
  
Mahakaleswara Jyothirlingam;             
             Mahakaleswara Jyothirlingam is the third Jyothirlingam among the Dwadasa 
Jyothirlingams. The splendid Mahakaleshwar temple at Ujjain, in the Malwa area of 
Madhya Pradesh, is a significant pilgrimage place for Hindus. This outstanding temple is 
regarded as one of the top 10 Tantra temples of India, and has the only Bhasm- Aarti 
(Ash ritual) of its own kind in the entire world. The temple is situated on the side of 
the Rudra Sagar Lake. The Lingam at Mahakal is believed to be Swayambhu, the only 
one of the 12 Jyotirlingams to be so. It is also the only one facing south which is a unique 
feature and because of this feature Lord Mahakaleswara is also known as 
Dakshinamurthi. The temple has a Sri Yantra perched upside down at the ceiling of the 
Garhagriha. It is another place where Shakti Peeth and Jyotirlingam are together.                 
               A unique ritual at this temple is Bhasma Arti. Every day the first Puja is 
performed between 4:00am and 6:00am and this is known as Bhasma Arti. The Puja is 
performed with ashes brought from a freshly cremated human body from a cremation 
ground. The ashes were brought to the temple with Pundits reciting prayers to Lord Shiva 
to the beating of drums, cymbals and bells. Puja is performed to Lord Shiva smearing hot 
ashes on the Lingam and the ashes are offered as Prasada to devotees. The Prasada is 
considered very sacred and it is believed that those who receive the Prasada get Moksha 
after the present life. 
           The temple observes two major festivals. One is on the last Monday of the holy 
month of Shravan and the other is Mahashivaratri. On the day of Mahashivaratri a fair is 
held and Lord Shiva’s worship goes all through the night.             
Ujjain or Ujjayni has been a sacred city for Hindus from ancient times and in those days 
it was also known as Avanti or Avantikapura. The glory of the Kingdom of Avanti is well 
described in Skanda Purana, Siva Purana and Mahabharata epic. The city of Avanti is on 
the eastern bank of the Kshipra River. Kumbha Mela a religious festival is held here once 
in twelve years. Thousands and thousands of pilgrims take bath in the river and pray Lord 
Siva during Kumbha Mela period. Ujjain was also the place where Lord Krishna, Balarama 
and Sudama got their education from Maharishi Sandipini. 
(Excerpt from the book: Hindu Sanskriti by Chaman Lal Gadoo)  



 


