASHMIR 

                                           DRAFTED BY 

                                   Dr. M.K.Teng & C.L.Gadoo 

              THE BOOK WITH 120 PAGES Price Rs. 200  

            KASHMIR---MILITANCY AND HUMAN RIGTHTS 

                                               BY 

                        Dr. M,K,TENG & C.L.GADOO 

The book presents the role of the terrorist regimes in the violation of human rights in 

Jammu and Kashmir. The war of attrition launched in Jammu and Kashmir in 1990, 

by various terrorist regimes, organized in Pakistan and POK, has been placed in its 

historical perspective. 

THE BOOK WITH 162 PAGES, ISBN 81-7488-919-1, Price Rs.300 only 

                  KASHMIR----HINDU RELIGIOUS CULTURE 

The book an attempt to provide the reader as well as researcher in Hindu religious 

culture, a systematic and in-depth analysis of the religious culture of the Hindus of 

Kashmir, its philosophical content, its theological postulates, it s theory of action and its 

ritual structure. . 

THE BOOK WITH 240 PAGES and RARE PHOTOGRAPHS  

ISBN 978-81-910057-1-4,                                                           Price Rs.300 only 


