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valiv zan karav : Prem Nath Koul 'Arpan’

About the Poet

Shri Prem Nath Koul 'Arpan’ was a poet, one of the best of his times. Born
in village Bugam near Kulgam in Kulgam district in the year 1919, Arpan
did his schooling in Kulgam and Anantnag. He joined business after
passing his Matriculation. He was a social activist and a political worker
associated with the Congress party. He was Halga President of his area
and worked closely with the political stalwarts like Sadiq Sahib, Qasim
Sahib and Mufti Sahib.

Arpan was a philanthropist and a well known figure in his area. He would
help poor people of the area and settle people's grievances and disputes
with his goodwill.

Arpan passed away on 25 January 1997 in Jammu after his exodus from
his home in the year 1990.

Arpan was inclined towards writing poetry from the young age. He wrote
Bhajans, Ghazals, Nazms and stories for children. His poems used to be
published in 'Desh' and the daily 'Khidmat', Srinagar in the years 1961-
1962.

Arpan published his first collection of poems in 1981 under the title 'Aadan
Yaad Pyom'. He translated Bhagvadgita into Kashmiri verse in 1995 which
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got serially published in the Community magazine Koshur Samachar of
Delhi from 1997 to 1999. It was published in the book form in the year 2001
in Jammu, four years after his death. His Geeta became very popular with
the masses, summed up by the fact that it had to be printed again and
published in three editions.

Arpan translated the stories of Panchtantra in Kashmiri verse but most of it
and his other writings got lost in the fire after his displacement from
Kashmir. His son Shri Omkar Koul* however retrieved seven stories from
his own records and published them in a book named 'Path Kaalachi Katha'
in the year 2000. Arpan also wrote the story of Poorna Bhagat (Bhagat
Prahlad) in Kashmiri but could not publish it during his lifetime.

'‘Aadan Yaad Pyom' collection contained 38 poems which Arpan wrote in
1940s till 1960s, most of them in early 1940s. In his Preface, Arpan writes
about two of his poems which got entangled in controversies. The first and
foremost is 'khésh yivan nanddbon veésiye, myon dilbar av nay ....." Arpan
says this was his poem but somehow got it printed in the name of the great
poet Rasool Mir. He also points to the pen name 'Rosulyo’ given at the end
of the poem whereas the great poet had always used his full name 'Rasul
Mir' as his pen name. Arpan says, "As soon as | heard the song 'khosh
yivan nanddbon vésiye ..." broadcasted from Radio Kashmir, Srinagar, |
lodged a protest with them in writing but there was no reply." It may be
added here that the poem included in the J&K Academy's book 'Kulyat-e-
Rasul Mir' has six couplets while as Arpan's poem in his collection Aadan
Yaad Pyom' has twelve couplets. Only, a collection of Rasul Mir's poems
printed and published prior to 1943 (the year, when Arpan says he wrote
the poem), if any, can set the controversy at rest. | have, however, no
personal opinion on it and the poet is no longer alive to pursue it.

Second controversy relates to another poem ‘hai hai bl ruzds san' t
vogln', van' tsé divani'. This poem has been published in the name of
some 'Nanda'. Arpan says, one Nand Lal used to sing this poem in his
presence and even used the word 'Nanda' as author but he took it lightly.

Ghulam Nabi Nazir Kulgami, a great poet and friend of Arpan wrote a poem
in his memory on 26 January 1997, a day after Arpan passed away. His
poem is reproduced at the end of this document.

Included in this document, are all the poems contained in '‘Aadan Yaad
Pyom' and the versified stories contained in 'Path Kaalachi Katha'. Basic
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work is in Nastalig Kashmiri. | have rewritten them in Devanagari-Kashmiri
in the year 2005 and uploaded on my website www.mkraina.com too.
Kindly Read and share.

M.K.Raina
www.mkraina.com

[*Prof. Omkar N. Koul was a renowned linguist, author, researcher who
held several prestigious academic and administrative positions. He passed
away in 2018.]
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Preface to 'Aadan Yaad Pyom' by the Poet Prem Nath Koul 'Arpan’ :
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Poems from 'Aadan Yaad Pyom'
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